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TO MRS. MOORE. 



Imiany Jitfy 4, 1809. 
MY DEAR AND HONOURED MOTHER, 

To you I dedicate this account 
of the late Campaign in Spain ; where youf 
eldest Son quitted life in the maniior he had 
ah^ajB aspired to. 

Being unable to write what was worthy 
of him, I have collected thie fects, and ar- 
ranged the materials^ to enable Historians to 
do him justice. , ' ' 

Should they enter into his private eharac:? 

^ ter, they ought to represent him as a man 

who felt for his Father and Mother filial 

piety ; and for his Sister and Brothers frater- 
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nal affection : who was faithAil in friendship, 
and in his intercourse with the world was 
guided by honour. 

When they shall display those qualities 
and actions which properly belong to the 
province of History, if truth be observed, he 
must be described as exercising his genius in 
the profession of Arms for the service of his 
Country, to which he had devoted his life. 
Finally, he must be shewn leading on to vic- 
tory a British army, which he had preserved 
by his wisdom, and &lUng gloriously in the 
front of battle ! 

The contemplation of what he was, is your 
chief consolation ; and to assist in disclosing 
his achievements is the highest ambition of 
one of his Brothers, and 

Your affectionate Son, 

JAMES MOORE. 
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PREFACE. 



X HE Public is here presented with, perhaps, the 
most authentic fragment of History on record : for 
Sir John Moore kept a journal of his proceedings ; 
and, with an exactness unusual in a military man, 
preserved every official paper, or letter of importance, 
which he received, together with c^i^ies of those which 
he wrote. 

All these documents the author has in his possession ; 
and he has, besides, had the opportunity of acquiring 
fiill information respecting the events. He could not 
misrepresent them, had he been so inclined, without 
being exposed to immediate detection ; but he is under 
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no temptation either to disguise or conceal any part 
of the conduct of the person in whom he is most deeply- 
interested. His only wish has been to make a liill dis- 
closure ; and with this view he has, as much as possible, 
made every individual concerned explain himself by 
his own letters; whifcU, tdg^di0ll with other docu- 
ments, are selected and arranged in the order adapted 
to elucidate the facts. 

There is also given a connecting narrative; and such 
reflections are. Added w naturally arose out of the 
transactions. 

The iifttcrrmingliiig ^f a aoMltitude of letters with the 
narration, though not the moi^ concise, is ^ce^rtainly 
the most candid saqde: of d^scribtn^ the Camptigii^ 
for, if a false inference be drawn, the reader can imni^ 
diately discover it. 

• . . -■ '. . ' - - "• ••'/. 

One disagreeably ^i^eq«uetiee, however, is lilfely 
to be produced by so open an explanation: "it may 
initate those whose conduct cannot bear investigation. 
The love of tranquillity, hispiofessionalavofiati^Sira^d 
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his pnvdte'iiiilfertit, kfraoldlunrtttfaiiidered the Author 
horn imdenfililng.io'lalDonbu8 a Woric, and engag;hig 
hi BQch vciiatiouf' ^h^ilhy^ had he ndt been urged 
forward hjf^ ob'-lihipttlie «apcriar to these combined 
motives. He could not remain passive when his 
Brother's monDiyi wa^ amoiled by uhgcaierous attacks 
and dajtk iiuioinitibn?.. .Th« sufferers from this pub- 
lioatifnb ciigiif fto)blai-(44iirecalleedon^ that the Authot 
acts only defensively; and they shoidd point their 
indignation against the first ajssailants, who are the 
original cause of any mortification which they may 
endure. 

Although the reason for composing this work is 
of a private nature, yet it cannot £iil being of public 
utility both to Spain and Great Britain ; for success in 
future operations is more likely to be obtained, when 
there is a competent knowledge of the past. 

As many original documents are incorporated with 
the narrative, as were considered requisite to explain 
clearly the transactions, without embarrassing the 
reader with repetitions. 
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The whole correspondence with Mr. Frere is given, 
except two useless letters from him, which wese never 
received by the General, and which on that account 
were considered as improper to be published. 

All Sir John M oore*s dispatches to the Secretary of 
State are placed in the Appendix ; the omissions, which 
are very few, and quite immaterial to the public, are 
marked by blank spaces 
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OP THE 



CAMPAIGN 



OP THE 



BRITISH ARMY IN SPAIN, 

COMMANDED BY HIS EXCELLENCY 
LIEUT.-OENERAL SIR JOHN MOOREy K. B. 

&C. &C. &C. 



Although The King and the British Nation have loudly pro- 
claimed their admiration of Sir John Moore ; yet, like the Great and 
Grood of every age, he has not escaped the insinuations of Envy, 
even after terminating an illustrious career by a most glorious death. 
The effects of Calumny against so noble a character can be of no 
long durat^ : but during that period the Relatives and Friends 
suffer, and the uninformed part of the Public remain, in some degree, 
in suspense. It is, therefore, incumbent on a Brother by unfolding 
the truth to prove to all, that the pretended facts upon' which the 
malignant representations were founded, are utterly false. 

This plain Narrative, extracted from his own Journal, authenticated 
by original documents, official records, and the reports of Staff Officers, 
will give to his beloved countrymen some faint idea of the zeal, valour, 
and skiU, .with which he served them. 

B 
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Few pnvale men have risfen to so 'consptcuous' a sfo.tion 'as* that 
filled by Sir John Moore with fewer enemies. This was chiefly 
owing to his modest and unassuming manners, to firmness tempered 
with kindness towards those under his command, and to a conduct 
to all scrupulously just. He spent his life in the army ; and his 
popularity, both among Officers and Soldiers, never was exceeded. 
But universal approbation never was attained by Man : and it must 
be admitted, that with Politicians he was not su£Biciently pliant to 
be always equally approved of by them. 

The mystery in which the transactions in Sweden were involved, 
gave the lovers of detraction an opportunity too tempting to be 
neglected. 

Should it become necessary, the conduct of Sir John Moore at 
that Court can be most satisfactorily explained. But all that shall 
at present be communicated is, that, in the month of May 1808, 
he was entrusted with the com n m nd of ten thousand men to assist 
Sweden against a combined attack from Russia, France, and 
Denmark. 

On the If th of May this army readbed Gottenbuigh ; and it was 
soon intimated that the troops were not to be permitted to land ; the 
soldiers and horses, consequently, remained tossing on board the 
crowded transports. Sir John Moore prudently suppressed the 
leelings excited by so inhospitable a reception, so opposite to what 
he had been led to expect : and he repaired to Stockholm to com- 
municate his orders, and to concert measures for the security of 
Sweden*, He {txete found to his surprise, that, although the Swedish 
army was quite inadequate even for defensive operations, His Majesty's 
thoughts werc enilirely bent on conquest. 

It was first proposed that the British should remain in their ships, 
till some Swedish re^ments should be collected at Gottenburgh ; and 
that the combined forces should kind and conquer Zealand. 
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iTpon an examination of this plan, it was acknowledged, that the 
Island of Zealand, besides containing several strong fortresses, was 
filled with a far superior regular force to any that could be assembled : 
and also that the Island of Funen was fiill of French and Spanish 
troops, which could not be hindered from crossing over in small 
bodies. Sir John Moore, in the mildest and most respect^l manner^ 
represented, that these difficulties seemed too great to be surmounted 
by the bravest troops. 

It was next proposed, that the British alone should land in l^ussian 
Finland ; storm a fortress, and tak^ a position there. 

Tbm nation was still more preposterous than the former : and 
Sir John Moore endeavoured to prove, that ten thousand British were 
insufficient to encounter the principal force of the Russian Empire, 
which could quickly be brought against them at a point so near 
Fet^isburgh. 

Hie objections which he was obliged to make to these, and to 
another scheme equally impracticable, drew upon him the resent* 
ment of his Swedish Majesty, who arrested him in his Capital. He, 
however, with considerable address, withdrew from the thraldom of 
Sweden without committing his Government : and, conformably to 
his instructions, brought back the army to England. 

At his return, he was honoured with the approbation of the 
Ministers aiwi of his Sovereign : indeed, there is no doubt, that, 
with a General possessed of less good sense and political firmness, 
the Array would have been exposed to inevitable destruction. 

After having acted both in the Mediterranean and in Sweden as 
Commander in Oiief, Sir John Moore was now superseded by Sir 
Harry Burrard ; and he received the Secretary of State's Orders to 
serve in Portugal, as Third in Command. 

There are few Generals in the British service who would not have 
resigned upon such treatment. But, superior to modern military 
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etiquette, he possessed a large portion of the antieht Roman spirit : 
for he has been heard to declare, that he would never refuse serving 
his Country while he was able ; and that if The King commanded 
him to act as an Ensign, he would obey. 

In conformity to this patriotic principle, after resigning his com^ 
mand at Portsmouth to Sir Harry Burrard, he sailed in the fleet to 
Portugal on the 31st of July. 

Two Generals so circumstanced, seldom live very amicably toge- 
ther : but Sir John Moore, instead of behaving with dry reserve 
towards the person who was thus placed over him, evinced to Sir 
Harry the deference due to his Commanding Officer; and behaved 
with . so much good humour, that they lived together in perfect 
harmony. 

This army did not arrive in Portugal till after the battle of Vimeira^ 
and the subsequent armistice. These transactions, therefore, do 
noi come vt^thin the scope of this narrative. Yet it is proper to 
mention that Sir John Moore, upon learning the particulars of the 
actioD, bestowed warm praises upon Sir Arthur Wellesley. He 
declared to Sir Hew Dalrymple, the new Commander, that he wished 
to wave all pretensions derived from his seniority ; that, as Sir Arthur 
had done so much, it was fair he should take the lead in the opera- 
tions against Lisbon ; and, if the good of the service should require 
it, he would execute any part that was allotted to him, without 
interfering with Sir Arthur. 

No opportunity, however, of this kind presented itself; as a Con- 
vention was agreed upon between the British and French Com- 
manders, for the evacuation of Portugal by the French troops. 

While this was carrying into effect. Sir Arthur Wellesley applied 
for leave of absence, and soon returned to England ; and several. 
General Officers followed his example. 
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Sir Hew Dalrymple was next recalled^ and the Command devolved 
upon Sir Hany JBurrard. But this General^ from had health and 
other causes, requested leave to resign. 

It was not thought advisable by the Cabinet again to supersede 
Sir John Moore : accordingly, on the 6th of October * dispatches 
arrived from Lqndon, conferring upon him the chief command of an 
army to be employed in Spain. 

It appears by various Government dispatches, that the design of 
sending an army to the North of Spain was under consideration 
towards the end of August. But the necessity of transporting the 
army of Junot to France occasioned this measure to be deferred. It 
was now resolved to be put into execution ; and Galicia, or the bor- 
ders of Leon, were fixed upon by the War Minister as the place for 
assembling the troops. 

Sir John was ordered to send the Cavalry by land ; and it was 
left to his discretion to move the Infantry and Artillery either by 
sea or land. 

It was also communicated to him, that fifteen thousand men were 
ordered to Corunna ; and he was directed to give such orders to Sir 
David Baird, their Commander, as would most speedily effect a 
junction of the whole force. 

From the moment that Sir John Moore obtained tliis command, 
he exerted the utmost activity to fulfil the instructions; and re- 
ceived essential assistance from Sir Harry Burrard, who for^-arded 
the expedition with the greatest zeal. Before this time little had 
been done for the equipment of the troops, or for their advance: 
but all was accomplished with celerity ; for the greatest part of the 
troops were in motion in eight days. 

Soon after the General entered upon his command, he published 
the following Order to his troops : 

♦ Vide Appendix, A. B. C. and D. pp. 3 — 12. 
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^^ Generax Orders. 

'' Lisbon, 9tA OcUber, 1806. 

" The Troops under Lieut-General Sir John Moore will hold 
** themselves in readiness to move on the shortest notice. 

" The Lieut.-General trusts that the General Officers will lose 
^^ no time in ascertaining that the Re^ments under their command 

are in good order, and complete in every equipment to enable 

them to keep the field. 

" Lieut,-General Sir John Moore wiU take an early opportunity of 

inspecting the several corps of the army. 

All the heavy baggage will be left in Lisbon^ and directions 
" will be given hereafter respecting it. 

The General Ofiicers will communicate with the Commanding 

Officers of corps, upon the situation and fitness of the stores 
^^ for their heavy baggage, and report thereupon for the information 
" of Lieut.-General Sir J. Moore. 

^* Directions will be given with respect to the sick. The laeut- 
** General sees with much concern the great number of this descrip- 
" tion, and that it daily increases. The General assures the troops, 
** that it is owing to their own intemperance, that so many of them 
** are rendered incapable of marching against the Enemy : and having 
'^ stated this, he feels confident that he need say no more to British 
" soldiers to insure their sobriety." 

This Order was understood to have been relished by the soldiers, 
and had some effect upon them. And previous to their setting 
ofi^, another Order was issued to instruct them in their conduct 
towards the Spaniards. 
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^^ General Ordees. 

" Head Quarters^ Lisbon^ 1 5th October^ 1808. 

^* The Commander of the Forces trusts, that on the troops enter- 
^ ixxg Spain, they will feel \\^th him how much it is for their honour 
^* and advantage to maintain the high opinion, and cherish the good- 
^ will, which that brave and high-spirited people entertain towards 
*^ the British Nation. 

*^ The troops will generally be received by the inhabitants. The 
^ Spaniards are a grave, orderly people, extremely sober ; but gene- 
'* rous and warm in their temper, and easily offended by any insult 

or disrespect which is offered them; they are grateful to the 

English, and will receive the troops with kindness and cordiality. 
This the General hopes will be returned with equal kindness 

on the part of the soldiers, and that they will endeavour to ac- 
^ commodate themselves to their manners, be orderly in their 
" quarters, and not shock, by intemperance, a people worthy of 
^^ their attachment, and whose efforts they are come to support 
** in the most glorious of causes — to free themselves from French 
** bondage, and to establish their national liberty and inde- 
•* pendence. 

'* Upon entering Spain, in compliment to the Spanish nation, the 
•* Army will wear the Red Cockade, in addition to their own.'' 

It is proper to remark here, that British armies are little expe- 
rienced in the business of a long campaign on shore. Our warfare 
has usually been carried on by maritime expeditions : ajid we are 
extremely defective in the organization of the departments which 
are requisite for the field ; the Commissariat particularly is inferior 
to that of France. But no part of military affairs was unknown 
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to the General ; he was capable of forming, in some degree, what 
was deficient ; and, though he complains of the inexperience of some 
of the departments, he writes with approbation of their zeal and 
exertions. The directions of Government were, that the Cavalry 
should be sent by land; but a discretionary power was given to 
the Commander to move the Infantry, by sea or land, as he judged 
best. Upon an examination of the subject, there was found to be 
no choice ; for, independently of the uncertainty and danger of a 
coasting voyage in winter, which, even when prosperous, unhinges 
the whole machinery of an army, it was ascertained that, at Corunna, 
there were hardly the means of equipping and forwarding the corps 
commanded by Sir David Baird. — ^The Spanish Government de- 
puted Colonel Lopez, a Spanish officer, who was well acquainted 
with the roads and resources of the country, to assist the British army 
on its march, to establish magazines, and to make the necessary 
arrangements with Sir John Moore. He confirmed the former 
intelligence, and pressed him, in the name of the Junta, to march 
by land ; assuring him, that if he went by sea, one half of the army 
could never leave the coast for want of necessaries. 

The next question was, whether they should proceed in a northerly 
direction, through Portugal to Almeida j or should take the gre^t 
Eastern road to Elvas, and thence march through Estremadura. 
Necessity decided this question likewise ; for it was found that the 
whole could not be subsisted on the road by Elvas ; no magazines 
having been formed for such a body of troops. When the Spanish 
Commissary General was consulted on this subject, and when the 
quantity of meat required by the British army was explained to 
him, he computed, that, were they to be supplied with the rations 
specified, in three months all the oxen would be consumed, and 
very few hogs would be left in the country. 
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^. Strict enquiry was thea made respecting the roads through the 
North of Portugali where there was known to he abundance of 
food. 

He found the Portuguese at Lisbon incredibly ignorant of the 
i^t&te of the roads of their own country ; but all agreed that cannon 
cioujbl not be transported over the nwuntains^ which form the north* 
em boundary between Spain and Portogal, Even i&itidh Officers, 
who had been sent to exaaune the roads, confirmed the Portuguese 
intelligence. 

As equipments could not be procured at Comnna, as food could 
not be sufqpUed on the road by Elvas, and as the artillery could not 
be drawn over the Portuguese mountains, it became absolutely ne- 
cessary to divide the Army. 

Tlus distreasir^ measure was adopted from necessity alone. In 
an absolute Government, like France, where the Ruler is skilled ib 
military operations, and possesses power to bring forth all the means 
^uad resourcea of the country, such difficulties vanish ; but in Spain 
and Foftugal few obstructions can ever be removed by the Qovem- 
ment ; they can only be evaded. 

It w;a9 then determined to send five brigades of artillery to accom* 
• pany the cavalry through Spam ; and four re^ments of infantry were 
lidded for their protection. 

This important corps of six thousand men was entrusted to 
Lieut-General Jiope^ and directed to march by £lvas on the Madrid 
road, to Badajos and Espinar, And two brigades under General 
Paget moved by Blvas and Akantara. 

The rest of the army moved throu^ Portiigal. 

Two brigades under General Bfdresford went by Coimbra and 
Ahneida. 

Three brigades under General Fraser, by Abrantes and Almeida. 

Sir John Moore, thinking it of very great importance that some 
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artillery should accompany these cwps, ordered one light brigade 
of six pounders, under Captain Wilmot, to proceed through Portugal ; 
and he trusted to this Officer's activity to transport the guns over the 
mountains by dint of labour. 

The different regiments of each division followed each other in 
succession to facilitate the march ; Sir John Moore intending, that 
the whole of the troops coming from Portugal should unite at Sala* 
manca; and that Sir David Baird and General Hope should either 
join them there, or at Valladolid. 

The several divisions having moved off, Sir John left Lisbon on 
the 27th of October *. And I shall here introduce some remarks on 
the state of Spain, and on the plan of the Campaign decided on by 
the British Government 

Towards the end of summer, after the surrender of Dupont, the 
French Army retired ftt>m Madrid, and repassed the Ebro. Theii" 
force in this direction consisted of above 45,000 men concentrated in 
Navarre and Biscay ; their right at Bilboa, and their left at Ayban 
They had besides garrisons in Barcelona, Figueras, and other for* 
tresses in Catalonia, amounting to ftdl 15,000 men more. 

In these positions they quietly waited for reinforcements. And 
every foreign journal announced, that vast bodies of troops of' 
every description were hastening through Germany and France to 
Bayonne. 

During this period the Spanish and English newspapers were 
reporting the entiiusiastic patriotism of the Spaniards ; that all ranks, 
young and old, had taken up arms, were eager to rush upon their 
enemies, and determined to die rather than submit to a treacherous, 
cruel, and impious Invader. Such was the spirit of the proclamations 

♦ Vide Appendix, E. F. G. pp, 12—17. 
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of the provincial Juntas^ — all vying with each other in magnanimous 
expressions. 

But the British Government^ not trusting to such authorities^ sent 
Officers and Agents into various parts of Spain^ who also extolled 
the universal ardour of the country. And full credit appears to have 
been given to this description of the state of Spain ; for the British 
Army was dispatched into Leon to participate in the glory of expelling 
the French from the Peninsula. 

The Spanish Government recommended Burgos as the point of 
union for the British troops^ and Madrid and Valladolid were the 
places appointed for magazines. And Grovemment communicated to 
Sir John Moore, through Lord WiUiam Bentinck, that it was ex« 
pected he would find between sixty and seventy thousand men, 
assembled under Blake and Romana, in the Asturias and Galicia^. 

These were independent of the armies oh the front and left flank 
of the French position. The latter was conceived to be the most 
^numerous of any, and placed under the command of the Marquis 
de Castanos. 

The conviction of the universal enthusiasm of the Spaniards was, 
at this time, so prevalent in the British Cabinet, that, in a memorial 
transmitted for the information of Sir John Moore by the Secretary 
of State, it is stated, that the French Armies could not enter the 
defiles of the Asturias without exposing themselves to be destroyed 
even by the armed peasants. 

But the strongest proof of the misinformation upon the state of 
Spanish affairs is this, that in the month of September it was con* 
sidered most probable, that the Spaniards alone would soon drive 
the French out of the Peninsula. This conviction was so strong,^ 
that encpiiries were directed to be made by Lord William Bentinck 

* Vide Appendix, B. p. 7. 
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scting the intentions of the Spamsh Grorremment mpon tlie 
expulsion of the French. And directions were given, under particiil«r 
c^ircumstanoes, to uige the invasion of the South of France with a 
comhined British and Spanish Army. 

Had these relations been well founded, and had the general fervour 
really existed, there could have fae^i no objectsons to sending the 
British Army by the nearest roads to join such numerous and intrepid 
allies. For the most timid could entertain no apprehensions, if the 
French were to be assaulted by such superior numbers. 

Such was the flattering picture of affaira that was presented to ikut 
view of Sir Jdui Moore, before he comraeiioed his man^) and was 
enabted to judge for himself. 

In pasni^ through the Portuguese territory the troops behaved 
with order and regularity, whidi formed a striking contrast to the 
cruelty and rapine thst of late years dii^^xaee iiie Fvench armies. 
The people weK civil; but considerable difficulties oeeurred respecting 
provisioning the troops. Saltero, a coDtrscijof at Lisbon, hnd agreed 
to supply the divisions with rations on the march throu^ PortugaL 
But diis itnan failed in his cobtiact; and the divisions of General 
Fraser atnd Beresfbrd were obliged to be halted; and, had it not been 
for the great exertions of die Generals, the troops would have been 
long dslayed 

lliere was also a great waot of money, from which exeess&ve 
inconveniences resulted. It had been siqipoaed that Gosrernment 
biUs would have been accepted ; bst promissory notes do not obtain 
credit in Spain and Portugal, as in England. At Guarda, the Chief 
Ma^strate refused to procure provisions without regular payments^ 
an^ the peasantry had a dread of paper money. These difficulties 
were, however, surmounted, but not widiont great expence. 

The Commander of the Forces was usually entertained with 
politeness at the houses of theNobility. He saw little appearance of 
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a French party, but was surprised to observe the slight interest the 
Portuguese took m public aiFairs. Thej were generally well inclined, 
but luke-warm. 

As Sir John Moore was approaching the scene of action, he gra* 
dually acquired jtrst nations of Spanish affairs ; for he was in close 
coirespondence with men of candour and discernment, who resided on 
the spot. Little was written by them of Spanish ardour and enthu- 
siasm : their letters, on the contrary, were filled with details of the 
weakness and tardiness of the Central Junta. 

This assembly consisted of thirty-two persons with equal powers* 
So numerous an executive body was ill calculated for prompt decisions. 
Self-interest, mutual jealousy and discord, distracted dieir councils. 
There was no predominant leader to give unift>rmity to their acts, no 
animating passions to elevate their minds. By cold languor, and 
foggy dulness, they chilled and damped the spirits of the Nation. 

The love of inckpendence and hatred of a tyrant so instantaneously 
excite all the energies of Britons, that they can hardly credit the 
fiiluggish indifference that pervaded the Spanish nation, when menaced; 
by the rapid approach of the victorious armies of Buonaparte. * 

Jud^ng what he coruM do, by what Spaniards were- capc^e nS^ 
they thought it almost impossible for his army to traverse the Fyren-^ 
nees in winter. But should the French have the temerity to efieet 
such a passage, it was believed ihey would soon be famished. These 
notions were applicable to the resources formtrly possessed by SVailce. 
But the magnitude of the military preparations of their pi-esent enemy', 
and the celerity of his movements, confounded aU such cakulations;. * 

Lord WilKam Bentinck saw clearly the error committed by the- 
Spanianls. In a dispatch about the beginning of October he observes, 
with a melancholy presage, ** I am every moment more and morfe 
convinced, that a blind confidence in their own strength, and na- 
tural slowness, are the rocks upon which this good ship runs the* 
risk of being wrecked.'' 
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It was wondered at in England^ why the bold patriots^ who were 
believed to be swarming in Spain, did not charge the discomfited re- 
mains of the French armies lurking behind the Ebro : Why are they 
not exterminated before they are reinforced ? 

The Marquis de Castanos and General Blake could have answered 
these enquiries very satisfactorily to all intelligent military men : 
for it is clear from existing documents^ that the Spanish armies 
were so weak in numbers, and so wretchedly equipped, as to be inca- 
pable of encountering the French, even before their reinforcements 
arrived. This deplorable deficiency was carefully concealed, to pre- 
vent its sinking the nation into despair. 

Notwithstanding the extensive correspondence which Sir John 
Moore carried on, he could obtain no certain accounts of the numbers 
or condition of the Spanish forces^ before the arrival of Buonaparte* 
But after that event, when they had assembled all their new levies, 
it was found that the Armies of the Centre and Right united, 
vmder the Generals Castanos and Palafox, formed only a force of 
40,000 men. And the following extract &om the Resolutions of a 
Council (^ War composed of the principal Spanish Generals, which 
was held at Tudela on the 5th of November, exposes part of the 
dbtresses of these armies. At this period General Blake's army, 
called the Army of the Left, was known to be in the utmost danger; 
yet the Council came to this Resiolution : 

^^ Attention being had to the actual state of penury and want,- 
which the Army of the Centre, destitute of the most necessary 
means, is suffering ; consideritig also that this effective f(»rce is 
much less than had been supposed ; it is agreed that in the present 
moment it cannot be of assistance to the Army of the Left, not- 
withstanding the conviction of the urgency of such assistance,'' &c.^ . 

♦ Vide Appendix, H. p. 18. 
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To give a further view of the state of the principal Spanish Army, 
I shall extract a short passage from the Marquis of Castanos's dis* 
patches to the Secretary of the Central Junta^ Nov. 25^ 1808. 

" I leave to your Excellency to conceive the critical situation of an 
^^ army immoveable from its few resources, and the greatest part 
" of which was composed of new levies, badly clothed, and badly 
^* provisioned.** 

This was dte language of the Spaniards. And I shall give an ex- 
tract of a Letter from Captain Whitdngham to Lord William Ben- 
tinck, which will shew the impression that the appearance of part of 
their army made upon an English officer. 

Head Quarters, Calahcrra, 
2&tk Oct. 1808. 

*^ On the 25th Greneral Castanos left this place for Logrono. We 
" arrived about four in the evening. The army of Castile was drawn 
*^ up to receive the General. Its strength about 11,000 men. But^ 
'^ to form any idea of its composition, it is absolutely necessary to 
** have seen it. It is a complete mass of miserable peasantry, with- 
" out clothing, without organization, and with few Officers that de- 
^ serve the name. 

^^ The General and principal Officers have not the least confidence 
^* in their troops ; and, what is yet worse, the men have no con- 
^^ fidence in themselves. 

" This is not an exaggerated picture; it is a true portrait," &c. &c. 

Such was the conditioii and amowit of the troops under Castanos 
and Palafox towards November, after all were collected that could be 
rsused. But in August and September they were, doubtless, much 
fewer. Castanos found it dangerous to approach the French posts. 
The Spaniards sometimes engaged in skirmishes ^ but were so much 
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worsted, that they feumd k prudent to keep at a diatance, and H^^ 
iw reinforcemeats. 

A similar reason accounts fiu* the inactivity ofGpeneral Blake during 
these inportant months. The diapoaition to ei^aggeration in Spai]» is 
such, that it is difficult even now to ascertain what was the niunber 
of this army. But it certaiuly could never have heen considerahle ; 
for after the arrival of Romana's corps, of upwards of 8000 xnen, and 
every exertion that was made, it appears from Captain Carrol's dis- 
patches that the actual number that fought the French did not amount 
to 17,000 men. And the want of Officers, of food, of clothing, 
and of every species of warlike equipment, was lamentable. Instead 
of General Blake being culpable for not attacking the French, his 
error undoubtedly was extreme rashness. 

Sir John Moore, by the close correspondence he carried on with 
Lord William Bentinck^ Mr. Situart, Colonel Graham and others, 
gradually penetrated the disguises with which the Spanish Govern- 
. vieiit enveloped their afiws* It ia selfievident, that a judicious 
plan of a campaign can be feroied cmly by reflecting upon the actual 
atate of thinga : and mu^t necessarily be ill^contrived, and probably 
uwuccess^^ if drawn up^oo falae intelligenceu Yet the Spanish 
Juntas exerted all their finesse to deceive, not their enemyji but their 
ally ; and succeeded so perfectly^ ^^ to lead them to execute a plan 
adapted to a atate of circumstancea the reverse of their x^ condition. 
Their high-sounding proclamations, exaggerated number9, invented 
victpriesi^ and vaunted enthusiaw^ could not deceive him whom it 
was useful to deceive. Buonaparte possessed ample means of ob- 
taining exact information. Thwe were tiutors, even amoBtg the 
loudest seeming patriota ; who enabled him to calcukwte^ with perfect 
accmracy, the precise portion of patriotism scattered through Spain. 

Yet there are some facts that would lead one akMst to suspect, 
that the Spanish Jujrtas^ from a»cea9 of preisianptioiBi, ignwance, and 
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Cabinet unintentionally* For it is a well-known, fact, that at first 
they considered Spain as more than a match for France. They ap* 
plied to us for arms and money, but said they wanted no men ; be- 
lieving they could raise more soldiers than they required. How long 
this infatuation continued, I cannot pretend to say ; but they appear 
to have acquiesced in the offer of British auxiliaries on the 2Gth of 
September. 

It happened that accounts were brought to the Junta at Aran- 
juez, Oct. 4th, of ^^ a Letter having been intercepted, addressed by 
^^ the Governor of Bayonne to Marshal Jourdan (the French Com- 
^^ mander in Chief), wherein it is stated, that between the 16th of 
'^ October and the 16th of November reinforcements to the amount of 
** 66,000 infantry and from 6 to 7000 cavalry might be expected to 
^* enter Spain. 

*^ Mr. Stuart will tell you that this news is credited *.*' 

That this news was correct, I have no doubt. Buonaparte, though 
he constantly attempts to deceive the world by his public proclama- 
tions, has too much political wisdom to deceive his own Generals. 
Nor could he have tiirown this letter purposely in the way of the 
Spaniards, as he could not wish to rouse them from their lethargy. 

Tliis intelligence threw the Central Junta into great alarm ; they 
be^n to think the business was serious ; Castanos was ordered to his 
post, and such levies as they could collect were sent forward to the 
Ebro. 

Urgent and alarming as was the situation of afiairs, the'dilatoriness 
of the Spanish Government could not be corrected. So that when' 
Sir David Baird arrived at Corunna, Oct. 13th, the Junta of Galicia 
refused him permission to land the troops. Sir David was astonished, 

* Vide Appendix, E. p. 12. 
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tad sent off expresses to Madrid and to Lisbon. He at last obtained 
leave to land ; but his reception was so cold^ and there was such a 
total want o£ all exertion to assist him in equipping the army for its 
advance, that he wrote to Sir John Moore to know if he had the 
sanction of the Supreme Junta for the admission of British troops* 
into Spain. 

He was at last satisfied as to this point ; but he found, that what* 
ever was necessary either for the sustenance or movement of the 
troops must be procured solely by his own exertions ; and by paying 
a high price to those whom he came to assist. 

Sir John marched on rapidly, and reached Atalaia Nov. 5£k. 
Here it was discovered, contrary to the information received at Lis- 
bon, that the roads, though very bad, were practicable for Artillery. 
But the ignorance of the Portuguese respecting their own country is 
such, that the road was found out only from stage to stage by the 
British Officers. This "was now a subject of serious regret ; for had 
the road, bad as it was, been known at first. General Hope's division 
could have marched with the rest of the army. 

Dispatches were now sent to meet him at TruxiUo, to desire he 
would not trust to report, but send forward officers to examine if there 
were a nearer road practicable for the guns, without going round by 
Madrid. 

Letters were here received from Lord William Bentinck, acquaint- 
ing Sir John Moore that the French reinforcements were entering 
Biscay, and that Castanos was making some movements which might 
bring on an action : and also that the Central Junta referred Sir John 
to concert his movements with General Castanos. 

The General arrived at Almeida Nov. 8th : it rained incessantly ; the 
troops however moved on in spite of the weather, and behaved ex- 
tremely well : but it is painful to be obliged to make an exception of 
some soldiers who had committed many daring crimes. The Corn- 
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mander in Chief determined to put a stop to such disorders. One of 
the soldiers who was detected in marauding and robbing, was tried 
by a General Court Martial, found guilty, and sentenced to death. 
Sir John Moore then issued the following orden 

" General Orders. 

'* Noven^er iUA, 180«. 

Nothing could be more pleasing to the Commander of the 

Forces, than to shew mercy to a soldier of good character under his 
" command, who had been led inadvertently to commit a crime ; but 
" he should consider himself neglectful of his duty, if, from ill-judged 
*^ lenity, he pardoned deliberate \allainy. 

" The crime committed by the prisoner now under sentence^ 
^^ is of this nature, and there is nothing in his private character or 
^^ conduct which could give the least hope of his amendment, were 
^^ he pardoned ; he must therefore suffer the awful punishment to 
^^ which he has been condemned* 

^^ The Commander of the Forces trusts that the troops he commands 
^^ will seldom oblige him to resort to punishments of this kind : 
^^ and such is his opinion of British soldiers, that he is convinced 
^^ they will not, if the Officers do their duty, and pay them proper 
^* attention. 

*^ He however takes this opportunity to declare to the Army, that 
^^ he is determined to shew no mercy to plunderers and marauders, or, 
*^ in other words, to thieves and villains. 

*^ The Army is sent by England to aid and support the Spanish 
^^ nation, not to plunder and rob it» inhabitants. And soldiers who 
^' so far forget what is due to their own honour, and the honour 
*i of their country, as to commit such acts, shall be delivered over to 
^^ justice : the military law must take its course, and the punishment 
*^ it awards shall be inflicted.'* 
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On the lltfa of November the advanced gaardt crossed a rivulet 
which divides Spain from Portugal, and marched to Ciudad Rodrigo. 
The Governor of this town met Sir John two miles off; a salute 
was fired from the ramparts, and he was conducted to the principal 
house of the town ; and hospitably entertained. 

The appearance of the country, and the manners of the people, 
change most remarkably, immediately on crossing the boundary 
between Spain and Portugal ; and the advantage is entirely in favour 
of Spain. We were received, on approaching Ciudad Rodrigo, with 
shouts of " Viva los Ingleses.'* 

This agreeable reception was gratifying ; and the General pro- 
ceeded next day to San Martin, a village seven leagues distant, where 
he lodged at the house of the Curate^ a sensible, respectable man, 
who, in the course of conversation, told him, that on the same day 
the preceding year he had lodged the French General Loison, on 
his march to Portugal ; and that Jxmot and the other French Grenerals 
had slept there in succession. 

On the 13th of November, Sir John arrived with his advanced 
guard at Salamanca, where he halted, intending to assemble there 
all the troops which were coming from Portugal. But, before he 
entered the town^ he learnt- the fate of what was called the Army 
of Estremadura. 

This Spanish corps, consisting of about 12,000 raw recruits, com- 
manded by a very young man, the Count Belvedere, had advanced 
without support to Burgos, an open town, in the front of the French 
Army. So extraordinary a manoeuvre was followed by a natural 
result. They were attacked by a superior force, and completely 
routed. 

A few hours after Sir John arrived at Salamanca, he wrote to 
liord William Bentimck at Madrid, who was acting as Minister from 
the British Courts 
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Sir John Moore to Lord fVilliam JBentincL 

^^ Salamanca^ \Zth Novernberj 180S. 
" MY DEAR LORD, 

^^ I ARRIV£D here early in the afiternoon. I am not 
*^ only jaded by my journey, but also by the different people I have 
^^ been obliged to speak to ; and only that I am anxious to send 
^^ a Courier to you as soon as possible, I should have delayed writing 
^^ to you until morning. I received upon the road your two letters 
^^ of the 8th, and that of the Sfth with the enclosures, some of which 
^^ shall be returned to you by the next courier. 

^^ I am sorry to say, from Sir David Baird, I hear - nothing but 
^^ complaints of the Junta of Corunna, who afford him no assist-^ 
** ance. They promise every things but give nothing ; and after 
^^ waiting day after day for carts, which they had promised to pro* 
^' cure for the carriage of stores, his G>mmissary was at last obUged 
^^ to contract for them at an exorbitant price, and then got them» 
^^ This is really a sort of conduct quite intolerable to troops that the 
Spanish Government have asked for, and for whose advance they 
are daily pressing. 

^^ On my arrival here^ and telling Colonel O^Lowler that I wished 
to have supplies immediately provided on the road from Astorga to 
this place, for the march of the troops from Corunna, he began 
by teUing me that a power which he should have got, and which 
it was promised should be sent after him frcHn Madrid, had not 
^^ been sent ; that he had thus no authority, and had hitherto been 
^^ acting upon his own credit. Part of this was an Irish trick — pour 
*^ sefaire valoir; it tended only, however^ to shew me, that he was 
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" not the man who should haveheen selected for us ; but, if selected, 
" he should have, been furnished with every authority to make him 
useful. I run over all this to you^ though, perhaps, it should pro- 
perly be addressed to Mr. Frere ; but to you I can state it with 
more ease, and I shall thank you to speak to Frere upon it ; when 
I hope he will have some serious communication with the Spanish 
^' Ministers, and plainly tell them, if they expect the advance of 
the British Army, they must pay somewhat more attention to 
" its wants. Proper Officers must be sent to me, vested with foil 
powers to call forth the resources of the country when they are 
wanted, and without delay ; the same as is done, I presume, for 
the Spanish Armies ; we shall pay, but they are not to allow us 
to be imposed upon, but to tell us what is paid by the Spanish 
** Government in such cases. We find no difficulty with the people ; 
they receive us every where well. But the Authorities are back- 
ward, and not like those of a country who wish our assistance. 

The Officer you mention to hawe been sent to Sir David Baird, 
travelled by slow journeys, as if in profound peace, and consequently 
" arrived too late, and when little wanted. The head of Baird's 
^^ column is this day at Astorga j but had they waited for the said 
*^ Officer, it would have been still at Corunna. The Spaniards seem 
" to think that every body should fly but themselves. The troops 
*^ from Lisbon begin to march in here to-morrow, and will continue 
** to arrive by corps daily until the 23d, when the whdle wiU be 
^^ assembled. I have directed Baird also to continue the march of 
^^ his troops on Benavente, as soon as supplies permit it ; and by 
the time the head reaches Benavente, I shall probably direct it to 
proceed on to Zamora, and close the whole as near to me at this - 
place, as cover wiU admit ; probably by the 23d instant tiie rear 
of Baird's will be about Zamora, but it will depend on the aid an'd 
'^ activity of the Authorities of the country; if they are slow^ it is 
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impossible for me to be quick. All this, however, . is upon the 
supposition that the French do not disturb us ; and I suppose you 
know they are at Burgos. At Ciudad Rodrigo, I received a letter 
^^ by express from El Conde de Belvedere, from Burgos, dated the 
^^ 9th, stating that he expected to be attacked by superior numbers, 
" and begging that I would hasten to his assistance. I wrote to him 
^^ that I had been marching for some time with all the haste I could ; 
^^ but, if he was to be attacked so soon, it was impossible for me to 
^^ render him any assistance ; and he should report his situation to 
" Madrid. Upon my arrival here, I was informed by the Marquis 
<^ de Cinalbo, that the Spanish troops had been forced to retire £ix)m 
<^ Burgos, and the French were in possession of it. I hope the letter 
^< I wrote to General Castanos will draw from him some explanation 
" of his views, hy which I may regulate my motions. But his move- 
^ ments, and those of the army under General Blake, require some 
explanation in order to be understood ; for, though they know that 
^^ a British force is marching froga different parts, in order to unite, 
•^ they have marched away from the point of asserilbly, and have 
** left us exposed to be attacked and interrupted before our junction; 
*' but, if we were united, he can hardly expect that, vrith my force,* 
'^ I should march forward and place myself within reach of attack 
^^ from such superior numbers, whilst his and Blake's armies are 
^' removed at such a distance as to be able to render me no assistance 2 
^* but all this I expect will be made plain, when I hear from General 
'^ Castanos. With respect to magazines, it is impossible for me to 
say where they ought to be made, whilrt I am so much in the 
** dark as to the movements which are likely to occur ; but if the 
" country is abundant, as is said, we cannot want. But I must have 
'^ persons of an authority attached to me, who are acquainted Math 
the resources, and who, knoAving the interior government, customs, 
'^> and manners of Spain, can call them forth for me and the British 
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^^ troops, in the same manner as they are called forth for those of 
** Spain. This regards not only provisions, but carts, horses, qnar- 
" ters, and, in short, all the wants of troops. With the aid of per- 
" sons of this description our own Conmnssaries can do ; but without 
^f them we can do nothing. The foundation of all this must be an 
** order to the Authorities throughout the Provinces, to give every 
'^ aid to the British, as to the Spanish troops. It is a matter of in- 
** difference who pays these Officers ; — it would be more consistent 
" with the dignity of Spain that they paid them; though we should 
" reward them according to their deserts. 

" With respect to magazines at Madrid, it is very likely to be a 
^^ proper place for Spain to coUect a considerable dep6t of various 
^^ kinds. It is their Capital, and they know best; but it does not 
^^ strike me a place where the British could be called upon to make 
*^ any collection. We shall isstablish small magazines for consump-- 
tion in the ilieighbourhood where we are acting. These great re- 
^^ serves, which a country makes for general supply, should be made 
by Spain ; when we approach it, we may draw from it, and pay for 
what we get But Spain should make it, and be at the expence 
^' and trouble of its conservation : as I believe we are giving money 
tp Spain, part of it may be apphed by them in this manner ; but 
it is they that should do it — not we. 

I have no objection to you, or Mr. Frere, representing the neees- 
^^ sity of as many more British troops as you think proper. It is 
^< certain, that the agents, which our Government have hitherto 
employed, have deceived them. For afiairs here are by no means 
in the flourishing state they are represented and believed to be 
in England ; and the sooner the truth is known in England, the 
" better. But you must observe, my Lord, that whatever is critical 
*^ must now he decided by the troops which are here ; the French, 
*^ I suspect, are ready, and will not wait. I differ only with you 
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in on« point;—* when you say, the chief and great obstacle and 
resistance to the French will be afforded by the English Army. 
'^ If that be so^ Spain is lost The English Army, I hope, wiU do 
all which can be expected from their numbers ; but the safety of 
Spain depends upon the union of its inhabitants, their enthusiasm 
in their cause, and in their firm and devoted determination to die, 
^^ rather than submit to the French ; nothing short of dus will 
^^ enable them to resist the formidable attack about to be made upon 
^^ them. If they wiU adhere, our aid can be of the greatest use to 
^^ them-; but, if not, we shall soon be out-numbered, were our force 
<^ quadrupled. 

^^ I am, therefore, much more anxious to see exertion and eneigy 
^^ in the Government, and enthusiasm in their Armies, than to have 
^^ my force augmented. The moment is a critical one — my own 
^^ situation is particularly so*^— I have never seen \t otherwise ; but 
'^ I have pushed into Spain at all hazards ; — this was the order of my 
5^ Government, and it was the will of the people of England. I 
'^ shall endeavour to do my best, hoping that all the bad that may 
'^ happen^ . wiU not happen; but that with a share of ]bad, we shall 
^^ also have a portion of good fortune. 

This is along letter for one who began, by aayiijig that he was 
jaded; but I have been gradually drawn on by the ijaterest I take 
in the subject. You will communicate to Mr. Frere such parts as 
^^ yoU think proper ; acnd he will, I hope, ac^npon them.. Be so good 
as to excuse me to him, for not particularly addressing himself. 
^^ Lord Paget was at Corunna the 7^9 ^^^^ ^^ regiments, the 
^^ 7^ <uid ^c ^Oiii Hussars ; the other three were following fast. 

"I remain, &c* 

^* John Mooeb**^ 
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Two nights afttr Wlitidg the foregoing, Si* John was i(t(^ened by 
an express from Getiertl PigdatelE, the Governor of the Province, to 
Inform him that the French army bad advanced^ and taken possession of 
the city of Valladolid, which is dnly twenty leagues frctai Salamanca. 

It should not be forgotten thAt the Geheral hiad been informed oflSi- 
cially *, that his entry into Spain would be covered by sixty or seventy 
thousand men: and Burgos was the city lAteiided for the point of 
union for the different divisions of the British army. But already, 
not only Burgos, but Valladolid, Was in possession of the Enemy : 
and hfe found himself with aA advanced corps in an o|>en town, three 
marches from the French army, without even a Spanish piquet to 
cofver his front. 

He had At this time only thrde brigades of infantry, withofdt a gun, 
at Salamanca. Hie remainder were moving up in succession, but the 
wholb c6uld not alrive in lesis than' ten ddyis. 

Thi^ situation being extremely different from what he had been 
taught to expect, aird that u{ion #hich the instructions of the Secre- 
tary of State were founded, halted' for very differeht measures. For 
if the French advanced in forte, he had no option but id fall back on 
Ciudad Rodrigo ; the country -round which, being poor, could hot 
subsist the trdops' long^: and if he retreated to Portugal, he hardly 
ittprctvedhis liituatioti. 

The General had long foreseen the possibility of Ihe French 
advancing, to prevent the jimctibn of the British troopar; and was 
quite at a loss to comprehend the motives for ihe separaiibn of the 
Spanish armies ; one of which was ' posted in Biscay, and the otiber 
in Arragon, while the couiltry^ m front was left open, as if to suffer 
the French to advance upon the British before they were united. 

* Vide Appendix, B. p. 7. 
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It appeai^ed d^ v^ry ^gular, tbat the advance of the French so 
&r> inta i^ couiitry. bad produced nA sen^pitioGk aaopu^ng ^e people* 
'j^lie £eict was estabHshed by a letter froux General PignatelU^ tb(d 
captain-general of the province ; yet th<&^ new3 w»s brought by no 
other channel. The people were all tranquil^ and employed in tl^eir 
ordinary occupations and amnaements ; and- seemed to know, or ciir^ 
very litde about public matters. 

The General assembled the Junta: he communicated to them the 
capture of thf^ city of ValladoHd^ and explained, the reasons ^^ thdjt 

might render it necessary for him to retire at present to Ciudad 

Bodngo; that this temporary retreat ought. not to discourage thean; 

but that they should employ every means in their power to rouse, the 
** enthusiasm of the people^ which, seemed to be somewhat abated/' 

He represented^ ^' thai.no nation had obtained independence with«» 
^^ out making, great sacrifices; and^ though the. English would, be 
^^ useful auxiliaries^ thai success . could be. gained .only by. the union 
** and effort of the Spaniards themsdives*'' 

He told them, ^^ he must have the use of all the carts and: mnleo 
^^ in the country to transport his magazines to. Ciudad .Rodrigo^ 
^f should it become requisite^ and: that the troops^ with thceeddys 

provisions^ should be kept .in readiness.. Bat/' he added^ ^^ tbait 

he liad.not yet. stopped, the advance of i the. rest of ihe army froo^ 

Portugal ; he was desirous of, assembling it there^ and would not 
*^ retire without an absolute necessity/' 

All this was listened to with calm acquiescence. Indeed the paSfi 
sive disposition of the Spaniards was very remarkable^ for they 
heard of the generous intentions of the British, and of the destruc-* 
tive ravages of the French, with almost equal indifference. The 
apathy of the people proved, the inactivity of their ruleacs; for, on sudi 
an occasion, there should not only have been nmnerous armies o\k 
foot, but every maft in Spain should have.been armed,, ami ready ta 
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kd when required. Nor did this appear to be impracticable. For 
the supineness was not owing to disaffection among the people : the 
peasantry and lower orders were all well disposed ; but in ascending 
to the higher ranks, thd spirit of independence evaporated. 

The General detached some intelligent officers^ with strong 
patroles, to gain intelligence ; by whom he soon learnt, that a thou** 
sand French cavalry, with two pieces of artiUery, had entered Valla- 
dolid on the 13th, and retired to Palencia next morning. But he 
understood that no infentry had advanced beyond Burgos. He then 
sent orders to Generals Baird and Hope to concentrate their divisions, 
to advance with all speed to Salamanca, but to be upon their guard 
on their march. 

It is necessary here to go back a very little, to mention that 
Mr. Frere arrived at Aranjuez at the beginning of November, as 
Minister Plenipotentiary of Ghreat Britain. He of course superseded 
Lord William Bentinck and Mr. Stuart ; who, from having resided 
some time in Spain, and from personal qualifications, had got ac- 
quainted with many of the leading men, and had acquired a dear 
insight into the state of afiairs. 

Their communications with each other, and with Colonel Graham 
who was at the head-quarters of the prindlpal Spanish army, as weU 
'AS their correspondence with Sir John Moore, were all conducted 
with harmony, and utiEty to the common cause. 

This change in the administration of the civil department occurred 
at the period when events were hastening to a crisis. 

Mr. Frere unfortunately had acquired his notions of Spanish po- 
Ktics in London ; and his prepossessions were much too strong to 
be effaced by the observations of his predecessors, or even to be 
altered by the most opposing facts. His peculiar noticms were totally 
unknown to Sir John Moore ; who, to inform him of his situation, 
and to promote the public service, wrote as follows, from Almeida. 
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Firam Sir John Moore to the Right Honourable J. Hookham Frere. 

"sib, Alifteida, 10 Nov. 1808. 

^^ As Mr. Stuart ipentioned in a late letter which I 



€€ 



had the honour to receive from him, that he was in hourly expec- 
tation of your arrival at Madrid, I conclude that ere this you have 
^^ reached that capital ^. 

^^ I shall not trouhle you with any detail of my movements, as 
^^ you wiU ohtain every necessary information respecting them from 
^^Mr. Stuart and Lord WiUiam Bentinck, with hoth of whom I 
'^ have heen in correspondence ever since I was appointed to this 
«< command* 

<< The Supreme Junta have fixed upon General Castanos, as the 
'^ person with whom I am to correspond, and to comhine whatever 
^^ operations are to be undertaken by the troops under my command. 
^^ Tliis cannot but be considered as a step towards appointing him 
^^ the Chief C!ommander of the Spanish army ; and having gone so 
^^ iar, it is a pity they did not go a little fieuthfer, and at once give 
^^ him the appointment. Hiis decision of the Junta was only oom- 
^^ municated to me a few days ago, by Lord William, in a letter 
^^ which I received on my road to this place. I have written to 
^^ General Castanos, to give him every information with respect to 
*^ the British force, the probable period of its junction ; and I have 
^' requested to know from him, his plans, and his instructions, witK 
*^ respect to the co-operation he expects from us. It is needless to 
say what different measures I might have pursued, had I been 
sooner informed of the strength and condition of the different 
Spanish armies. As it is, the principal part of the infantry from . 

* Vide Appendix, I. p 19. 
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** Portugal is now passing the frontier ; and by the middle of this 
^^ month will be collected at Salamanca and Ciadad Rodrigo. 
General Hope, with the artillery, the cavalry, and 3000 infantry, 
will be in the neighbourhood of Madrid on the 22d ; and ^e head 
** of Sir David Baird's corps will reach Astorga on the 14th. If 
" nothing adverse happens, we shall be united early in December, 
^^ more or less advanced^ according to the situation and movements 
*^ of the armies now upon the Ebro. In the mean time 1 shall wait 
at Salamanca, with the troops assembling there, imtil ffaird and 
Hope are more forward. Much is still to be done in tlite article 
of equipment and of commissariat arrangement. As I see more 
myself of the resources of the country, I shall be able to decide 
the mode to be followed for securing to us our supplies j for the 
present we must depend upon the Spanish Governments^ and. their 
** Chief Director, Don Vincenti. 

^' I understand from Sir David Baird that you were kind enough 
" to spare him 40^000 /• from the monies you brought with you 
" from England. I, have to thank you for this supply : for when 
" he applied to me, it was with great ^ d^fl^culty I was able to spare 
" him 8000/. We are now in the greatest distress for money ; and 
** If a quantity does not speedily arrive from England, we must 
^^ depend upon the generosity of the Spaniards for our supplies. I 
^\ doubt at present if there is wherewithal, after the 24th of this 
*' month, to pay the troops their subsistence. I fear that in Eng- 
" land, until very lately, they were not aware of the impossibility 
** of procuring money cither in Portugal or Spain. I leave this to- 
-morrow, and shall proceed by Ciudad Rodrigo to Salamanca; 
^* where I shall hope to have the honour to hear from you. 

" I have the honour to be, &c. 

" John Moore. 
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^* I trust you will have the goodness to excuse whatever is in- 
** formal in this letter; you may helieve it proceeds from no dis- 
** tespect to you, but I have not been informed, and am quite ignorant 
" dT your appointment, whether Ambassador or Minister Plenipo- 
^* tentikty ; and thought it better to give you no titles, rather than 
*^ the wrong one." 

« To this letter the following answer was sent 

From the Hanourahte J. JET. Trere to His Excellency Sit John 

MooTCy iL JB. 

*^ SIB, Apm^ueXy N&v. 13, 180S. 

^^ r HAVS this evening received the letter which you 
'< £d me the honour to direct to m*^ from' Almeida, and which was 
'^ delivered to me by Lord' William BentiiK^k. . His messenger, who 
^' sets off with the account, which I received only this morning, of 
^^ the unlucky affair of the 10th near Burgos, enables me to thank 
^^ you for the view whidh you have grven me of your intended move- 
/^ nsents, and to ititigate the bad news, by the assurance which I 
^ think I can venture to ^ve, that it has not created any visible de« 
'^ gree of uheasiness or discouragement in the minds of the lea£ng 
*f persons here. The people, though much irritated, as it is said, 
^' are still iarther frt>m being dejected than their leaders. ' 5000 men 
^* marched forward to-day from Madrid, and two regiments front 
^^ Toledo, The fixed spirit of resistance which, without calculation 
^^ of danger or of means, seems to have rooted itself in the mind^ of 
^^ the people, appears superior to any reverses. 

" You will have heard of overtures of negotiation : it seems doubtful 
" whether Buonaparte meant to include Spain in the number of our 

allies with whom he proposes to treat ; and still more, whether he 
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^^ would offer terms which it would be possible to accept I should 
^^ incline to thinks therefore, that he had no other object than that of 
^^ cajoling the Emperor of Russia, and facilitating the conscription. 
^^ He will not disunite Spain afid England ; and I feel confident that 
<^ he will not succeed in lowering the tone, or relaxing the spirit, of 
*^ this country. 

You probably are already acquainted with the appointment of 
the Marquis Romana to the command of Castanos' and Blake's 
«< army. EUs nomination is, I understand, a popular one at Madrid; 
^^ and his long absence has given him an advantage which is peculiar 
^^ to him, that of being whoUy unmixed in the political intrigues 
of the day. 

I shall be obliged to Mr. Stuart for his assistance in the military 
<< as well 86 other parts of my correspondence ; a circumstance which 
^^ I trust will not be unsatisfectory to you, as it will, I am persuaded, 
^^ be conducive to the furthering of the public service. 
^^ I have the honour to be, 
^•Sir, 
^< Your obedient humble servant, 

*^ J. H. Feerb/' 

The preconceived notions of Mr. Frere were evinced even in this 
fint letter ; for he slurs over the defeat of the Esiremaduran army b^ 
calling it ^^ theunlud^yaffiurof the 10th ;'^ and he describes most 
emphatically the determined spirit of a people whom he had just 
come among. 

' The correspondence continues : 
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From Sir John Moore to the Right Honourable 
J. Hookham Frere. 

<tf SI]a Salamanca^ Nov, ),6, 1808. 

** I HAD last night the honour to receive your letter 
^^ of the 13th, together with letters of the 14th from Mr- Stuart and 
" Lord WiUiam Bentinck. 

It does not appear certain whether the French have advanced in 
any force to Valladolid ; and there is no reason 4:o think, from the 
'^ information which reached me last night, that they have passed it. 
" In the course of this day all this will be ascertained, from the 
reports of the officers and other persons I have sent out. 

General Pignatelli's conduct was certainly not such as became 
a person holding a situation of such trust He seems to have 
^^ run off upon the first alarm. It was right for him to retire, 
^^ and put his person in safety, but no farther ; there he should have 
stopped, and not have left the people without a head. It was his 
duty, I conceive, to have collected information, in order to com- 
municate it to me, and to those who, like me, were materially 
" interested. I did not know, until I received Mr. Stuart's letter, 
^^ that the defeat of the Estremadura army had been so complete. 

^^ It was however nothing more than was to be expected, when 
^^ so small a corps was committed so near to the strength of the 
" Enemy. 

^^ I have been unable hitherto to understand the movements and 
^^ positions of the Spanish armies ; but I have taken it for granted 
^^ that they were formed from local circumstances, and a knowledge 
^^ of the country, of which I was ignorant. I should otherwise have 
^^ said they were upon a scale much too great for the strength of 
^' their armies. I begin to fear that this is the case, and that, if 
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** their system be not changed, we shall all of us very soon be beaten 
" in detaiL To cover and protect the British army, whilst upon its 
" march from such distant points in order to unite, never seems to 
" have been in the contemplatioii of the Spanish generals j and 
" now, from the position the French have taken, the accomplish- 
** ment of it is become exceedingly precarious *. My position here is 
^' a bad one, in as much as my movements in it are confined, and 
" leave nothing but u barren country to retire upon. I should un- 
^* doubtedly be better at Valladolid j but it is impossible for -me to 
** go there, whilst the French in force are so near it, and the Spanish 
*^ armies are at such a distance. Until my force is united, I must 
" be covered and protected. As the corps come to me from such 
^^ opposite directions, Corunna and Madrid, I cannot move towards 
^^ one, without increasing my distance, and forsaking the other ; 
^^ and whilst they are each marching towards me, if I am forced to 
" fall back, they will both risk to be destroyed. The difference 
^* hitherto betvi^een the position of the Spanish and French armies, 
** as they have struck me, is this— the French, in order to con- 
** centrate, or to strengthen either flank, move upon the chord, the 
^^ Spaniards upon the circumference ; the movements of the one are 
^< short, and can be easily concealed, those of the other extended, 
^^ and exposed to be interrupted. I shall write to General Hope to 
^^ consider it as his object to join me at this place with all expedi- 
^^ tion ; but to be guided by the information he receives of the move- 
^^ ments of the Enemy, and to use his discretion. I shall direct 
*^ General Baird to collect the whole of lus corps at and about 
** Astorga, ,whence his retreat to G)runna is safe ; but not to come 
*^ towards me, until I give him notice ; and in this I shall be guided 
^* by what I perceive of the Enemy on this side of the Ebro, and 
^^ from the information I expect to receive from the Marquis de 

* Vide Appendix, K. p. 20. 
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^^ la Romana, of his designs^ and the direction he means to give to the 
*^ Spanish armies. I know not where to address the Marquis ; I 
^^ have therefore written this miKtary letter to you, and request you 
^^ will communicate its contents to him. 

" The contents of the two letters I addressed lately to General 
" Castano65 and which were sent under cover to Lord WiUiam Ben- 
" tinck, will of course be ^ven to him; — the tone of conciliation 
^^ which I have adopted in my letters to General Castanos^ and wliich 
*^ I shall continue to the Marquis Romana, I trust you will approve. 
I wish to impress upon whoever commands the Spanish armies^ 
that I consider myself as having but one interest with himi and 
that he will find me as ready as any of his own Genemls to follow 
and support his plans. The power and controul over the direction 
of my own army, which, as commanding an auxiliary force, I liave; 
I shall keep out of sight, and hope never to be obliged to exert 
You already know how much we are distressed for money. Mr. 
^' Stuart and Lord William both say that it is to be got by loan, or 
^^ for bills, at Madrid. This difiPers from the information given to 
me by Mr Kennedy ; but I shall be happy to find that they are 
right, and that Mr. Kennedy has been misinformed. If Mr. 
^^ Erskine were here, I should send him to Madrid for that purpose ; 
^^ for if money is to be found, (such are our necessities) that we must 
^^ get it upon any terms ; but, as Mr. Erskine has not joined me, and 
^' as, in his absence, I cannot spai'e Mr. Kennedy, I shall take it as 
" a very particular favour if you will be kind enough to give me your 
" assistance in this matter: — I have desired Mr. Kennedy to write 
" to you upon. it. 

" With respect to our supplies, I do not apprehend want. If they 
^^ exist in the country, and we have money, our Commissariat will 
^* procure them. What we want is, some persons conversant in the 
^* mode, and furnished with authority to call forth the aid of the 
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^* Country, and of the Magistrates and Civil Authorities ; if Don 
*^ Vincent! be the person entrusted by the Spanish Grovernment' 
^^ for the supply of thek army, some person from him, to whom 
*^ he has delegated his information and his correspondence with liis 
^* agents in the Provinces, is the person whom the Spanish Govem- 
^^ ment should appoint to attend the British army, and aid with his 
" knowledge and vrith his authority our Commissariat; — I should 
*^ rather this person were a man of character, not looking solely to 
making a property of us, but that could be trusted, and likely to 
be satbfied with having discharged an important duty, and with 
*^ such pecuniary revrard as would necessarily attend it. * ** 
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I have but one more subject to touch upon : — were the Officers 
*^ employed with the different armies to correspond, they might 
^* have been useful before either you or I were sent to Spain, and 
" when it was necessary for Government at heme to know what was 
passing; but I own that I disapprove of any person being autho- 
rized to correspond officially with Government but you and me. 
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If I want an English Officer at any time ta assist my communi- 
cation with any of the Spanish Generals with whom I am actii^, 
I can send one ; but^ in general, I shaU prefer a direct correspond- 
ence with the General himself, who will, of course, communicate 
many particulars to me, which it is unnecessary and highly impro- 
per for him to communicate to such Officers as are in general sent 
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•^ to them. My wish is, to overset the whole system ; to send them 
^* with their Spanish rank to England ; and to send^ as they may 
** occasionaUy be wanted either by yourself or me, Officers, or others, 
" who win look to no rank or emolument but from their own country, 
^ in whose duty alone they should consider themselves employed, and 
*^ who, when no longer wanted, return to their former occupations. 
" I have the honour to remain, &c. 

^* John Moore.'* 

Some of the predictions contained in the above letter were but too 
soon verified ; for next day a letter was received from Mr. Stuart at 
Madrid, of which the following is an extract : 

^Madrid, 17 th November, 1808, 
^^ The defeat experienced by Blake on the 11th of this 
^* month, the occupation of Valladolid by the French, and the distance 
*^ between the different divisions of your army, give room for the most 
^ melancholy reflections. The Orders which have been transmitted 
^ by the Junta, in consequence of this state of things, will, I fear, 
^ be very inadequate to meet the eviL 

*^ The advance of a few r^ments in Andalusia, the concentration 
*^ of the runaways from Burgos, &c. at Segovia, and the attempt to 
^^ render the passes of the Somasiera and the Guardarama defensible, 
** will not save Madrid or Spain. And unless Blake effects his 
*^ union with you, and Castanos brings together the whole of Arragon, 
^^ Catalonia, Reding's division, &c. so as to form a force superior to 
*^ opponents, who are increasing daily, I cannot flatter myself with 
*^ any serious hope of a good result." 

Other accounts were received of the defeat of General Blake's 
army, which softened the mii^ortune. But letters were received 
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from Colcmel Graham^ who was stationed with the Cientral Army, and 
who gave a sad detail of cabals and divisions between the Generals, 
vnth the injudicious interferences of the Junta. 

But neither reason, nor the experience of all ages, nor their own 
misfortunes, could prevail upon the Junta to appoint a Commander in 
Chief. Sir John Moore's ideas are best explained by himself. 

Sir John Moore to Mr. Fi^ere. 

^*J5IR, *^ Sahmmica^ I9th Ntyoember, 180S. 

^^ A CouRnsB from Madrid brought me this morning 
" letters from Mr. Stuart and Lord William Bentinck of the I7th: 
^^ the former inclosed an order from the Supreme Junta of Ciudad 
^' Rodrigo, to place 20,000 dollars at my disposition, to be repaid 
^^ hereafter. The Junta of this town are endeavouring to get money 
<« for us. Nothing can exceed the attention of the Marquis Cinalbo, 
" the President; the Clergy, with Dr. Curtis at their head, exert 
<< themselves ; and even a Convent of Nuns have promised five thou« 
^^ sand pounds; — all this shews great good will. The funds, how* 
^^ ever, which it can raise, are small, and very inadequate to oor 
^^ wants. I trust that you will be able to supply us more amply 
'^ from Madrid, until those from England arrive. A King's mes- 
'^ senger brought me, on the night of the l^th, a Letter from Lord 
^^ Castlereagh of the 2nd, in which he informs me, that two millions 
^^ of doUars are upon their passage to Corunna : but his Lordship 
^' adds, that the difficulty of procuring silver is such, in England, 
^' that I must not look for a frirther supply for some months, and 
*' he impresses the necessity of taking every means of obtaining 
'^ money upon the spot. The expected arrival of the above sum from 
^' England, must not, therefore, lessen your endeavours to get what 
you can for us at Madrid. 
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^* The French, who entered Valladolid upon the afternoon of the 
" 15th, left It the following morning ; they were a thousand cavalry 
*' and two pieces of cannon ; they returned to Placentia, and have 
•* not since advanced ft-om it, I have written to Sir David Baird to 

advance a part of his corps to Benavente, and to close up the rest 

to Astorga ; when this is done^ he vnXL forward that from Zamora, 

and follow with the rest ; but as the propriety of these movements 
" depends upon those of the Enemy^ the execution of them is left 
*^ entirely to Sir David's discretion, who must he guided by the in- 
" formation he receives ; — his rear wiU not reach Astorga before the 
** 4th of December. 

I heard of General Blake's defeat and retreat to Reynosa j but 

I knew no particulars^ until I received this morning Mr. Stuart's 
" letter. General Leith, who is employed with that army to corre- 
^^ spond, has never written a line to me since I was in command. 
^' I want General Officers ;—^ I have, therefore, written to him to 
" leave any of the QjSicers with him, to carry on the correspondence^ 
'* and to join Sir David Baii-d at Astorga* 

" The scenes which Colonel Graham describes, in his letters^ 
*' as passing at the Head Quarters of the Central Army, are deplor- 
*^ able. The imbecility of the Spanish Government exceeds belief. 
" The good-will of the inhabitants, whatever it may be, is of little 
** use whilst there exists no ability to bring it into action. 

^^ I am in communication with no one Spanish array ; nor am I 
" acquainted with the intentions of the Spanish Government, or of 
^^ any pf its Generals. Castanos, with whom I was put in correspon- 
^^ dence, is deprived of his command at the moment I might have 
'^ expected to hear from him ; and La Bomana, with whom I suppose 
^^ I am now to correspond (for it has not been officially communi- 
" cated to me) is absent — God knows where^ In tlie mean tune 
" the French are within four marches of me, whilst my army i^ only 
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^^ assembling : in what numbers they are, I cannot learn. No 
channels of intelligence have been opened to me ; and I have not 
been long enough in the country to procure them myself. I state 
these particulars to you. I wish it were in my power to go myself 
to Aranjuez, or Madrid, to represent them ; for really if things are 

^^ to continue in this state, the ruin of the Spanish cause, and the 

*^ defeat of their armies, is inevitable ; and it will become my duty 
to consider alone the safety of the British army, and to take steps 

" to withdraw it from a situation, where, without the possibility of 
doing good, it is exposed to certain defeat. 

I shall detain the King's messenger until I hear from you ; lest 

^^ you should wish to send by him any dispatches to England. I 

" shall beg of Lord William Bentinck to join the army, where, I 

^* think, his services will now be most useful. 

" I have the honour to be, &c. 

" John Moorb." 

In this letter Sir John Moore complains of not having heard from 
General Leith ; which was owing probably to the dilatoriness of the 
messenger, who at last reached Salamanca with the following 
tidings. 

From General Leith to Sir John Moore. 

^^ " Renedo Valley of CaqueringUj Province 

^ of Las Montanos de Santanderj 1 5th Nov. 1808. 

*^ I REGRET to inform you that the army of General 
*^ Blake, in which was lately incorporated the infantry of the Marquis 
^^ de la Romana's division, has been defeated in several attacks since 
*^ die 5th instant, and is entirely dispersed ; I have not time to enter 
" into detail of this unfortunate reverse, carrying with it such 
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** serious consequences, for fear of delaying the intimation of that 
** which is so essential to make known in general terms to the Com- 
" mander of the British army advancing from Portugal to Galicia. 
" The Estremaduran army has also experienced a reverse at Burgos. 
** In short, the British army has nothing to depend upon in Las 
" M ontanos de Santander. In Asturias there are but a few battalions, 
*^ totally undisciplined ; and, by the last accounts, the French occupy 
* ^ from Reynosa to Burgos. Except what remains of the Estremaduran 
*^ army, (of the position of which I am ignorant) and the British army, 
" there is nothing to prevent the Enemy from advancing towards 
" Leon and Valladolid that I know of. I very much suspect that he 
" will avail himself of this movement, to attack in detail the army 
" of Palafox and Castanos, united nominally ; and all of which are 
^* placed under the command of the Marquis de la Romana. The 
" army has suflFered principally from famine ; and I do not think 
" that it is possible to re-unite those who are flying in all directions, 
" nearer than Astorga and Oviedo. It does not appear that there 
" has been any want of spirit in the men ; and in many instances, 
** especially of the divisions of the North, distinguished conduct. 
" Some of the new Officers have not behaved so well. Captain 
" Pasly, Royal Engineers, who was sent to Head Quarters to ohtain 
^* information, and to communicate with the British army, I hope 
^^ may have given early intelligence of the state of things. Captain 
" Lefebren, R. E. is the bearer of this letter, and will be able to give 
*^ such information as may be required. I regret to state that Cap- 
*^ tain Rich, R. E. was wounded, but I hope he is doing well : I 
" caused him to be embarked on board the Cossack frigate at Sant- 
*^ ander, /from whence I saw seventeen sail of transports, with war- 
'* like stores and provisions, when there appeared no chance of thi^ 
" Province remaining covered from the Enemy, who, no doubt, will 
^' occiipy a point so useful to the Spaniards, alid eventually to the 
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^^ British. Santander was In the power of the Enemy, after poasesding^ 
" the roads of Escudo and Reynosa. The accounts of their havmg 
*^ entered that town are not yet received, however. The different 
" attacks have been at Zorosa (between Durango and Bilboa), Val- 
^^ maseda, Arantia ; and tlie total deroute, after a defeat at Espinosa 
<^ de las Montanax. About 7000 re-assembled at Reynosa on the 
" 13th instant, but without any order ; from thence they retreated 
" after dark, and have arrived in this valley,, as a half-starved and 
^< straggling mob, without officers, and all mixed in utter confusion. 
Never has there been so injudicious and ruinous a system begun and 
persisted in, as that which has led to the serious disasters of the 
present moment. The Marquis de la Romana, who is here, is 
quite of that opinion ; and if the army on the other side, and near 
'^ the Ebro,. has not^ or shall not have suffered before he can take 
^^ this direction, I hope affairs may resume a more iavourable 
<^ aspect. I had prepared copies of reports on the different affairs^ 
addressed by different Officers to Lord Castlereagh : but, unfcMrtu-- 
nately, all my papera are on board the Cossack man of war. Mr. 
Amiotte, the Deputy Commissary-General, has been in such bad 
health since his arrival, that it was difficult enough to get the stores, 
&C. embarked. I apprehend the convoy, chiefly consisting of 
warlike stores for the Marquis of Romana'is division, and arms and 
^^ provisions, under my orders, for the aid of the armies of Spain, has 
^^ gone to Corunna ; as they could not at this season keep the sea, 
^^. and there is no good port nearer than the last-mentioned, from 
^* whence the roads towards Leon are not so good. I should hope 
" soon to get near the British army. Under the present circumstances, 
^^ I feel an awkwardness at leaving the Marquis de la Romana, with 
** whom I have received particular instructions to communicate on 
** any point still unsettled. I hope, however, he will soon be i^ble to 
disengage himself from this part of the army (if such it c^ be 
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** called) ; and he may probably be obliged to go near the British 
^^ army before he can communicate with the rest of his own troops. 

" I have the honour to be, &c. 

*^ James Leith, 
M, General 

*^ I inclose a rough idea of the situation of this valley, relatively 
^* to the great route from Reynosa to Santander/' 

Nothing certainly could be worse judged, than the orders sent by 
the Junta to General Blake to fight the French army alone ; instead 
of directing him to fall back, and unite with General Baird at Astorga ; 
for this Spanish army was in no condition to contend with regular 
troops. There were, it is true, between eight and nine thousand 
regular soldiers, who had escaped firom Denmark with the Marquis 
of Bomana, and who fought well j but they were overpowered by 
superior numbers. The rest of this army consisted of unfortunate 
peasants, who had suffered with constancy for four months pri- 
vations which would have annihilated a British army. 

They had endured excessive fatigue, were without shoes^ almost 
without clothes, exposed to the cold on snowy mountains, obliged 
frequently to depend for subsistence on such animals as they caught 
by accident ; on meat without salt, a food totally repugnant to the 
habits of Spaniards. They passed many days without bread. Their 
condition was so wretched, that it is not to be wondered at that they 
were easily dispersed, and had no inclination to rally. 

Some of the fugitives even passed Salamanca^ 

The Marquis Romana did not consider it prudent to remain at 
Reynosa ; he retired to Leon, to re-assemble as many as he could 
collect. 
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It was now in the choice of Buonaparte either to turn his arms 
against Castanos, who was posted in Arragon, or to march against 
the British, prevent their junction, and compel them to retire to Por- 
tugal and to their ships. 

Sir John Moore could do nothing to hinder this ; for, being placed 
nearly in the centre between two divisions of his army which were 
approaching from different points, he was consti-ained to wait at 
Salamanca, in expectation that they should be permitted to join him. 
The following extract of a letter to one of his brothers marks his 
view of the" state of affairs. It is dated Salamanca, November- 26, 
1808. 

" Upon entering Spain I have found affairs in a very dif- 
ferent state from what I expected, or from what they are thought 

to be in England. 

I am in a scrape from which God knows how I am to extricate 
" myself. But, instead of Salamanca, tbis army should have been 
*^ assembled at Seville. The poor Spaniards deserve a better fate, 
*^ for they seem a fine people ; but have fallen into hands who have 
*^ lost them by their apathy and ******. 

" The Junta, jealous of their Generals, gave them no power; but 
" kept them at the head of separate armies, each independent of the 
" other. Thus they have prevented any union of action. 

" They took no pains to recruit the armies, or to furnish them 
*^ with arms and clothing. In short, during the interval that the 
" French were weak, they did nothing either to overpower them 
" before their reinforcements arrived, or to meet them with superior 
*^ numbers when reinforced. 

"When I marched into this country, in three divisions, from 
" Corunna, Lisbon, and round by Madrid, instead of finding any 
*^ army to cover the junction of the three corps, until our supplies 
" and stores came up, which were necessary to enable us to act ; 
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I found that the Spanish armies were placed on each flank of the 

French ; one in Biscay, and the other on the river Alagon ; at 
*^ such a distance as to be able to give no sort of support to each 
** other, or to combine their movements ; and leaving it also in the 

power of the French to attack either army with their whole force, 

as soon as they were ready. 

" They accordingly attacked Blake, and have completely dispersed 

his army. Officers and men are flying in every direction. Many 

of them have passed this. / 

They also got a corps, called the Estremadura army, beat at 

Burgos; where they sent it, without any motive, close to the 
** strength of the French. 

^^ I was desired to correspond with Castanos, and combine my 
^^ movements with him ; but as I began my correspondence, he was 
^' suspended, and the Marquis of Romana named to the chief com- 
^^ mand ; but who, when I last heard, was at Santandero. 

" I am in no correspondence with any of their generals or armies. 
^* I know not their plans, or those of the Spanish government. No 
^^ channels of information have been opened to me ; and, as yet a 

stranger, I have been able to establish no certain ones for myself. 
The Enemy are at ValladoUd, in what force I cannot make out ; 
" and I have my junction to make with Baird, whose whole force 
" will not be at Astorga until the 5th of December, and with Hope, 
** who will be at Arevola about the same time. 

" Castanos and Palafox have about 40,000 men, mostly undisci- 
^^ plined peasants, upon the Ebro and Alagon. And this is all the 
" Spaniards have to oppose 100,000 French troops. The provinces 
" are not armed ; and, as to enthusiasm, I have seen no marks of it. 

" That the Spaniards must be driven from Madrid is inevitable ; 
*' they have no force to resist. When they will bring up, or if they 
^^ will bring up at all, I cannot guess. In this province, and 
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^' throughout Old Castile, there is no mark of any intention io 
^' make any effort. The French cavalry are overrunning the plains, 
'' raising contributions, to which the people submit without re- 
^^ sistance. 

^* There may be more character in other parts. Enthusiasm, and 
" an obstinate determination not to submit to the French yoke, may 
^* do much. But even in this case the Government has been impro- 
^^ vident : arms, ammunition, and other means, are wanting. 

" The probability therefore is that the French will succeed j and 
"if they do, it will be from no talent having sprung up, after the 
** first effort, to take advantage of the impulse, and of the enthusiasm 
'^ which then existed. 

" I understand all is fear and confusion at Madrid. 

^' Tell James it is difficult to judge at a cBstance. The Spaniards 
* ^* have not shewn themselves a wise or a provident people. Their 
" wisdom is not a wisdom of action; but still they are a fine people ; 
*^ a character of their own, quite distinct from other nations ; and 
*' much might have been done with them. Perhaps they may rouse 
^^ again. Pray for me that I may make right decisions : if I make 
" bad ones, it wdll not be for want of consideration. 

" I sleep little, it is now only five in the morning; and I have con- 
** eluded, since I got up, this long letter. 

^' Your affectionate brother, 

^* John Moore/' 

One of the qualities of the mind with which Sir John Moore was 
gifted in a most extraordinary degree, was that of prescience. The 
letters he wrote during the campaign to two military friends, as 
well as those to his own family, prove that he foresaw very early 
every event which afterwards took place. No movement was made 
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by Buonapartei however artfully concealed, that was unexpected by 
him. Therefore, though the intelligence he received was always 
defective, and generally Mse, he was often able to supply the defi- 
ciency by a most extraordinary sagacity. 

A circumstance occurred at this time, to the honour of the Spa- 
niards, which is thus related in his Journal : 

Lord Proby was at TordesiUas reconnoitring, when a patrde of 
French cavalry came into the town. They stayed some time. 
Every man in the town knew that Proby was there, for he had 
been two days among them ; yet not a man betrayed him. And 
when the cavalry left the place, and his Lordship came into the 
street, they all testified their satisfaction, and declared that, though 
they had no arms, they would have died rather than have allowed 
^' him to be taken.'' 

Sir David Baird in his march from CWunna had to struggle with 
difficulties of a kind totally new to hinu 

. This General had distinguished himself in many campaigns in 
Ipdia, where the British army are usually accompanied with so nu- 
merous a train of slaves, servants, and sutlers, horses, bullocks, and 
elephants, that the troops are not only abundantly supplied with 
necessaries, but even furnished with many luxuries* 

But here Sir David had to encounter a thousand deficiencies ; he 
met with a variety of obstacles to his progress, and received little 
aid from the Spaniards to overcome them. In order to procure 
sufficient supplies for the troops, and to be able to carry forward 
the baggage, he was obliged to divide his small corps into smaller 
detachments ; each foUowing the other at considerable distances. 
He arrived at Astorga November 19 with a part of his infantry ; but 
the following extract of a letter which he wrote from that place, will 
€3q[>lain his situation;. 
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Sir David Baird to Sir JoJun Moore. 

^^ MY DEAR SIR JOHN, November 23rf. 

" The more I consider our situatioD, the more I am 
^' convinced of the danger that would attend my making, at the 
" present moment, any movement in advance, or attempt to join 
" you, until my force is more collected. We have no kind of sup- 
" port to expect from the Spaniards, who are completely dispersed 
" and driven from the field. And if I were to move forward the 
^^ infantry I have at present here, I should necessarily expose myself 
"to be beaten in detail, without a chance of being able to oppose 
any effectual resistance. 

" The Enemy are certainly at Mayorga, and their parties have 
pushed forward almost close to Benavente. From my present want 
of cavalry I have not been able to ascertain how forward their infen- 
try may be. But as they have had the army which defeated Blake 
" unoccupied since the 13th, and that which routed the Estrema- 
" durans since the 10th, I cannot believe that they are very remote. 

** On my left they have pushed forward as far as St. Vincento de 
" la Burena and Colombas, both of which places were attacked on 
" the 19th instant. Of their being carried there can be little doubt ; 
" as there does not appear to be any force in the Asturias sufficient 
" to resist them. And should they have been successful, my com- 
munication with my rear may be endangered, by their advance 
on the road thfough Monderedo or Lugo. 
" Under these circumstances I have felt it my duty to consult 
^* with the General Officers here, as to the measures it would be 
" proper to adopt ; and their sentiments are perfectly in unison with 
" my own ; that unless you should judge it absolutely requisite, it 
<< would not be advisable to attempt to advance^ vtithout I should 
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•^ be able to assemble my whole force at this "place, previous to be- 
*^ ginmng to move. Should however the Enemy advance in force 
^* before that time, which will not be previous to December 4, from 
the general tenor of your letters to me, and particularly from the 
intention you express in that of the 15th of falling back on 
Ciudad Rodrigo, if the Enemy approach nearer than Valladolid, I 
shall instantly commence my retreat, taking care if possible to 
move by the time they are within three days' march of me, to 
prevent the confosion and loss necessarily attendant on a close 
** pursuit. 

" I had written thus far when I had the satisfaction to recejive 
*^ your two letters of the 19th instant ; and it is particularly grati- 
*' fying to me to have your sanction to the measures I proposed to 
** adopt It is very extraordinary that I have been unable to ob- 
** tain any sort of information respecting the position of the Enemy's 
^^ infantry, although I have used every endeavour to get intelligence. 

^* I inclose a copy of some intelligence communicated by a person 
^^ who was sent from Leon to obtain information respecting the move- 
meats of the French, and of a letter written by Colonel Graham 
frt>m the head-quarters of Castanos' army. 
" From the latter it is clearly apparent how very much exaggerated 
^* the accounts generally circulated of the strength of the Spanish 
'^ armies have been. In all probability Castanos. and Palafox may 
^^ by this time have met with the same reverse as Blake ; in which 
^^ case the Spaniards could have no force deserving the denomination 
^ €^.an army in the field. 

As it could never be intended by the British Government that 
our army should engage in the defence of this Country unaided 
^^ and unsupported by any Spanish force, I confess, my dear Sir 
^^ John, I begin to be at a loss to discover an object at this mo- 
^* ment in Spain : it being very evident that the Spaniards are 
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^ not at this moment in a situation to be capable of assembling a 
" force competent to offer any serious resistance to the progress of the 
*^ French arms* 

It is very remarkable that I have not jurocured the least intel- 
ligence, or received any sort of communication, from any of the 
^^ official Authorities at Madrid, or either of the Spanish Generals. 
" Neither Mr. Frere nor Lord William Bentinck have written to me 
" for a considerable time. 

^^ I remain, my dear Sir John, &c. 

'' D. Bairb/' 

This excellent letter shews how very just a notion Sir David Baird 
entertained of the Spanish affairs ; and it appears that both himself, 
and the Generals in his army, saw the prospect of events in even 
a more desponding light than Sir John Moore, who indeed states at 
this period in his Journal — 

** I see my situation as clearly as any one, that nothing can be 
^^ worse ; for I have no Spanish army to give me the least assistance, 
^' only the Marquis Romana is endeavouring to assemble the fugitives 
^^ from Blake's army at Leon. 

^^ Yet I am determined to form the junction of this army, and to 
" try our fortune. We have no business here as things are ; but, 
^^ being here, it would never do to abandon the Spaniards without a 
" struggle/' 

The difficulty of obtaining intelligence was one of the great em- 
barrassments which the English had to contend with; and,. what 
was quite unexpected, the Spanish generals complained as much of 
this as the English. 

It was excessively difficult to learn the truth by private means, 
and the public official reports were uniformly false. Many other 
examples will occur in the progress of this narrative. On the 
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23(1 of November General Blake wrote from Leon, that the French 
had advanced from Sahagune^ and were collecting a force at Ampadia 
and Rio Seco. And the Marquis Romana transmitted additional 
information^ which was repeated through other channels^ /* that 
" the Enemy had, on the 24th instant, collected a corps of 14,000 
" infantry at Rio Seco, and that they had in addition 4000 cavalry 
^* in that neighbourhood." Sir David Baird naturally believed this 
inibrmation ; and concluded that this corps was intended to fall upon 
him before his troops werb collected in a body. He therefore pre- 
pared to retreat, and applied to Sir John Moore for directions, whe- 
ther the cavalry should retire through Portugal, or be embarked, 
and go by sea. 

Sir John however discovered, that Blake and Romana had been 
deceived by reports spread in consequence of a strong corps of 
French cavalry scouring the country. They had diffused a wide 
alarm ; but the General learnt that the principal part of the French 
army was marching against Castanos. He therefore sent orders to 
Sir David Baird to advance and join him. These false accounts had 
however the effect of retarding the junction. 

The situation of affairs in Spain was becoming more and more' 
critical ; and every account sent to Sir John Moore by men of sound 
judgment was filled with convincing proofs that the Spanish Govern- 
ment had most unwisely concealed their veiy desperate state from 
their ally. 

Lieut-General Hope, who always fulfilled the wishes of his Com- 
mander, had persevered in a toilsome march ; and, by indefatigable 
exertions, and good arrangements, had provided for the subsistence 
of the corps placed under his command, and brought them forward 
to the neighbourhood of Madrid. 

The accounts he wrote from that City, November 20, were just 
and discouraging. He there found Lord William Bentinck, who had 
transmitted so much usefrd and accurate information. 
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They both had a conference with the artful^ sidbtle, and.unprindpled 
]\f orla — a political hypocrite acting the part of a patriot^ a Spanish 
nobleman despising honour. 

This base man^ foreseeitig the probaUe supeiiority of Buonaparte, 
secretly combined with him; and was now cunningly retsuxfing 
every useful measure, and s^^esting every miscliievous one which 
he durst^ without exciting suspicion of hi^ designs. As Sir John 
Moore ^ perceived there was no Spanish force in the North capable 
of opposing the French armies, he was considering of the expe- 
diency of carrying the English army to the South, and there mak* 
ing a stand, where there might be a probability of giving effec- 
tual aid. 

In lli,e above conference, Morla, aware of this judicious plan, did 
his utmost to prevent its being adopted, and endeavoured to entrap a 
part at least of the British army. 

The words of General Hope's letter are, 

*^ MY X>£AB MOOEE,. Madrid, 20th Nvoemiery 180S. 

" In consequence of a pressing letter frcmi. Lord 
William Bentinck, I yesterday came to Madrid. 

This morning Lord William and I have had a long conversation 
" with Don T. Morla, authorised by the Junta to converse with us 
*^ upon the state of afiairs. 

" Much desidtory reasoning passed at this conference ; and it is 
" perfectly evident that they are altogether without a plan, as to 
" their future military operations, either in the case of success or 
" misfortune. 

" Every branch is affiscted by the disjointed and inefficient con- 
" structton of their Government. 

♦ Vide Appendix, L. M. P. pp. 2a, 26, SS. 
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^^ The only result af this conference that can be worth communi- 
'^ eating to yon is, that it is the decided opinion of Morla, and stated 
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by him as what the Government also wish, that in case of the 
British force being now prevented from forming a junction, for the 
purpose of advancing to imdertake active offensive operations, a 
junction of whatever part of that force it may be practicable to 
bring together should take place in the centi-e of Spain/' 



Men of strict honour and integrity, like Lord William Bentinck 
and General Hope, are never prone to suspicion. It is from subse* 
qu^ut facts that it becomes clear, that this advice was insidiously 
given. Had it been followed, the British army, which was too small 
to cope with the French even when combined, must have been se- 
parated ; and that portion which dbould approach the centre of Spain 
would have become an easy prey to Buonaparte ; while the remainder 
would have been too weak to have been efficacious. 

On the 27th of November this letter arrived : 

Mr. jR-ere to Sir John Moore. 

** SIB, JranJaeZf 25 Ntw. 1808. 

^^ I SEND inclosed the copy of a Note which I addressed 
" to M. Graray, secretary of the Junta, and which contains the re- 
" capitulation of a conference which I had with' liim (on the subject 
" of your letters addressed to me and to Lord William Bentinck) in 
" the presence of Mr. Stuart. I have likewise inclosed his answer, 
" which I have just received. It is difficult to account entirely for 
•* the want of information of which we have to complain. It is 
^^ o^ng certainly in part to the mistaken notions of secrecy and 
" mystery whi<^ are attached to the concerns of Grovernment, which 
^* is incidental to people who are unexpectedly called to the manage-* 
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" ment of public affairs. Something, I am afraid, is likewbe to be 
" imputed to a jealousy of Great Britain; as if we presumed upon 
*^ the obligations under which this Country is placed. But most of 
" all, the confusion of their own system of intelligence, or, more 
" properly speaking, the want of system, is the cause of the uncer- 
" tainty in which we are left upon points of the greatest con- 
" sequence. 

" The accounts, however, which have been received to-day have 
been pereonally too alarming for concealment. A courier has 
arrived who left the advanced posts of the French at Medina celi ; 
and an express has since come in from Torriga with an account 
*^ of firing having been heard at Siguen9a. As the French are su- 
" perior in cavalry, and there is nothing to stop them between that 
" place and this, the Junta are in immediate expectation of their ap- 
" proach, and had determined this evening on retiring upon Cordova. 
" I am in hopes that they have been prevailed upon to relinquish 
*^ this plan, and to content themselves at present with retreating to 
" Toledo. The following is the statement of the numbers of their 
*^ troops in New Castile : 



At Buitrago - 


- 5000 


Segovia - 


- 4^00 


Somosierra 


- 6400 


Madrid - 


- 5300 



" The force of the Enemy is reckoned at about eleven thousand 
*^ men, of which six thousand cavalry under General Belliard. 

*^ I inclose a report which has just been sent me relative to Blake's' 
*^ army. I find upon enquiry, that the date of the attack is the 19th ' 
** at night. Columbres is not above two or three leagues from the first ' 
" village of Asturias. I learn at the same time, tjiat one of the Asturian 
^^ Deputies to whom I had directed my enquiries has already left the ' 
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" Sitlo. The Marquis Romana on the 17th was attempting to make a 
^* stand at Torra de la Vega. General Leith had given orders, which 

had been properly executed, for evacuating the post of St. Ander. 
^^ No courier has been received from Castanos ; and it is clear, from 
'^ the situation of the French, that the direct communication is cut 
" off. Great discontent and perplexity are known to be prevalent at 
*' head-quarters. 

*^ Mr. Stuart will be able to give you better accounts of the military 
" condition of Madrid. There are about 8 or 10,000 musquets, and 
^^ ammunition has been distributed. 

*^ The Junta appear at present more anxious for your union "with 
*' Blake than for covering Madrid. What they most deprecate, and 
" I think with most reason, is a retreat upon Portugal. It would 
" sink the hearts of the whole country, and would give the impres- 
" sion of our h?tving, after an ineifectual effort, relapsed into the old 
^* limited system of protecting Portugal. 

" I must apologise for the apparent formality of this letter, which 
** does not proceed from any inclination to commence a less confi- 
*^ dential mode of communication between us; but is owing to the 
" hurry which the circumstances I have mentioned will account for, 

" Believe me, &c. 

« J. H. Frere.'^ 

There are two singular passages in this letter. The first is, it is 
stated that the force of the Enemy is about eleven thousand men* 
Where this force was, is not mentioned ; but the Junta ought to have 
known that at this period Buonaparte was advancing rapidly with 
nearly 80,000 ; and this information ought to have been conununi- 
cated to Sir John Moore. The second is, that Mr. Jrere strongly 
deprecates a retreat on Portugal. This probably was not an ori- 
ginal error of Mr. Frere's, but instilled into his. mind by Morla; 
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for otherwise a person totally ignorant of military affairs would 
hardly have ventured to express so decidedly his opinion of a military 
movement to an experienced General. 

Morla was now become the chief ruler of the Junta ; and was con- 
sidered a man of the first abilities in Spain. He had been appointed 
President of the Board charged with military afiSadrs, and was with 
great success effecting the destruction of the Spanish armies, fte- 
vious to his interference, the Generals Castanos and Blake had most 
judiciously acted upon the defensive : that system was now repro-* 
bated; and the Generals were impelled forward, contrary to their 
judgment. Morla was, however, not content with the destruction 
of the Spanish armies in succession : but, in order to complete the 
subjugation of Spain, he got himself appointed by the Junta* to 
treat with the English Generals ; and empowered to proceed to the 
execution of such measures as were urgent and peremptory. 

Being invested with this authority, he did not fail to exert it; 
and had his advice or requisitions been literally obeyed, not a man of 
the British army could have escaped. 

The following is the requisition made by Mr. Frere to the Supreme 
Junta, in consequence of Sir John Moore's letter to him. 



f Ihi Mr. Frere h son Excellence Mr. de Garay. 

** MONSIEUR, *^ Aranjuezy 2S Novembre, 1808. 

" J'ai crft devoir adresser k votre Excellence, comme 
" Membre et S^cr^taire de la Supreme Junta Centrale, une repr^- 
" sentation qui m' a par& trop importante pour ne pas 6tre communis 

♦ Vide Mr. De Garay to Mr, Frere, which soon follows, 
t Vide Trandation in Appendix, Q. p. 34. 
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^^ qu^ k cette assemble par an de ces individus distmga^ par sa 
^^ confiance et charg^ de ses plus importautes fonctions. 

^^ Des lettres qui me sont parvenuea de la part de Sir J. Moore 
^^ m' ont donn^ occasion de yous r^capituler les plaintes qu'il m' adres- 
soit, et qu' il regrettoit (me disoit il) ne pas pouvoir adresser en 
persoane k Aranjuez. 

^^ 11 se plaint d^abord de V itat d'incertitude dans lequel il se tixmve, 
relativement au nombre et aux positions de TEnnemi^ et mSme 
aux projets et ^v^nemens de la campagne^ au point (me dit^il) 
que, lors de 1' Evacuation peu militaire de Valladolid par le G^n^ral 
" Pignatelli, cet Officier n' a pas crd devcnr lui en envoyer I'avis. 
^^ Les details de la route et de TEtat effectif de V Arm^ d'Eatremadore 
^^ lui ont 6t4^ Egalement long terns inconnus ; la retraite da G4n<6rdl 
Blake, et sa retraite sur Reynosa, lui ont 6i£ ^galement inconnaes 
jusqu' k ce qu' il en re9ut enfin la nouvelle par la voye de JMbubid. 
II poursuit en ces termes : ^ Je ne suis en conunujiication avec 
^ ancune des Arm^s, ni au fait des intentions du Gouvemement 
^ Espagnol, ni d' aucun de ses GEn^ux. 

^ Caatanos, avec qui on m' avoit mis en correspondance^ est dims 
^ de son commandement au moment oii j' aurois pik attendre de ses 
^ nouvelles ; et Romana, avec qui je dois maintenant^ je suppose, ^i^r 
^ en correspondance, est absent. En attendant, les Francois ne sont 
^ qu' k quatre jours de marche de mon uxjxxie qui ne &it que s' assem- 
^ bier ; mais je ne peux encore apprendre V 4iXLt de leur force. Aucun 
^ canal d'information ne m' a 4t4 ouvert, et je ne suis pas depuis assez 
^ long tems dans le pays pour me les procurer moi-m^me. Je .vous 
^ &is part de ces particularit^s. Je voudrois pouvoir aller moi-m^me 
^ k Aranjuez, ou Madrid, en j^dre la repr^entation ; car, vraiment, 
^ si les choses doivent rester dans cet ^tat^ la ruine de la cause d^Es- 
^ pagne, et la d^ibite de ses Arm^s, ne pent pas manquer ; et ii 
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^ deviendra de moft devoir de ne regarder que la s&urit^ de rArmfe 
* Britannique, ct de prendre des mesures pour la tirer d'une situation 
^ ou, sans la possibility d' 6tre utile, eUe est expos^ k une d^faite 
^ certaine/ 

" En r^onse k ces observations relatives au G^n^ral Castanos 
*^ et au Marquis de la Romana, V. E. m' apprit, k ma trfes grande 
f * surprise, qu* il y avoit dix jours k peu ipris que des ordres avoient 
^^ 4t6 expedi4s au Marquis de la Romana pour venir prendre le com- 
^^ mandemeut de TArm^e du Centre, en laissant celle du Nwd et des 
*^ Asturies aux ordres de M. Blake. 

Le secret commun k une assemble de 32 personmes auroit pii, 
ce me semble, 6tre confix au Ministre de S. M. B. sans augmenter 
beaucoap le risque de sa divulgation, quand mSme il n' auroit pas 
^^ 4t4 question d' un fait int^tessant, et dont la connoissance ^toit 
n^cessaire pour la correspondance dont pouvoit d^pendre la surety 
de TArmee Angloise. II ra' a parft que V. E. ne se montreroit pas 
^^ insensible k la justice de cette reflexion ; k laquelle j' aurois pft 
ajouter que la nouvelle de V entrfe des Franfois k ValladoHd m* a 
^< £t4 cach^ ; que, lors mdme que je demandois si le bruit public qui 
*^ Tannoncoit avoit queique fondement, on Uk* a r^pondu, qu' il n' Aoit 
" arriv^ ce jour la aucune nouvelle ofEcielle except^ sur le transport 
** de quelques pi^s d'artillerie, je crois, k Segovie. D m'^toit done 
^* impossible de croire, d' apr^s une pareille r^ponse, que des nouvelles 
^^ authentiques avoient apport^ la cerdtude de F^v^nement sur lequel 
*^ je demandois une explication, et qu'on avoit crft pouvoir la dissi- 
" muler par une Equivoque fond^ sur la non-arrivde du rapport 
^^ officiel du Commandant. La nouvelle de la d^faite du G^n^ral 
" Blake, nouvelle qui auroit pA causer la perte totale des deux divisions 
<< qui commencoient k se former sous les G^n^raux Moore et Baird, 
*^ m'a ^t^ eflTectivement communique, mais le soir du lendemain de 
*' Tarrivfe du Courier. 
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^^ Je suis bien loin d'eprouver le moindre sentiment d'aigreur per* 
sonelle contre des personnes infiniment respectables, qui n' ont fait 
que suivre un syst^me qui leur aura ^t^ present, tant pour les 
r^ponses que pour le silence ; mais il est de mon devoir de r^clamer 
^^ hautement contre la continuation d' un syst^me, qui sans assurer 
le secret vis-k-vis des Ennemis, ^tablit la defiance et le myst^re k 
^^ la place de cette confiance qui devoit servir de base aux combinaisons 
" desquelles doit d^pendre le sort de la guerre actuelle. 

^^ J' ai appris avec beaucoup de plaisir la^nouvelle du rappel de la 
^^ Commission d^sorganatrice envoy^e k TArm^e du Centre, ainsi que 
*^ celle de la nomination de M. de Morla avec de pleins pouvoirs pour 
^^ conf^rer et conclure avec nos 0£Bciers sur tous les objets relatifs h, 
^^ un syst^me de co-operation efiicaee ; j^ ^sp^re que ces pouvoirs 
^^ seront encore augment^, tant pour Ja partie executive, que pour la 
^^ d^ib^rative. 

^^ JJ expedition d' un Courier pour le Marquis de la Romana lui 
^^ aura, sans doute, apport^, selon les instructions de V. E. un ordre 
" de s' aboucher avec le G^n^ral Sir J. Moore. 

^* Je ne puis finir sans remercier V. E. de V attention avec laquelle 
^^ elle a ^cout^, dans une premiere con£^rence, les details d'une rdpr^- 
<< sentation n^ssairement facheuse. 

*' Je la prie, &c. 

" J. H. FaBRB/* 

This letter is certainly not written in very respectful terms ; es- 
pecially as the persons so harshly complained of were exercising 
sovereign powers. The following mild answer was however returned : 
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Translation. 
" To the Right Hon. J. HooTcham Frere. 

'* MOST EXCELLENT SIB, Aranjuex, Nw, 24, UOS. 

" I HAVE laid before the Supreme ruling Junta of the 
" Kingdom the note your Excellency was pleased to address to me 
^^ yesterday, relative to the compledht made to you by Sir John Moore, 
" with regard to the state of ignorance in whidi he was kept with re- 
^^ spect to the number and positions of the Enemy, and to the events 
^' and operations of our Armies. 

^' Of the evaoiation of Valladolid, which was not a military move- 
" ment, the Supreme Junta knows nothing ; neither of the particu- 
^^ Ian of an action in which «ie of the divisions of the Army of Es- 
" tremadura was concerned. The same is the case with regard to the 
^' details of the operations of General Blake ; who states that he has 
^^ had two engagements — the one of which was in favour of our arms, 
" and the other, though of no great advantage to the Enemy, obliged 
" him to retreat to Reynosa. 

^^ Each of the Generals had received positive orders from the Junta, 
** which are now reiterated to them by extraordinary couriers, to com- 
" municate with the English General, and to act in concert with 
*^ him. His Majesty would receive the highest satisfaction if Sir 
^^ John Moore could appear personally at Aranjuez or at Madrid, 
'^ to make such observationis, and to adjust those points which he 
'' thinks might conduce to the removal of those circumstances which 
^^ appear contrary to the good understanding, and which might pro- 
" duce all the effect that may be expected from our union with the 
'' great power which with such generosity a£fords us assistance^ 
^^ and which the Junta could not see disappointed or weakened with- 
*^ out the greatest regiet. This, however, cfould not happen, if, acting 
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^' in concert, and with a perfect harmony, we avail ourselves of a 
" speedy union of the forces, to complete the destruction of the Enemy, 
" and of his plans ; if, the English troops forming a junction with 
" the left of our army, we compose a formidable body of 70,000 infan- 
" try and 6000 cavalry, a force with which we should be certain of 
*^ the blow, and which we never could be by any diflFerent conduct. 

^^ Then the generous efforts of our ally, England, would complete 
^^ the work ; under whose happy and auspicious commencement the 
^^ eternal friendship and alliance by which the two nations are for 
^^ ever to be united began ; so that neither interest nor policy will 
^^ ever be sufficient to break the bonds by which they are united. 

" When I spoke to your Excellency with regard to General Casta- 
^^ nos, I had the honour to explain to you the strong and political 
** motives that existed for acting as we had done. Your Excellency 
^^ was convinced ; and it was then determined, that he should not quit 
^' the command until the arrival of the Marquis de la Romana. In, 
*^ this there has been no aecret ; nor should there be any, however im- 
" portant it may be, with regard to the Minister of a friendly Nation^ 
'^ towards whom the Junta feels the greatest personal esteem and con- 
^^ sideration, independent of his official character. 

*^ The Junta knew of the Enemy's entry into Valladolid, and;, 
^^ afterwards, of the evacuation of, that city by the French troops, who 
*^ made but a very short stay there. General Morla is appointed to 
" treat with the English Generals, to agree upon the necessary plans 
^^ and operations, and to give information of them to the Supreme 
** Junta ; proceeding immediately to the execution of those measures 
*^ which are urgent and peremptory. 

" I have now only to assure your Excellency of the particular satis- 
€u3tion and pleasure I derived from hearing your remarks on these 
matters, which led to this our first conference. I shall be ready to 
repeat it, with pleasure, as often as your Excellency n;iay think 
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^' proper ; either at your house, or wherever else you may choose to 
^' appoint. In the mean time, 

" I am, &c 

V ^ Martin de Garay." 

Sir John Moore did Tiot think it eic^dient to accept of the invita- 
tion ^ven in this letter to go to Aranjuez or Madrid, -and leave the 
troops at Salamanca, in the present threatening posture of afiairs. 

His occupations were too important to admit of such an interrup- 
tion ; and the quantity of business he transacted may be conceived 
from the manner in which his time was daily employed. 

He always rose between three and four in the morning, lighted 
his fire and candle by a lamp which was placed in his room, and em* 
ployed himself in writing till eight o'clock, when the officers of the 
family were assembled for breakiast. 

After breakfast he received the General Officers, and all persons 
with whom he had business ; and the necessary orders were issued. 
His pen was frequently in his hand in the forenoon also ; for he 
wrote all his letters himself. He always rode before dinner for 
fua hour or two, either to view the troops, or to reconnoitre the 
country. 

His table was plentiful ^ and the company v^ed from fourteen to 
•twenty officers. He was a very plain and moderate eater, and seldom 
drank more than three or four glasses of wine, conversing with his 
officers with great frankness and cheerfulness. His portfolio was 
usually opened again before he went to bed ; but, unless kept up by 
Jbusiness, he never sat up later than tea o'clock. 

By this regularity and assiduity all his affairs were transacted with 
order, and without procrastination. 

The information conveyed by Mr. Garay's letter was most unsatis- 
&ctory. It contained no foundation upon which a decision could 
be built. 
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'Hierefore, as the troops were not yet ^sembled^ Sir John wrote 
to learn the opinion of Mr. Frere. 

Sir John Moore tm his JSwcellenctf J. H. Frere, 

*^ SIRV Salamanca ji 27 Niro. iSOa, 

^^ I BAB the honour to receive last night a letter from 
^ Mr. Stuart^ of the 24th inst. in answer to that which I addressed 
^* to you on the 19th« 

^^ The conversation which Mr. Stuart states you to have had with 
^' the Secretary of the Supreme Junta^. and the remonatranees with 
^ which you have followed it^ are^ perhaps, as much as can be done 
** by you in your situation. The effect produced upon the Secretary, 
^^ and the measures he said were determined, are very good, if we 
^^ were looking to events six months hence ; but the situation in 
^^ which we are^ calls for something more efficient and enei^tic. 

** Madrid is threatened — the French have destroyed one army, have 
^^ passed the Ebro, and are advancing in superior numbers against 
^^ another : which, from its composition and strength, promises no re- 
" sistance,, but must either retire^ or be overwhelmed. No other 
^^ armed' force exists in this country. I perceive no enthusiasm, or 
^^ any determined spirit amongst the people.. 

" The French Cavalry, even in parties so weak as eleven or twelve 
^^ men, enter the villages in Leon and the neighbouring provinces, 
'^ and raise contributions without opposition.. 

'^ This is a state of things quite different from that conceived by 
" the British Government, when they determined to send troops ta 
^^ the assistance of Spain. It was not expected that these were ta 
^^ cope alone with the whole force of France; but as auxiliaries, to aid 
^^ a people who were believed ta be enthusiastic, determined, and 
^* prepared for resistance* 
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^^ It becomes^ therefore, a question, whether the British Aimy 
^^ should remain to be attacked in its turn, or retire from a eountry 
** where the contest, from whatever circumstances, has become un- 
equal. • 
" I wish to throw no responsibility off myself, which properly be- 
*^ longs to me. 

The question is not purely a military one. It belongs at least 
as much to you, as to me, to decide upon it. Your communications 
with the Spanish Government, and the opportunities you have had 
of judging of the general state of the Country, enable you to form - 
as just an estimate of the re^stance that is likely to be offered. 
You are^ perhaps, better acquainted with the views of the British 
^^ Cabinet; and the question is, What would that Cabinet direct, were 
'^ they upon the spot to determine ? It is of much importance that 
^^ this should be thoroughly considered j it is comparatively of very 
^' little, on whom shall rest the greatest share of responsibility. I am 
*^ willing to take the whole, or a -part j but I am very anxious to 
^* know your (pinion. 

^^ The movements of the French give us little time for discussion. 
^^ As soon as the British Army has formed a junction^ I must, upon 
*^ the suppositicm that Castanos is either beaten or retreated, march 
^ upon Madrid, and throw myself into the heart of Spain, and thus 
^^ run all risks, and share the fortunes of the Spanish Nation ; or I 
^^ must fall back upon Portugal. 

*^ In the latter case, I fell back upon my resources, upon Lisbon ; 
^< cover a country where there is a British interest ; act as a diversion 
in favour of Spain, if the French detach a force against me; and 
am ready to return to the assistance of the Spaniards, should cir- 
cumstances again render it eligible. 

By marching into Spain, I detach myself from my resources, 
and should, probably, be able to take with me but a small portion 
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of the military stores I have brought forward. In which cade I 
^^ should not be able, for a time, for much contest But every thicig 
*^ could be sent from Lisbon to Cadiz, and thence join me. 

^^ The movement into Spain is one of greater hazard, as my retreat 
** to Cadiz or Gibraltar must be very uncertain. I shall be entirely in 
" the power of the Spaniards ; but. perhaps this is worthy of risk, 
^* if the Government and People of Spain are thought to have still 
^^ sufficient energy and the means to recover from their defeats ; and, 
'^ by collecting in the South, be able, with the did of the British 
^^ Army, to resist, and finally repel, the formidable attack which is 

ptepared against them. 

It is impossible not to wish, and then it is more difficult not to 

hope, that the Spaniards may be at last successful in a ^truggle 
^^ which does them so much honour. They are a fine people; and^ 

had they fallen into more able hands, would have proved themselves 
** fully equal to the contest. But I much fear the opportunity is now 
^^ past ; and that no efforts they are likely to make will be sufficient, 
^^ or in time, to stand the armies they must engage. Upon this sub« 
^^ ject, however, I cannot be very decided, and shall be most happy 
^* to find myself mistaken. 

^* I am, &c. &c. 

" John Moore/^ 

On the same day Sir John Moore wrote the following private letter 
to Mr. Stuart, to whom he confided his thoughts most openly. 

Sir John Moore to Charles Sttuirt, Esq. 

*^ MY PEAR SIR, Salamanca^ 27 Niw. 1808. . 

^* I THANK you for your letter. You will see what 

*^ I have written to Mr. Frere, and will, I hope, think with me on 

'* the necessity of deciding a question, which, surely, alone, he being 

K 
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»* in the country^ I could not with propriety decide for myself What- 
^ ever be the decision, I shall he guided by eyents ia the execution 
« of it. 

^^ I have every inclination to think well of the Spanish cause : that 
^^ I wish it well is most certain ; and that I shall be most proud to 
^^ give it every aid in my power. But, reaUy, so little ability has 
^^ been displayed by the Government, or by those employed to direct 
^^ their armies ; there appears so much apadiy in the people, and so 
^^ Kttk means prepared for resistance, that I do not see how they can 
^^ stand against the Enemy. The French will have troublesome sub- 
^^ jects ; but, in the first instance, they will have little more than a 
'* march to subdue the country. 

^^ I have not a shilling. The Spaniards, I find, promise much 
^' more than they perform ; and here we have not been able to get 
^' five thousand pounds. The house you mention in a former letter 
" have money, but will not give it. 

'^ Sir D. Baird, upon some iiedse intelligence that the French had 
^^ collected a large force at Rio Seco and Ampudia, has taken mea- 
'^ sures to retreat, but I shall be able to stop him ; and I hope by the 
^^ 7^ ^f 3^ of December, we shall be able to make our junction. 

^' I hope to meet Romana on his passage to the army. The in- 
^^ telligence was sent to Baird by General Blake. The French have 
*^ many friends in this country; it is from them that a thousand 
'^ repwts are daily spread to the disadvantage of the good cause. 

" I remain, &c. 

<' John Moore. 

** P. S. There was a Colonel Charmilly here from England. He 
" is gone on to Madrid, to ofier to raise a regiment of cavalry. He 
*^ is married in England : but I cannot help always having some dis* 
" like to people of this description.** 
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That no time ought be lost. Sir John Moore wrote a letter &e 
following day to Sir David Baird, to give him infimnation of the 
movements of the French army, and to direct him to advance. 

It 19 now requisite to state the catastrophe of the Spanish Armies of 
the C^itre and Bight 

On. the 21st of November General Castanos' Head Quarters were 
at CintruenigOy when the advanced guard of the French army ap* 
peared in sight. Castanos retreated in the night tou^ards Tudela, 
and the Frendi columns advanced by Soria and Lerona. 

BehiiMl Tudela there is a small ridge of hills ; this was thought 
by the Representative of the Junta, and the Captain Grena^l of Ar«* 
mgicm^ a good position. Castanos did not approve of it, and wished 
to retire ; but unfortunately he was oyerrukd. He then drew up his 
main body near the centre of the ridge, concealing it fipom the £neuy ; 
and advanced his two flanks on the small hills near Tudehu 

The French attacked these points, and Castanos su^orted <liem 
from his centre. The Enemy were driven back on the left ; but a 
strong corps of French pushed forward from Tudeh, and made a fresh 
attack upon the left, and threw the Spaniards into cotiftisiaH* Hiey 
were a species of troops who could never rally ; so all was disorder in 
a moment. Fart dispersed themselves in the direction of Saragossa, 
and the rest towards Calatayud« 

The only corps which preserved any kind of order was that of 
General La Pena, stationed at Coscante. 

The news of this fresh disaster arriyed at Madrid on the ^fh of. 
November^ Mr. Stuart lost no time in transmitting the relation be 
had received to Sir John Moore, which he accompanied with a short 
and dismal note ; in which are these words : — "I, therefore, lose 
" not a moment in dispatching this to you^ that you may be enabled 
" to take such measures as, in this state of afiaire, become absolutely 
^* necessary for the security of our Army/' 
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The dispatch relating this event, which totally darkened the aspect 
of afi^drs, reached Salamanca November 28. 

While Castanos's army remained, there appeared to Sir Joh]\ 
Moore a hope of resisting in the North of Spain ; but now he tfaoogfat 
there was none. It was also evident, that if Buonaparte ^hose, as 
might be expected, to push forward his advanced corps upon him, 
his junction with Greneral Hope would be very doubtful, and that 
with Sir David Baird impossible *. 

For these reasons he at once took the resolution of withdrawing 
the army from Galicia and Leon, and assembling it upon the banks 
of the Tagus. 

The advantages of this measure were, that the whole British force 
would be collected and united with upwards of 10,000 men more, 
who were left in Portugal. 

^ In the .mean time, all the scattered corps of the Spanish army 
might fall back, to join such new levies as were raised in the Southern 
Provinces ; which, when assembled, might still form an army capable 
of making a stand: and the British could then move to their aid 
in a formidable body. It appears from the previous correspondence, 
that it had always been the favourite plan of Sir John Moore to carry 
on the military operations from the South ; and now that the three 
Spanish armies were beaten, the reasons for adopting it had acquired 
great additional weight 

If the Spaniards had constancy to hold out, and fortitude to con- 
tinue the contest, an opportunity would still be afforded them. In 
the South all their energies might be put forth, and effectual assis- 
tance would be given them by the British army. And should they 
also be repelled in this effort; Cadiz and Gibraltar afforded them, 
secure retreats. 

* Vide Appendix, R. p. 37. 
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From these fortresses the war might be renewed^ if circumstances 
should fevoor it; or if the contest should be given up, the armies 
would still be in safety. 

The following letters to Sir David Baird and Greneral Hope were 
sent off the same evening. 

Sir John Moore to Sir David Baird. 

^^ MY DEAR SIR DAVID, « Salamanca^ 28/A N<w. 1808. 

" I HAVE received this evening dispatches from Mr. 
^' Stuart at Madrid, announcing the defeat and dispersion of Cas« 
" tanos's army. The French in Spain are estimated at 80,000 men, 
^^ and 30,000 are expected in the course of a week. It certainly was 
much my wish to have run great risks in aid of the people of Spain ; 
but, after this second proof of how little they are able to do for 
themselves, the only two armies they had having made so little 
^' stand, I see no right to expect from them much greater exertions; 
" at any rate we should be overwhelmed before they could be pre- 
" pared. I see no chance of our being able to form a junction ; as 
" certainly at Burgos the French have a corps which will now move 
" forward. 

I have, therefore, determined to retreat upon Portugal with the 
corps I have here; and, if possible, with Hope's corps, if by forced 
marches he can join me. I wish you to fall back on Corunna.; 
send back immediately your stores, under such part of your force 
as you judge proper. You may then stay with the rest a little 
longer, if you can depend upon knowing the movements of the 
Enemy. I propose this, as, were you at once to retire, it would 
encourage the Enemy to push at once on Hope and me, and pre- 
vent our junction ; which is the more necessary, as I must stop, 
upon llie frontier of Portugal, and. cover Lasbon as long as pos- 
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'^ Bible. On your arrival at Corunna, you will of course embafk, 
^^^ and sail for the Tagus, where orders shall be waiting for ywi. 
^^ Write immediately to England^ and give notice of what we are 
" doing ; and beg that transports may be sent to Lisboo : they will 
" be wanted; for, when the French have Spain, Portugal cacuaot be 
** defended. 

I remain sincerely, Soc. 

** John Moore*" 

*^ This letter, though of the same date, is written on the evening 
" of the day on which I wrote by Baron Tuyle. 

^* You will use your discretion as to sending the cavalry by sea, or 
' *^ through Portugal. I shall not want them here, if I can get the 
^* two Regiments with Hope. J. M. 

" You will go to Lisbon with the whole of your force ; the two 
" regiments of cavalry included, not yet disembarked ; unless you 
*^ should receive orders from England to the contrary. J. M." 

JSir John Moore to Lieut-General Hope. 

•^' MY DEAR HOPE, Sahmancu^ 2Sfh Nov. 1808. 

*^ I have received, by Mr. Vaughan, the letters from 

*^ Madrid, which you had very properly <^ned« 

*^ After due consideration, I have determined to give the thing up, 

" and to retire. It was my wish to have run great risks to frdfil 
what I conceive to be the wishes of the people of England, and to 
give every aid to the Spanish canse ; but they have shewn them* 
selves eqisal to do so little for themselves — ^ir two principal anoies 

^^ having allowed themsekes to be thus beaten and dispersed with- 
out abadio^t an e&ort — it ^mmld<mly be sacrificing di$ Amy, without 
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^^ doing any good to Spain, to oppose it to such numbers as mast now 
^* be brought against us : besides, I take for granted, a junction with 
^^ Baird is out of the question; and, perhaps, with you, problematical; 
^ as there must be troops at Burgos, which must now push on to in- 
^^ tercept us. I shall write this night to Baird to £dl back on Co- 
^* runna. I wish you, if possible, by forced marches, and in larger 
^^ bodies, to push by Penaranda or Alba de Tormes ; whence, according 
^^ to circumstances, you may join me here, or march at once on Ciudad 
" Rodrigo. Shoidd you, however, from any thing which comes to 
^^ your own knowledge, deem it unsafe to push on to me, you are at 
^^ liberty to use your discretion, and fall back on Guardarama and 
'^ Madrid. It must, however, be my wish, that, if possible, you 
^^ should join me; for, as I must stop on the frontier of Portugal, I 
^^ shall be in much want of your aid, and that of your corps ; but I 
'^ leave you a discretion that you may use, should you see, which I do 
^^ not at present see, a great probability of your being intercepted. 
^^ This is a cruel determination for me to make — I mean to retreat; 
^^ but I hope you will think the circumstances such as demand it I 
^^ shall take measures for fsdling back ; but I shall stay at this place 
^^ as long as I can. Provisions we shall want in Portugal ; and if you 
^' could get carts and send the provisions collected at Penaranda to 
^^ Ciudad Rodrigo, it would be an object It b unnecessary that it 
^ should be known, the determination we are come to ; other reasons 
** may be given for your changing your march. 

Sincerely,. &c. 






" John MooRE.' 

" P. S. Napier arrived as I had finished my letter to you, which 
'* is enclosed. You seem to have foreseen my wishes ; I have, 
^* therefore, nothing to add at present. I shall write to you by 
^^ Napier in the mormng; and shall think of a movement towards 
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" you, should it appear necessary. The French have only a oorpar of 
" cavalry at Valladolid/' 

It thus appears that Sir John Moore tobk the resolution of retreat*- 
ing, without waiting for Mr- Frere's answer to his letter of the 27th* 
The defeat of Castanos had totally altered the questioli ; and the si" 
tuation of the Army admitted of no delay : for, if Buonaparte should 
detach his most advanced corps against the British, General Hope 
might possibly be intercepted, and Sir David Baird might be hotly 
pursued, and suffer loss in the embarkation. 

He then assembled the General Officers, and shewed them the in-- 
telligence he had received, and the plan liQ^had adopted. He told the 
Generals, ^^ that he had not called them together to request their 

counsel, or to induce them to commit themselves by giving any 

opinion upon the subject. He took the responsibility entirely upon 

himself; and he only required that they would immediately prepare 

for carrying it into effect.'' 

It ought to be mentioned, that the idea of retreating was very 
generally disapproved of at Salamanca by the Army. The murmurs 
against it from Officers of rank were heard in every quarter. Even 
the Staff Officers of Sir John Moore's family lamented it ; and, for 
the first time, doubted the wisdom of his decision. He, however, 
afterwards learnt, that General Hope agreed with him eompletdly on 
this, as on all other points. 

The following letter signified his intentions to Mr. Frere and 
Mr. Stuart. 
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Sir John Moore to Mr. Stuart. 

«* MY D£AB SIB, Salamanca^ 29th Nw. 1808. 

*^ I HAD determined to unite this Army, if possible, and 
^' to try what cotdd be done for the Spaniards ; though, I own, I saw 
^^ but little chance of being able to do much good. I had ordered 
^^ Baird, though all his corps could not be at Astorga until the 4th, 
^^ to march with such part as already are there to Benavente, on the 
" 1st of December ; and, on that day, I was to march myself with a 
^^ corps from this to Toro, and to send others to Zamora. Hope was 
^^ to have marched to TordesUlas, and we should have taken up a line 
^^ upon the Duero, to cover the arrival of our stores, and then to have 
** acted according to circumstances : but the destruction of Castanos's 
^^ army, announced by your letter which Mr. Vaughan brought to me 
*^ yesterday afternoon, changes the case. My junction with Baird is 
^^ no lotiger practicable ; but, if it was, the little resistance made by 
^^ the Spanish armies gives no hope of our doing any good. We 
^^ should now have the greatest force of tlie Enemy to encounter 
^* single-handed, and this we are not equal to. I have, therefore, 
^' come to the determination to retire. I have ordered Baird to fall 
" back upon Corunna. I shall endeavour to unite with Hope, and 
** retire upon the fipontier of Portugal. I shall be at hand to return, 
" if afikirs take a more favourable turn ; or the Army may be trajiis- 
*' ported by me to some other point, where they may still be useful, 
^^ if this Government be overset, and another rises up, directed by 
** men of more ability. 

Mr. Vaughan sets off to-day for Corunna. 

If you can possibly send me any money to Almeida, do it. 

I. 
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^^ I send this by Colonel Lopez, who, as yet, knows not the mis-* 
" fortune which has befallen Castanos, nor of my resolution. 
" Believe me always, &c, 

^* John Moore. 

^' I address this to you ; you will, of course, make a communica- 
" tlon to Mr. Frere." 

Two days afterwards, when Sir John Moore was waiting for the 
arrival of General Hope's C!orps, at Salamanca, he wrote to Mr. 
Stuart a more full explanation of his motives. 

Sir John Moore to Charles Stuart ^ Esq. 

'^ MY DEAR SIR, << Salamanca^ isi December, 180& 

^^ General Hope forwarded to me your letter of the 29di, 
" and I received it last night. 

" My letter to you of the 29th, after I had seen Mr. Vaughan, 
^^ would inform you of the resolution! had come to. It was with 
^^ reluctance, you may believe, that I formed such a determination ; 
^^ but I had no alternative ; and reflection since has confirmed me in 
^^ the opinion, that I have done right. There is nothing so easy, as 
^^ for the Junta, with their pens, to form armies ; and they have, I 
^* see, in this manner, collected one of eighty thousand men in Leon. 
** But Romana, whom they have put down at twenty thousand, has 
" only five thousand fugitives from Blake, without arms, clothing, 
'^ stores, or ammunition ; without organization, or officers to make 
*' any ; the soldiers neither disciplined, nor (Romana complains} 
*^ susceptible of taking any ; when checked, they go off. The Junta 
" n^lected the opportunity to form armies, and to prepare the Pro- 
** vinces, before the arrival of the French reinforcements; — it is 
^^ now too late under the beards of a victorious Enemy ; and Spain 



Digitized by 



Google 



75 

^^ has no chance now but from a force^ if collected in the South, and 
^^ at a distance. I consider this letter, and that which I wrote to you 
" on the 29th, as if written to Mr. Frere, and, as such, I beg you 
^^ will have the goodness to communicate them to him. I continue 
** in the same determination I was in then, with respect to my own 
^^ movement, which wiU take place the moment that Greneral Hope 
" is out of danger ; but he has found it necessary to go round by 
** Avilla, whence I hope he will be able to join me. I have not heard 
^Vfrom Sir David Baird since my letter to him by Mr. Vaughan ; 
^^ but, as he was prepared, I take for granted he has commenced 
^^ lus movements on Corunna. The communication with Madrid is 
^^ become less secure from the incursions of the Enemy's cavalry ; I 
^^ cannot, therefore, enter into more particulars ; but if the Spaniards 
^^ make head, I conceive the British force can still, in one way or 
^^ another, be taken to their assistance. I am sorry when Hope 
« sent Mr. Smith to Madrid, ♦****♦**♦*♦ 
that he did not give him special instructions : Mr. Kennedy writer 
^^ to him by this opportunity. But such is our want of money, that 
'^ if it can be got at a hundred per cent, we must have it ; do there- 
^^ fore, if possible, send me some at any rate ; but it must make a 
^^ circuit by AviUa, at least ; and, if Smith is still at Madrid, I wish 
^^ you would tell him frt)m me, that he cannot render such service as 
by bringing money at any discount 

^^ The Enemy do not, at present, seem to have any thing but 
cavalry on this side of Valladolid ; they certainly have a division at 
Burgos, and the thirty thousand from France will be there shortly ; 
^^ and they will detach from the army which has defeated Castanos ; 
^^ and may have done so already, unless they first choose to enter 
^' Madrid. It is from the Centre and South, that an effort should be 
^^ looked for : in this quarter the business is up, and the people 
^^ without enthusiasm think they have nothing left for it, but to 
** submit. 
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" The armies, you see, are also without enthusiasm, or even common 
obstinacy — they do not stand — and the individuals we see passing 
as fugitives are not ashamed, nor are they thought ill of by the 
people, nor indignation excited. In this province, and it is proba- 
bly the same in others, there is no head to direct — the Captain- 
general Pignatelli is a weak old man. A man of a firm and active 
mind could, by taking the means which exist, have done much. 
*^ At Zamora there are three or four thousand stand of arms, in other 
*^ places there may be more. If they remain collected in towns, they 
^' will be taken by the Enemy, for the towns will make no defence j 
" but if put into the hands of the peasants, with ammunition, they 
" would protect their property, kill small parties and stragglers, and 
^V harass the Enemy ; and, when assembled at any time in bodies, they 
** would form the best materials for an army. 

^' This and a thousand measures could be adopted, if the Junta had 
^* selected men to employ ; but they have acted with aU the imbecility 
^' of an old established weak government of &e old regime. Lord 
*^ William is this moment arrived, having narrowly escaped being 
" taken at Arevalo. 

I shall be glad to hear from you and Mr. Frere ; but your mes- 
senger must be cautious, and advance on information of the 
Enemy. 

" I have the honour, &c. 






" John Moore. 



^9 



On the 2d of December Sir John Moore received ample dis- 
patches ; all softening the losses of the Spaniards, and giving more 
favourable accounts of their remaining resources. Mr. Stuart wais 
in regular communication vnth Morla, as is mentioned formerly. 
The principal part of the intelligence contained in the following 
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letter was from him. Mr. Stuart narrates all lie has heard^ but with 
great good sense does not venture to give an opinion upon the mili- 
tary movements. 

Charles Stuart y Esq. to Sir John Moore. 

" MY DEAR GENERAL^ " Madrid, 30 Nov. 1808. 

" I HAVE this moment received your's, dated the 29th, 
" announcing a determination to retire on the frontier of Portugal, 
" in consequence of the intelligence conveyed through Mr. Vaughan 
" respecting the army of Castanos. I have to inform you that two 
" other Officers have arrived from Arragon, by whom the Govem- 
^* ment have received accounts somewhat more favourable. Having 
however received nothing from Graham, Whittingham, and Doyle,^ 
and being equally deprived of letters from the Sitio since they came,. 
I cannot say to what extent matters are retrieved. I know, how- 
" ever, that the Enemy have made three attacks on San Juan near 
Sepulveda, and have been as often repulsed. And, from the large 
force, particularly of cavalry, which were engaged in the late 
afiair at Borja and Tudela, it is impossible they can have any 
thing so considerable as General Hope represents in the neigh- 
** bourhood of Valladolid and Olmedo. They have 10,000 cavalry 
^* in Spain : 1500 are at Sepulveda. If, therefore^ 4500 were in 
" Valladolid, there would remain but few on the otlier points they 
^^ have so lately attacked. Every report brought in here states,. 
\^ that several small parties are scattered in Castile, for the purpose 
" of obtaining provisions, gaining intelligence, and inspiring terror 
" throughout the province. And this accords so well with all the 
" positive intelligence which has reached us, that I really believe it 
** to be true. 
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^^ You must, however, certainly know best the chances of effecting 
a junction between your different divisions; and it does not become 

^^ me to hazard an opinion on the subject. With respect, however, 
to the consequences of their distinct retrograde movements, I can 
tell you, that they are very likely to produce an effect here, not 
less serious than the most decisive victory on the part of the 
Enemy ; and I shall, I own, be surprised if a change of govern- 

'^ ment is not the immediate consequence, when the reasons for your 

" retreat are known." 

A part is here omitted, which chiefly consists of observations on the 
Paymaster's department. He then goes on — 

'^ I had written thus far, when I saw M orla, who informs me, that 
^^ Castanos is bringing the greater part of his force, though he did not 
^^ say what, from Calatayud to Siguenza, for the purpose of effecting 
^* a junction with San Juan. Reports from the latter add, that the 
^^ French have reinforced their corps at Sepulveda, and that he ex- 
^* pected to be attacked yesterday or to-day^ 

^* He has received an addition of four new regiments ; and on the 
'^ result of the affair about to take place, it is thought his union with 
^^ Castanos will depend. He likewise tells me again, that he believes 
^^ the Enemy have merdy small parties throughout Castile, not suf«- 
^^ ficient to impede the union of your divisions. He declares that his 
report firom Olmedo merely mentioned the arrival of thirty dra- 
goons in that village, which were detached firom VaUadolid ; where 
^^ he insists that their present force is not sufficiently considerable to 
^^ impede your movements. He added, that, according to the de- 
^^ clarations of prisoners, Buonaparte is at Burgos. 

^^ You will take all this as it is given. He declares he speaks on 
^^ official reports, and your own accounts will enable you to ascertain 
^* how fer it is worthy of credit This much is certain, that the 
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" accounts of Ae Enemy are magnified, both by their own details 
^* and by the fear inspired in the country. If it be true that 
^^ Buonaparte is at Burgos, it certainly looks like a great effort 
*^ either on the side of Somosierra or Valladolid j though Segovia 
^* would appear to be his object, if his cavahy are pushed beyond 
^^ the latter town. 

** Truly yours, 

" Charles Stuart/' 

After perusing these alleviating details, on the authority of M orla, 
the following dispatch was opened. 

Mr. Frere to Sir John Moore. 

^* SIB, Araryuez, Nov. 30, 1808. 

^^ I HAD just written my other letter of this date when 
^^ I received a messenger from Mr. Stuart with the communication of 
^^ a note addressed to him, but intended equally for myself. I do not 
^^ know that I can in any way express with less offence 'the entire 
*^ difference of our opinions on the subject of it, than by forwarding 
^^ what I had already written in the ignorance of the determination 
^^ which you had already taken. 

^* I have the honour, &c« 

^' JH. Frerb." 

As Sir John Moore's letter to Mr. Frere, previous to his knowing 
the defeat of Castanos, solicited his political opinion ; and as all his 
letters were written in most respectful terma, it was impossible for 
him to expect such an ansvrer, Mr. Frere appearr not to be at all 
aware of how much importance it is for a Minister to restrain the 
ebullitions of temper. The reasons contained in that which follows 
would certmnly be a9 likely to produce conviction in the mind of his 
Correspondent, had the above letter been omitted. 
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Mr. Frere to Sir John Moore. 

" SIR, JranjueZf Nov. 30, 1808. 

"You will find inclosed a letter, of which I think it 
right to say, that if there appears any thing in the form or mode 
of transmitting it which may appear deficient in respect, it is, I 
am persuaded, wholly unintentional*; and, trusting to your can- 
dour for seeing it in that light, I have not thought it worth while 
to make any remark to M n Garay on the apparent dryness of his 
^^ communication. 

^* Respecting Mr. Escalante, it may be proper that you should 
^* know, that he is understood to have behaved very unfeirly towards 
^* General Castanos. I mention this only as it may lead you to admit 
^* his opinion on subjects connected with that General's conduct with 
** some degree of caution. 

^^ In what I said respecting a retreat upon Portugal, I wished to 
*^ confine myself to a simple political opinion j which, supposing other 
^^ considerations not to be decidedly adverse, might, I thought, de- 
" termine for a retreat upon Galicia, or the strong country about 
'^ Astorga, in preference to Portugal, supposing of course a retreat 
*^ to have been determined upon as absolutely necessary. 

*^ If, however, you do me the honour to consult me respecting 
^^ the general state of the country, and the means of resistance to 
^^ be expected from it, 1 should say that the provinces which you 
^^ have hitherto seen are of all Spain the least distinguished for a 

* This apology is curious, and shews that Mr. Frere thought the most delicate 
expressions ought alone to be employed to the'Commander of the Forces ; — ^though 
Mr. Garay's letter, which foUowF, does not appear to require any apology. 
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military^ patriotic, or provincial spirit. No man ever calls himself 
*^ a Leonese. The Junta of that province (at the time when Galicia 
^^ and Asturia were sending deputies, and seemed to be almost putting 
" themselves on the footing of independent states) quietly gave their 
^^ full powers to the Asturians, and acquiesced in what they deter- 
^* mined and obtained for them. With the exception of La M ancha 
** and the city of Madrid, the same description will apply to nearly 
^* the whole of Old and New Castile. 

In the course of the late events they have been wholly passive, 
and have seen their country successively occupied by the stronger 
^' party. And indeed it is difficult to blame them : living in open 
** villages, in vast plains, without arms, and without horses, they 
" have neither the means of defence or escape. 

" Yet even here we have seen that the towns are abandoned at the 
*^ approach of the French ; that no magistrate has been brought over 
" to take an oath of allegiance to the Pretender ; nor have the French 
" been able to enlist a single soldier. 

*^ The whole of this country has in all times belonged to the party 
^^ which was superior in cavalry ; while, in the extremities of the 
kingdom, powers in every respect inferior hftve been able to pro- 
tract their independence for ages. 

From every thing that I can learn of the disposition of the other 
provinces, they seem to be possessed by the most ardent and deter- 
^* mined spirit ; which, even in the event of the defeat of the levies 
^* which they are raising for the general defence of the kingdom, 
" would lead them individually to continue a desperate resistance, 
" under the direction of their separate Juntas, with such assistance 
*< as England could afford them, by flotillas, disembarkations, &c. 
** But it must, I apprehend, be the wish of Government, on every 
" account, to prevent things from being brought to this extremity. 
^^ There s^em to be two modes of acting with this view : one which 

M 
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*' you justly state to be of greater hazard^ inasmuch as we elFeetively 
^* place ourselves in the power of the Spaniards ; but, as you observe 
^^ at the same time with great truth, this may be worthy of risk, if 
^^ the people of Spain and their Government have sufficient energy 
^^ to recover from their late defeats. Of the people I have no doubt : 
^' the Government are new, and have been hitherto too numerous 
'^ to be very active ; but I trust that this inconvenience will soon be 
*^ remedied. They are resolute, and, I believe, every man of them 
" determined to perish with the countr)\ They will not at least set 
*^ the example (which the ruling powers and higher orders of other 
** countries have exhibited) of weakness and timidity. 

" The military system is certainly defective in its two main points, 
^' re\^^rd and punishment; but the circumstances of the times must 
^' prove the necessity of varying from the old system in this re- 
** spect ; and I am persuaded that your representation on this, as 
*^ on all other points, would be listened to with the greatest de- 
*^ ference. 

** If you should determine upon inarching into Spain, exclusive 
** of the importance of covering the capital, there are, I think, great 
advantages which would result from hastening the measure. We 
have now in New Castile an army of 20,000 men, upon which 
Castanos (as you will see) is falling back. Reinforcements are 
passing through here every day firom the provinces ; and the addi- 
tion of the British would give a force very much, I should appre- 
*^ hend, superior to any thing which the French would be able to 
^* assemble by that time ; especially having a strong country in arms 
^* against them to their left the whole way from the Pyrennees. 

^^ There is besides at present a great delay in the arrival of the 
^* reinforcements which were promised them ; and which, if they 
** had been sent, would by this time have composed an enormous 
*^ force. 
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'* There are reports that the resistance to the conscription has been 
" much more obstinate than usual ; and the pastoral letter of the 
" Bishop of Carcassone seems to imply that such reports cannot be 
" wholly groundless. 

*^ Every great effort on the part of France has been preceded by 
" a similar interval of weakness and internal disturbance j an ad- 
*^ vantage, therefore, which should be obtained at the present moment 
would be doubly valuable, inasmuch as it would render a conscrip- 
tion for a third attempt infinitely difficult, if not impracticable. 
But if, on the other hand, the French are allowed with their pre- 
*^ sent forces to retain their present advantages, and to wait the com- 
^^ pletion of their conscription, they would pour into Spain with a 
^* number of troops which would give them immediate possession of 
" the capital and the central provinces, 

" The war would then be reduced to an absolute competition 
^^ between the two countries which would stand out longest against 
^^ the waste of population, enormous as it must be on both sides. 
" I cannot but think, therefore, that considerations both of policy 
and generosity call upon us for an immediate effort 
" If, however, this view of the subject should not appear to you 
sufficiently clear or conclusive to induce you to take a step which 
" would, I am well convinced (since you do me the honour to refer 
^^ to me on that subject) meet wi^h the approbation of His Majesty's 
" Government, I would venture to recommend retaining the position 
" of Astorga. A retreat from that place to Corunna would (as far 
'^ as an unmilitary man may be allowed to judge of a country which 
" he has travelled over) be less difficult than through Portugal to 
" Lisbon ; and we ought in that position to wait for the rein- 
^* forcements of cavalry from England ; which would enable the 
" army to act in the flat country, which opens immediately from 
'' that point, and extends through the whole of Leon and Old Cas- 
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*^ tile. My poEdcal reasons on this head I have already troubled you 
'' with. 

" I mention this, however, merely as, in my humble opinion^ the 
** least objectionable of the two modes erf retreat. Our first object, as 
*^ it appears to me, ought to be, to collect a force capable of repuls- 
^^ ing the French before they receive their reinforcements. 

" ITie covering and protecting Madrid is surely a point of great 
^^ moment, for efifect in Spain, aijd still more in France, and in the 
" West of Europe. It would be a point of the utmost importance for 
** Buonaparte to be able to publish a decree, or to date a letter, 
^* from Madrid. The people of the town are full of resolution, and 
" determined to defend it, in spite of its situation, which is judged 
*^ to be an unfeivourible one. This determination ought surely to 
*' be encouraged by some shew of support. The siege of Madrid by 
^^ a Pretender to the throne would be a circumstance decisive against 
*^ the claim, even if in other respects it were a legitimate one. 

" I enclose a copy of two official reports from Castanos. 

^* Believe me^ &c. 

'' J. H. Frere/' 

The official reports from Castanos were such descriptions of the 
actions at Tudela as it was thought good pohcy to present to the 
public, and were printed in the Spanish newspapers. 

A translation of the letter from Mr. Garay, announcing the arrival 
of two Spanish Generals, and communicating their powers, is here^ 
subjoined. 
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To the Cofnmander in Chief of the Army of His Britannic Majesty 

in Spain*. 

" MOST EXCELLENT SIR, 

'* The Supreme Junta wishing at once to determine 
on the future operations of the English auxiliary force, and in 
order that the plans decided on may be for the greatest advantage 
of the allied army, has selected persons whose character, know- 
** ledge, and military experience, are united with other qualities ne- 
^^ cessary fop those who are to undertake so important a charge, 

*^ On this account Don Bentua Escalante, Captain-general of the 
*^ Armies of Grenada,, and Brigadier Don Agustin Bueno, have been 
" considered the most fit ; and they will immediately set oflF for 
^' Salamanca, to consult with the English Generals> and to agree 
^^ with them on the plans that may be thought most seasonable, and^ 
" will decide on the operations and other points that may occur. So 
" that the troops of his Britannic Majesty may act in concert with' 
^^ ours ; and, in accelerating their combined movements, may avoid 
" all delays, so contrary to the noble and important cause of the two 
^^ nations, whose ties of friendship and alliance become more close as 
^* their danger becomes greater and more common. And in partici- 
*^ pating the glory, the greatest part will be due to her generous ally. 

^^ A copy of this ha» been sent for the guidance of Generate Esca^ 
" lante and Bueno. 

" Jt Jranjuez, 28 Nov. 

** Martin Garay.^ 

The mission of these Spanish Generals was unquestionably a mea- 
sure of Don Morla's, to endeavour to prevent the retreat of the 
British to the South. 

* Vide Appendix, S. p. 38. 
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They corroborated the statement made hy Mr. Frere of the 
strength of the Spanish armies ; asserted that they were undismayed, 
and augmenting every hour; and that General San Juan, with 
20,000 brave Spaniards, was in possession of the pass of Somosierra ; 
which he had fortified so strongly as to render the approach to Ma- 
drid impracticable. 

After listening to this flattering statement. Sir John Moore ex- 
ceedingly surprised these Spanish Generals by introducing to them 
Colonel Graham, who had just brought certain accounts that San 
Juan's corj)s had been charged by a body of French cavalry, and were 
completely routed ; and that there was no doubt that the French army 
was in full march for Madrid. 

As Colonel Graham had supped the night before with San Juan, 
in his way from Madrid, his intelligence could not be questioned^ 

Sir John by his interrogations seems to have completely sounded 
the depths of these Generals^ capacities; and, finding them very 
ignorant of facts, was little a£Pected by their requisition to move to 
Madrid. Nor was he altered by Mr. Frere's letters ; one of which 
was wTitten previous to his knowledge of Castanos' defeat ; and the 
short one, which was written after that event, contained no fresh 
information. He was not even shaken by Mr. Stuart's intelligence ; 
but persisted in his resolution to retire, and waited only for the 
arrival of General Hope *. 

But Don Morla, no doubt instigated by Buonaparte, tried other 
means, besides his influence with Mr. Frere, to stop the retreat of the 
British Army, and to bring them to the neighbourhood of Madrid. 

With this view, on the 2d of December, when Morla was inducing 
the inhabitants to submit to the Conqueror, who was at the gates of 
Madrid f ; the following dispatch was sent oflP, by a Government 
Messenger. 

* Vide Appendix, T. p. 39. t Vide Appendix, V. p. 42. 
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To His Excellency Sir John MoorCy Commander' of the Army of 

His Britannic Majesty *. 

" MOST EXCELLENT SIR, 

^^ The Junta, Military and Civil, formed of all the 
" united authorities of the kingdom, estabhshed in the King's name 
*^ for the defence of the country, are threatened by the Enemy ; and 
^' have the honour to lay before your Excellency a true and just re- 
presentation of affairs at this moment. 

The army which General Castanos commanded, and which 
amounts to about 25,000 men, is falling back on Madrid in the 
greatest haste, to unite with its garrison ; and the force which was 
^^ at Somosierra of 10,000 men also is coming for the same purpose 
" to this city, where nearly 40,000 men will join with them. With 
/^ this number of troops the Enemy's army which has presented itself, 
*^ is not to be feared. 

" But the Junta, still apprehending an encrease of the Enemy's 
** force to unite with that at hand, hope that your Excellency, if no 
" force is immediately opposed to you, will be able to fall back to 
" unite with our army, or take the direction to fall on the rear of the 
" Enemy. And the Junta cannot doubt, that the rapidity of your 
" Excellency's movements will be such as the interests of both coun* 
" tries require. 

*^ With great consideration, 

" The Prince op Castelfbanco. 
^^ Thomas Morla. 

''Madrid, Dec. 2, 180S. 
" P. S. The Junta is persuaded that your Excellency will have 
y united with the army that General Blake commanded.^' 

* Vide Appendix, U. p. 49. ; 
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This letter was brought to Salamanca by a messenger of the Junta, 
December 5, 1808. The Prince of Castelfranco and Don Thomas 
Morla were Deputies of the Supreme Junta entrusted with the govern- 
ment of Madrid ; and the latter was the person appointed to concert 
all Military movements with the English General, as has been men- 
tioned. While Sir John was taking this paper into consideration,Colonel 
Charmilly arrived with the following dispatches from Mr. Frere. 

Mr. Frere to Sir John Moore. 

" SIR, Dec. 3, Talavera, 

" Though I have little to add of the general represen- 
tation respecting the means of resistance at present existing in 
Spain, which I had the honour of stating in my letter of the 30th 
" of last month ; yet the report which is just brought me by Colonel 
** Charmilly of the state in which he left Madrid, is so strong a con- 
firmation, or, more properly speaking, so much exceeds every thing 
" which I had ventured to say of the spirit and resolution of the 
" people, that. I cannot forbear representing to you in the strongest 
^^ manner the propriety, not to say the necessity, of supporting the 
" determination of the Spanish people, by all the means which have 
" been entrusted to you for that purpose. 

*' I have no hesitation in taking upon myself any degree of re- 
" sponsibility which may attach itself to this advice ; as I consider 
" the fate of Spain as depending absolutely for the present upon the 
" decision which you may adopt. I say for the present ; for such is 
" the spirit and character of the country, that, even if abandoned by 
" the British, I should by no means despair of their ultimate success. 

" You will see by the date of this that the Junta are removed from 
^^ a situation in which they were exposed to be made prisoners. They 
" have determined to retire to Badajoz ; where I shall hope to be ho- 
^^ noured by your answer. 

" I have, &c. &c. " J. H. Frere." 
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This letter ^a^ sent in to the General, and Colonel Charmilly the 
bearer pressed vehemently to see him ; asserting that he had impor- 
^ tant communications to make. Sir John at length came out from an 
inner apartment, and questioned him upon the intelligence he 
brought. The Colonel described in lofty terms the patriotic zeal 
with which aU ranks of persons at Madrid were animated. The 
whole inhabitants of the city, he said, were in arms, and had united 
with the troops. The streets were barricaded ; batteries were erecting 
all round ; the peasants were flocking to the capital ; cmd, in fine^ 
the enthusiasm was unexampled. 

He added, that there were most favourable accounts of the rising 
ardour of the South of Spain. 

Sir John Moore listened to all this without uttering a word which 
could indicate his thoughts^ But, when alooe, he reflated seriously 
upon the extraordinary demands which were transmitted to him, not 
only by the Spanish Government, but also by the British Minister : 
and he called to mind, that he had been commanded to receive ^ the 
requisitions and representations of both with the utmost deference 
and attention. 

But, independent of these positive requisitions, the inteUig^ice 
brought was of the most favourable kind ; and from so authentic a 
source that it could not be doubted. The letters were official, and 
from the highest authorities : and Mr. Charmilly, who was deputed 
by the British Minister, had been an eye-witness of the effervescence 
of Madrid. 

The General was thus persuaded that a great and unexpected 
improvement in the public affairs had taken place ; and he judged^ 
that he ought not to pursue ihe plan which he had devised previous 
to these events. Was it becoming him to fly when the common 

* Vide Appendix, K. p. 22. 
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E-nemy was threatening the ruin of Madrid, atid when tTie inhabitants 
of that city had bravely determined to perish, rather than yield ? 
This was impossible ; and, having the strongest reasons to believe 
that the causes for retreating had altered, he abandoned his intention, 
and resolved to support the Capital to the utmost of his power. In 
short, he embraced upon this, as upon all occasions, the determination 
which he thought would be most useful to his Country, and which 
was most congenial to a noble mind *• 

It is now, however, completely ascertained, that, notwithstanding 
the apparent correctness of the inteUigence, all was false. For the 
Prince cf Castelfranco and Don Thomas Morla wrote their perfidious 
statement on the very day they had begun to capitulate : and they 
pressed Sir John Moore to hasten to their assistance, though they 
knew that Madrid must belong to Buonaparte before the letter could 
reach its destination. 

But it could never enter into the conception of Sir Jbim Moore, 
that the two Chiefs of the Junta had conspired to betray the capital 
of their own country, and to entice the army of their Ally into the 
power of the Enemy. Noi* could he suspect, when the coufiden- 
tial agent of Mr. Frere was representing Madrid as in little danger, 
that, in feet, it had already submitted at the very sight of the French 
army ; that the Spanish Chiefs were crouching at the feet of Buona- 
parte i and that the people were overwhelmed with terror and de- 
spair. Nor was it imaginable, that the British Minister should be so 
grossly deceived, as to send, for his instruction, intelligence the re- 
Terse of truth ; and to require of him, in so positive a manner, to 
^succour a city which had actually surrendered. 

As no human penetration could discover the real state of affairs 
tinder such representations, the General would have been highly 

* Vide Appendix^ X, p. 50. 



Digitized by 



Google 



91 

reprehensible, 'had he persisted in his design of retiring to the South. 
So, to stop Sir David Baird as soon as possible, he wrote to him that 
night, as follows : 

Sir John Moore to Sir David Baird. 

^' MY DEAR SIR DAVID, Salamanca^ 5 December, 1808. 

^^ The City of Madrid have taken up arms, have 
refused to capitulate to the French, are barricading their streets, 
and say they are determined to suffer every thing rather than sub- 
mit. This arrests the French ; and people who are sanguine enter- 
*' tain great hopes from it — I own, myself, I fear this spirit has 
^' arisen too late ; and the French are now too strong to be resisted in 
^' this manner. There is, however, no saying ; and I feel myself the 
" more obliged to give it a trial, as Mr. Frere has made a formal 
" representation, which I received this evening. I must beg, there- 
" fore, you will suspend your march until you hear from me again^ 
^^ and make arrangements for your return to Astorga, should it be 
necessary. — All this appears very strange and unsteady ; but, if the 
spirit of enthusiasm does arise in Spain, and the people will be 
martyrs, there is no saying, in that case, what our force may do. 
I hope in the mean time the regiment of cavalry is coming to me, 
" which I asked you for. 

^' Believe me, &c. 

*^ John Mooeb/' 

After more full deliberation, he wrote again next morning : 
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Sir John Moore to Sir David Baird. 

" MY DEAR SIR DAVID, Salajnanca, 6 December ^ 1808. 

*^ I WROTE to you last night, to suspend your retro- 
*^ grade movements. I now v^Tite to you, to beg that you will put to 
^' the right about, and return bag and baggage to Astorga. 

** The people of Madrid, it is said, are enthusiastic and desperate ; 
*^ and certainly at this moment do resist the French — the good which 
** may result from this it is impossible to say ; I can neither trust to 
" it, nor can I altogether despise it. If the flame catches elsewhere, 
** and becomes at all general, the best results may be expected ; if 
^* confined to Madrid, that town will be sacrificed, and all will be as 
** bad, or worse than ever. In short, v/hat is passing at Madrid 
*^ may be decisive of the fate of Spain ; and we must be at hand to aid 
" and to . take advantage of whatever happens. The wishes of our 
Country, and our duty, demand this of us, with whatever risk it 
may be attended. I mean to proceed bridle in hand ; for, if the 
** bubble bursts, and Madrid falls, we shall have a run for it. Let all 
*^ your preparations, as far as provisions, &c. go, continue to be 
" made for a retreat, in case that should again become necessary. 
^^ Establish one magazine at ViHa Franca, and one or two further 
** back ; to which let salt meat, biscuit, rum or \vines, forage, &c. 
*^ be brought up from Corunna. Send to me to Zamora two regiments 
*^ of Cavalry, and one brigade of Horse Artillery; keeping one r^i- 
*^ ment of Cavalry and one brigade of Horse Artillery^ with yourself; 
** and send on your troops by brigades to Benavente. The Enemy 
^^ have nothing at present in that direction ; we must take advantage 
** of it, and by working double tides make up for lost time. By 
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** means of tfie Cavalry patroles, you will discover any movements 
^^ immediately near you ; and I take for granted you have got other 
^^ channels of information ; and hoth you and me, although we may 
" look big, and determine to get every thing forward, yet we must 
^^ never lose sight of this, that at any moment affairs may take that 
** turn, that will render it necessary to retreat. 

^^ I shall write by this opportunity to the Marquis of Romana; and 
^^ it woidd be satisfactory if you kept an officer constantly, or sent 
^^ ooe occasionally to him, to judge his force, and its state of prepa* 
^^ ration for service, to let us know how for we can depend upon ita 
*^ action. I wish you would fcarward the money to me. 
^< I remain, my dear Sir David, &c. 

^' John Mooee.'^ 

It hickily happened that Sir David Baird had proceeded no farther 
Aan Villa Franca, so that little time was lost ; and General Hope, by 
rapid marches, had brought his division close to Salamanca. Hie 
position of the British Army had, therefore, become much more secure. 
Sir John had now a complete though small corps, with Cavalry and 
Artillery ; and, by a movement to the lieft, his junction with Sir 
David Baird was certain. 

Being desirous of obtaining the co-operation of die only Spanish 
Corps within readi, he wrote immediately to the Marquis of Romana, 
who was at Leon. 

Sir John Moore to the Marquis de la Romana. • 

" Sm, Salamanca, 6 Dec. 1808. 

" I HAJ> the honour to receive your Excellency's letter 
*^ of the 30th November. I shall in general write to you in French, 
^* as you desire it ; but I hope you will excuse me, if I address this 
^^ to you in English, as I am at this moment a good deal hurried. 
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*^ Since my arrival in Spain, I have been put in no communication 
^^ with any of the Spanish Annies, and have been kept perfectly in 
*^ the dark with respect to their movements, the plans of their Ge- 
** nerals, or their Government — and during the time my army was on 
" its march to assemble and unite itself, I have been left exposed 
" without the least support. 

" My wish has always been to co-operate with the Spanish Armies 

^' for the good of the common cause : but at last, finding that I was 

^^ left to myself, it became necessary for me to think of myself alone ; 

^ and to consider, after the two armies of Generals Kake and Cas- 

** tanos were beaten, what steps I could take for the British Army, 

^ which was then <M>Ilecting at Astorga and this place ; thus the 

** more helpless from its separation ; but, even if united, not sufficiently 

^* strong to encounter the whole force of the Enemy, which I sfiw 

^ would immediately be turned against us. I therefore felt myself 

-** obliged, however reluctantly, to order the corps at Astorga to fall 

*^ back on Corunna ; and I meant myself, with the corps I had here^ 

^^ to retire upon Portugal, from whence I should be ready to return 

^^ to the assistance of Spain, whenever their affairs were better ma- 

^^ naged, and an opportunity offered of doing them any good. Per- 

^* haps this opportunity has already occurred. The French have turned 

** a great part of their force against Madrid. The people there have 

^^ armed themselves, and say they are determined to resist. K this 

*^ enthusiasm which actuates the people of Madrid last, and they 

^^ continue resolute, and, above all, if the example of the capital is 

^^ followed, and the enthusiasm becomes at all general throughout 

^^ Spain, and induces large armies to come forward to the assistance 

** of Madrid — Spain may still hope to recover from her misfortunes, 

*^ repel the French, and re-establish her independence. As my re- 

" treat was forced, and made with reluctance, so it is stopped the 

mpment I see a chance of acting for the advantage of this country. 
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'^ I have ordered Sir David Baird to return with his corps to Astorga, 
^^ and from thence to Benavente. My wish is to unite with you^; 
** and to undertake with you such operations as we may judge best 
'^ for the support of Madrid, and the defeat of the Enemy. The 
** French have driven General St. Juan from the Somosierra ; and are 
" in possession of that and the pass of the Guardarama. General 
*^ Castanos is said to be at Siguenza. The Supreme Junta have re- 
^^ tired to Badajos. The Puke of Castelfranco and Mr. Morla are at 
^^ the head of the Junta, Civil and Military, at Madrid. 

^^ I have written to you with that frankness which becomes a Mili- 
^ tary man.; I shall: act with you in the same manner. I have the 
^^ greatest respect for your character ; and you will find me always 
^^ ready to undertake whatever is practicable for the advantage of the 
^^ Spanish Nation. 

*^ I have the honour to be, Sir, 

" Tf our Excelleney's, &c. 

" John Moore.'' 

In* the morning of December 6, G>L Charmilly again appeared at 
Head-quarters, and presented the following, letter, which he had 
been desired not to deliver unless it was necessary. 



Mr. Frere to Sir John Moore. 



0C 



SIR, Dec. 3, 1808. 



4i 



^^ In die event, which I (Md not wish to presuppose, of 
your continuing the determination already announced tome of re- 
tiring with the army under your command, I have to request that 
Colonel Charmilly, who is the bearer of this, and whose intelligence 
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^^ has been already referred to, may be previously examined before a 
"Council of Wan 

" I have, &C. 

" J. H. Frerb/^ 

Mr. Frere's mind must have been strongly wrought upon to view 
the retreat of the British Army to the Tagus as so injurious a mea« 
sure. For, not eontent with sending intell^nce of the brilliant state 
of Spanish affairs, and employing arguments, requisitions, and depu- 
tations, he here attempts to contronl the Commander of the Forces ; 
and seems to have expected to compel him by a Council of War to 
obey, even against his will. 

It may easily be conceived, that a high-spirited Officer could not 
read such a proposition without expressing great indignatioQ at the 
writer. And he was astonished to find, that Mr. Frere had had the 
imprudence to entrust Colonel Charmiliy with the secrets contained 
in the important dispatches he brought. 

The General however, not choosing to repose any confidence in 
<^is Frenchman, did not utter a syllable which could give him the 
slightest indication of his pla^i ; and, not even approving of his pre- 
sence with the army, directed the Adjutant-Greneral to write an oirder 
for him to retire. 

The Colonel was thus dismissed, with the conviction that Sir John 
Moore was still determined to retreat; and he returned to Mr. Frere 
to communicate the bad success of his mission. 

But, notwithstanding this conduct of Mr. Frere, Sir John wrote 
to him an answer so calm and dignified as to form a striking contrast 
with the style of the other. For, as Mr. Frere was the King's Mi- 
nister, he was desirous, if possible, of preserving a correspondence 
which was necessary for the public service. 
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J^r John Moore to Mr. Frere. 

^' SIE, Salamanca J 6 Dci\ iao8. 

** I HAD the honour to receive on the 2d inst* your 
*' letter of the 30th, in answer to that which I addressed to you on 
** the 27th November. Had this army been united and ready to act 
" at the time of General Castanos' defeat, much as I think it would 
" have been risking it, yet it was my intention to have marched on 
^^ Madrid, and to have shared the fortunes of the Spanish nation. If 
^^ I could not have sustained myself there, I thought, by placing my- 
" self behind the Tagus, I might give the broken armies, and the 
^^ people of Spain, if they had patriotism left, an opportunity to as- 
^f semble round me, and to march to the relief of the capital. That 
'' this was my intention is known to the Officers with me who are in 
" my confidence ; it is known also to Lord Castlereagh, to whom I 
^^ had imparted it in one of my late letters. I >vi9hed to have my 
*^ opinion confirmed by yours ; vi^hich was the reason of my address- 
^^ ing you on the 27th. Had you seen the afiairs of Spain in a different 
" light, and had you been adverse to the army being committed in the 
-" heart of Spain, your opinion upon such a subject would, I may say, 
certainly have decided me to have altered my intention. 

With respect to the determination I made on the Evening of the 
" 28th, upon receiving from Mr. Stuart the account of Castanos' de- 
** feat, I should, had you been with me, have communicated it to youj 
" but should never have thought of asking your advice or opinion, 
^ as that determination was founded on circumstances with which you 
'^ could not be acquainted, and was, besides, a question merely Mi« 
" litary, of which I thought myself the best judge. At that time 






Digitized by 



Google 



98 

** the army was divided into three diflFerent corps, and could not possi-- 
** bly be united before the 13th or 14th of this month ; before which 
" period there was every reason to believe that it would be attacked 
** by all the force of the Enemy : as, after General Castanos' defeat^ 
" I know of no Spanish army from which it could receive the small- 
^* est assistance. The army I commanded was weak from separation ; 
*^ and when united amounts to only 26,000 men fit for duty. I had 
*^ been left without any communication with any of the Spanish ar- 
** mies ; I expected no assistance from any, and it behoved me to con- 
*^ sider the safety of the British troops. I therefore directed Sir David 
^* Baird, whose corps would not have been collected at Astorga until 
*^ tlie 4th of this month, to fall back on Corunna. I directed General 
** Hope by forced marches to join me here, where I intended, if I 
was permitted, to wait his arrival ; and I took measures for retiring, 
" with him, into Portugal; with a view either to defend that frontier, 
" and, ultimately, to return to Lisbon, or to return to Spain should 
^^ any change of affairs there render it eligible. 

^^ The resistance made by the people of Madrid has occupied the 
" French, and lias prevented any corps from being detached against 
*^ me. This example of enthusiastic patriotism in the capital, if it 
** holds, may be followed by the most happy effects, if the flame com* 
*^ municates, and the example is followed by the Provinces. There 
'^ has been no example of any such resistance in any other part of 
" Spain ; and, though I hope this will produce it, I have neither seen 
^* nor heard of much enthusiasm elsewhere. Their armies arc devoid 
'^ of both J and, though I trust it will prove otherwise, I cannot but 
^^ consider it as doubtful, whether the people of Madrid will continue 
^^ firm when they come to be pressed. If they yield, the whole is 
** gone. I received yesterday a letter from the Junta of Madrid. I 
'* have ordered Sir David Baird to march back to Astorga; and have 
^* stopped my preparations for a retreat on Portugal. I have put 
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^^ mysdf in communication with the Marquis Elomana^ at Leon ; and 
*^ without being able exactly to say in what manner, every thing shall 
" be done for the assistance of M adrid, and the Spanish cause, that 
^^. can be expected from an army such as I command. I cannot make a 
^^ direct movement on Madrid, because the passage of the Guardarama 
^^ and Somasierraare in the hands of the French. Besides, until joined 
*^ by Sir David Baird, I am much too weak. I have thought it my 
*^ duty thus calmly to explain to you the reasons which have and do 
^^ actuate my conduct; and I wish anxiously, as the King 6 Minister, 
^' to continue upon the most confidential footing with you : and I 
" hope, as we have but one interest, the public welfare, though we 
^^ may occasionally see it in different aspects, that this will not disturb 
the harmony that should subsist between us. 

'^ Fully impressed, as I am with these sentiments, I shall abstain 
from any remark upon the two letters from you, delivered to me 
^' last night and this morning by CoL Charmilly, or on the message 
'^ which accompanied them. I certainly at first did feel and ex- 
^ pressed much indignation at a person like him being made the 
^^ channel of a communication of that sort from you to me. Those 
feelings are at an end ; and I dare say they never will be excited 
" towards you again. 

If Mr. Charmilly is your friend, it was, perhaps, natural for you 

to empic^ him ; but I have prejudices against all that class ; and 

it is impossible for me to put any trust in him. I shall, therefore, 

thank you not to employ him any more in any communication widi 

me. It is impossible not to remark, that, whatever enthusiasm 

exists in the country, a small portion of it belongs to the Junta ; 

^^ who would otherwise, I think, have found some place more central 

" and less remote than Badajos for their residence. 

^* I have the honour to be, &c. 

^* John Moorb.'' 
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Sir John Moore to Mr. Frere. 

*^ SIB, Salamanca, 6th Dec. 1808. 

^^ I NEGLECTED to mention to you in my letter of 
'^^ this date, that the General Officers Escalante and Bueno had been 
" \vith me ; who are mentioned in that extraordinary paper which 
" you sent me with your letters of the 30th Nov. signed by Martin 
" de Garay, Secretary of the Junta. The two Generals seemed to 
** me to be two weak old men, or rather women, with whom it was 
^' impossible for me to concert any military opemtions, had I been so 
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^' The persons with whom such operations can be concerted at pre- 
*^ sent are the Generals who command the armies, not men like these 
** two, who have no information upon which such plans can be 
^* formed, except the official papers, always incorrect, which have 
** been given to them from public offices. Their conference with me 
*^ consisted in questions and in assertions with respect to ihe strength 
" of different Spanish cc«*ps, -all of which I knew to be erroneous; 
^^ and they neither knew that Sego\'ia nor Somosierra were in pos- 
^^ session of the Enemy. I shall be obliged to you to save me from 
*^ such visits, which are very painful. 

" I mentioned to you in my letter of this day that I had had a 
" letter from the Junta at Madrid^ My instructions direct me, that 
*^ all my communications with the Spanish Government should go 
" through you ; and I should be very happy, on every account, to 
" comply with them : but I do not see how this can be, if you con- 
** tinue ai; Badajos. I shall, however, send you copies dP them, if 
^^ you wish it. 

** I have the honour to be, &c 

** John Moore." 
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The following sbort passage in the General's Journal shews the 
ideas at this time revolving in his mind^ while waiting for the junc- 
tion of Sip David Baird. 

" After Castanos'. defeat the French marched to Madrid. The 
" inhabitants flew to arms) barricadoed their streets, and swore to 
^ die, rather than submit. 

^^ This has arrested the progress of the French, and Madrid still 
*' holds out. This is the first instance of enthusiasm shewn. There 
^^ is a chance that the example may be followed, and the people be 
^ saved. I have stopped Baird's retreat, and am taking measures to 
*^ form our junction, whilst the French are wholly occupied with- 
" Madridw 

" We are bound not to abandon the cause as long as there is hope; 
^^ But the courage of the populace of Madrid may fail ; or at any 
^^ rate they may not be able to resist. In short, in a moment things 
^ may be as bad as ever, unless the whole country is animated, and 
" flocks to the aid of the capital. 

*' In this part the people are passive* I have sent Colonel Graham 
*^ to Madrid, to let me know exactly what is passing : for we find- 
" the greatest difficulty to get people to bring us information.'' 

The following is the letter entrusted to Colonel Graham:. 

Sir John Moore to the Duke of Castetfranco and M. de Mortd.^ , 

<< Salamanca^ 6 Dec. 1S08. 

. ^ I HAD the honour to receive, last night, a letter 
*^. signed by the Duke of Castelfranco and M. de Morla, in the name 
*' of the Jcmta Military and Civil established at Madrid. Hitherto 
^^ I have been left without communication or «i]^port from any of 
*^ the Spanish armies ; and as the army I command was separated at 
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^^ Astorga and Salamanca^ at which place it had been ordered to col* 
" lect, at the time when the army under Greneral Castanos was de- 
". feated^ it became necessary for me to consider what steps were 
^* necessary for the security of the British army, which was helpless 
" from its separation^ and, when united, not sufiiciently strong to en- 
*^ counter the whole French force, which was about to be turned 
^' against it. I had therefore ordered the corps at Astorga to fall 
^* back on Corunna, and was about to retire widi the corps from this 
^^ to some place of greater security, from ^i^iieRoe I might retom to 
^^ the assistance of Spain, when a more fevauraUe <^[>portuiiity ofi^d. 
*^ Those measures I have now stopped. The Corps imder Sir David 
^^ Baird shall return to Astorga. I have put myself in communication 
^ with the Marquis de la Romana, at Leon ; and I shall, in concert 
*^* with him, undertake such ^eml^ns as are deemed best for the 
*^ interests of Spain, and for the relief and asnstance of Madrid. I 
^^ should hope that the example of patriotism given by the capital 
^* will be followed by the provinces, and that the people wll flock up 
to its assistance; when, headed by the armies, the best results 
may be expected. The Junta may rest assured that every thing 
shall be done by me that can foe expected by such a corps as I com- 
mand. This will be delivered by Colonel Graham, whom I send 
to the Junta that' he may explain the particolars of my situation, 
^^ and communicate to me the wishes of the Junta, and the relative 
^* positions and strength of the people of Madrid, and the French 
^ opposed to them. 

" I have the honour to be, 

*' Your Excellency's, &c. 

" John Moobk.*' 

Tins letter was written in consequence of the intelligence sent 
by Mr. Frere, who imagined that both Castelfranco and Morla had 
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resolved to fight to due last extremity^ and^ rather than suffer their 
country to be enalaved^ to perish in its ruinar 

But it is now fully ascertained that Madrid wa3 basely betrayed. 
The chiefs who signed the capitulation abandoned every principle 
which they had sworn to mamtainy and stipulated for advantageous 
conditions for themselves : while the inhabitants at first resisted with 
noisy vociferation, and then quietly surrendered their arms. 

Castelfranco and Moria, when they vnrote to Sir John Moore, knew 
that Castanos' troops were cut off from Madrid by Marshal Bessieres^ 
and were flying towards Cuenca* 

They themselves had ordered the gates of Madrid to be shut against 
the corps of San Juan; who, from mistaken fury, murdered their 
General, one of the ablest of the Spanish Ofiicers ; and after this, 
horrid deed fled in confusion to Almares. 

Such was the conduct of the misguided troops ; and the two high- 
bom Spanish Chiefs sheathed their swords at the sight of the Enemy 
of their country, and by his order employed their perfidious pens to 
betray the British army. In the letter to Sir John Moore the Bigna* 
ture il Principe de Castelfranco is written with a steady hand ; but 
Thomas Morla^s appears to have trembled in signing his infamy. 

Buonaparte, with affected grandeur, pretended to extend lijs cle- 
mency to these degraded Spaniards. To conceal their concert with 
him, and to gratify his spleen, he cunningly tatmted Morla for hi» 
former perfidy in brcakii^ the CapitidadoB with Du Pont. But so 
shallow a device is easily comprehended. 

Morla made good terms for 1;iimself and his base associates. His 
fortune and military rank were preserved to him, and he stoops to 
exist under the protection of the Usurper of his country. 

" Vendidit hie auro patriamj dominumqtie potentem 
^* Inposuity Jixit leges pretio atque reJixitJ^ 
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But these dismal truths were all unknown to Sir John Moore. He 
never saw the men, and had no means of judging of the sincerity of 
their professions. He perceived very clearly the folly which pre- 
dominated in the Spanish -councils, but conjectured nothing worse. 

On the 7th of December he had the pleasure of receiving the follow- 
ing patriotic address from the City of Toledo * :: 

The Junta of Toledo to Iiis Evccellency Sir John Moore j Sfc. 8fc. 

^^ EXCELLENT SIR, . Toledo^ 5th December^ 1808. 

" The Junta of Toledo, most anxiously iwshing to 
^^ save their country, have signified to General Eredia, the Comman- 
^* dant of this Capital, that it is their intention to reunite here the 
^^ dispersed armies ; and to take the proper measures to enable him to 
" defend this City to the last extremity. 

^^ The Junta is besides in communication with Aranjuez, and other 
^' points of union ; and have the satisfaction to assure your Excellency 
" that they are resolved to die in defence of their country. They 

transmit this information for the guidance of your Excellency, 

wishing you many years." 






(Signed by the Members of the Junta.) 

Sir John Moore rejoiced at this new proof of rising spirit in Spain, 
and immediately returned the following answer : 

* Vide Appendix^ W. p. 50. 
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Sir John Moore to their Excellencies the Junta of Toledo. 

<< GSMTI^BMSN^ << Salamanca^ 7 Dec. 1808. 

^^ I HAVE received this monung the letter which you 
^^ have done me the honour to address to me. 

^^ The sentiments it contains, and the determination you express 
^^ to die for your country, do you and the City of Toledo the greatest 
^^ honour. If similar sentiments animate the rest of Spain, and the 
^^ S^^aniards will adhere fiedthfully to each other, there can be no 
^^ doubt of your ultimate success, whatever temporary advantages the 
^^ French may perhaps gain. The example given by Madrid is 
'^ worthy of a great nation : it will, I hope, excite the enthusiasm 
'^ of all good Spaniards ; make them collect, and march to the as* 
'^ sistance of a town which ought not to be sacrificed. 

^^ The British army, like the Britisli nation, is desirous of render- 
<< iBg every assistance to the Spanish cause, and you may depend 
^^ upon ks best exertions. I am uniting the different corps of the 
^' army, and preparing to act 

^^ The Marquis of Bomana is at Leon *, collecting the army that 
^* was with General Blake in Biscay ; and, in concert with him, what* 

ever is possible on this side shall be done. 

<^ I shall hope to continue in* correspondence with you, and that 

you wiU inform me with the progress yoA make ; and witii what« 
^^ ever movements are made, either by the Enemy or by the armed 
^^ force assembling at Toledo. You shall be equally informed by me 
^ of every thing <m this side. In order to facilitate this correspoudence, 
'^ I shall send a British oflker to reside at Toledo, which I trust will 
*^ meet yov appfobati<m. 

<< I have the honour to be, &c. 

" John Moore.'' 

* Vide Appendix, Y. p. 51. 
P 
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An officer was accordingly sent to concert measures for the defence 
of Toledo ; but the Junta at the approach of a French corps suddenly 
changed their resolution, and, instead of dying, or even fighting for 
their country, very prudently retired : and the Duke of Bellune took 
possession of this peaceful city. This was one of the usual disap- 
pointments which Sir John Moore met with from his Ally ; who was 
constantly proclaiming the most daring intentions ; and when expec- 
tation was wound up to its height, and the most strenuous deeds 
were looked for, in a moment exertion relaxed, and resolution 
yielded. 

Indeed few Generals have been entangled ^vith so many em- 
barrassments as Sir John Moore ; who not only had to contend with 
the distrust of the Spanish Government, always exaggemting their 
resources, and concealing or glossing over their disasters ; but also 
to guard against the secret plots of unsuspected traitors, hid in the 
bosom of the Jujita: while the British Minister, instead of assisting 
him with correct information, perplelced him with false intelligence, 
harassed him with vexatious missions, and thwarted him with perti- 
nacious requisitions. And, lastly, he had to encounter the pciwer 
and genius of Buonaparte. 

Madrid had now fallen, and the indefatigable Emperor was resolved 
to give the discomfited Spaniards no time to rally ; but to disperse 
their dispirited troops, and penetrate with celerity to the South. 

Marshal Bessieres was chasing the Central Army on the road td 
Valencia ; the Duke of Bellune had entered Toledo j and th^ Duke 
of Dantzic, with a strong division, was marching to Badajos, widl 
the design of either seizing upon Lisbon or Cadiz' ; the Duke of 
Trevise was proceeding against Saragossa ; the Duke of J^almatia • 
was preparing to enter Leon ; and Buonaparte^ from Madrid, was 
ready to support all these movements, and complete the subjugation 
of Spain. 
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There are no certain documents to ascertain what were the actual 
numbers of the French army who invaded Spain. 

Buoimparte announced that his intention was to carry there 200,000 
men ; and the French Officers who were taken prisoners believed that 
their army consisted of fully that number. 

' The following statement shews that in this there was probably 
little or no exaggeration. 

Various accounts agree in calculating the French force in 
Spain, in autumn 1808, which was stationed behind the 

Ebro, at-... 45,000 

There were at the same time, in the Town of Barcelona, 

and in the Province of Catalonia, ---.-.- 15,000 
According to the interested letter from the Governor of 
Bayonne to Marshal Jourdan, there would enter Spain 
. by Bayonne, between 16thOctoberand 16th November*, 7^^000 
An army, chiefly from Italy, entered Catalonia about the 

same period •----*------- 15,000 

Junot's division entered, in the beginning of December 30,000 

177,000 



From reports there is reaspn to believe that there were other French 
corps besides the above, which entered Spain at various periods. And 
this appears to have been substantiated by intelligence received after 
the campaign was over ; for the Secretaries of State declared in both 
Houses of Parliament, that the French force in Spain amounted to 
200,000 men, which accords with Buonaparte's original declaration. 

It is not however to be imagined, that there ever was at one period 
so great an effective French force as the above; for deaths and casualties 
always occasion a great reduction of the numbers of an army. 

* Vide Appendix, E. p. 12. 
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Considerable pains have been taken to-aaceriain what was ibe real 
British force which entered Spain ; for a very fiJbe estimate may be 
made by examining only the total numbers of c^icial reports* Alter an 
accurate eicamination it is found ^^ that the whole effective foree of Ae 
corps which marched from Corunna under Sir I>avid Baird^conaisted of 
9550 men ; and of those which proceeded from Porti:^al was 18^416 ; 
making altogether an army of 25^631 infantry and 2450 cavedry. 
The artiUery was numerous, but of too small a calilnre ; including a 
])rigade of useless three-pounders, it amounted to fifty guns. 

Sir John Moore was now joined by General Hope's division, and was 
desirous of uniting himself vtnith Sir David Baird's ; having resolved 
to prosecute the war in the North of Spainf . But neither the arts of 
Morla, the news of Charmilly, nor the argumente and reqaisittons of 
the Junta and Mr.Frere, could induce the General to advance to Madrid. 
He knew that tlie passes of Somosierra and Guardarama were pos- 
sessed by the iFrendb, and IJbat an attempt to force them would be 
destruetive ; yet, if he continued where he was, or only guarded the 
frontiers of Gralieia, every thing valuable in Spain would be quickly 
subdued. The first of these plans was rejected as rash, and the 
others as futile ; but he formed and executed a plan for stopping 
the progress of the French, and relieving Spain, which has been 
highly admired by masters in the art of war. This will be gradually 
developed* But, as he found that the Spanish Generals who had 
been deputed to him were quite incapable of discussing a plan, or 
giving him any advice, he thought it would be imprudent to confide 
his intentions to them. He considered it most advisable to trust no 
one with his designs, except the Government, and the Generals 
commanding armies who were toco-operate with him. 

This appears to have given great offence to one of the Deputed 
Generals, who wrote the following letter. 

* VideAppendiX) Z. p. 53. t Vide Appendix, AA. BB. CC. pp. 56—62. 
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JD»» VieMhtta Bsoakmie ba His Eacdkncy the Commander ^ the 
ShfTcesofHM iBritanmc Maje9ty*. 

. /^ MOW OBCKCELLfiNT SI&9 La Calaada de Bonos, Dec. 7, ISOt. 

^* I IN vain exhausted every means^ military as well as 
*^ political^ to induce your Excellency to give up the project of retir- 
" ing with your troops to Ciudad Rodrigo and Portugal, and of 
^^ withdrawing that part of the British army which is at Astorga to 
^^ Gralicia. And your Excellency having observed, that the Marquis 
^^ of Romana was only able to collect five thousand men, J leftSala* 
** manca yesterday morning to meet the Supreme Junta^ considering 
" my mission at an end. But to-day I have received a courier with 
" a letter from the Marquis of Romana ; of which I transmit a 
copy to your Excellency, in hopes that it will have more influence 
than my observations, and induce you to change your plan* For 
if, instead of uniting the two divisions of your army with the army 
of the Marquis of Romana at Zamora, or some other point that 
may impose upon the Enemy, you persist in putting your design 
in execution, you will immediately occasion the destruction of 
Spain, and perhaps your Excellency will be under the necessity 
of embarking for England. But, if your Excdlency will accede 
to the said junction, it is very probable that the Enemy will aban- 
don his intention of attacking Madrid, and will retire. This would 
^' give time to the army of the Centre to concentrate, and take other 
** positions. 

^^ I request your Excellency to give an answer io the beaver, that he 
'^ may send it to me. And it would be important if your Excellency 
^^ would be so good as to write to the Marquis of Romana your final 
'^ determination. 

^ Ventuea EscalantbJ'' 

« Vide the original Spanish, DD. p. 63*. 
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The answer that was sent to this letter \vas one of pure civility. Sir 
John choosing only to write confidentiafly to the acting Generals. 

De Sir John Moore a son Excellence le Marquis de la Romana *• 

^^ MONSIEUR LE MARQUIS, Sahnianca, cc S Decemkre. 

^^ Un Officier que j* exp^e au G^n^ral Sir David 
*^ Baird, m' offre V occasion de vous &rire. Je n'ai pas encore refu 
^^ des informations siires, k 1' egard de Madrid ; j'ai lieu de croire que 
" Icpeuple tient encore. Une lettre de la Junta de Toledo m' a com- 
^^ muniqu^ 1' intention de rassembler un corps d' arm^ la ; et que le 
^^ peuple est d^termin^ de mourir, les armes k la main. 

" Le G^n^ral Castanos a refu ordre de se retirer k Carolina, de 
" r autre c6te de la Sierra Morena. 

^^ Dans cette partie de V Espagne les habitans sont trop tranquilles r 
^^ ils disent qu' ils n' ont point d' armes ; ils ont besoin d'une tSte pour 
^ les remuer, pour les reunir, et pour les commander. Je propose, 
^^ le 10 courant, de faire un mouvement sur Zamore et Toro, pour 
^^ me rapprocher du Corps du G^ndral Baird et du v6tre. Quand je 
" saurai quel progrfes vous avez fait dans Forganisation de votre arm^^ 
^^ nous pourrons combiner quelque chose; et j' attends avec impa- 
*^ tience de recevoir une r^ponse a la lettre que j' eus V honneur de vous 
^^ &rire le six. Deux Officiers G^n^raux ^toient ici, il y a quelques 
" jours, envoy& de la part de la Junta Supreme. Ils ne m' ont pas paru 
^^ d' avoir ni les pouvoirs ni les informations n^cessaires pour combiner 
" une operation. J' ai cru pouvoir m'expliquer plus clairement avec 
^^ vous. Monsieur le G^ndral, et j* ai refus^ d' entrer. avec eux en 
" mati^re : c^dtoit le G^n^ral Escalante et le B*"^ G^n^ral Buenq. 

" J' ai r honneur 

" d'etre, &c. 

^^ John Moorb.'^ 

* Vide Translation in Appendix, EE. p. 64. 
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The following ii>structions were then dispatched to Sir David 
JBaird ; 



Sir John Moore to Sir David Baird. 

•^ MY DEAR GENERAL^ Salamanca^ Sth Dec. 1808. 

^^ Madrid still holds oat, and I have some reason to 
*^ believe that some -eflForts are making to collect a force at Toledo, 
" and a still lai^er one on the other side of the Sierra Morena. As 
long as there is a chance, we must not abandon this country. The 
conduct of Madrid has given us a little time, and we must endea- 
vour to profit by it. My first object must be to unite with you, 
^ andr thus connect myself with the Marquis Romana. I shall move 
a corps from this on the 10th, to Zamora and Toro. T<> which last 
place I shall move Head-quuartets. 

I should wish you to push on your people by brigades to Bena^ 
vente. I have desired General Clinton to send you, for your 
^^ j>W«?a^e information, the manner I propose dividing the army. I 
^ think you will prefer commanding a division to* being second in 
^^ command without any. I send you ^is private, that you may 
^^ consider it, and let me know if you would ^vish it altered in any 
" particular. But I should not wish it to be shewn to any of the 
^' Grenerals, which might draw upon me applications which I could 
not grant. You will have the goodtiess to point out to me any 
alterations, respecting the corps with you, which might improve 
'* the armvgement, 

^^ You never noticed the tetter I enclofie^ to you, long since, for 
*^ General Leith, ordering him to join you. I am, therefore^ ig- 
^^ norant whether he is with .ycm. He is. placed,, like all the cos- 
'^. responding officers, under ipy 4X>mBiandy but he has never written 
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^^ me a line. I AaH thank you to tell me where he is, as also the 
Officers who were employed in the mission under him. 
^^ In the mean time I am anxious to know the real strength and 
condition of the troops Romana and Blake are assembling ; and 

^^ I shall thank you to send an intelligent officer to Leon to see 
them^ and who is capable of Judging without allowing him- 
self to be humbugged. You will of course order whatever 
troops arrive at Corunna to be immediately landed and moved 

^^ forward. 

" I have sent Colonel Graham (90 Reg.) to Madrid^ and expect 

*^ to hear from him this evening. 

^^ I femam, &c. 

^^ John Mocisx*'^ 

Colonel Graham, who had bees deputed with the answer to 
Castelfiraaco and Morb^ instead of tcavelling directly to Madrid, 
thought it most j^dent to go first te Takv^a, to obtain intelli^ 
gence. He arrived there Iste at night on the fth of Decembw. 
The following letter ezpkdns hie proceedings ; but, as the Spanish 
messenger was slow, and the Colonel was inde&t^bly active, he 
retumed to Salamanca on die 9th, before the letter arrived. 

Colonel Graham to Sir John Moore. 

Tdtaveira de Id Reina. 
'' MY BEAE GENEBAL, „^ ^ VV.t:. ^f^ .•^. 

' Wednesday Ntghi late^ 7-S Ike. t SOS. 

'^ Owing to the extreme d^Beiiltj in getting hofws, I did 

^^ not get here till past eleven to-night : and hearing there vm a part 

^ of the Junta Central stilt in this place, I immediately waited on 

^ them to obtain informatfon: the «no«nt of wUcb I send jbj ati 
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^ extraordinary courier, as the most likely means of Its reaching you 

* soon; as he will get on much fasterthanIcoulcl,requiringfewerhorses, 
" It seems, on the 3d, Castelfranco and Morla made some sort of 

* agreement with the French, who on the day hefore got possession 
' of the Retiro and Prado of Madrid. They are suspected of treason 
' in this proceeding ; having refused to admit the troops under St. 
' Juan and Hereida, who were at the gates on this side ; and whose 
' presence, it is asserted, would have enabled the citizens to have 
' defended the town. Castellar, the Captain-General, and all the 
' Military Officers of rank, refused to ratify the agreement, left the 
' town, and brought away 16 guns; and the inhabitants refuse to 
' deliver up their arms. In this state of things the Enemy remain in 
^ the Retiro, without having taken possession of the diflperent posts 
' within : and they (the two Deputies here) do not think there is 
^ any chance of any part of the French force (between 20 and 
' 30,000 men) being detached from Madrid. 

" Castanos' army, meanv^hile, commanded by General La P^na, 
^ second in command, is at Guadalaxara; and, they say, amounts to 
' about 30,000 men. There are about 12,000 of the remairts of St. 

* Juan and Hereida's army here, going to occupy the bridge of Al- 
^ maraz ; where great exertions are making by the Junta to assemble 
^ a large force. Meanwhile St. Juan has been sacrificed to the popu- 

' lar fury for retreating from Madrid ; and was this morning mur- * 
^ dered here. One of the members now here is to proceed imme- 

* diately to Leon, to concert measures with the M. de la Romana; 
^ whose force they state, by the accounts received this day, to ex- 
' ceed 30,000 men ; and every where, where the country is ijiot occu- 

* pied by the Enemy, they say the most active measures are taking 
^ to increase the military force of the country. They state the whole 
' of the French force in Spain not to exceed from 70 to 80,000 men ; 

* a part of which is before Saragossa. They deny any reinforcements 

Q 
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" more being on their way to join the Enemy. They are most anx- 
** ious that you should join Romana« I shortly explained to them^ 
<* the divided state of your army, and the necessity you were under to 
** begin a retreat, instead of completing the junction, on hearing of 
** Castanos' defeat. I assured them, that, whatever might be yota: 
** determination from circumstances, you have nothing more at heart 
** than to serve effectually the cause of Spain ; but that the British 
*^ auxiliary army could do little in that by itself, and tfiat every thing 
^^ depended on their being able to bring forward a pow erful Spanish 
" army, that could unite with it* I mean to return by the Placentia 
" road. I am afraid I shall not be abk to get the Courier to send 
** this till to-morrow morning. 

" I remain ever most truly yours, 

^^ Thomas Graham." 
<^ P. S. I think they mean that La Fena should retire on Andb-» 
** lusia : though they do not seem to have quite given up hopes of the 
^^ people of Madrid resisting, should they be able to introduce a few 
^^ thousand men. The Junta is at TruxiUo. You see that all I 
^ can do is to repeat what I have heard ; for I hswe wy means^at this 
** moment of judging for myself." 

('Paper inclosed^ 

•* In the Morning of the Sth. 
" I HAVE just heard, from good authority, that the Enemy 
^* have gone towards Saragossa with a large force ; and that that and 
<* Madrid are their objects. 

*^ P* S. Official accounts are just come that they attacked Sara- 
^* gossa on the first, and were repulsed with great loss." 

This letter exemplifies the manner in which the Spanish Junta 
cloaked their calamities from the sight of their ally. Not being able 
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absolutely to deny the capitulatibn^ they softened it into a kind of 
agreement ; adding^ that the indignant inhabitants had refused to 
deliver up their arms^ and that the French had not ventured to enter 
the city. They alsa sunk down the numbers of Buonaparte's army 
far below the truths and exaggerated their own in the same propor- 
tion : completely disguising from the British General the relative 
strength of both. 

He was thus misled by the persons who ought to have instructed 
him ; and taught to believe that Madrid, instead of surrendering^ had 
only formed a species of armistice with the Enemy : that Spanish 
corps were prepaiing to advance to its relief; and that the chief por- 
tion of Buonaparte's force must be occupied in controuling it. 

It appears from Sir John Moore's letters, that he neil^er credu'*. 
loualy trusted, nor totally disbelieved^ this authenticated account; 
though it was likewise confirmed by many private- reports ; particu- 
larly by the testimony of a Friar, who had come from Madrid. Not- 
withstanding his doubts^ he considered himself compelled to make 
every .effort in his power for the relief of tiie capital, and accordingly 
advanced from Salamanca. 

The movement was made from the left flank, by brigades^ towards 
the Duero. 

The reserve and General Beresford's brigade were marched to 
Toro ; there to unite with the cavalry under Lord Paget^ who had 
reached that place from Astorga. He moved with the remaining 
divisions towards Alaejos and Tordesillas. Atihis last place tiie whole 
were intended to unite^ whence he proposed to proceed to Valladolid. 
Sir David Baird's corps were not yet all collected ; but he was directed 
to push on his brigades to Benavente, to support or join him. 

The intention of this movement was to threaten the communica- 
tion between Madrid and France : but the design is expressed in the 
following letters. 
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Sir John Moore to Mr. Frere. 

€€ gjjj Salamanca J Dec. 10, 1808. 

^^ Colonel Graham, wliom I had requested to go to 
" Madrid, returned last night. He got no farther than Talaveira, 
*^ where he met two Members of the Supreme Junta, from whom he 
^^ learned the capitulation of Madrid, with the circumstances relating 
" to it. I own, I cannot conceive how the Duke of Castelfranco 
*^ ajad Mr. de Morla could have given up the town, if the iahahitants 
" had been very resolute in their determination to defend it. It is, 
" I suspect, like the cry of the Armies, who, to cover tlieir mis- 
^* conduct, accuse their Oiiefs of treachery, and, in the instance of 
** St. Juai), put th^m to death. Although I have little hope of the 
*^ success pf the Spanish cause (for I see no marks any where of 
" enthusiaspi, or of a determined spirit, either amongst the people or 
*^ the Government) ; yet, as it is possible that it may be roused, and as 
*^ it is said that forces are assembling in the South, I shall unite the 
^* British army; and, in concert with the Marquis of Xia Romana^ 
^^ undertake such operations as appear to us best. I have not yet 
^* received an answer from the Marquis to my late letters ; but I 
'^ expect to receive one hourly. I do not know the number of people 
" he has collected ; but they are not of a description from wl^om 
^' much can be expected. 

" I have now with me General Hope's division, the artillery, and 
" the whole cavalry, which, however, as yet only amounts to 2,300. 
*' Madrid, in the state it is, must occupy a considerable portion of 
" the Enemy's force. Saragossa still holds out ; and the levies in 
" the South will attract his attention. The whole cannot hp turned 
" against us ; and. in a very few days I hope to have the army in 
*' readiness to act. I shall begin to-morrow to put part of it in 
" motion ; and my wish is to unite it at VaUadolid. In the present 
" doubtful state of things, it strikes me that it would be an advan- 
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" tage to get Cadiz into our possession j and perhaps, if it were 
" pointed out to the Junta as a place of safety for them to retreat to, 
^* they would agree to our placing a garrison in it : in which case, 
" there are two strong regiments coming from Gibraltar to join this 
**army; and, upon signifying it to Sir John Craddock at Lisbon, 
^* they could be thrown into Cadiz for the moment, until some 
** arrangement could be made. This Province, like others, has re- 
'* ceived orders to arm ; but, unless the Junta place in the Provinces 
*^ persons of character and ability to carry their orders into execution, 
** they will be of little avail. Pignatelli, the Captain-General, has 
" retired even from Avila. By the bye, that town furnished 25,000 
'* rations to the French the other day, upon a simple order being sent 
^^ to them £roni the EscuriaL 

^^ If at this moment this town, Ciudad Rodrigo, and Zamora, 
*< were armed, and would defend themselves, it would be of consi- 
demble service ; as, otherwise, when I go towards Valladolid, my 
communication Math Almeida and Portugal, from whence I draw 
my resources ia aaimunition, &c. &c. may be intercepted. A man 
^^ of energy, as Captain-General of this Province, residing under the 
" protection of this army, and explaining in Proclamations, or other- 
" wisq, to the people the services expected from them, and which they 
^^ might perform, would be of infinite use. The people are left toa 
** much without direction ; and we cannot get, even for money, common 
" intelligence. It is only by Colonel Graham, last night, I knew the 
" capitulation of Madrid, which happened the 3d. I take the liberty 
" to state these particulars to you, as perhaps, by means of the 
" Junta, remedies might be applied. I shaJl thank you not to mention 
^* any direction in which I mean to mcPve ; but to say, in general, that 
" the Bnti^h Army will act in conjunction with the Army of La 
^^ Romana. 

** I have the honour, &c. &c. 

" John Moore.*' 
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Sir John Moore to Sir David Baird. 



^^ MY DEAR SIBDAVID^ Salamanca, I2th Dccen^tr^ ISM* 

^^ I HAVE received both your letters of the 8th, in answer 
*' to mine of the 5th and 6th. 

^^ Lord Paget is at Toro, to which place I have sent the reserve, 
^^ and General Beresford's brigade ; the rest of the troops from this 
^^ ace moving to the Duero. My quarters to-raorrow will be at 
^^ Alaejos ; Hope's at Torde^llas ; Fraser will be with me with hb 
^' division on the 14th ; on which day Lord Paget, with the CSavahy 
^^ and Infantry from Toro, will m«ve along to Duero, towards us, 
^^ 80 as to enable the whole to reach TordesiUas and its neighbour- 
^^ hood the 15th, and Valiadolid on the 16th. I have no answer 
^' from the Marquis de la Romana, to whom I wrote upon the 6th, 
^^ and with whom it is my wish to form a junction, and to co-oper»te. 
^' But, although I am disappointed in not hearing from him, imd must 
^^ forego any assistance from him ; and although your corps will not 
^^ be up in time, yet I think it an object with the troops I have 
^^ to march to Valiadolid ; friom whence, according to the information 
^^ I receive, I may move on to Palencia and Burgos ; and thus threa* 
^ ten the Enemy's communications, and cause a diversion in favour of 
^^ Madrid or Saragossa, or any movement which may be in contempla* 
^^ tion frY>m the South of the Tagu& I shall, at all events, cover you 
^^ whilst assembling at Astorga and Benavente, and may bring you 
^ on to me, or fall back upon you, as occasion requitres ; and, in the 
^^ mean time, I shall be just as safe as at Salamanca or Zamora. I 
^^ think I shall call on to me Colonel Crawford with his corps, eidier 
** by Toro or Medina de Bi# Seco, of which I shall give you notice 
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^^ from Alaejos. I have attached one brigade of artillery to each 
** division of the army ; whatever is over, is considered as reserve. 
*' To each division also there is attached ten rounds of musket car- 
^^ tridgesper man carried in carts, and four mules with pack-saddles, 
*^ for the purpose of bringing the cartridges, when wanted, from the 

carts to the troops; besides which, I am forwar£ng musket^ammu- 
^^ nition, and ammunition for guns, to Zamora. I think if you bring 
^* on with the troops two brigades of artillery, besides the two of 
" horse artillery, one of which is with Lord' Paget, this will suffice ; 
** leave the other two at Astorga, ready to come forward when caQed 
^* for. I %vish you would make the same arrangement for carrying 
^^ with your brigades, or divisions, ten rounds a man, besides the sixty 
^^ in pouches. I shall enclose a letter from Colonel Harding, com- 
^^ manding the artillery, explanatory of every thing else. I consider 

Benavente as a place to have certain stores advanced to ; the rest 

you should divide between Astorga and Villairanca^ 

All the money at Corunna should be broug][it up to Villafranca ; 
^^ We shall want it. I am much obUged to you for your opinion upon 
^^ the Galicias and Vigo; and it is that which now, probably, I shall 
^^ follow, should such a measure become necessary. I«am, therefore^ 
*^ most anxious that magazines should be formed on that communi* 
" cation. I have written home, to direct that all transports, &cv 
^^ should call at Corunna, and Vigp, unless otherwise directed. Co* 
^' runna must be the place for all supplies from England ;. — the com** 
" munication through Portugal is difficult and tardy. 

'^ Forward the inclosed to the Marquis de la Bx^mana as sooa 
^ as possible > and send me any letters which may come from h)m 
*^ without delay. An Officer will remain at Salamanca, to forward 
" letters to me. Should you not prefer the direct road by Toro to 
" Tordesillas, or Yalladolid, you will not think it necessary to have 
*^ more cavalry with you whilst I am in your front. I shall enclose 
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^^ a letter for Lord Castlereagh *, which I shall thank you to for- 
" ward to Corunna. 

" Believe me sincerely, &c. 

" John Moore/' 

Sir John Moore to Mr. Frere. 
^' SIR, Salaniaficaf December 12M, 1 308. 

^^ I LEAVE this to-morrow, and I expect to be in Valla- 
" dohd on the 16th, with that part of the army which came from 
" Portugal, joined by 1500 Cavalry which came with Sir David 
'^ Baird; the rest of Sir David's corps he is assembling at Astorga 
*' and Benavente ; but I have thought it advisable to make this 

movement without him, rather than wait longer. He will be in 

my rear, and can join me when he is ready. I have heard nothing 
" from the Marquis de la Romana, in answer to the letters I wrote 
" to him on the 6th and 8th instant. I am thus disappointed of 
*^ his co-operation, or of knowing what plans he proposes. 

^^ I am in ignorance of the state of Madrid. It was attacked the 
^^ 2d, and capitulated the 3d. The French then had the Retiro, 
" and the people kept their arms. Whether this continues their 
^^ relative situation, I cannot learn. The diflSculty of obtaining in- 
^* formation surpasses what I ever met with. 

^* The object of my movement is to threaten the French communi- 
^^ cations, and attract their attention from Madrid and Saragossa, and 
*' favour any movement which may be projected by the armies form- 
^^ ingto the South of the Tagus. 

*^ If no advantage is taken of it, if no efforts are made, and 
^^ if every one continues quiet, as they did when Madrid was attacked, 
** the French will have their option to turn against me what portion 
^^ of their force they please ; it will, of course, not be one inferior in 

* Vide Appendix, CC. p. 60. 
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" number, and I need not state to you what is Ukely to be the oonse^ 
^' quence. 

« The French in the North of Spain have from 80 to 90,000 
" men: — it is said that more are advancing, and I believe it; as 
^^ many of the letters, found in the intercepted mail, mention a 
^^ seventh and eighth division, preparing to enter Spain. I have seen 
*^ nothing in the conduct of the Spaniards that gives me the least 
" hope that they will resist such formidable numbers. They have 
^* shewn nothing like resolution hitherto. Madrid, after so much 
" boasting, held out but one day. This army is now in motion, and 
" I shall make with it what diversion I can, to favour any resistance, 
*^ or any attacks made elsewhere. If the forces, collected to the 
^^ Southward of the Tagus, • will move forward in great nmnbers, 
" and like men determined to rescue their country, Madrid may still 
" be saved ; if the inhabitants keep their arms, and if the French, 
*^ notwithstanding the capitulation, have not dared to enter the city ; 
" but nothing short of some very decided measure will save either 
^^ Madrid or Spain at this moment. I shall continue to keep you 
^* informed of my movements ; and your Courier, coming by Ciudad 
" Rodrigo, will be informed where to find me. 

^* I have, &c. 

" John Moore/' 

It appears by this letter, that the Spaniards had assured Sir John 
Moore that the French troops were fewer by more than a half of theit 
actual numbers ; and by their assertions that the inhabitants of Ma- 
drid had not submitted, but retained their arms, he was led to enter- 
taun hopes that his movements might be useful to save that city. 

On the same day, December 12th, Lord Paget, with the principal 
part of the cavalry, marched from Toro to TordesiUas ; while Briga- 
dier-General Stuart, Commanding the 18th and King's German 
Dragoons, was moving from Arevolo. The Brigadier got informa- 
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tion that a party of French cavaky atid infiairtry were posted m a village 

called Rueda. 

Captain Da&hwood secretly reconnoitred the place at night, and 
marked the position of the guards. The Brigadier then rode up to 
the village with a party of the 18th Dragoons, surprised the Enemy, 
and killed or took prisoners almost the whole detachment. 

This was the first encounter of the French and British in Spain. 
The march of the British had been so well concealed, that the French 
were astonished to find that there were any English troops there. The 
prison^s declared that it was universally helieved they had retreated. 

The Head Quarters were, on the 14th December, at Alaejos, where 
Sir John received a letter from the Marquis of Romana, who, he 
tholight, had been rather too long in writing. The Marquis here 
distinctly expresses a perfect approbation of the reasons for the retreat 
which Sir John Moore had before projected ; and, from caution, he 
adds not a word respecting the forward movement, lest his letter 
should fall into the hands of the Enemy. 

There is often in ihe Marquis's letter one or two English words, 
atid the French is a little incorrect. 

^ A S.E. Mr. le General Sir John MoorCy Commandant G^n4ral 
de VArmde Angloise en Espagne. 

u gjj^ Head Quarters^ Lemy I Uh December, 1808. 

*^ Je vois par les deux lettres de V. E. du six et huit 
'^ courant, la cause des inouvemens retrogrades qu' elle avoit present 
** aux corps d' Arm^e sous ses ordres; et je la trouve tr^ fondle et 
•* trfes juste. Craignant d'aventurer une reponse aux articles des 
" deux lettres, je me r&erve de la feire par le moyen d'un Officier 
<^ que j'exp^dierai demain pour aller k v6tre rencontre k Zamora, 

* Vide Translation in Appendix, FF. p. 65. 
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tandis que je voe prepare pour faire avec V. E. ]a Jonction si d^sir^e; 
J'ai r bonneur de renouveller k Y. £)• V hommage de ma haute 
'^ estime^ et de la par&ite coasid^tion avec laquelle 
" Je suis voire trfes humble^ 

*^ et tr^ devout serviteur, 

" Lb Mi^RQui$ BE LA Rom AN a/' 
Oq tbe same day on which die above was received, a packet of 
letters from the Head^quarters of the French Army were brought 
to Sir John Moore. The Officer who had diem in charge was inter- 
aepted, a>admiiird«?ed by 8<uae Spanish peasants. 

The ibUowing dispatch from Marshid Berthier to the Duke of 
Dalmatla was very important. 

^ Monsieur le Mar^chal Due de Didmatie^ commaTidant le 2 Corps 
d* Armicy h Saldana. Ltc V. CormMahley Major GdnSral^. 

** Chamartin, le 10 fiecembre, 1808. 
^^ A MONSIEUR L£ MABECHAL DUG 1}B DALMATIE^ 

" J' Ai lu k rEmpereuTy Monsieur le Mar&;hal^ votre 
** lettre du 4 Decembre, apport^e par Y un de vos officiers ; sa Ma- 
*^ jest^, Monsieur le Due, approuve tout ce que vous avez feit. Le' 
" 8"* -Hegiment de Dragons, le 22"^ de Chasseurs, le Regiment du 
" Colonel Tascher, le Regiment Hanovrien, font quatre Regiments, 
*' formant deux Brigades commandoes par les CrOnOraux de Brigade de 
** Belle et Franceschi : ces deux Brigades de Cavalerie sont sous vos 
*^ ordres ; et vous pouvez les faire manoevrer comme il vous convien- 
" dra. L'Empereur pense qu' avec la Division Merle, avec la Divi- 
^* sion Mouton, les 4 Regiments de troupes k cheval, vous n' avez rien 
" qui puisse vous r&ister. 

^* Qu' avez vous h, faire ? Vous rendre maitre de Leon, rejeter 
" r ennemi en Galice, vous emparer de Benavente et de Zamora ; 

♦ Vide Translation in Appendix, GG, p. 6'5. 
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<* vous ne devez pas avoir d' Anglais devant vous, car quelqaes R^- 
" ments sont venus h. TEscurial, h, Salamanque, et tout porte k pen- 
** ser qu'ils sont en pleine marche retrograde : notre avant-garde est 
aujourd'hui k Talavera de la Reyna, sur la route de Badajoz : ellc 
** sera bient6t sur cette ville. Vous sentez assez que ce mouve- 
^* ment (s* il ne V a pas d^ja fait) va forcer les Anglais k acoourir sur 
^^ Lisbonne. Au moment^ Monsieur le Marshal, que vous serez 
^^ certain^ comme tout porte k le pr&umer^ qu'il n'y a pas d' Anglais 
^^ devant vous^ vous pouvez marcher droit et t^te baiss^ ; il n'y a 
*^ rien en Espagnols qui puisse tenir contre vos deux divisions. Faites 
^^ faire des souliers et des capottes k Leon^ k St. Ander^ k Palencia. 
** Sa Majesty approuve toutes les demandes que vous ferez ayant pour 
*' but d'am^orer votre materiel : vous pouvez ^galement requ^rir des 
" mulcts pour remonter votre artillerie^ et des chevaux pour remonter 
*^ votre cavalerie, en mettant dans tout cela les formes et tout ce qui 
^^ tient k la bonne administration. II est possible qu* aussitdt que la 
division de Dragons du G^n. Miller arrivera en Espagne^ TEmpe- 
reur vous Tenvoye ; mais cette division ne sera pas en Espagne au 
^^ moins de 15 jours. A la distance ou vous vous trouvez de nous, 
" Monsieur le Due, vous ne pouvez vous conduire que par vous-m^me, 
^^ et regarder tout ce que je vous ^cris k un si grand ^oignement 
*' comme une direction g^n^rale. 

^^ Sa Ms^este pense que vous prendrez toutes les mesures pour sou* 
** mettre le pays entre le Duero, la Galice et les Asturies, en gar- 
** dant toutesfois^ et pr^ieusement, St. Ander. Le 5"* corps, que 
^* commande le Mar^chal Due de Trevise, a reju Tordre de se dinger sur 
*' Sarragosse. Le 8"* corps aux ordres du Due d'Abrantes, dont la 
" 1' Div**° arrive k Vitoria vers le 12, va vraisemblablement recevoir 
^' des ordres pour se r^unir k Burgos. Des gabarres et des batiments 
^* de toute esp^ce, arm^ en guerre, ont Y ordre de se rendre k St. 
Apder ; faites les charger de marchandise Anglaise saisie, de coton, 
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^^ de laine, d'artillerie, et qu' on les expedie sur France. Enfin tenez 
^^ Valladolid et Zamora dans la soumission : Valladolid est une bonne 
*^ ville, et qui s' est bien conduite ; on dit qu' il seroit tr^s int^ressant 
^^ d'occuper Zamora. Enfin^ Monsieur le Due, rEmpereur pense 
^^ que vous pouvez tout faire du moment que les Anglais seront retires 
" sur Lisbonne. 

^^ Cinq divisions de Castanos, composes des meilleures troupes, ont 
^^ 6t6 culbut^es plus facilement encore que vous n' avez culbut^ vous- 
^^ m^me V arm^ d'Andalousie k Burgos. Les debris de TArmde de 
^^ Castanos sont poursuivis par le Mar^chal Bessi^res, qui leur a coup^ 
'^ la route d'Estramadure, et qui les poursuit sur celle de Valence k 
*^ plusieurs joum^s au delk du Tage. L'Empereur a son quartier 
^^ g^n^ral k Chamartin, petite campagne k une lieue et demi de Ma- 
^^ drid ; sa Majesty jouit de la meilleure sant& La ville de Madrid 
^< est tres tranquille ; les boutiques sont ouvertes, les spectacles ont 
'^ repris, et il ne parait pas que les premiers pourparlers ayent ^t^ 
'^ appuy^ de quatre miUe eoups de canon. 

^* Le Prince de Neufchatbl, 

'' Major G^n^ral. 

^' Je vous enverrai demain la proclamation et les arrSt&s pris par 
rEmpereur ; vous y reconnoitrez celui fait pour commander k tout.*' 
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This letter gave Sir John Moore not only a correct account of the 
disposition of m<tet of the French divisions, together v«rith the inten- 
tions of the Emperor; but also included an exact summary of the 
Spanish operations, and of the state of Madrid. 

The most important service that Mr. Frere could perform to Spain 
and to his Country, was certainly to send intelligence of all important 
events to the Commander of the Forces. This duty was of course 
inculcated in his instructions from the Secretary of State ; in which is 
the following clause : ** You will on your part keep him (Sir J. Moore) 
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^' arise, and which can in any degree aflFect the safety, or influence 
^* the movements, of the army/' It cannot he questioned that the 
surrender and total submission of Madrid was a poliiic^ event of 
some importance ; and likely to affect the safety, and kifltience the 
movements, of the British army. Yet Mr. Frere never trattemkted 
to Sir John Moore this inteHigende ! It was the more ttequistte to do 
so, as, hy his letteri^ from Aratijuez when close to Madrid, and by 
those from Talavera when neeit it, and by the misisiM ctf his friend 
Charmilly, he had sent the strongest ilssmrsmce^ rf ihe^tcstmnaitson 
df the inhabitknts of the csij^tal io 'hold o&t to the kst exiS^nity. 
Yet Mr. Frere never iftfimated to Sir Johh Mottre f haft Sliis eixpectatioti 
had proved fallacious! To cotic6al stidh intfeflKgence, would have 
bedh highly criminhl : itfeust, thei?^ite, be donclud^d that Mi*. J^'rere 
Was tdtally hiisiriformed istnd deceived. Ydt one is qtdte at a loss to 
conceive how the Juntit and Mr. Frisire could find any dlflSculty in ob- 
taining intelligence from Madrid. For this city never t^^as suttounded 
by the French ; the communication with the coimtry was left open by 
their consent, for the admission of provisions. And though the 
Governor and a few others were traitors, yet the city was full of loyal 
Citizens, undoubtedly disposed to send true accounts. 

No i^tisftictory explanation appears for the want of true intelligence, 
and the transmission of false ; or for mingling both together, as was 
the present case. For the Junta had actually communicated to the 
British Commander tfiat Madrid had capitulated ; but they had added 
that the city had remained in some Sense hostile, and that the French 
troops had not ventured to enter within the gates. This impression 
df course continued ujpOn his mind ; and it was from Marshal Betthier 
that he was indebted for the knowledge of the trath. But it Was 
now too late to resume the former plan of carrying his arms to the 
South : and he still had some reliance on the favourable advices which 
had been sent him on the other points. 
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AloDg with the un£aLvourable inteUigence communicated in Ber- 
thier's letter ^ it was some consolation for Sir John Moore to find that 
Buonaparte believed he was retreating. But as he perceived that 
Souk's corps was stronger than had been represented, he considered 
it no longer advisable to ma|-ch to Valladolid, lest Sir David Baird 
should be attacked in forming his junction. He thought it preferable 
to xfiove to Tc^o, to appro^di nearer to Sir David, and accordingly 
H^ote to him this intention. 

Sir John Moore to Sir David Baird. 

" VY P£AR SIB, IleaiQmrterSj Alamos, Dec. 14, 1808. 

** I B£G£ivBD last night your letters of the 10th and 11th 
^^ i^st. It was my intention to have moved to-morrow on Valladolid j 
'^ but by a letter froqi Buonaparte to Marshal Soult at.Saldanha, 
which we have intercepted, th^ officer who carried it having been 
murdered by the peasanlry, I am induced to change my direction^ 
^d ^hall be to-mprrow with all the troops I have at Toro, and its 
^^ immediate neighbourhood. It appears that Marshal Soult, Due de 
^^ Dalmatia, has with him two divisions at Saldanha^ besides one 
" under the Due d'Abrantes which is collecting at Burgos, and ano- 
" ther under the Due de Trevise which has received orders to march 
^^ on Saragossa, but which of course may be recalled. Madrid has 
^* submitted, and is. quiet ; and the French from thence are marching 
^^ upon Badajos. Their advanced guard was at Talaveira la Reina on 
** the 10th instant. My object is now to unite the army as soon as 
" possible ; you at Benavente, and I at Toro ; from whence, either 
" by a forward or flank movement, the two corps can be joined. I 
^* shall direct all my stores from Zamora to be forwarded to Benavente. 
" The arrangement with respect to yours which I communicated ta 
" you in my letter of the 12th inst. may go on ; by which we shall 
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have a certain portion at Benavente, and the rest at Astorga and 
the rear. It appears from the intercepted letters, from deserters, 
and from prisoners we have taken, that the French are in complete 
ignorance of the present movements, and think we have retreated: 
As they will now know the truth, what change this may make in 
their march to Badajos I know not : hut Marshal Soult will cer- 
tainly be checked in his intended operations ; which were projected 
upon the supposition that he had nothing but Spaniards to oppose 
him. Every arrangement vvhich I before directed with a view to 
enable us to live in the Galicias, should be strictly attended to ; 
for, tiiough in tiie first instances we may not have opposed to us 
more than we can face, it will be in the power of the Enemy to 
increase their force for beyond our strength. 1 have received a let- 
ter from the Marquis of la Romana, and I expect an officer from 
him every hour. Whatever I determine with him shall be commu- 
nicated to you ; in the mean time I shall thank you to let him 
know that I have changed my intention of going to Valladolid, in 
consequence of information ; and that I am collecting the Army 
at Toro and Benavente. 

" Believe me, &c. 

" John Mookb.'' 



Though Sir John Moore had received no answer to the letters he 
wrote to Mr. Frere on the 6th and 10th, he continued sending him 
exact information of his movements. 
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Sir J. Moore to Mr. Frere. 

" SIR, Toro, 15 Dec. 1808. 

^' Marshal Soult, Duke of Dalmatia, is with a corps at 
Saldana : Junot, Duke of Alnrantes, is marehiBg with another hy 
" Vittoria on Burgos ; and there is a corps under another Marshal, 
Duke of Trevise, destined for Saragossa. Madrid is quiet ; and the 
army, or rather a portion of it, is on its march to Badajos ; the 
advanced guard was at Talavera de la Beina on the 10th. Buona- 
parte is at Chamartin — in the belief that the British have retired 
into Portugal. Marshal Bessieres is in pursuit of the army of 
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^^ Gistanos ; has intercepted its march to Estremadura, and is follow- 

^* ing it to Valencia. This information, which I received yesterday, 
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has determined me to unite the army with all possible speed ; and 
instead of proceeding to Valladdlid, I have marched to this place, in 
order to make my junction with Sir David Baird, who is asseoibling 
his corps at Benavente. I met a King's messenger on my coming 
to this town, who w^as in search c^ you : I have directed him to go 
to Ciudad Rodrigo; where, acc(»^ding to the information he re- 
ceives, he will proceed straight to Badajos, or enter Portugal. 
** I have the honour to be, &c 

*^ John Moohb/' 

The British Commander vras now very desirous that the Duke of 
Dalmatia should move forward, and meet him half way ; though he 
could hardly flatter himself with this expectation. He resolved there- 
fore to march towards him, form his junction vdth Sir David Baird on 
the road, and, if possible, encounter Marshal Soult before he was 
reinforced, and before any French corps should be pushed forward on 
his right flank to endanger his retreat. 
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With this design he had marched to Toro, which he reached on 
the 16th. Here he received the following letter from Lieut.-G)L 
Symes, who had been deputed by Sir David Baird to ascertain the 
strength and condition of the Marquis of Romana's troops* 

Lieict.'Colonel Symes to Sir David Baird. 

" SIR, Leon^ Uth Dec. 1808. 

" I HAVE the honour to acquaint you that I arrived at 
^^ Leon yesterday evening ; the difficulty of procuring post-^horses 
<^ greatly retarded my journey. Between Membibre and Manzanal I 
*^ met a brigade of Spanish artillery, viz. two howitzers, and six field- 
^^ pieces : they were proiieeding to Ponteferada, for what precise 
^^ object I could not learn; — possibly to defend the passes of the 
*^ mountains. 

** At a league North of Astorga I came on another brigade of 
Spanish guns, drawn up on a rising ground. These guns had only 
three or four men to guard them, and no regular centinels. I was 
told that the gunners and cattle were in the neighbouring village. 
^^ I examined the state of the guns and the ammunition, as closely as 
" I could vrithout giving offence. They appeared very defective; 
'^ the men said they came from Leon fifteen day» ago, and knew not 
*^ whither or when they were to proceed. At Orbigo, four leagues 
" from Leon, I found the place occupied by a numerous body of 
*^ troops ; I was told 4,000, under Major General Don Jenars Tri- 
'' gader. There were five regiments; three of the line — ^El Rey, 
*^ Majorca, and Hibemia; and two of militia — the Maldonadaand 
" another. The equipment and appearance of these troops were mi* 
** serable. I had an opportunity of inspecting the arms of the General's 
'^ Guard, which were extremely imperfect ; the springs and locks 
^* do not often correspond ; either the main spring was too weak for 
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^^ the feather-springe or the feather-spring too weak to produee 
«< certain fire from the hammer. I tried sixteen ; of this iiumher 

only six had bayonets^ and these were short and bad* The ammu- 
^^ nition-pouches were not proof against rain : the clothing of the 
" soldiers was motley, and some were half naked. They were in 

general stout young men, withcnit order or discipline, but not at all 

turbulent or ferocious ; and nothing of intoxication was observable. 

Soon after I left OrlMgo, I met the regiment of Vittoria on its 
*^ march from Leon, destined, I was told, for Ponteferada : the men 
^^ were wretchedly clad and armed. 

I got to Leon early in the evening, and waited on die Marquis 

de la Romana; he had not heard of the capitulation of Madrid; 
^^ expressed himself vaguely on the subject of moving; stated his 
^^ force at 22,000 in&ntry and 300 cavalry ; complained much of 
^^ the want of officers ; had intended to form his army into five divi- 
^^ sions, but could not for want of Officers- to put at their head : he, 
^^ therefore, meant to divide his army into wings ^ one under General 
^^ Blake, the other under himself; that his force was daily increasing 
<^ by the return of fugitives. He expressed hopes, that we had 
*^ light troops to oppose those of the French, who were very expert ; 
^^ and added, that he was training 6,000 of his men to that species 
" of war&re. There was to be a general review the next day, at 
^* which I expressed a desire of the honour of attending his £x«* 
^^ cellency. In the morning I waited on the Marquis, and pressed 
^* him, as far as I could with propriety, on the subject of joining 
^^ Sir John Moore ; to which he evaded giving any more than general 
^^ assurances. He does not think that the force of the Enemy in the 
^^ North exceeds 10,000 men in all ; and that there is no danger of 
'^ their penetrating into Asturias. He recommends to Sir John 
*^ Moore, to break down all the bridges between Toro and Aranda — 
^^ five in number; that Zamora be fortified and made a dep6t ; and 
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^ tihmt mkpMVMs be fenaed at Aeitoiga and Villafinaqa ; s^ratted his 
** wasit of cavalry ; expressed a mrii to pocore 2,000 English 
^^ vtmkeis^ and shoes for his army. Wlmii I asked Um for 100 draft 
*^ moles for Genercd Baird's army^ he i^fied, it was impossible ; he 
'^ had not one to spare. Whilst we were talking^ a eourier brought 
^^ intel^ence of the repulse of the French at Madrid. It may be true^ 
^^ but seems at present to stand in need of confirmatirai. 

^' I attended t}ie review. The troops were drawn up in three 
<' eolnmns ; each might, perhaps, consist of 2,500 men. The Mbt^ 
'^ quis, on horseback^ addressed each column separately ; when that 
" was over, the troops fimmed into lines ; the right wing was badly 
*^ armed, and worse ck>thed; the left was better, being chiefly pro- 
*^ videdwith Bnglish firelodks ; and a coq>s of 1,000 menin uniform^ 
^^ who, I was informed, were light troops, might be called respect- 
*^ able. Their movements from column into line were very confusedly 
^^ performed, and the Offioers were comparatively infmor to the 
^^ vosen ; there was only one brigade of artiUery in the fidd ; and I 
^ doubt wh^tiiier there is any more in Leon. The guns were drawn 
^^ by tnules. No ammunition-waggons were lnx)ught into the field 
^^ for inspection. On the whc^, from what I have been able to 
^ observe, since I eame here, and &om the tenor of my conversations 
^^ with the Marquis, I am disposed to doubt his inclination of moving 
*^ in a forward direction to join Sir John Moore. I suspect he rathet 
^^ looks to seeure his retreat into Galicia, unless the aspect of affiiirs 
'^ materially ^Liters for the better ; and if he were to join Sir John, I 
<' doubt whether his aid would be found essentially usefol. My reasons 
^^ for these cmiciusions are as follows: — If the Marquis meant to 
'^advance, why send his artillery and troops into the rear ? and why, 
** as he is assured of the time when Sir John Moch^ intends to be 
^^ at Benavente, decline to fix any precise day to make a movement ? 
^' I do QOt know what communication he may have made to you 
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^^ ifipoagh Ciaptaki Doyk, or by letter to Sir John Moore^ to whom 
** he $ay» he has written ftJly ; but to rae he has certainly given no 
^^ cause whatever to anppoae that lie will move in concert with you; 
^* army, of ihat of Sir John Moore : I hope I m?iy be mistaken. 

^^ My miotive for doubting, whether the aid which he might bring 

^^ would be c^ any importance, arises from a sense of the inefficient 

^^ state of his army, &nA the want of discipline in the men. It is 

" morally impossible that they can stand before a line of French 

*^ inlantry. A portion of, at least one third of, the Spanbh muskets 

^^ will not explode ; ai^d a Fcench soldier will load and fire his piece 

^^ with precision three times before a Spaniard can fire his twice. 

^^ Men, however braw, cannot stand against such odds ; as to charg- 

^^ ing with the bayonet, if their arms were fit for the purpose, the men, 

though individually as gallant as possible, have no collective con* 

fidence to carry them on, nor Officers to lead them ; they will 

therefore disperse, probably on the first fire, and can never be 

rallied, un<il they voluntarily return to their GeneraFs standard j 

^^ as in the case of the Mai^quis de la Romana's present army, almost 

wholly composed of ibgitivra fiom the battles of the North. A 

striking instasBce of diis is given by the Marquis himself, who 

assured me that the Spaniaids did not lose above 1000 men in 

" their late actions with the French; a proof not of the weakness 

" of the French, but of the incapacity of the Spaniards to resist 

" them. In fact, the French light troops decided the contest ; — the 

*^ Spaniards fled before a desultory fire ; — they saved themselves, 

** and now claim merit for having escaped. 

By a repetition of such flights, and re-assembling, liie Spaniardlb 
may, in the end, become soldiers, and greatly harass the £nemy ; 
** but, as we cannot pursue that mode of warfare, our allies are not 
^^ much calculated to be of use to us on the day of 4)attle, when we 
^^ must either conquer or be destroyed* 
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^^ I do not mean to undervalue the spirit or patriotbm of tiie 

Spaniards, which I highly respect, and which, in the end, may 

** effect their deliverance ; but they are not now, nor can they for a 

" long time he, sufficiently improved in the art of war, tobe co* 

^^ adjutors with us in a general action : we must, tlierefore, stand or 

^^faU through our own means ; for, if we place any reliance on 

^^ Spanish aid for success in the field, we shall, I fear, find ourselves 

'^ egregiously deceived. 

^^ I think the Marquis de la Romana should immediately be called 

^^ upon, to say upon what day he will march, and on what day and 

^^ at what place he will join Sir John Moore. 

^^ I have thought it my duty, Sir, thus to enter at leng^ into the 

'^ subject, with a view to prerent hereafter any disappointment on a 

*^ matter of such high importance. 

^^ I have the honour to be, &c. 

^^ Michael Symjbs^ 

<^ Lieut..CoL^ 

This account of the Marquis of Romana^s troops, was most dis« 

coura^ng. It was evident that little reliance could be put on a force 

so imperfectly organized. The following letter from the Marquis 

gives no very flattering description of his army, though it was, iu 

many points, an exaggeration. 

> 
The Marquis of Boinana to Sir John Moore *. 

^* SIE, Leon, k 14 Dec. 1808. 

'^ VoYANT les mouvements que FArm^ sous les ordres 

f < de V. £. ex&Hite en avant, je prens le parti de lui d^p6cher mon 

*^ aide-de-camp Mjr- O'Niell avec cette lettre, qui V instruira, et de 

'^ la destination de mon Arm^ et de mes desseins. Je me trouve 

^' avec 20 mille hommes pr&ents sous les armes, que J' ai commence 

* Vide Translation in Appendix, HH. p. 67. 
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"^^ » habQler^ et k les mettre en etat d' agir ; mais il s' en faut encore 
*• beaucoup que j' sue copplA<S I'ouvrage, et il-y-a encore les deux 
^* tiers au moins qui ont besoinvd'fetre habill^s de neuf et en entier. 

^^ Presque toute TArmfe se trouve sans havre-sacs, sans gibemes, 
^ et sans souliers ; et malgre toute V activity que j'ai mise pour cet 
*^ effet, je n* ai pu y parvenir a cause du peu de ressourees q^' oflPre le 
" pays. J' attends d' un jour k V autre tous ces- objets ; mais 
*^ r floignement oil lis se trourent de ce point-9i petardent Tex^cution 
** de ines ordres. Si les Provinces mettoient un peu plus de z^e, je 
^^ ne doute pas que YAimie se trouverait dejk en ^tat d'agir de 
^^ concert avec celle de V. E. Voilk quant a la situation de me& 
** troupes^ je vals k present exposer k V. E. mes desseins. Si je 
^^ n' avois point d' Ennemis en face^ je ne douterois pas un instant da 
" r^unir toutes mes forces avec celle de V. E,. et de concerter une at- 
taque d^isive sur les troupes qui cement Madrid dans ce moment : 
mais il-y-a un corps d^eurviron hint k dix miUe hommes d'apr^s les 
meilleurs renseignemens qui s.' dtend depuis Sahagtm jusqu'k 
^' AJmanza^ et dont V objet k. ce que je crois est de tenir en ^chec 
^^ mon Arm^e, ^alement que d'entretenir les communications avec 
^^ les montagnes de Santander.. La position est le long de la petite 
^^ riviere de CeUy et il occupe les villages de Scthagun, oii il appuye 
^^ sa gauche ; Saidana^ olit se trouve sen corps principal ; Cea et 
^^ Almanza^ ou il a ses avants-postes. De ce dernier point il pousse 
" ses reconnoissances jusqu' k Pedrosa k Feutr^ de Valdiehuron, efr 
*^ il pretend gSner ma gauche. Tant que ce corps sera dans cette 
*^ position^ je ne pourroiis pas abandonner la mienne^ tant parceque 
^^ je ne puis pas laisser k ddcouvert ni abandonner ce pays d'oii je tire 
^* beaucoup de subsistances^ comme aussi parceque je kiiBserais libre 
^^ et degag<^ k V Ennemi Tentr^ dies Asturiies^ et qu' il ne tarderoit 
'^ pas a s' emparer aussitdt de ce pays-ji^ et k menacer Tentr^ eoi 
<< Galice. Jc compte d^s que je serai en ^tat de manceavrer de pousser 
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le corps qui est deyant moi ; et en m^me temps Sir David Bidrd 
^^ pourroit montrer les tStes de colonnes en aTai!i9ant d^ois Benavente 
^^ sur la route de Paiencia. Ce mouvement combing obligermt ce corps 
^^ ennemi k se replier sur Reynosa, ou m^me & Burgos; une fois d^gag^ 
" de cette partie, je ne trouve pas qu'il fut difficile k V. E. de veoir se 
^^ joindre k nos corps^ tant k celui de S&r Dttvid Baird comme ^gale- 
" ment au mien. 

^^ Je voudrois bien a%'oir une entreTue avcc V. £.: nous applanirdns 
^^ bien des difficult^ ; si je puis V ex^cuter sans ftdre fisrate ici, je me 
^^ rendrai au plus t6t k Tordesiilas^ et je ne maHquerai pas de Tousen 
" avertir d* avance. 

^' J'ai r hoDoetir d'etre, Monsieis* \eGin6ni, 

*' Ydtre tTk» hmnlile et d^oii^ S^rviteur^ 

^^ Ls Marqui* D£ jla Roman a/' 

While Sir John Moore's xt^iole attention was engrossed with the 
attack on the French army, which he was meditating^ a new misdk>n 
from the Supreme Junta and Mr. Frere overtook him this day at Toro. 

A member of the Junta^ accompanied by Mr. Stuart, presented the 
following dispatch : 

'Don Martin De Gare^, Secretary of the Supreme Junta, to His 
Ewcellei/M/ J. Hookham Frere , 8fc. Sfc. 8fc.* 

« Sir, 

^^ The Marquis de la Romana has informed the 
'^ Supreme Junta, from his Head-Quarters in Leon, under date 
*^ the 2nd inst. that eight days ago he was treating with the English 
." General Sir David Baird, who commands the troops of his nation 
/'at Astorga, to proceed with them and twelve or fomteen thousand 
^\ picked men of the army under his command, to Zamora, to unite 

♦ VkleAiypendix, I L p. 69. 
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^^ with the General 8kr John M oore, by the road he had pointed ost ; 
^^ in order to make a movemeiit against the Enemy, towarda lAit 
^^ point that might be thought most convenient. But, whe<k lie flat« 
^^ tered himself that General Baird would agree thereto, he replied, 
^^ tihat he had 'positive orders to go by land or sea to unite with Sir 
^^ John Moore in Portugal. That he had repeated his request t<t 
^^ both Generals ; and that on the preceding day G^fi^al Baird had 
^^ definitively answered him, that he was withdrawing lus artillery ta 
^^ embark it at Corunna, and that he intended to go with his troops 
^^ to Portugal, along tbe coast of Gralieia^ or by the province of 
^^ Tras los Montes upon Almeida. That he wrote to him, in con- 
junction with General Belande (who had arrived that night at 

Leon}, acquainting him with the consternation into whi^ be would 
^ throw the country by his retreat ; the impossibility of the Manpiis^tf 
<^ marching alone, without any cavalry^ towards Zamora ; the evibr t& 
^^ which that province remained exposed, and the risk wiA wlttch it 
^^ threatened the kingdom of Galicia*. 

^< The Supreme Jimta has l^umt with the greaitsat mKpAm mmi 
^^ pain this resohition of the Enghsh Genesal; xiUchv if f^ ^ ^e** 
^^ cution, would afibrd great advantages to the Freodi amn^ and 
^' would bring on the most terribk consequences: upon the Spanttfr 
^^ arms. The generoua and ready succours that EngisHDid afforded u^, 
^^ aisi the troope with which she assisted us, increaatd tlae enihusiasnt 
^^ of the whole country, and strengthened the just liopes that thiir 
<^ union would, secure the .happiest results to the enterpriae. tkar 
<< the. same reason, the di^siay and conetematnm that ^i^ now arise^ 
^' from seeing the British army retreat without acting or uniting; 
^< viall excite fibelinge contrary to the good cause, will weaken the 

* Vide page 122^ where the Marquis states an opiniou exactly the reverse of 
this ; namely, that it appeared to htm, that the cause for Sir John Moore^s ordering^ 
a retreat was weH founded, and very just. 

T 
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*f enthusiasm and ardour which, hitherto, confidence in the uniformity 
^^ of ideas, and in the operations of the British army united with our 
^^ troops, has sustained. 

" Besides the irreparable injury that we should feel, Portugal would 
^^ remain exposed to see herself for the second time subjected to the 
" French ; who would then disconcert, most completely, all the plans 
*^ and measures that would alone save these two kingdoms, allies of 
^^ England, who by the ultimate result would only have a£Porded us 
<^ succours and troops to make us rely on their eflFective assistance, and 
" withdraw them in the most critical and interesting moment. In 
^* reality, the Enemy has never been nearer his utter ruin (if the 
" English and Spanish armies act with judgment and energy) than in 
^^ the moment when, weakened by what his late efforts have cost him, 
" we might profit of the advantage of seeing his army divided in 
*^ covering such an extended line. 

: ^^ All these considerations, and the melancholy consequences the 
*^ retreat of the British troops would produce, cannot be hidden from 
^ your Excellency's penetration, and that of his Britannic Majesty's 
" Grenerals-; but, if the British army were united to ours, it would 
^f contribute to give liberty to Spain and Portugal ; finish the generous 
\^ work for which the friend of Spain destined them j immortalise their 
" name, and render service to all the Continent. 

Although our troops have experienced reverses, there are no 

grounds for dismay. The state of things rather promises that, by 

the number of English and Spanish troops, and by the enthusiasm 
^* and confidence their union will produce, advantages will occur 
^f which must secure us victory. 

^* The Marquis, de la Romana will see Sir John Moore, and join 
^* him with fourteen thousand chosen men from his army ; and with the 
^^ active and energetic measures which the Supreme Junta has directed, 
^* in a month it will augment its niunbers with thirty thousand con- 
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^^ scripts from the kingdoms of Leon, Galicia, and Asturias. His 
" Majesty, as your Excellency knows, has resolved that one of its 
^^ members shall go and confer with Sir John Moore. He is ready 
*^ \o depart, ^nd will be accompanied, as your Excellency has pro- 
" mised, by Mr. Stuart, who will do every thing in his power to 
" contribute to the object. He also hopes that your Excellency, 
" impressed with these weighty considerations, will endeavour to 
" persuade the General in Chief of the English troops, that the 
*^ enthusiasm of the people, their consolation, the liberty of the 
^^ nation, the security of Portugal, the interests of England, and 
/^ those of all Europe, depend on the immediate union ; and, when 
the plans are concerted, to act in the most convenient manner : for 
otherwise neither the object of their coming will be attained, nor 
any advantage will have resulted, than that of losing the best 
opportunity of destroying the eternal Enemy of the repose of the 
Continent, abandoning Spain and Portugal to their fate, in the 
precise moment in which they stood most in need of the assistance 
of their Ally. 

The Supreme Junta reUes on the attachment your Excellency has 
'^ shewn them, and on the lively interest you take in our cause ; and 
^* that you will contribute with all your influence and representation, 
*^ that the great enterprize may not fail. All which I submit to your 
" Excellency's consideration, by command of his Majesty. 

(Signed) ^^ Maetin db Garay. 

" Tinxilh, 8 December^ 1808.'' 

The Junta here, as heretofore, assure Sir John Moore of an aug- 
menting enthusiasm. He is promised to be joined immediately with 
fourteen thousand picked men of the Marquis of Romana's army, and 
in a month with thirty thousand conscripts. It will afterwards ap- 
pear how these promises were kept. 
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The following is the letter hrought hy Mr. Stuart : 

Mr. Frere to Sir John Moore. 

" SIR, Truxillo, Dec. S, 1M8. 

" After the representationa which have been made 

to you from other quarters, I can hardly hope that a fiaurther 
** remonstrance on my part can produce any effect : when high 
•* mS^ary rank and authority, and the infiuence of persons whom I 
^ am told you honour with your private esteem, have been found 
^^ unavuling. The advantages which Mr. Stuart possesses in this 
** respeet will, I hope, enable him to urge ydu with the warmth of 
^^ regard, what I may be allowed to state with impartiality and can- 
^* dour, towards a person with whom I am no otherways acquainted 
^^ than by the honour which he has done me by his correspondentce : 
^^ I mean the immense responsibiHty with which you chaige yourself 
^^ by adi^ting, upon a supposed miGtiiry necessity, a measure which 
" must be followed by immediate if not final ruin to our AUy, and 
^^ by indelible di^race to- the Country with whose resources you are 
*^ entrusted. 

I am unwilling to enlarge upon a sul]^eet in which my feelings 

must be ertiied, or expressed at the risk of ofifence ; whidb, with 
^^ such an interest at stake, I should feel unwilling to excite. But 
^^ this muicdi I nnist say, that if the British army had been sent 
" abroad for the express purpose of doing the utmost possible mis*- 
** chief to the Spanish cause, with the single exception of not firing 
•'^ a shot against their troops, they would, according to the measures 
^* now smnounccd as about to be pm^ued, have completely fulfilled 
^ their purpose. 

^' That the defence of Galicia should be abandoned must appear 
^* incredible. 
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" I iticldsd a tiote wWck I haV^ jilM: rtc6ivid from Mr. Gitfay, 
** Secretary to the Junta, and remain, with great truth and regsbrd^ 

<' Sir, 

^^ Your obedient humble servant, 

'' J. H. Frere/' 

This letter, and diis second mkston, ^hew the contmcrid interfefteitee 
of Mr, Frere in the mifitary operati6ns; and they prove hdw deteii^- 
mined he was that Sir John Moore ^loidd be governed by^ him. 

It must be very superfluous to add a worf in justification of Sir John 
Moore's original plan, rfnce it Appears^ by BerthJe^s letter, thai Bkio- 
naparte presumed that his movement would of course induce Ae 
English to retire on Lisbon. We do not, however, suspiefct that 
Mr, Frere thinks himself a superior general to Buonaparte ; we owly 
perceive that his understand^g was completely warped by traitors. 
The stile of the letters, however^ do not admit of the same apology ; 
and the whole transaction displays an extraordinary specimen of 
diplomatic authority. Had it not been recorded, no one could hav6 
suspected how Commanders of Annies might be treated by British 
Plenipotentiaries. 

The forbearance of Sir John Moore on receiving these letters is 
veiy remarkable : he sent no answer till the 23d, which will appear 
in its plac6. In his Journal there is the following passage. 

^^ I hdted at T^oro on the 16th, when Mr. Stuart came to me 
** frttm Mr. Frere, accompanied by a Member of the Junta, to re- 
*^ quest I would connect myself with the Marquis of Romana» This 
^^ I told then! I was about to do, and that I had written to the Marquis 
^* from Salamanca. 

I explained to Mr. Stuart Mr. Frere's extraordinary conduct to 

me, and I shewed him his letters, which surprised him. He was 
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" not much pleased at having been sent upon a mission with only a 
" half-confidence." 

It is mortifying to observe, with how much more propriety and 
judgment the political details are managed by the French, even when 
conducting an atrocious usurpation, than by the English, when en- 
gaged in the justest cause. 

Let Marshal Berthier's letter be compared with Mr. Frere's. The 
instructions contained in the former are perspicuous, and the language 
is concise and polite. And though Marshal Soult only commanded 
a detached corps, he is left with ample discretionary powers, and free 
from the fetters of diplomatic men. 

But, what above aU things merits imitation, the best information 
which had been received is sent to him, and the state of affairs is 
fairly described, neither exaggerating nor disguising the truth. 

It thence appears that the correspondence between public officers 
in France is of a nature opposite to the pompous Bulletins. The 
latter are intended to deceive the vulgar, the former to instruct their 
officers. And the French are too wise politicians to suppose that suc- 
cessful measures can be founded on false information^ 

Sir John Moore* had now resolved to threaten the communica- 
tions between France and Madrid ; and, if a favourable opportunity 
offered, to attack the Duke of 'Dalmatia's corps, or any of the cover- 
ing divisions that should present themselves. He foresaw that this 
would necessarily draw upon him a large French force, and of course 
would prove an important divemon in favour of the Spaniards ; who 
would by this means have the opportunity of collecting in the South, 
and restoring their affairs. The army was now near the French 
position. The cavalry under Lord Paget were pushed so forward, 
that their patroles reached as far as Valladolid, and had frecjuent 

* Vide Appendix, KK. p. 72. 
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successful skirmishes with the Enemy. Colonel Otway met a de* 
tachment of French cavalry, charged them, and made the whole 
prisoners. 

On the 18th of December Sir John Moore's Head-quarters were 
at Castro Nuevo, and Sir David Baird's at Benavente, on the road to 
join him. 

Sir John was very desirous of obtaining the co-operation of the 
Marquis of Romana, who unluckily was beginning to retire on 
Galicia. This proceeded from the Spanish and English Commanders 
being independent, instead of the one being subordinate to the 
other. 

Sir John Moore to the Marquis de la Romana. 

*« SIR, Castro Nuevoj ISth Dec. 1808. 

" I HAD the honour to receive, at Toro, on the 16th 
inst your Excellency's letter of the 14th, delivered to me by your 
Aid-de-camp, Mr. O^Niell. I have deferred to answer it until 
I approached nearer to you, and until I knew what measures you 
** might propose to pursue^ in consequence of the information I had 
directed Sir David Baird to coihmunicate to you. Upon a know- 
ledge that Marshal Soult had a corps so near as Saldana and 
Sahagun, which would soon be joined by another coming from 
^ France under General Junot, I judged it expedient to make my 
" junction with Sir David Baird in this neighbourhood, as speediest 
*^ done, rather than at Valladolid. I therefore marched from Ala- 
" ejos, on Toro, and yesterday came here ; where I occupy rather 
" an extended cantonment. My intention was to march towards 
Saldana and Sahagun, as soon as Sir David Baird's corps was come 
forward ; which I thought would either lead to an action with 
the corps under Marshal Soult, or induce him to retire. In either 
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case I expected to disemborrw^ y<Hi fram a ^$wHf»»9it« imgh** 
hour. In this opecation I of course expected th^ f^-opei^^m of 
such part of your corps, if not the whole, as was fit to move. 

I recdved, upon my errival here yesterd«ty aftenioon, a letter 
from Sir Ikivid Baird, indosiog oae whi^h he bad j^st Meeived 
from you, dated the 16th ; in which you mention your uiteii^Qp 
immediately to retreat, by Astorga aod Vilbi?anea, into the 
GaEcias. I beg to knaw whether this be still ymx Eo^elleney^Qi 
determination, as it is one which must mat^daily i^£fept my mov^ 
'^ ments. I awn that I expected that your Eb^c^lfoncy woiild 1mly« 
^* left the road through the Galicias to Corunna open for the British 
" army, as it is that by which we must receive our supplies ; and by 
^^ which, if obliged, we^ can ^jbne ¥el;reat. { expected that your 
^* Excellency, with the Spanish troops, would have entered the 
** Asturias, and have thus protected the left flank of the communi- 
^^^ cfvtion on Coi^unna. I was ike more iodueed to thi^k that this 
^f: wov^ have been your mode of acting, aa it is. staled in a paper 
S^f ^ven, I beUeve, by your ExoeUency %o the British Ciovefnipejat ; 
^^ a^nd by which they weve induced to prefer the disemb9^1(9ttioii o£ 
<^ theic troops at Coruoiia, aiid the^ assembly of ike Bli^sh iffmy in 
^' Lfton. 

^^ As ii was my wish, on comiog here, to combine my m^vwotents 
^^ with those of the l^aoish army under your command, I hop« yoo 
^^ will have the goodoess to con^munic^te to me your? inteniion«i Yoit 
^- know the spccesses thc^ Ereach have m&t with^ you knpw the iorqes 
<> they have in Sfiain, and you shonld be able to judge bettei? ^P» 
^f 1 can^^ what chance these ia, after the reoent defeato, oi an^ 9/imy 
tt being assembled in the South of Spain able to sesb*, or Qcgiq>]f 
V. the attention of the French^ sufkieniiy to okHig^ them to wi^tbold 
a any considemhie portion of their army from, being sent agtimtc va. 



Digitized by 



Google 



145 

>^ I haye n> acconntB hom Saragossa ; but it is reasonable to suppose 
^^ diat it cannot hold out long against a regular attack. 

" I had forgot to mention to you, that a Member of the Supreme 
^* Junta waited upon me at Toro, to request in the name of the Junta 
^^ that I should act in concert with your army. The Junta were at 
.^^ Tnixillo ; but have retired to St. Mary's, near to Cadiz. 

" I shall wait anxiously for your Excellency's answer, and have the 

*^ honour to be, 

«Sir, , 

^f Your mo6t obedient, &c« 

*^ John Moorb." 
• ■.»••* 

The General continued his march on Villapando and Valderos. 
On the 20th December he reached Majorga ; and here he was joined 
by Sir. David Baird, vdth'llie* Guards and General Manningham's 
brigade. 

V . The British army were now united ; and, independent of some 
aihall detachments left to keep up the communications, it amounted 
to 23,000 infantry, and 2000 two or three hundred cavalry. The 
Head-quarbers were at Majorga, but the cavalry and horse-artiUery 
were advanced to Monastero Melgar Abaxo, within three leagues df 
Sahagun; where it was understood that near 700 of the Enemy^s 
cavalry were posted. 

The weather was extremely cold, and the ground covered with deep 
snow ; yet Lord Paget endeavoured to cut off this detachment. His 
Ixirdship marched at two o'clock in the morning, and sent General 
Slade with the 10th hussars along the Cea to enter the Town ; while 
he proceeded towards it in another direction, with the 15th dragoons 
and horse-rartillery. * > 

His Lordship approached the town at dawn, and surprised a piquet^: 
biit two or three men escaped, and gave the alarm. He pushed 
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forward^ and discovered the Enemy formed up; not far from the town. 
The two corps manoeuvred for some time^ each endeavouring to gain 
the flank of its opponent. At first the ground was unfevoucable to 
Lord Paget ; particularly from the situation of a hollow. But by 
superior skill his Lordship surmounted this difficulty ; passed the hol- 
low, completely out*manoeuvred the Enemy ^ and charged them at a 
&vourable moment ; for the French having wheeled into line, very 
injudiciously halted to receive the shock.. But this they were unequid 
to ; they were overthrown in a moment, and dispersed in every direc- 
tion. Many of the French were killed : and the prisoners amounted 
to 157» including two Lieutenant Colonels. The loss of the British 
was trifling. The 15th Regiment of Hussars, about 400 strongs 
encountered in this action near 700 French, and surpassed them both 
in skill and intrepidity. 

Sir John reached Sahagun in the. morning of the 2l8t of Decern* 
her, and established there his Head-quarters. As the soldiers bad 
suffered a great deal from the forced marches (for the weather was 
severe, the roads were very bad, and covered with snow) he halted a 
day, to enable them to recover. 

The following letter was receited this morning from the Marquia 
of Romana : . 

The Marquis ofRonuma to Sir John Moore ♦• 

<< SIR, Leon^ le 19 Decembrcy 1808.. 

" Jb m*empresse de r^jpoadre k la lettre de V. E. de hier, 
'* dat^ de Castronuevo, en lui exposant que si j'avois pense faire une 
** retraite, ce n'^toit qu'en raison des nouvelles que je rejevois de Sir 
** David Baird ; autrement ce n'etoit nullement mon intention. J'ai 
" plac^ mes avant-postes de fa9on k pouvoir me retirer en bon ordre ; 
^^ et tant que le Corps du Mar^chal Soult ne recevra pas de renfbrts< 

* Vide Translation in Appendix, LL. p. 75)i 
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^^ plus consid^rable^^ je n! ai rien k risquer dans ma position, qui n' est 
'^ que momentan^e, et uniquement pour r^tablir Tarm^. Je voudrois 
^^ co-op^rer au mouvement que V* E. pense faire sur Sahagun ; et je 
" n'attendroiB pour cela que le moment de sjavoir quand votre Excel* 
*^ lence pense le mettre en execution, pour me mettre en marche. 
*^ Je ferai longer les Montagnes de Leon jusqu' a Guardo par un 
^^ corps de troupes l^g^res ; tandis que le gros de mes troupes marchera 
*^ sur AlmanzUy et de-Ik cptoyant la Riviere de Cea se portera sur Sal- 
^^ dana, oii doit se trcfuyer le Corps du Marshal Soult, k moins 
^^ qu il n^ ait ^hang^ de position comma on le dit depuis deux jours. 
^^ Les avis annon9ent qu'ils n' ont laiss^ k ScddarM que 1500 horn* 
^^ mes^ et qu'ils ont fait filer les autres vers Guardoy en se rapprochant 
^^ des Montagues. On pretend qu'ils ont k Guardo 3 mille hommes, et 
^^ que ce Corps pent bien ^triB augment^ par les d^tachements qui ont 
^^ quitt^ la Liebanay ou les Montagnes de Santander, qui confine. 
<< avec Leon et les Asturiesy au reste il n'y a pas un grand fond k 
" feire sur les rapports des Paysans, car outre qu'ils ne voyent pas 
exactement| ils sent brouiU^s dans leur comptes par les marc^ietf 
continijielles et les ccmtre-marches que les. Ennemis font. J' ad 
rhonneur de pr^venir V. E. qu'ils ont &it barricader le Pont et 
^' I'entr^ de Sahagun avec des charriots. 

** Si V. E. a d'autres projets en t6te j'espfere qu'elle voudra bien 
'^ m'en donner connoissance^ dans la persuasion que je ne d&ire autre 
** chose que concerter en tout mes operations avec celles de V. E. et 
*^ Tappuyer de mon mieux dans toutes les entreprises. Je wois <\^ 
*^ pour le moment il ne doit pas 6tre question de retraite, mais bien de 
" t4ter I'Ennemiy et 1' obliger k s'^oigner de la Capitale. Si V. E. le 
** jugeoit k propos, nous pourrions avoir une entrevue k BenavenfCj 
^* et peut-^tre il seroit plus facile alors d'^tablir un plan d'op^rations* 
"- J' ai eu ce soir des lettres de la Junta dat^e de Meridu en Estre- 
-«< madure le 13, dans lesquelles ils m'annoncent que,le Peuple tient 
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'^ encore bon k Madrid^ que les Francois out 4t& repooss^ et battib 
'^ allant k Saragosse^ et que les chosea vout tr^ bien en Gatalogne. 
" Je prie V. E. d*agrder Thommage 

^^ de mon sincere et reapectueux attachement^ 

^^ Lb Marquis de la Romana/^ 

The Marquis in this letter ^presses his approbation of the present 
measures^ and his willingness to co-operate in the attack proposed to 
be made on Saldana ; bat his inteiltgence is in eveiy point erroneous. 
The last paragraph^ mentioning the information sent by the Junta, is 
most ^sitraordinary. 

Could it be possible^ that on the 13th of December the Junta did 
not know that Madrid had completely submitted ten days before ; 
when they themselves had been chased by the French army fix>m 
Talavera^ which is sixty miles beyond Madrid ? 

It is true that Mr. Frere^ in his remonstrance of the 5!3rd of No- 
vember ^^ reproached the Junta for concealing information from him, 
and even for equivocating upon the subject. But it is quite incredible, 
that they should intentionally deceive their own General, and through 
him the British Commander. We must therefore suppose that the 
Junta transmitted the best intelligence they had ; and must pity most 
rnkperelj a country so governed. 

The following letter from the Duke of Infantada is dated the 13th 
of December, the same day with that from the Junta to the Marquis 
1^ Romana. Ijet them be ccwipared. 

* Vide page 5S. 
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Dm Due de V Infantado d S. E. J. H. Fre^^e *. 

" MONSIEUR^ CuengM, ce 13 Decembre, 180S. 

^^ Jb me fais un devoir de vous annon9er9 comme ^ 
" notre trfes bon et fidfele Alli^^ qu' ayant ^t^ envoy^ k cette arm^e du 
^•' Centre pour tocher d'acc^erer son arriv^ aupr^s de la Capitale, afin 
^^ de sauver celle-ci, a' il Aoit possible, n' ayant pu r^ussir dans 
mon projet, et me disposant en consequence k me rendre aupr^s de 
la Junta Supreme, je me suis vft oblig^ par les G^n^raux, et forc^ 
par les circonstances^ k prendre le commandement de V arm^, en 
^^ attendant la d^ision de la Junta. C^ est malheureusement V esprit 
d* insurrection et de m^contentement du soldat qui m' a plac^ au 
poste que j' occupe; et c'est assur^ment une situation bien d^sagr^- 
able que celle d' avoir k corriger des maux inv^t^r^, et de d^uter 
" par des mesures n^cessaires pour r^tablir V ordre et la discipline 
totalement n^ligi^. 

Je ne saureds vous d^peindre Y ^tat ou j* ai trouv^ ce corps de 
troupes af&m^, sans chaussures^ une grande partie sans uniformes^ 
" manquant de munitions^ ayant perdu la plupart de ses bagages ; 
" r^uit k pen pr^ k 9 mille hommes d' infanterie et deux de cava- 
" lerie, et siirtout ayant totalement perdu la copfiance en ses Chefs. 
^^ J' ai cr<i d'apr^s cela, devoir suivre le plan adopts par mon pr^d^- 
** cesseur, celui de venir dans ce pays montueux pour y passer le pen 
*^ de jours n^cessaires k retablir un pen V arm^; pour me faire rejoindre 
par quelques traineurs, et quelques recrues, donner la chaussure et 
" du repos au soldat et aux chevaux, et partir ensuite pour de nouvelles 
" op^tions. Mais il seroit bien important pour leur r^ussite qu' elles 
*^ marchassent d' accord et de concert avec celles des autres arm^es^ 

• Vide Translation in Appendix, MM. p. 76. 
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** surtout avec celles de V arm^e Angloise ; et il seroit^ par consd- 
^^ quent, indlispensable que nous connussions mutuellement nos pro- 
^< jets. Le Colonel Whittingham se trouve malade dans ce moment- 
'^ ci, et je d^rerois d' apr^s celk qu' il me fut envoy^ par S. E. le 
^^ G^n^ral en Chef Moore un officier de confiance et connoissances 
*^ miHtaires, qui p&t me rendre compte du plan adopts par le G^n^ral 
*^ pour cette cajnpagne^ et lui rendre compte de ce que nous accor^ 
^^ derions ensemble quant k la part que le corps d' arm^e pourroit 
^^ prendre k son execution. Je serai bien charm^ si le choix pouvoit 
" tomber sur le Colonel Graham, que j* ai eu V honneur de connoitre 
'^^ chez M . Stuart. 

*^ Je ne sais, Monsieur, oh cette lettre-ci vous parviendra, car 
** j' Ignore encore le lieu ou la Junta s' est dAenue ou fix&, et je 
" pense que vous 6tes aupr^s d' elle. Ma lettre n' en sera pas moins 
-^< r organe de ma tr^s-sinc^re affection, ainsi que de Fassurance de 
*^^ ma plus haute consideration, avec laquelle 

^ J* ai r honneur d* 6tre, &c. 

" JLb Due DEL Inpantado/^ 

What folly, deceit, and distress, does this most natural letter detect ! 
Here is a genuine description of the Spanish army, and a true account 
of its numbers. And it is lamentable to observe, that while the British 
army, almost by the command of the Junta, is hazarding its existence 
to make a diversion in favour of the Spanish army, the General of 
the Spanish army knows nothing about the matter. What concert 
<x>uld there be between the various armies employed for the defence of 
Spain, when the Junta, the centre of intelligence, kept them all in 
absolute ignorance of the state of things ? 

Had Sir John Moore been so fortunate as to find so candid a cor- 
respondent as the Duke of Infentado, a person who would describe 
things as they were, there is no doubt that the events and conclusion 



Digitized by 



Google 



151 

of the campaign would have been very different But this most im- 
portant letter^ dated Cuenca, Dec. 13^ was sent to Seville^ and was 
there enclosed in one to the Greneral from Mr. Frere ^y dated Dec. 22! 
It contained the only correct information he had hitherto sent. But^ 
instead of being carried according to its address, it was conveyed to 
London ! The packet was unsealed by Sir John Moore's Executors. 
On the 22d of December, while the troops were enjoying a short 
repose at Sahagun, and preparing for action^ the following letter 
arrived. 

Mr. Irerc to Sir John Moore. 

^ SIB> Merida^ 14 Dec. 1808. IReceived 23 Dec. 1308.] 

'^ I WAS last night honoured by your letter of the 
^ 10th, and was sincerely gratified at learning that, with hopes in- 
^^ finitely less sanguine thsui I confess myself to entertain of the final 
^^ success of the Spanish cause, you had determined to make an effort 
" in its favour. A resolution taken- with such views must have been 
'^ in a great measure founded upon feelings similar to those which. 
" you will have seen very strongly expressed in a letter of which Mr.. 
^* Stuart was the. bearer ; and of which I wish to say nothing mofe,, 
^^ than that I £eel highly gratified in the idea of your having partaken 
^^ them with me ;. and that, ^inithout communication between us, the 
" same sentiments which at that very moment were influencing your 
** conduct, were guiding my pen. 

" Your letter happened to be delivered to me while I was with the. 
** Junta; and, after communicating such parts of its contents as 
*^ were most important and gratifying to them, with the reserve which. 
** you pointed out, I mentioned Mr. Pignatelli's conduct, and was 



* It was considered improper to print this letter of Mr. Frere's, as it wasnot; 
leceiredby the General 



Digitized by 



Google 



152 

^^ told that it had been already detenmned to Tefllove him from his 
<^ command, and tl^t he should be sent before a Court Martial for 
^^ his conduct at Valladolid ; that die same retohttion had been taken 
*^ with respect to an Engineer Officer of high rank, whom his brother 
^^ officers had denounced to the Marquis of Romana, for not having 
^^ appeared in the moment of action. That, with respect to Avila, 
'^ the Authorities of that town shoukl- be displaced, and General 
^' Romana directed to treat them in the manner which their conduct 
** has deserved. You know, I presume, that he is investied with the 
" authority of Captain General of Leon and Old Castile, Galicia 
*^ and Asturias ; and I can congratulate you on having to do vrith a 
^^ man whom, upon all subjects of this sort, you will find of a per- 
" fectly right mind, and determined to keep every man to the per- 
^* formance of his duty* 

" The placing the towns which you mention in a state of defence, 
'* suitable to the means of attack which the Enemy might at present 
^^ be able to direct against them, would, I imagine. Ml vrithin the 
'* limits of his authority ; but I shall statje the subject to the Junta, 
^* and I have no doubt of their approbation of any measure which 
^^ you suggest. The one of giving a temporary species of defence 
^^ to the open towns has, I think, great advantages in a country like 
^^ thb, which is not over-run with luxury and timidity, and where a 
*^ kind of provincial pride exists, not only iji every province, but 
*^ almost in every town. The people would be amused and animated 
*^ not only against the Enemy, but in rivalry with each other; 
*^ the Enemy would be obliged to overcome, at the price of his bloody 
*^ obstacles which had been opposed to him by mere labour ; and a 
" thousand barriers would be interposed against that deluge of panic 
'^ which sometimes overwhelms a whole nation, and of which, at one 
^^ time, I was afraid I saw the beginning in this country. 
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'* WiiJi respect to what you mention of directing the public mind 
^^ by proclamations, and other means of popular impression, Marquia 
'* Romana is, with very few exceptions indeed, the man whom I have 
*' seen most capable of judging rightly. I send inclosed an ordon* 
^^ nance which has been published in Aragon, and which has not 
yet appeared in the papers. I will thank you to forward it to 
Marquis Romana, if it is not printed. In the mean while, you 
will be glad to hear that it is much approved of by the Junta ; and 
that they are well persuaded that it is only in this way that thin^ 
^^ can be done. They are almost all of them men of mild tempers and 
^^ good humour, such as it is natural to expect in men who have been 
^^ the object of a popular choice ; and it will cost them some struggle 
^^ to get the better of their natural dispositions, unless (which I diink 
" most likely) they put the thing out of their own hands, by erecting 
" a special tribunal for Military offences. 

^^ The extinction of the popular enthusiasm in this country, and the 
'* means which exist for reviving it, would lead to a very long dis- 
^^ cussion. I would only say, that if I am at all right in my judgment 
^* of the cause of the evil, it is already removed by the act of the 
^' Junta ; and I trust that its effect will not long survive. 

^^ I have been persuaded to write to tiie Ccmimander in Chief in 
" Portugal, to reinforce the army under your command with all the 
^^ troops he can spare ; and have already transmitted home a repre- 
" sentation to that effect. The Portuguese who have been offered by 
** the Regency, I apprehend, you wotdd hardly wish for ; I have 
** therefore suggested their being sent to Badajos or Alcantara. 

No official report has yet been received of the capitulation of 
Madrid, nor is it by any means certain, that any formal stipulation 
^^ existed. Nothing has been heard from Morla, Castellar, and 
** Castelfiranco ; nor is it known where they are. An order has been 
^^ drawn up, and is to be published, prohibiting all persons concerned 
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^' in the capitulation^ or holding any command in the town at that 
" time, from approaching the residence of the Junta. 

" The army of Aragon had repulsed an attack on the 2nd. Pala- 
'^ fox's oflScial report of the unfortunate action of Tudela represents it 
" as an exceedingly bloody one ; and that the French confess to a loss 
" of 4000 men. All the reports from Madrid represent the force of 
" the French as much reduced. I have heard no estimate above 
" 26,000 men. All these estimates are vague ; but officers who were 
" witnesses to the attack, are confirmed in the opinion of the weak- 
** ness of the Enemy, by what they observed of his appearance and 
" mode of approach. The Catalans appear to be entirely at their ease, 
*^ following up the blockade of Barcelona. Whenever it falls, it will 
" set loose a considerable reinforcement; Mr. Jovellanos made out to 
*^ me a regular detail of 25,000, besides peasantry and irregulars, 
** who are employed there. 

*^ The Junta are on their way to Seville, a situation on many ac- 
** counts preferable, in my opinion, to any other they could have 
^' chosen; unless circumstances could have allowed them to have 
" stopt at Toledo. I shall follow them from hence to-morrow. 

" This province is raising horses and men with great zeal, and send- 
" ing them forward to defend the passes of the Tagus; particularly to 
" Almanaz. The Junta have been received with general respect by 
*' the people, and with great deference by the inferior Juntas. 

" I have the honour to be, with great truth and respect. Sir, 
^* Your most obedient humble servant, 

'' J. H. Fbere." 

The exertions of the Supreme Junta and of Mr. Frere are singularly 
displayed by this letter. After the armies of Spain are beaten, and 
the capital is taken, Mr. Frere informs Sir John Moore, that he in- 
tends to state to the Junta a proposal for placing a few towns in a state 
of defence. 
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As this pUui was suggested by Sir John Moore in his letter of the 
10th of December, it was not requisite to make any great effort to 
convince him of its utility. But Mr. Frere is fired by the idea ; he 
displays the expected advantages in a fine flow of elocution ; and at 
length rises in his diction to the sublime metaphor of interposing a 
thousand barriers against a deluge of panic. 

These phrases were an inadequate substitute for dearth of intelli- 
gence ; for Mr. Frere does not yet declare, whether Madrid has 
submitted or not : his expressions are still vague ; he writes^ ther^ 
is no " official report of the capitulation:'' 

Did Mr. Frere expect that Morla or Buotiaparte would report to 
the Junta ? And does he acquire no intelligence but by official re- 
ports ? Mr, Frere was certainly not a person to be depended upon 
for information ; for this letter, which only hints darkly at the ca- 
pitulation of Madrid, reached the General on the 22nd of De- 
cember ; whereas an explicit account of the surrender of Madrid 
had been conveyed to Paris, and thence to London, and was printed 
in the English newspapers three days sooner *. 

But it would be doing injustice to Mr. Frere to assert that his let- 
ter gives no intelligence ; since he informs Sir John Moore that the 
force of the French is much reduced ; and that no estimate he has 
heard of their numbers at Madrid exceeds 26,000 men : he conse- 
quently is desirous that the Greneral should 4«ly upon this intelli- 
gence ; yet he owns, that the Junta are on their way to Seville — a 
measure of which he very much approves. 

What ! after all the boasted enthusiasm of the Spanish nation, does 
Mr. Frere approve of the Supreme Junta flying to the extremity of 
the Peninsula from the dread of 26,000 Frenchmen ? If there had 
been no greater number the Junta need have taken no alarm, though 

* Vide Appendix, V. p. 42. 
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not a Spaniard had been in arms : for 25^000 British were now ad« 
vancing into the heart of Spain. 

Buonaparte's intelligence is somewhat different. He declares^ in 
his 20th bulletin, that he reviewed his army on the 18th of Decern-* 
her at Madrid, which consisted of 60,000 men, with 150 pieces of 
artillery: and this was independent of two large corps under the 
Dukes of Bellune and Dantzic, at Toledo and Talavera ; and others 
in the neighbourhood. The account of the review, we believe, was no 
exa^eration. It was confirmed by the prisoners who were afberwardt 
taken by the British ; and the terror inspired by such forces forms 
a sufficient excuse for the retreat of the Junta. 

On the same day the General received another letter firom Mr. 
Frere; which was written only two days later, yet of a totally 
different tenor. 

Mr. Frere to Sir John Moore. 

" SIR, LasSantoSj Dec. 16, 1808. 

*^ There was a part of the letter with which you 
^^ honoured me on the lOtii, to which I hope I shall now be able to 
^^ send a satisfectory answer. The subject of the ships in Cadiz had 
not escaped me ; but I thought it so very dangerous to suggest to 
the Junta any idea except that of living and dying on Spanish 
ground, that I avoided the mention of any subject that could seem 
to imply that I entertain any other prospects. The measure of 
confining the French prisoners on-board of them, seems to offer an 
opportunity for making arrangements which, witiiout damping the 
spirit of the country, may provide a resource in case of tiie worst. 
This measure has been taken by the Junta of Seville, whose energy 
was so conspicuous in the course of the last summer. They have, 
<^ as I judge from their proclamation, determined to assert themselves 
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«* very vigorously ; for they have reassumed their old tide, and directed 
** the Commander of Cadiz to correspond with them directly, as they 
" do not know what is become of the Central Junta. I hope I shall 
^^ succeed in keeping the peace between them. 
^* I have the honour to be, &c. 

'' J. H. Feebe/' 

This letter should be read with particular attention, as the hints it 
contains are very extraordinary. 

Mr. Frere here acknowledges the reasons that he would not notice 
sooner the subject of the Fleet of Cadiz to the Junta. He thought it 
dangerous to suggest " any idea except that of living and dying on 
Spanish ground;'' and he avoided the mentioning of any thing that 
would seem to imply that he entertained other prospects. It thus 
appears, that Mr. Frere did, in fact, think of the ships of Cadiz, and 
did entertain prospects di£Perent from those he depicted to the Junta, 
but disguised his thoughts from policy. 

The wisdom of these concealments to an ally is a diplomatic question. 
But it was not from the Junta alone that Mr. Frere preserved secrecy* 
He not only hid these melancholy forebodings in his mind, but also the 
number of the French forces from the Commander of the British Army; 
and, not contented with a bare concealment, in every former letter he 
drew a flattering picture of the Spanish affairs. Let the letter even of 
the 14th of December be again examined : he there states — that the 
cause of the extinction of enthusiasm is now removed — that no official 
account of the capitulation of Madrid has yet been received — that 
the army of Aragon has repulsed the French — that the force of 
the French is much reduced, only 26,000 being at Madrid — that 
the Catalans are at their ease, and Barcelona about to fall. This is 
an abstract of the agreeable description written on the 14th; and 
on the 16th, no new event having occurred, Mr. Frere is making 
arrangements for the worst I 
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With regard to the British Army, this detection of Mr. Frere's real 
sentiments comes too late. It is now on the banks of the Carrion 
close to the position of the French. 

The Commander wrote early in the morning to the Marquis. 



Sir John Moore to the Marquis de la Bomana. 

^' SIR, SahagUHy 22 Dec. 1808. 

** I HAD the honour to receive your Excellency's letter of 
*^ the 19th yesterday morning early, as I was getting upon my horse 
^^ to march with the troops to this place, where I arrived in the fore- 
" noon. Six or seven hundred French cavalry were stationed at this 
*^ place ; a part of my cavalry marched the preceding night, attacked 
^* and defeated them at day-light yesterday morning, killed a good 
^' many, and took two Lieutenant-Colonels, eleven officers, and 144 
" men prisoners. 

^^ The body of the French under Marshal Soult is still at Saldana. 
** I shall march in that direction to-morrow, and shall attack them the 
" moment I can. If your Excellency can make any movement in 
** favour of this attack, or to take advantage of any success I may 
^* meet with, I take for granted you wiU do it. But time to me is the 
^^ most precious of all things.; and I cannot delay my movement. 

" With respect to the information sent to you by the Junta, you 
" may depend upon it, it is erroneous. Madrid is quiet ; Buonaparte's 
" proclamations are dated from it ; and nothing but the greatest exer- 
tion on the part of Spain, and all good Spaniards, will preserve 
them from conquest. 

^* I have the honour to be, &c. 

" John Moore.'* 
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The following letter arrived on the evening of the 22nd. 
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The Marquis of Bomana to Sir John Moore *. 



SIR, LeoHy 21 Decembrf^ 180^. 









'^ J' ai eu rhonneur de vous &rire le 19 en r^ponse k la 
lettre que V, E, m*avoit remise par mon aide-de-camp Mr. 0*Niell, 
et n' ayant pas eu d'ayis depuis, je dois lui exposer que pour (aire 
I'attaque de Saldana comme il paroit que e'est Y intention de V. £. 
je d&irerois de coop^rer de mon c6t^, afin que la r^ussite soit com- 
^^ plette. L'£nnenu en rassemblant toutes les forces qu'il a diss^- 
min^s sur tous les points de ces environs, aura tout au plus, d* a- 
pr^ les meilleurs renseignements que j'ai pris, environ 8 k 9 miUe 
*^ hommes d'infanterie, et miUe chevaux, avec 8 k 10 pifeces dWtillerie; 
" il seroit tres important d'envelopper ce corps, et le dt^truire, avant 
" qu'il puisse faire sa jonction avec quelqu' autre corps que Napoleon 
" piit lui envoyer de renfort. Si V. E. se dAermine k cette entre- 
" prise, je ferai un mouvement avec 9 k 10 mille hommes, qui est 
^^ tout ce que je pourrois rassembler de mieux habill^ et arm^s ; tout 
^* le reste se trouvant presque nud et mal equips. 

" Si V. E. me donne une r^ponse prompte^ je sortirai demain ; mais 
** j' ai r honneur de lui faire observer, que le coup donn^, il faudra 
*^ rentrer dans mes quartiers d'hiver, fkute d* habillement et foumi- 
" tures pour les troupes. Cependant nous laisserous a parler de cela k 
*^ notre entrevue, comme ^galement k concerter le plan d'op^rations k 
" suivre. Je suis persuade que V Ennemi n'est pas en force, etque 
" tous les desastres dont nous sommes t^moins n' ont eu lieu que faute 
*' de combinaisons dans les operations de nos armies. Par un Officier 
" d' Ingenieurs que m' a remis la Junta de Zamora, pour avoir. 
" trouv^ sa conduite un peu suspecte, j'ai ^t^ inform^ que Tarm^e de 

* Vide Translation, in Appendix, N N, p. 78. 
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" Palafox n'a re9u aucun ^chec comme les Ennemis le publioient^ mais 
*^ qu il a ^t^ oblig^ de se replier sur Saragosse^ k cause que rarm^ 
" de Castanos avoit quitt^ la position de Logrono, qu'il n* avoit jamais 
^^ dii abandonner : il donne des details trfes circonstancids de Y arm^ 
'* Fran9oise sur Madrid, de TEmpereur, de la Division de Junot, et 
*^ enfin des nouvelles que je crois tr^ n^cessaire que V. E. en aye 
*' connoissance, et d'aprfes lesquelles il me semble que nous devons 
" absolument avoir une entrevue. 

*^ J'ai r honneur de renouveller k V. E. Thommage de mon sincere 
^* et respectueux attachement, 

" Le M" de la Romana." 

Complete concert was thus established between the British and one 
Spanish army. The number of the Spaniards which could be brought 
foriJi'ard, was less than the half of what had been originally stated ; 
and the assistance that could be expected from these troops may be 
judged of from the report of Colonel Symes, who continued with the 
Marquis. In a letter from him dated Leon, December 22nd, he 
says, " The troops here, although they cannot be relied on to influ- 
^* ence materially the result of a general action, yet may be brought 
*' into use (is auxiliaries^ to engage the attention of a part of the 
*^ Enemy's force ; and, in the event of the Enemy being broken, may 
" prove an active instrument to complete his destruction. When I 
*' say this much, I say all that can possibly be expected from them, 
'* under the present appearance." 

Early in the morning of the 23rd Sir John sent off the following 
letter to the Marquis of Romana, signifying the movement he wished 
him to make. 
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Sir John Moore to the Marquis of Bomana. 



™^ " SIR, Sahagun, 23 December^ 1808. 



u 



^^ I HAD the honour to write to you yesterday ; and this 
morning I received your Excellency's letter of the 21st I shall 
" march this night to Carrion, where, I have reason to believe, 
^* some of the Enemy are collected. To-morrow I shall march on 
" Saldana. If your Excellency would march from Mansilla, either 
^^ direct on Saldana, or pass the river a little above it, whilst I march 
^^ on from Carrion, I think it would distract the attention of the 
*^ Enemy, and considerably aid my attack. My march from Carrion 
^^ will probably be in the night- Any information of your movement 
S ^ "I shall thank you to address to me at Carrion, where I shall be at 



day-light to-itiorrow. I enclose a letter and a printed paper, sent 
<o me by Mr. Frere, and which I received yesterday. 
" I have the honour to be, &c. &c. 

" John Moore/' 



A: 
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^^ Every arrangement was now completed for the attack of the 

ik Enemy. The British were collected between Sahagun, Grahal, 

lay and Villada, consisting of twenty-five thousand four hundred men. 

nl The Duke of Dalmatia, after the defeat of his cavalry at Sahagun, 

m, had withdrawn a detachment from Guardo, and concentrated his troops 

to the amount of eighteen thousand behind the river Carrion. Seven 
Dg thousand were posted at Saldana, and five thousand at the town of 

d Carrion ; and detachments were placed to guard the fords and bridges. 

It was also known that the head columns of Jimot's corps (the 8th) 

were between Vittoria and Burgos. 

Before this period, Sir John Moore had been able to establish 

many excellent channels of intelligence, upon which he could, in 

Y 
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some measure^ depend. Expresses were c<mtinually arriving with 
reports of every important circumstance. 

He now answered Mr. Frere^s last letters, and communicated to 
him his plan ; and it appears, firom thi« letter, how just a view the 
Gen^ml had of his situation. 

Si7' John Moore to Mr^ Firere. 

*^ I HA1> the honour to receive yesterday your letters of 
^^ the 14th and 16th, with inclosures, which shall be forwarded hy the 
*^ first opportunity. 

^^ As you acknowledge only the receipt of my letter to you of the 
^^ 10th instant, I send you a duplicate of two letters which I addressed 
" to you on the 6th, and which I sent hy a messenger who, perhaps^ 
^^ was intercepted. 

^* With respect to your letter, delivered to me at Toro by Mr. 
" Stuart, I shall not remaric upon it. It is in the style of the twa 
^^ which were brought to me by Colonel Charmilly, and, consequently^ 
^^ was answered hy my letters of the 6th, of which I send you a du- 
*^ plicate : that subject is, I hc^e, at rest. 

'^ I am in communication with the Marquis de la Romana. I 
*^ march this night to Carrion, and the next day to Saldana^ to at- 

^ tack the cwps under Marshal Soult f . 

♦ ♦♦^««««» 

* 1^ * *^ *. ^|j ^. ^ HE.. 

♦ * * * ^ *■* ^^ 

****** *^** 






Buonaparte is dating his proclamations from Madi^d ; and as to 
the British army, if it were in a neutral, or Enemy'a country, it 

4* Some remarks on the Spanish co-operation are omittcij 
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^^ could not be more completely left to itself. If the Spaniards are 
^^ enthusiasts, or much interested in this cause, their conduct is the 
most extraordinary that ever was exhibited. 

*^ The movement I am making is of the most dangerous kind. I 
not only risk to be surrounded every moment by superior forces, 
but to hare my communication intercepted with the Chiicias. I 
^^ wish it to ba aj^isureat to the whole w^nrlds as it is to* every indivi- 
^^ dual of the wmy, that we hurVQ dooye e>v6Fy ihuu^ m ow fo^f^ in 
<^ support ^ th« Spfti\ish eauae ; acid that w^ 4q liQt abandoa it, wntit 
^' loog 9^er the Spaoiaids had abandesied w. 

^^ I have the honour fo be» &9t 

The army were now in complete preparation ; the disposition for 
an attack was made, and the Generals had received theii instructions. 
But, in the course of this day^ messenger after messenger brought 
unpleasant reports* 

Certain information was received, that a strong reinforcement had 
arrived at Carrion from Palentia ; and that a large quantity of provi- 
sions and forage were preparing in the villages in front of that town. 

A Cotirier next arrived from Los Santos, bringing information 
that the French corps, which was marching to the South,^ had been 
halted at Talavera : and several other messengers arrived, bringing 
reports that the Enemy were advancing from Madrid. 

Towards the evening aa express arrived from the Marquis of 
Bomana. 
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JDu Marquis de la Romana d son Excellence Sir J. Moore, K. JB. * 

^^ gm^ Leon^ 22 Dccemhre^ 180S. 

^^ Un Confident que j*ai sur la rivifere Dnero me dbmie 
^^ avis sous date de 18 courant^ qu'on Im- a assort que les Ennemiis 
^^ qui se trouvoient k FEscurial ont fait un mouvement vers ce c6t^-ci. 
^^ n m'ajoutoit que si la personne qui lui donnoit cet avis n'arrivoit 
^^ pas ce jour m^me^ il aUoit lui de sa personne se transporter k Villa* 
^^ castin (douze lieues dloign^ de Madrid) pour Stre en observation 
^^ des deux chemins^ celui qui passe par Zamora, et I'autre qui va par 
^^ Segovie. * 

^^ Je m'empresse k donner cet avis k V. £• pour les mesures qu'elle 
^^ jugera convenables k prendre. 

^* J'ai ITionneur, &c, 

" Le Marquis de la RomanaJ* 

Sir John Moore saw at once the import of the various intelligence 
he had received. He perceived that his movement and design were 
discovered by Buonaparte^ who was now marching a superior force 
against him. This was what he had all along expected^ and for 
which he was prepared. 

The forward march of the troops was instantly countermanded. 

Soon after a second note arrived from the Marquis. 

* Vide Translation in Appendix^ OO. p. 79. 
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Du Marquis de la Romana d son Eoccellence Sir J. MoorCy K. B. * 

^^ MansiUa^ 23 Dec&mbre 

^^^r d tnois heures du sair, 

•^ J'ai rhonneur de vous annoncer mon aniv^e ici avec les troupea 
^^ que je compte employer dans le mouvement auxiliaire. Je n'ai pu 
^^ tirer qu'environ sept milles hommes d'infanterie^ 120 chevaux^ et 
^^ hnit pi&es d'artillerie. Lies troupes sont cantonn^es dans une cir- 
^^ conference h, une lieue et quart de cette ville en avant ver» 
^ Saldanha^ excepti^ u&corps que j'ai envoy^ a trois lieues d'ici k un 
^^ viUage nomm^ Villarmimio doign^ de trois petites lieues de Cea. 
^^ J'attends vos raj^rts pour me mettre en mouvement^ que je ne 
^^ feral qu'aj^r^s que V. £• m'aura communique ses plans et ses inten- 
*' tions. Je ddsirerais avoir une. r^ponse positive pour expedier les 
^ ordres de bonne heure au corps. 

" J'ai r honneur^ &c. 

^' Le Ma&quis b£ la Romana/' 

An answer was instantly sent back.- 

^tV John Moore to the Murquis ofEomancu 

"SIR^ Sahaguny23dBec. 1808. 

^* I HAD the honour to receive your Excellency's letter 
^ of the 22d this afternoon^ and have to thank you for the informa- 
** tion which it contains; the probability of its truth Is confirmed to 
" me, by information which reached me this morning, that a consi- 
^^ derable quantity of provisions and forage had been ordered to be 
" prepared in the villages on this side of Palencia. I also know that 
^' the intended march of a corps of the French to Badajos has been 

* Vide Translation in^Appendix,^ PP. p. 80, 
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^^ stopped, when its advanced guard had reached Talav^ra de la 
^^ Reina. 

^^ Your Excellency knows, my object in marching in this direction 
*^ was to endeavour to free you from a troublesome neighbour, and to 
^^ strike a blow at a corps of the Enemy, whilst it was still imagined 
" that the British troops had retreated^ into Portt^al. I was aware 
^' of the risk I ran, if I should be discovered, a»d the £iiemy push on 
^^ a corps between me and my comnranication. 

** My movement has, in same degree, answered its ol^ect, as it 
** has drawn the Enemy from other projects, and will give the South 
" more time to prepare. With such a force as mine, I ean pretend 
^^ to do no more. It would only be losing this army to Spain and to 
*^ England, to persevere in my march on Sonlt ; whe,^ ^posted strongly, 
*^ might wait, or, if not, would retire and draw me onHnttl the corps 
" from Madrid got behind me : in short, single-kaaded, I cannot 
*^ pretend to contend with the superior numbers the French can 
^^ bring against me. 

" I received your Excellency's letter at six, and the troops were to 
" have marched from this to Carrion at eight this evemi:^. I coim- 
^^ termanded them, and shall take immediate measures for retiring 
*^ on Astorga. There I shall *istand ; as my retreat thence, if neces- 
" sary, will be secure. I shall be in the way to receive the supplies 
^^ and the reinforcements which I expect fr^m England. At the 
^^ worst, I can maintain myself, and, with your Excellency's aid, 
^^ defend the Galicias, and give time for the formation of the armies. 
^^ of the South, and that which you command to be prepared^ when 

a joint effort may be made, which can alone be efficaciou3. It is 
^^ playing the Enemy's game to draw him to attack onr armies in 
^* rotation. 

^^ I hope this plan will meet your approbation ; you may rest 
^^ assured that I shall not retreat a foot beyond what is necessary 



<£ 



Digitized by 



Google 



m 

^ to secure my supplies from being intercepted ; and that I dpsire 
*^ nothing more than to meet the £hemy upon any thing like equal 
♦^ terms. 

" I have the honour to be, &c. 

" John Moore." 

*^ P. S. I had finished my letter, and was writing one to Colonel 
*^ Symes, both of which I meant to dispatch to your Excellency in 
" the morning j when I received your letter from Mansilla of this 
^^ date. 

^^ Your Excellency will see, that in consequence of tlie information 
^ contained in your letter of yesterday, I have countermanded my 
'^ march to Carrion^ I am, 8a:»ible of the zeal and activity your* 
** Excellency has displayed, in thus^hastening to co-operate with me;: 
*^ but, for the reasons ccmtained in the former part of this letter, I 
*^ believe the attempt no longer advisable. It will, however, be of 
^ use, and will blind the Enemy, should you continue with your 
^ corps a few days at MansiUa. 

" You will, of course, not mention my intentions of falling back. 
^^ If I am followed, I shalt stop and offer battle ; and though you 
^ should be at a distance, yet the knowledge tliat you are within 
^ reach wiH distract his attention, and act as a diversion. 

" I shall be happy to hear again from you what are your intentions. 
" I shall, I think, fail back on Benavente. 

" I have the honour to be, &c. 

" John Moore.'' 

It is now requisite to point out the plan which was adopted by 
Buonaparte. The particulars were disclosed by his movements ; but 
exact information has also been obtained through Major Napier of 
Ae 50th regiment. This Officer at the battle of Corunna was stabbed 
in the body by a bayonet,, and wounded in the head by a sword, yet 
he defended his life till quarter ^^^as promised him. When a prisoner 
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he was treated most handsomely by the Duke of Dalmatia. He dmed 
with Marshal Ney frequently, who as well as General La Borde, the 
Chief of FEtat Major, and other Officers of rank, frankly told him 
the design and sentiments of the Emperor. When Buonaparte re- 
ceived intelligence that the British were moving to the Duero, he 
said, " Moore is the only General now fit to contend with me ; I 
^' shall advance against him in person." 

Orders were then sent to the Duke of Dalmatia to give way, if at- 
tacked, and to decoy the British to Burgos, or as far Eastward as 
possible ; and at the same time to push on a corps towards Leon, 
on their left flank. And should they attempt to retreat, he was 
ordered to impede this by every means in his power. The corps on 
the road to Badajos was stopt, and ordered to proceed towards Sala- 
manca ; while he himself moved rapidly with all the disposable force 
at Madrid, and the Escurial, directly to Benavente. Neither Buona- 
parte nor any of his Generals had the least doubt of surrounding the 
British with between 60 and 70,000 men before they could reach 
Galicia. 

Sir John Moore, as appeal's both by his letters and his conduct, saw 
clearly the whole of this plan : he had prepared for the danger; cal- 
culated the time ; and has acquired the glory of being the first General 
who has frustrated Buonaparte. 

After having fully concerted tlie scheme of his retreat, he wrote 
again to the Marquis. 

- Sir John Moore to the Marquis of Romanou 

" SIR, Sahagun, Dec. 24M, 1808. 

^^ My information -this morning states that the French 
^* have received reinforcements. I shall begin my retreat to-morrow 
^' morning vnth a part of the infantry ; the rest will follow with the 
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« Cayairy Ae day after. It is of great importance to me, that you 
" should keep a strong corps at Maasilla, to defend the bridge there, 
^^ whilst I march in two divisions <m Valencia and B^avente. The 
^^ oorps which passes at Valencia will remain on the opposite 3ide to 
^< guard the Ferry, until the corps which marches on Benavente ha^ 
^^ passed the bridge at that place. Sir David Baird commands the 
^^ division which goes to Valencia : I shall march with the other tr 
" Benavente. My hopes are to woes the river Eslar before I am in- 
^ terrupted : when once across, my communications with the CiralicMa 
" yviU he secure; and, if pressed then, I shall have no objection to 
^^ try an action. 

I have thought it right to make this conununication to your Ex- 
cellency. You will, I suppose, think it right when I am passed, 
to order the boats upon the river to be destroyed. I have only to 
repeat my request, that Astoiga and its neighbourhood may be 
^^ left for the British troops, together with the passage into the Gali- 
^* cias ; and not occupied by those under your Excellency's c<mimand. 
^^ You will find no inclination in me to abandon the Spanish cause; 
^^ but, on the contrary, ev^ desire to co-operate widi you for the 
*^ general good. 

^^ I have the honour to be, &c. 

" John Mooeb.*' 
On the 24th of December Sir John Moore was silendy, but busily 
occupied in preparing to retire ; which, in the presence of an enemy, 
is the most difficult of all military operations. But, to judge of it on 
this occasion, the Map of Spain with the relative positions of the 
French army, should be examined. 

The Duke of Dalmatia received strong reinforcements from the 
22nd to the 24th ; so that his army alone was much superior to the 
British. It was posted behind the river Carrion, between Carrion 
and Saldana. 
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' The Duke of Abrantes had advanced from Burgos to Palenlia, and 
threatened the right flank of the British. 

Buonaparte pushed on the coips at the Escurial^ and marched from 
Madrid on the 18th in person, with an army consisting of 32,000 in- 
fantry and 8000 cavahy. The advanced -guard of this cavahy passed 
through Tordesillas on the 24th ; the same day the van of the British 
left Sahagun ; and both moved to the same point — Benavente. 

There was another corps on the road to Badajos conmianded by 
the Duke of Dantzic : this had advanced to Talavera de la Reina ; 
and had pushed on as far as Arzo-Bispo, in pursuit of the Spanish 
General Galuzo. This was likewise counter-marched, and was di- 
rected towards Salamanca. Even the division under the Duke of 
Trevise, which was proceeding to Saragossa, was stopped: and the 
long meditated vengeance against that heroic city was deferred. 

In fine, the whole disposable force of the French army, forming an 
irregular crescent, was marching in radii with rapid steps to environ 
the British. To accomplish this favourite object, Buonaparte stopped 
his victorious career to the South, where there was nothing capable 
of resisting him. Lisbon and Cadiz would have yielded as easily as 
Madrid * ; and those must be sanguine indeed, who can believe that 
any further resistance would have been made by Spain^ 

* In confirmation of this, the following is an extract of a letter from a person 
in the confidence of Government to Sir John Moore. 

SemUe, Jan. lOth, 1809. 
'^ Although the Junta are daily pushed to induce them to give orders for 
" the advance of every thing South of Madrid towards the Capital, I do not ob- 
*' serve that this measure appears hitherto to have taken up the attention of the 
" Enemy, who are steadily determined to attend to no other object until he shall 
'* have measured his strength with your army : which is now certainly the only hope 
'^ of this country. For it is merely the time and breath they gain during this effort 
^' of Buonaparte, which will enable them to bring together a force fit to continue 
" the contest." 
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The bold measures, adopted by Sir John Moore, arrested the im- 
mediate subjugation of this country. It remains to be seen how he 
extricated his army from its perilous situation. 

The intelligence he had got was sufficiently founded to induce him 
to retire ; but he had not yet learned the whole amount of the force 
that was marching against him, and was resolved not to be alarmed 
into a false step, nor retreat one step farther than was absolutely ne- 
cessary. He wished to defend the Galicias, if possible. 

His first object was to pass the river Eslar without interruption. 
There are three routes across this river : the first is by Mansilla, where 
there is a good bridge ; the second is by Valencia where there i^vas 
only a ferry ; and the tliird is by Castro Gronsalo, where there is also a 
bridge ; this last road leads to Benavente. It wa3 impossible to go 
by Mansilla, as the Marquis of Romana's troops were there^ and 
the country was completely exhausted by them. There were great 
objections to the whole army attempting the passage by the ferry at 
Valencia : for the intelligence received was, that the river was rapidly 
increasing, so that the ford would probably be too deep, and the 
boats were few. These circumstances would render the passage of 
the whole army very tedious at this point. And besides, an adequate 
supply of food could not be found ; nor could covering, which was 
necessary at this season, be had for the whole army on one route. 

It was, however, quite requisite to secure Valencia to stop the 
Enemy. Sir David Baird was, therefore, directed to take that route; 
and it was resolved that the rest of the army should proceed by Castro 
Gonzalo. 

By this division of the army also the magazines and stores, which 
were deposited at Benavente and Zamora, were effectually covered. 

The road by Leon was necessarily left to the troops of the Mar- 
quis of Romana : who, in consequence of the request of Sir John 
Moore to defend the passage of the river, left three thousand men 
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there, and four pieces of cannon, and then retreated to Leon. He 
wrote a few lines to express a wish for a conference with Sir John 
Moore ; to which note the following answer was returned. 

Sir John Moore to the Marquis ofRomana. 

^^ SIR, Sahagtm^ Dec. 24, 1S08. 

" I HAD the honour to receive your Excellency's letter of 
^^ this date. There is nothing I wish so much as to have a personal 
" interview with you : but in the present situation of this army it 
'^ is impossible for me to leave it for a moment. Once across the 
*^ Eslar, and I will ride any distance to have the honour of meet- 
*^ ing you. I shall remain here with the Cavalry until the after- 
noon to-morrow, and shall leave them to join the division of the 
Infantry in the evening, which will be at Majorga. 

If your Excellency can make it convenient to come there, you 
*^ will make me very happy : but if this be inconvenient, I shall go 
" to you when I reach Benavente. The French continue to receive 
" reinforcements. A considerable niunber arrived at Palencia this 
" morning. 

^^ I have the honour to be, &c. 

** John Moore." 

Two of the roads over the Eslar were thus occupied by the British 
and one by the Spanish army. But, as the latter was the nearest 
route to Astorga, it was of great importance that the Enemy should 
be retarded there. The Bridge of Mansilla and the City of Leon, 
were points to defend : and the following letter from Col. Symes will 
shew the expectations that were held out of defending Leon. 
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Colonel Symes to Sir John Moore. 

^^ SIE, Mamillay Dec. 25 y 1808, One o' Clock. 

^^ I HAD the honour of your note early this morning, 
and am fully awaxe of the necessity which prevents a meeting be- 
^^ tween your Excellency and the Marquis, at present. The Marquis, 
*^ for reasons of the same nature, cannot leave his troops : indeed, 
^^ his presence is indispensibly requisite, for he has no second to 
" whom he can confide his charge. General Blake is at Leon. The 
*^ Marquis says, that wherever else he may go^ it is impossible for 
^* him to send any part of his troops into the Asturias, as the roads 
^* are now impassable j the snow has fallen in unusual quantity. 
*^ The Marquis's idea seems to be that of retiring on Astorga, but 
*^ not precipitately : to put Leon in the best possible state of defence, 
'^ and to leave there 2,000 men and some guns. These troops, when 
'^ added to the armed inhabitants, and the volunteers who are armed 
^* and under a sort of training, may impede the progress of an 
" Enemy — give him much trouble, and afford protection to your left 
" flank. The Volunteers of Leon, including the students, are esti- 
** mated at from 12 to 1500 men; the rabble are numerous. 

" The City of Leon is very extensive ; it is surrounded by a high 
** wall, in some places ruinous. There are old Moorish Towers at 
^^ irregular distances ; several gateways without gates, but a little 
" trouble may repair the chasms, and blockade the gateways. The 
" suburbs embrace the wall, which, in some parts, forms a back for 
long rows of mean houses. The city is not commanded — there is 
some rising ground about a mile and a half distant, to the East and 
North ; excepting this, the country seems to be an uninterrupted 
plain for many miles . Between. Leon and Astorga it is, a continued 
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" flat, without enclosure or obstacle to oppose the advance of troops 
** from any direction. Leon, if disputed vigorously, may prove very 
*^ embarrassing to the Enemy, and it is a kind of warfare for which 
V* the Spaniards seem adapted. The Marquis appears rather disposed 
*^ to risk a general action ; but he says, what is too true, that his 
" army, in effect y is no army. He thinks that his artillery will be 
^^ well served — it may be so, but I doubt. Two howitzers and eighteen 
" field pieces compose the number of guns with us. We move to 
" Leon to-day. The Marquis communicates to your Excellency the 
" intelligence he has received. Mansilla is not capable of defence ; 
*^ and breaking the bridge, the Marquis thinks, will not be any ma- 
*^ terial obstacle to the Enemy. In the present state of the weather 
^^ I think it would impede his progress. 

" I am. Sir, with great respect, 

^^ Your faithful humble servant, 

" M. Symes/' 
According to the arrangement which was made, General Eraser, 
followed by General Hope, marched vnth their divisions on the 24th 
of December to Valderos and Majorga ; and Sir David Baird pro- 
ceeded with his to Valencia. To conceal this movement Lord Paget 
was ordered to push on strong patroles of Cavalry close to the ad- 
vanced posts of the Enemy. 

TTie reserve, with two light corps, did not retire from Sahagun 
till the morning of the 25th ; they followed General Hope. Lord 
Paget was ordered to remain with the cavalry until the evening, and 
then follow the reserve. Sir John accompanied these last corps. 

The retreat commenced in this deliberate manner. On the 26th of 
December Sir David Baird reached the Eslar, and passed the ferry 
with less difficulty than was expected. He took post, according to 
his orders, at Valencia, and wrote to the Marquis of Romana urging 
him to blow up the bridge of Mansilla. 
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The other divisions of Infantry proceeded unmolested to Castro 
Gonsalo. 

On the 24th of December the advanced guard of Buonaparte's 
army marched from Tordesillas^ which is a hundred and twenty miles 
from Madrid^ and fifty from Benavente ; and strong detachments of 
Cavalry had been pushed forward to Villalpando and Majorga. On 
the 26th Lord Paget fell in with one of those detachments at the lat- 
ter place. His Lordship immediately ordered Colonel Leigh, with 
two squadrons of the 10th Hussars, to attack this corps, which had 
halted on thcsummit of a steep hill. One of Colonel Leigh's squa- 
drons was kept in reserve ; tlie other rode briskly up the hill : on 
approaching the top, where the ground was rugged, the Colonel judi- 
ciously reined-in to refresh the horses, though exposed to a severe 
fire from the Enemy. When he had nearly gained the summit, and 
the horses had recovered their breath, he charged boldly and over- 
threw the Enemy : many of whom were killed and wounded, and 
above a hundred surrendered prisoners. 

Nothing could exceed the coolness and gallantry displayed by the 
British Cavalry on this occasion. The 18th Dragoons had signalized 
themselves in several former skirmishes ; they were successfrd in six 
different attacks. Captain Jones, when at Palencia, had even ven- 
tured to charge a hundred French Dragoons vidth only thirty British; 
fourteen of the Enemy were killed, and six taken prisoners. 

The cavalry, the horse-artillery, and a light corps, Remained on the 
night of the 26th at Castro Gonsalo ; and the divisions under Ge- 
nerals Hope and Eraser marched to Benavente. 

On the 27th the rear-guard crossed the Eslar, and followed the 
same route, after completely blowing up the bridge. 

It now becomes requisite to make a very painful confession. The 
army, which, during the advance, had been distinguished for regu- 
larity and good conduct, began to display on the retreat a very oppo- 
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dite behaviour. This may in part be imputed to inattention in tiic 
Spanish Magistrates ; who, instead of exerting themselves to procure 
lodgings and necessaries for the troops, sometimes fled or hid them- 
selves. But another cause of these disorders was, undoubtedly, the 
independent character of Britons ; who always submit to military dis- 
cipline with great reluctance. They were "indignant at the little as- 
sistance afforded them by the Spaniards ; and took the (^)portunity 
which the retreat afforded them, of throwing off restraint, of display- 
ing their native humours, and of acting too much as they pfeased. 

But, whatever was the cause, the General was most desirous to 
stop this misconduct ; both from humanity to the Spaniards, and for 
the safety of his own army. He, therefore, issued out the following 
order. 

" General Orders. 

^^ Head' Quarters f Benavente, 21th Ike. 

" The Commander of die Forces has observed with con- 
" cem, the extreme bad conduct of the troops at a moment when 
^^ they are about to come into contact with the Enemy, and when the 
*^ greatest regularity and the best conduct are the most requisite. He 
" is the more concerned at this, as, until lately, the behaviour of that 
" part of the army, at least, which was under his own immediate com- 
^^ mand, v^ras exemplary, and did them much honour. 

" The misbehaviour of the troops in the column which marched by 
^' Valderas to this place, exceeds what he could have believed of Bri- 
** tish soldiers. It is disgraceful to the OflScers ; as it strongly marks 
" their negligence and inattention. 

*^ The Commander of the Forces refers to the General Orders of the 
^* 15th of October, and of the 11th of November. He desires that 
" they may be again read at the head of every company of the array : 
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^^ lie can add nothing bat Ms determinadoo to execute them to the 
"^^ fullest extent He can feel no mercy towards Officers who neglect 
^^ in times like these essential duties^ or towards Soldters who injure 
the country they are sent to protect. The Spanish Forces have 
been overpowered ; and until such time as they are re^assembled, 
^^ and ready again to come forward, the situation of the Jumy must be 
arduous, and such as to call for the exertion of qualities the most 
rare and valuable in a military body. These are not bravery alone, 
but patience and constancy under fatigue and liaidship, obedience 
to command, sobriety, firmness, and resolution, in every different 
situation in which they may be placed. It as by the display of such 
qualities alone, tiiat the army can expect to deserve the name fi 
Soldiers ; that they can be able to withstand the farces opposed to 
them, or to fulfil the expectations of their Country. 
^^ It is impossible for the General to es^plain to his army the motive 
^^ for the movement he directs. The Commander of the Forces can, 
^^ however, assure the army that he has made none since he left Sala- 
manca whidi he did not foresee, and was not prepared for ; and, 
as far as he is a judge, they have answered the purposes for which 
they were intended. 

*^ When it is proper to fight a battle he wiU do it ; and he will 
choose the time and place he tiiinks most fit : in the mean time he 
begs the Officers and Soldiers of the army to attend diUgentiy to 
discharge their parts, and to leave to him and to the General Officers 
the decision of measures which belong to them alone. 

The army may rest assured, that there is nothing he has more at 
^* heart tiian their honour — and that of their Country.^' 

The latter part of the above order alluded to a number of Officers 
having been indiscreetly free in their criticisms of the Military opera- 
tions. This licence is charactetistic of Englishmen : but in tiie pre- 
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sent situation of the army it had a most mischievous tendency. Be- 
sides, as Sir John Moore kept all his intelligence extremely secret, 
it was impossible for the Officers to judge of the propriety of the 
movements. ^ 

Sir John Moore endeavoui*ed to remove one of the causes of the 
irregular conduct by this letter to the Marquis. 

Sir John Moore to the Marquis of Romana. 



4i 



SIR, JBenavente, 27 Dec. 1808, 



<( 



I HAD the honour to receive yesterday, <mi my arri- 
•* val here, your Excellency's letter from Mansilla, of the 25th. 
The Enemy are advancing; but I believe their main body only 
;** reached VaJladolid yesterday. The movement I made to Sahagun 
^^ has answered every purpose I had a right to ^expect. A little more 
^^ good fortune would have enabled me to cut up Soult's corps ; but 
^^ the attention of the Enemy has at last been attracted from other 
^* objects. His march on Badajos has been stopped, and the forces 
" in the South will have time to be formed, and to come forward. 
" I shall continue my movement on Astorga. It is there, or behind 
^* it, we should fight a battle, if at all. If the Enemy follows so far, 
*^ he will leave himself the more open to the eflPorts of the South. 
** My opinion is, that a battle is the game of Buonaparte, not our's. 
** We should, if followed, take defensive positions in ihe mountains, 
^* where his cavalry can be of no use to him ; and there either engage 
" him in an unequal contest with us, oblige him to employ a consi- 
" derable corps to watch us, or to retire upon Madrid : in which last 
case we should again come forth into the plain. In this maimer 
we give time for the arrival of reinforcements from England, — 
jour army to be formed and equipped, — and that of the South to 
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'* come forth. In short, the game of Spain and of England, 
*^ which must always be the same, is to procrastinate and to gsdn 
" time ; and not, if it can be helped, to place the whole stake upon 
^^ the hazard of a battle. 

*^ The people of this part of Spain seem to be less well-disposed 
" than those I have hitherto met with. They perhaps think that we 
" mean to abandon them. It would have a good effect if you ex- 
" plained to them, in a proclamation, that this was by no means 
^* either your intention, or that of the British army ; and call upon 
^^ the Alcaides and Corregidors to remain at their posts, and to be of 
^^ all the use in their power to the different armies both Spanish and 
" British. Some of them of late have run away from the towns ; 
*^ which has been the unavoidable cause of irregularities having been 
^^ committed by the troops; for, when the Magistrates are not present 
^^ to give regularly, the soldier must take, and this produces a mis- 
*' chi^vous habit. 

" I have the honour to be, &c. 

" John Moore.'^ 

During the march to Benavente a confidential person, whose 
intelligence had always been correct, came up with the General at 
Fuentes. He had passed Buonaparte and his army, who were mak« 
ing forced marches to overtake the British. 

And it appeared from several accounts, that, in contradiction to 
the declarations and information so ^ repeatedly transmitted frt>m 
the Central Junta and Mr. Frere, not the slightest movement was 
made by the Spanish armies ; who permitted the various divisions 
of the Enemy's army to traverse Spain, in every direction, with as 
much tranquillity as France ; with this essential difference, that the 
Spaniards furnished them with every supply for nothing, whereas in 
France they must have paid for what they wanted. 
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Notwithstanding this unfavourable uxtelligence. Sir John Moore 
had stlU some expectations of being able to maintain a focrtlng in 
Spain *. He hoped that the Spaniards, after all their declarations 
and promises, would rouse themselves to make some effort ; and per- 
haps want of provisions for so Wge an airay mighft stop the advance 
of the Freiidi. It was his earnest wish to maintain himself in the 
mountainls of Gralicia ; and not to retire to the coast^ unless compelled 
by great superiority of numbers. 

There are two roads to Vigo ; but that by- Orense, though the 
Bhortest^ is neither practtcable for artillery, nor for any species €>f 
tvaggoli; eonsequendy the j^ltish army took the road by Astorga^ 
and orders were now sent to Sir David Bd^ d, who was stifi at 
Valentia, td march to that pomt; whfle on the 28di of December 
Generals Hope and Fraser proceeded with thdr divisions to La 
Banessa. 

Next morning^ at ^y-break, after near twa days*^ rest, Sir John 
Moore followed with the reserve; and Lord Paget, as before, was 
ordered to bring up the rear with the cavaby. 

But at nine o'clock in the morning, before his Lordship had 
moved, some of the Bnemy^s cavalry were observed trying a ford 
near the bridge which bad been blown up^; and pr^ently between 
five and mx hundred of <jie imperial Guarck of Buonaparte plunged 
into the rivw, and crossed ever. 

They were immediately oj^posed by the British piquets,, who had 
been much divided to watch the different ferds ; but were quickly 
assembled by Colonel Otway. When united they amounted only to 
two hundred and twenty men. They retired slowly before such 
superior numbers, bravely disputing every inch of ground with the 
Enemy. l%e front squadrons repeatedly charged each other ; and 

* Vide Appendix, QQ, p. BO. 
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upon the piqiietB being reinforced by a 9i»aU party of the 3d Dragoons^ 
ihey chaxged \idth so much fwy ihs± the front squadron broke 
throng, and was for a short time surrountiedy by the Enemy's rear 
squadron wheeling up. But they extricated themselves, by charging* 
back again through the Enemy. They then quickly rallied, and 
Ibrmed with the rest of the piquets. 

Lord Paget soon reached the field : and Brigadier-general Stuart,, 
at the head of iike piquets, wa» sharply ei^aged, the squadrons on 
both sidiK sometimes intermixihg; His Loidship was desirous of 
drawing on die Enemy fardier frotn the ford, till the lOdi Hussars^ 
who were fcrming at some distanoe,. were ready. This raiment 
soon arrived, and Lord Paget immediately wheeled it into line, in^ 
Ithe rear of the piquets. Tlie latter then charged the Enemy, sup* 
ported by the lOth Hussars. But before they couSl clbse, the French 
wheeled rounds fled ta the ford^ and plunged into the river. They 
were closely pursued^ and left oa the field fifty-five killed and 
wounded and seventy prisoners ; among whom, was General Le 
Febvre, ihe Commander of the Imperial Guard. 

As soon as the Enemy readied the <^poeite side of die river^ they 
•&rmed on the hamk ; but a few rounds from the Horse artillery, who* 
arrived at that moment, quickly drove the French up the hill in the 
greatest disorder.. 

The Imperial Guardis shewed themselves much superior to any 
cavalry which, the British had before engaged; They fou^t very 
gallantly,, and killed and wounded- near fifty of our Dragoons. 
Major Bagwell, who commanded some of the piquets,, was wounded. 
It was learnt from the prisoners that Buonaparte dbpt the night 
before (on the 28th) at Villalpando, whidi is (bur leagues from 
Benovent^. He had commanded Geneml I^e Febvre.4)o pass the Eslar 
if possiUe, but not to commit himself; and it was expected that he 
would have been joined, on the march, by a Polish regiment ; whii^h. 
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however, did not come up in time. Le Febvre owned to Sir John 
Moore, that when he saw nothing but the cavalry piquets, he con- 
cluded that all the rest of the army had left Benavente. This in- 
duced him to cross the river ; and, when once over, he could not, 
he said, without fighting, retreat with such a corps as he com- 
manded, with men who had put to flight thirty thousand Russians 
at Austerlitz, 

As the soldier to whom he h^A surrendered had taken from him 
his sword, the General presented him with a fine East-Indian sabre. 

Towards the evening the Enemy brought up some field-pieces, and 
cannonaded the piquets from the heights on the oj^osite side of the 
river ; but without the least effect 

Lord Paget drew off the Cavalry at night, and followed the Reserve 
to La Banessa. As the intelligence and circumstances were still not 
60 decisive as to enable Sir John Moore to determine whether he 
«hould in the last resource retire upon Vigo or Corunna, it was of 
importance that he should retain the power of choosing that port 
which would best suit his purposes. He, therefore, found it neces- 
sary to detach a light corps on the road to Orense, which b the 
shortest route to Vigo ; foreseeing, that if he neglected this precau- 
tion, the Enemy might seize the road by one of their hght detach- 
ments, precede the columns of the British by forced marches, and 
deprive tliem of the choice of Vigo ; or, by seizing some of the 
passes in front, retard and embarrass the retreat exceedingly. 

Besides these strong motives, provisions had become extremely 
deficient, and it was doubtful if the whole army could be tolerably 
subsisted on one road. 

For these reasons General Craufurd was detached, with three 
thousand men lightly equipped, on the road to Orense. If pursued, 
he could take up a strong position behind the river Minho, and there 
check for some time the advance of the French. 
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The rest of the army proceeded to Astorga ; and Sir David Baird 9 
column, coming from Valencia, again united there with Sir John 
Moore ; who was extremely disconcerted to find that the town was 
preoccupied, and filled with the troops of the Marquis of Romana *. 

This Greneral did not destroy the bridge of Mansilla, as had been 
requested. The guard he left then was charged by a party of Soult's 
cavahry ; and the Spaniards fled, or surrendered themselves prisoners. 

The Duke of Dalmatia then advanced on this road to Leon ; 
which City, instead of xnaking the obstinate defence that, was ex- 
pected, opened its gates at once to the Enemy, and furnished them 
with as many rations as they required 

Thus was Sir John Moore perpetually disappointed in every assist- 
ance that was expected from the Spaniards. He had repeatedly 
requested the Marquis of Romana to leave the roads to Galicia clear 
for the British; and wished the Marquis to fall back upon the 
Asturias ; because, when the £nemy proceeded towards Galicia, this 
Spanish army niight have interrupted the French convoys, or com- 
pelled them to employ large detachments for their protection. In 
ihe Asturias they could certainly be eminently useful, and quite safe. 
But all remonstrances were in vain ; the Marquis entertained a dif- 
ferent opinion, and resolved to push across to Orense, in firont of the 
British. Thus the Spanish army, instead of being of the slightest 
utility to the English, by consuming thie provisions, and filling the 
roads with their mules and carts, were a most serious impediment. 

The appearance of this army was extremely melancholy : it was 
ill armed, wretchedly clothed, and very sickly. But no reproach 
ought to be thrown upon these troops for the little resistance they 
made : their native courage is undoubted ; and they endured the 
most cruel privations with the utmost patience. But their deplor- 

* Vide Appendix, SS. p. 84. 
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able^ almost famished condition^ and the total ^wasit of officers, 
would have disheartened the brav^t people. 

Astorga was one of the dep6ts which had been formed for warlike 
stores^ with the view of offensive operations in oonjnnction with the 
Spamsh armies ; which gave an opportunity of snpj^ing^ the Mar- 
quis's troops with muskets, and as mudi amiamniiiott as diej coold 
carry off. The rest was necessarily destronfed. 

Hie corps tinder Sir David Baird had brought Aeit camp equipage 
from Corunna to Astorga, and had deposited it there. But this was 
no country for such convouences : there were mo means of removing 
it, and the whole was ordered to be consumed. Many oftcers had 
brought along with them a considendde quantity of baggage^ and 
the overloaded mules fd.1 bdiind. But die General would not suffisr 
a soldier to be detained by the ba^age; and gave strict orders, that 
every horse or nmle that could not ke^ iqp with the columns should 
be abandoned. 

Being most anxious £>r the good conduct oi the Troops^ he issued 
ihe £oUowing encouraging ordw : 

'^^ GbneeaIi Ordeus. 

^ Head Suartersy Asiarga^ 30th Dec. 1 80S. 



^4 



The present is a moment when the Army is neces- 
*^ sarily called upon to make great efforts, and to submit to pri* 
^^ vations, the bearing cheerfully with which is a quality not less 
*^ estimable than valour. 

The good-will of the inhabitants will be particularly useful to 
the Army, and can only be obtained by good conduct on the part 
" of the Troops. 

" The G)mmander of the Forces cannot impress too strongly on 
" the whole Army the necessity of this ; and he trusts that the 
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^< Grenerals and the Commanding Officers mil adopt such measures, 
^^ both on the march and in the cantonments, as will ensure it 

" It is very probable that the Army wiD shortly have to meet the 
^^ Enemy; and the Commander of the Forces has no doubt that they 
" %vill eagerly imitate the worthy example which has been set them 
** by the Cavalry, on several recent occasions, and particularly in the 
^* affair of yesterday ; in which Brigadier-general Stuart, with an 
" inferior force, charged and overthrew one of the best corps of 
" Cavalry in the French Army. 

<* Tlie Generals will immediately inspect the baggage of the bii- 
^« gades and divisions. They are held responsible that it does not 
" exceed the proportion fixed by the General Orders." 

It is known that Buonaparte had fully expected to have reached 
Benavente as soon as, or before, the British ; and the Duke of Dal- 
matia hoped, that they would be so much retarded by Buonaparte's 
attacks, that he might, by forced marches through Leon, precede 
them at Astorga. The little resbtance made by the Spaniards at 
Mansilla, and the immediate submission of Leon, facilitated this 
plan. Had either been in time, the British would have been sur- 
rounded. But Buonaparte was anticipated in both his projects ; and, 
while a part of his cavalry was repulsed by Lord Paget, the van of the 
British Army, under General Fraser, entered and secured Astorga. 

The advanced guard, and the main body of the British Army, on 
the 30th of December, moved on to Villa Franca; and Sir John Moore, 
with General Pfeiget and the reserve, followed on the 31st. They 
marched to Camberos that evening; and the cavalry followed at 
night. The piquets on the road from La Beneza, who were^posted 
to watch Buonaparte's cavalry, and those at the bridge at Orbigo 
to attend to Soult's, retired as the Enemy advanced. The cavalry 
reached Camberos at midnight ; when immediately the reserve pro- 
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Qseded^ and arrived next morning (Jan. 1) at Bembydre, precisely 
as the preceding divisions were marching oflF to Villa Franca. 

The scene of drunkenness that presented itself here was disguusting. 
The stragglers from the preceding divisions so crowded the houses, 
that there was hardly accommodation for the reserve : while groups 
of the half-naked and unfortunalte peasants belonging to the Marquis 
of Romana completed the confusion. The Marquis was moving to- 
wards Oreiise ; but his troops were dispersed in all directions, filling 
the neighbouring towns. 

The French were following so close, that their patroles, during 
the night, fell in with the cavalry piquets. 

When Buonaparte reached Astorga he was joined by the Duke of 
Dalmatia. The whole Army that was assembled there amounted to near 
70,000 men, independently of other corps, which were countermanded 
from their former destination, though not yet come up. It is natural 
to imagine that a man so accustomed to succeed in all his plans must 
have been bitterly disappointed to find that, notwithstanding his ex* 
ertions, the British were beyond his reach. He here reviewed this 
immense force ; and perceiving, by the masterly arrangeinents of his 
]^nemy, that it was no longer possible to intercept him, he halted to 
. watch the event. Three Marshals of France, with as many divisions, 
were commanded to follow the British closely, and to destroy them, 
either before or during their embaikation. And some other corpus 
followed those divisions, to support them. 

Although the Enemy had hitherto been completely frustrated, yet a 
multitude of severe distresses were now accumulating upon the British, 
which the prudence of their Leader could not avert. Deluges of cold 
Tain fell, chilling and drenching the soldiers, who were wading in bad 
roads deep with mud. It was often difficult to procure shelter wheQ 
they halted ; or fuel to dry their clothes, or to dress their food. The 
provisions were often scanty, and irregularly procured; for the baggage. 



Digitized by 



Google 



187 

Auigazlnes, and stores^ were transported on carts, drawn chiefiy by 
Spanish mules and bullocks ; but the drivers, terrified by the approach 
and attacks of the French cavalry, often ran away in the night* 
time, leaving their waggons ; persuaded, that if tliey fell into the 
hands of the French they should be massacred. Tlie bullocks and 
mules, unfortunately, could not be made to move, except by the 
native drivei^. Thus provisions and stores were frequently obliged 
to- be destroyed, to prevent their falling into the possession of the 
Enemy; and the weak, the sick^ and the wounded, were ueces^ 
sarily left behind. 

Truth makes it necessary to mention, that the inhabitants of Spain 
gave little aid to their persevering Allies, who were encountering every 
evil for them, and made no attempt to annoy, or to retard the 
Enemy. Had the armed Spaniards harassed the flanks and rear 
of the French Army, they mighty with little danger to themselves, 
have retarded their advance, and diminished their numbers ; instead 
of which, they never fired a musket at a Frenchman ; and often fled 
fi-om their houses at the approach of the English; barring their doors, 
and carrying off mules, carts, oxen, forage, and provisions ; in short, 
whatever could lessen the distresses, or contribute to the comfort 
of their friends. This conduct on the part of the Spaniards excited 
much animosity in the breasts of the English^ and was the cause of 
many disorders. But I have no doubt that the passive conduct of 
ihe peasantry was owing to their rulers never organising them, nor 
leading them forward. Sir John Moore always entertained this opi- 
nion. In his Journal and letters he praises the people^ and depre- 
cates the apathy and weakness of their Chiefs ; for he was not aware 
that there were traitors among them, who paralysed the Nation. 

It has been mentioned, that, on the 1st of January, the General 
found the little town of Bembydre filled with stragglers of the pre^ 
ceding divisions. And when he marched with the reseiive and the 
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cavalry to Villafranca on the morning of the 2nd, he left Colonel 
Ross with the 20th regiment, and a small detachment of cavalry, to 
cover the town, while parties were sent to wBxn the stragglers, 
amounting to near a thousand men, of their danger, and to drive 
them, if possible, out of the houses. Some few were prevailed upon 
to move on ; but neither threats, nor the approach of the Enemy^ 
could induce the greater number to quit the houses. At length the 
rear-guard was compelled to march and leave these senseless people to 
their fete : yet a small detachment of cavalry covered the whole, and 
only quitted the town on the approach of the Enemy : then, from 
the immediate danger, the road was filled with Spanish and British 
stragglers (armed and unarmed), mules, carts, women and children, 
all mingled in strange confusion. 

Four or five squadrons of French Cavalry were seen moving from 
Bembydre, their advanced-guard firing at a patrole of the 15th Hus- 
sars. On their approach the detachment in the rear was compelled 
to retire, and were closely pursued for several miles. As the French 
dragoons galloped through the long line of stragglers, they slashed 
them with their swords mercilessly to the right and left : and these 
men were so insensible from liquor, as neither to make resistance nor 
get out of the road. The pursuit continued till checked by Greneral 
Paget with the reserve, who repulsed them. 

The reserve halted at Cacabelos, and the greatest part of the cavalry 
at Villafranca. On arriving at this town the General heard with 
vexation, that great irregularities had also been committed there by 
the preceding divisions. The Commissaries reported that the Maga- 
zines had been plundered, stores of wine had been broke open, and a 
great quantity of forage and provisions spoiled. One man who was 
detected in committing these atrocities was made an example of, in 
the hope of preventing such crimes in future : and, to convince the 
soldiers of the miserable consequences of their drunkenness, and of 
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quitting their corps, some of those stragglers who had been shockingly 
mangled by the cavalry, were shewn through the ranks. Thus every 
measure was adopted that prudence could devise, to put a stop to this 
bad conduct. 

On the 3rd of January four or five thousand French cavalry were 
seen (at one o'clock in the forenoon) advancing cautiously within a 
league of Cacabelos. The 95th and a detachment of British cavalry 
occupied a hill about half a league in front of the town, through 
which a shallow river ran, and part of the reserve was posted on the 
opposite bank. 

Sir John Moore commanded the 95th to retire through the town 
and over a l)ridge. But while the two rear companies were passing 
along a narrow street, the cavalry piquet retreated precipitately 
through them, and the Enemy's cavalry pursued so closely that some 
few soldiers of the 95th were made prisoners. The Bnemy's dis- 
mounted chasseurs immediately advanced rapidly, ax>ssed the river in 
great force, and attacked the 95th, the cavalry joining in the onset. 

The 95th were directed to retreat up some hilb among vineyards ; 
which they did slowly in a very gallant manner, galling the Enemy 
with a well-aimed fire from their rifles. 

The French cavalry charged up the road, but were driven back 
with considerable slaughter by the 95th. General G)lbert, who 
commanded the advanced*guard of the French, was among the slain.. 

A large column of the Enemy was next observed descending the 
hiU on the opposite side of the river. Immediately the artillery at- 
tached to the reserve opened upon this column a severe fire, which 
stopped their movement. In this attack the Enemy suffered much. 
Sir John Moore towards the evening withdrew the reserve to Villa- 
franca ; and being aware that the greater part of the Enemy's army 
were very near, he resolved to make a night march to Herrerias. 
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The country now being inclosed and mountainous, the cavalry were 
sent on before to Lugo ; the reserve did not quit ViUafranca till ten 
o'clock at night, and arrived at Herrerias at midnight. 

The General here received a favourable description of the ground 
in front of Lugo ; and as he perceived that the Enemy were pressing 
hard upon him, he conceived that it would be more advantageous to 
fight them there, than to su£Per his troops to be ccmtinually harassed 
on the march. 

He therefore came to the determination to offer battle at Lugo ; and 
wrote dispatches to Sir David, who was far in front, to halt there. 
He inclosed in the packet letters to be forwarded, with similar orders, 
to Genends Hope and Fraser, who commanded the advanced divisions* 

This dispatch being of the utmost importance. Sir John Moore sent 
,it by his Aid-de-Camp (Captain Napier), accompanied by an orderly 
di-agoon. Capt, Napier reached Nogales, and delivered it with the 
inclosures to Sir David Baird, who forwarded them to the respective 
officers. The orderly dragoon who was entrusted with these last let- 
ters got drunk on the road, and lost them. 

By this unlucky accident General Fraser, with his division, pro- 
ceeded a full day's journey towards Vigo, the original destination, 
and was countermarched next day. The weather was dreadful ; so 
that this division, instead of comfortably resting these two days at 
Lugo, as was intended, were excessively harassed^ and lost many 
men from fatigue. 

Accounts were this day (January 4th) received from Engineers, 
and others, respecting Vigo and Corunna. The report respect- 
ing the peninsula of Betanzos was the most favourable ; and as 
Vigo was three long marches more distant, Sir John Moore deter- 
mined to retreat towards Corunna, in preference to Vigo. He sent 
off immediately two expresses, by different routes, to Rear-Admi- 
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ral Sir Samuel Hood, to request he would send round the transports 
to Corunna. To this place letters w^^ likewise sent^ that provisions 
might be forwarded, and preparations made for the reception of the 
troops. 

WhUe the reserve were marching towards Nogales, they found 
between thirty and forty waggons with stores for the Marquis of Ro- 
mana's army. These waggons were filled with armd, ammunition, 
shoes, and clothing from England : for by the arrangement that the 
Spaniards observed, their army was left destitute of every necessary, 
and abundant supplies were now moving on the road — precisely at 
the time the French were advancing. No stronger presumptive proof 
could be brought of treason having deeply pervaded the Spanish 
councils. 

There were no means of carrying back these stores : some of the 
shoes, and such things as could be made use of, were distributed to 
the troops as they passed, and the rest were destroyed. 

On a hill above Nogales there were some artillery waggons be- 
longing to the Spaniards which had been abandoned : and two sol- 
diers and a woman, who had drunk to excess, were lying dead in the 
snow. This was a shocking scene. The reserve reached Nogales in 
the afternoon, and here Sir John learnt the provoking loss of his dis- 
patch, and the march of General Fraser^s division on the Vigo road. 

On the morning of the 5th of January the reserve left Nogales ; 
the Enemy entering the town soon after the rear quitted it. There 
was a bridge here, which for want of a sufficiency of proper tools was 
not completely destroyed ; but this was of little importance as the 
river was fordable. There were some Officers who criticised, occa- 
sionally, the operations that were adopted, in a manner injurious to 
the service ; and this subject of blowing up bridges was one of those 
upon which they chiefly dwelt. General^ Paget at length mentioned, 
this to Sir John Moore, and pressed him to destroy more bridges. 
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Sir John, in answer, requested him to look around and examine 
with him more particularly the nature of the rivers over which these 
bridges were thrown. He pointed out to him, that both infantry 
and cavalry could usually pass a little above or below the bridge ; 
and that the obstruction to artillery would be quickly repaired by an 
army constituted like the French. That it must likewise be recol- 
lected, that the destruction of these strong bridges could not be soon 
effected ; and that the troops must halt during that time. So that 
when this loss was deducted, it would be found that the advantage was 
much less considerable than was imagined. Whenever any important 
advantage could arise from blowing up a bridge, he thought it cer- 
tainly should be done : but he was persuaded that General Paget 
would agree with him, that wheii the advantage was less, it was a 
cruel measure to do such lasting mischief to those allies we came to 
benefit, as to ruin, for a length of time, the communications of their 
country. 

This was the defence that Sir John Moore made, for what some, 
perhaps, thought a neglect; but which increased Greneral Paget's 
esteem for his friend and commander. ' 

The Rifle Corps, which always marched with the reserve, covered 
the rear ; and the Enemy being close at hand it was engaged nearly 
the whole of this day. In such circumstances it was impossible to 
suffer any thing to retard the march of the column : whatever could 
not keep up was therefore destroyed. 

There were even two carts with dollars to the amount of five and 
twenty thousand pounds, which fell behind. This money had been 
brought forward from Corunna with Sir David Baird's corps, and 
ws,s under the charge, of Mr. Courtney belonging to the Paymaster- 
general's department. The means provided for its conveyance were 
insufficient ; for the carts were drawn by tardy bullocks who were 
quite exliausted by fatigue, and could not be got on. After every 
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effort had been made in vain^ the casks were at length rolled down 
a precipice on the side of the road, and the advanced-guard of the 
French passed the place in five minutes afterwards. It was afterwards 
learnt by some prisoners, that this money was found by the Spanish 
peasants. 

There is a hill above Constantino, and the General feared that in 
descending the column would be severely annoyed. To protect it he 
halted the Rifle Corps and Horse Artillery at the top of the hill ; and 
as the road was winding aiid exposed, their position was good. In 
the mean time the remainder of the reserve retired over the hill. 
The Enemy perceiving that if they advanced they would be saluted 
with the guns, halted their column for more than half an hour behind 
another hill : and, as soon as the rear of the reserve had nearly reached 
the bridge of Constantino, and were in safety, the Artillery and Rifle 
Corps suddenly retired also, and the whole passed over without loss. 

Upon this occasion the Enemy acted with excess of caution, but 
afterwards poured down the hill. General Paget was then ordered to 
defend the bridge and the banks of the river, with the 28th and 
95th ; while Sir John Moore drew up the 52nd, 20th, and 91st regi- 
ments on a strong position on the top of a hill near the river : the 
Horse-artillery were likewise well posted. This position was hardly 
taken when the attack commenced. The Enemy's cavalry and dis- 
mounted chasseurs attempted to pass the bridge, but the well-directed 
fire of the artillery and of the rear-guard drove them qtuckly back. 
They repeatedly advanced, for the skirmishing continued till night, 
the Enemy's numbers always augmenting ; but General Paget msdu- 
tained the bridge, and preserved his position. 

At eleven at night General Paget received orders to retire to Lugo, 
while the remainder of the reserve were under arms to protect him. 
The reserve were much fatigued by their exertions, and were quartered 
near Lugo. The following Order was issued next day. 
^ c c 
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" General Obdersw 

^' Head Suarters, iMgo^ 6ih January, 1809. 






Generals and Commanding Officers c^ Corps must be a» 
senidble as the Commander of the Forces^ x>f the <x>mplete ^Ksm^ga- 
^^ nidation of the army. 

" The advanced*guard of the French is already close to us, and it 
^^ is to be presumed that the main body is not far distant ; an action 
•* may, therefore, be hourly expected. If the Generals and Command* 
♦* ing Officers of Regiments (feeling for the honour of their country 
^^ and dF the Britii^ arms) ^ish to give the army a fair chance of 
^^ success, they will exert themselves to restore order and discipline in 
'^ the regiments, brigades, and divisions which they OHnmand. 
. " The Commander of the Forces is tired of giving Orders which 
<^ are never attended to : he therefore appeals to the honour and feel** 
^^ ings c^ the Army he commands ; and if those are not sufficient to 
^* induce them to do their duty, he must despair of succeeding by any 
^^ ether means. He was forced to order one soldier to be shot at 
^^ ViUafranca, and he will order all others to be executed who are 
guilty of similar enormities : but he considers that there would be 
no occasion to proceed to such extremities if the Officers did their 
duty ; as it is chiefly from their ne^igence, and from the want of 
'^ preper regulations in the r^ments, that crimes and irregularities 
^* are committed, in quarters and upon the march.'^ 

The remarks in this Order are extremely severe : but this was not a 
moment to employ flattery. It was undoubtedly right to adopt what* 
ever measure would succeed best to restore order ; and it was expected 
that the appeal to the kommr of the Officers was most likely to stimu- 
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late them to make evwy eserdon. Ncnr was the Commander dis- 
appointed. 

On examining the groond near Lugo, apoeition was fiwnd on which 
he would have been happy to have engaged. The Boemy iqppeared 
about mid-day, bnt nothing aerious occurred* 

Next morning (January 7th) the French planted four pieces of ar- 
tillery on the front of the British, and commenced a cannonade. The 
fire was returned by the British Artillery, which dismounted one of 
the Enemy's guns. Towards the evening some French regiments 
attacked the right of the British, and were chiefly opposed by the 
Guards and General Lieith's brigade. 

Sir John Moore then observed the Enemy moving to his left^ his 
light troops skirmishing with the piquets. He conceived that the 
principal attack would be made on that point, and the proper orders 
were immediately given. 

The divisions were all at their posts^ and he gallopped to the spot 

A part of the 76th regiment at first retired before a strong eolumn 
of the Enemy^ at the head of which was their much-esteemed 2nd 
light infantry battalion^ which advanced rapidly. 

The General^ by accident, found himself in front of the 51st regi« 
ment, in which he had served as an Ensign. He addressed them in 
an anioa^ted tone^ and commanded them to advance : when the light 
company of the 7^^^ rcnhed forward with chavged bayonets^ and 
drove the Enemy down the hill with considerable loaa. 

In this* sharp skiroiish Captain Roberta of the 51st was shot in tlft» 
hand^ but before the Frenchman could recover his nrasket he was 
transfixed by a soldier of the 76th named Canner. This brave fellow 
bayoneted two other Frenchmen, and was rewarded by promotion. 

The Genera], having witnessed this gallant attack^ bestowed de- 
served praises upcHi the *l6ih. 
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The Enemy afbr this repulse retnmed no more : and Sir Joho 
thence conjectured that Marshal Soult's design had been to recon-^ 
nmtre his position^ previously to an attack which he , expected to be 
made next morning* 

To prepare and animate the army he threw out this Order : 

*^ General Orders. 

« Near Lugo^ 7th Jumumfy 1 809. 
" The Army must see that the moment is now come 
** when, after the hardships and fatiguing marches they have under- 
^* gone, they will have the opportunity of bringing the Enemy to ac- 
^* tion. The G>mmander of the Forces has the most perfect confi- 
^* dence in their valour, and that it is only necessary io bring them to 
*^ close contact with the Enemy in order to defeat them ; and a defeat, 
** if it be complete, as he trusts it wiU be, will, in a great measure, 
^* end their labours. 

" The General has no other caution to give them, than not to 
^^ throw away their fire at the Enemy's skirmishers, merely because 
^* they fire at them ; but to reserve it till they can give it with effect/' 

The General had received certain intelligence that three <fivisions 
of the French army were now in his front ; which, though a force con* 
siderably superiw to his own, he wished to engage. He knew he 
could not get rid of them, and he conceived it more advantageous to 
fight in his present position, than either at Betanzos or in the act of 
embarking. 

The artillery, under the excellent direction of Colonel Harding, 
was drawn into the field with great labour, and judiciously planted. 
The preparations for the reception of the Enemy continued till night. 
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It 18 proper now to mobI to Hie reader's reocdkctron^ the pbaitive 
assfdraace givea by the Central Junta to Sir John Moore, on the 8thi 
ci December, that in a mondi 44,000 Spanish soldiers should be 
luiited toiiis army. And to stamp this enga^meht with complete 
validity, th^ deputed a Member oi the Junta to- confirm it *. 

Mr. Frere, being determined that every thing should be done ta 
give ^full authority to this mission, and to convince the General that 
implicit relxance ought to be placed <m the Spanish Declaration, de^ 
puted also Chasrles Stuart, Esq^^ the diplomatic agent, to introduce 
the Spanish Deputy, and to present Mr. Fcere's letter from Truxillo.^ 
It appean from that letter that Mr. Frere stifled his feetidgs to avoid 
giving offencC' to Sir John Moore,' but' thought proper to mention to* 
him, that, if he persisted in his own measures, he would bring inde-^ 
lible disgrace upon his Country, and do the utmost possible mischief to 
the cause of Spain, exclusive of attacking the Spanish army. 

It was hardly possible to doubt the fulfilment of an engagement 
voluntarily contracted by the Spanish Government,, confirmed by 
the British Minister, and presented with so much sdiemnity. But 
the month was now expired, and not a Spanish soldier was to be 
seen. The British army had been followed and assailed by all 
the dii^posable French army, and was totally abandoned by the 
Spaniards ; who neither united with them, according to their own 
stipulation, nor had a single Spanish Corps advanced to attack, or 
even to threaten the French posts, naw weakened by the absence -of 
their army. 

Thus was Sir John Moore again deceived by a mission from 
the Spanish Government and the British Minister; and his de- 
voted, troopis had nothing to trust to but their arms, and their 
General. 

* Vide page 13€ to 14U 



Digitized by 



Google 



Ida 

Barly in the moraii^cf the 8th cfJan«aiy die army. WMmacsbalfed 
ia array^ and ofiered hatde to the Eneiay. The Conmandcr rode 
through the ranks, and had 4ha pleaanra of finding that, in oonse^ 
quenoe of the Orders he had iaaaedt o£ the exertions of the officers^ 
and^ above all, of the hc^poa of an miction, regnhrity waa rettoved* 
The artillery, cavalry, and reMrve, who had been ao often ei^aged^ 
were envied by the other diviaionsji \iiio wished a)so to have their 
share of fighting. When the Genesal peraeived that die traops were 
obedient to oomnumd^ and Isfl of confidence, he waa satiafied, and 
longed for the advance of die Bneny« . 

But MatshalSonlfcatirred not from his post. Hehadnowexpeneneed 
the talents of the General^ and the intrepidity c£ the troops he had 
to encounter. 

From this bsekwiiidneas it was eoncloded^ that his intention was 
to harass the British as muqh as possible during, (heir naroh, and 
to defer hi^ attack till the embarkation. 

On the other hand the Bntish Commander perceived, that it 
would be equally imprudent for him to attack the stroi^ poskion of 
the French, or to resaain longer in his owu. 

If he advanced, Marshal Soult was posted on formidable heights^ 
protected by enclosures, and could not he approached widiout great 
loss. He might engage pardally, and retire when he pleased: if 
sneh an attaok foiled, the army waa undone ; and even if it suoceeded, 
the -situation of the British wouU only be rendered worse ; for rdb- 
forcements would soon join the Enemy ; the retreat must be resnned, 
and every wounded man left behind. 

It was also deemed impossible to remain in their present positSon ; 
for- the numbers of the French would so<m become too great to he 
withstood ; or they might push on corps on either flank by the lateral 
roads, cut off the communication with the coast, and surround the 
British. But, even if tbiese dangers could have been hazarded, it 
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impoBftible to remain two days, froda the want of proti^ions. 
Hie ooimtry could furnish nothing itiore, and adequate xoeails for 
conveying supplies froix} Comnna were waBting. The Comtftissariat' 
was by no means on a scale for such measures^ and the British 
wmy was too weak to guard the controys. 

To retreat to the coast was, therefiHiey indispensable ; and to ayotd 
the annoyaiice of attadks on the rear-guard^ and to elude the Bnemy^ 
liie General resolved to march otflTthat night 

The different brigades were dbected to quit the ground at te^ 
o^dock at night, leaving fires bumii^ to deceive the Emmy. But^ 
owhig to the darkness of ^ nighty tlie badftess of the roadu^ and 
misfcakes of the guides, some of the CG^umiis £d not reach the wa]l# 
of Lugo till two o'clock in the morning. They, however, proceeded^ 
though it rained the whole night, and the following day. 

Bef<N« the reserve left Lugo the General pubUshed another wam^ 
ing, to repress the irregularities of the march. 



^ General OBSf£Rs. 

** Head Suarters, Lugo, 9thJamia)y, 1809. 



u 



It is evident that the Enemy will not fight this 
^^ Army^ notwithstanding the superiority of his numbers ; bat wUl 
^ endeavour to harass and tease it upoD its march. 

** The CoHimander of the Forces requests that it may be carefully 
^ expfaioed to the Soldiers, that their safety depends solely upon 
^^ thebr keeping their divisions, aixl marching with their regiments ; 
*^ thai those who stop in vill^es, or straggle on the march^ will 
^ inevitabiy be cot oiF by the Frendi cavalry; who have hitherto 
^^ shewn little mercy even to the feeUe and infirm, who have fiiHen 
^* into their hands^ 
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*^ The army has still eleven leagues to march^ the soldiers imist 
*^ make an exertion to accomplish them ; the rear-guard cannot stop, 
^ and those who fall behind must taske tlieir fate.*' 

Unfortunately, no attempt to preserve regularity on the mardi 
wafl altogether effectual. The corps in which there was the least 
straggling were^ the Artillery, the Guards^ and the Reserve. The 
Artillery consist of peculiarly well-behaved men ; the Guards weie 
the strongest body of men in the army^ and consequently suffered least 
from fettigue : besides, they are strictly disciplined, and their non* 
comn^issioned officers are excellent. The Reserve was commanded by 
an indefetigable Officer, and the regiments that composed it were 
admirable. 

On this day's march the first halt was at Valmeda; and, as 
there was no shelter, they were obliged to remain exposed to a 
torrent of rain. The different columns were ordered to be again 
under arms early in the evening ; but many of the regiments had 
been severely harassed, by being called out by their commanding 
officers, on false alarms. The fatigue sustained and the hardships 
suffered were very great, and scarcely to be endured by the weak. 
Sore feet afflicted many, and rendered it impossible for them to keep 
their ranks ; but others left them from the love of wine, and perhaps 
from .worse motives. 

Marshal Soult was, however, able to take little advantage of these 
iuocumstances. The mortifying checks he had received on the 5th and 
7th of January, and the menacing attitude of the Army on tke 8tlr, 
had alarmed him ; and, by the sudden retreat of the British, so muck 
ground was gained, that he was completely baffled. For the French 
did not .discover the retreat till long after day-light; and tibeh: 
cavalry .<wece not prepared to leave Lugo till after nine is tht 
morning of the 9th. ' 
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' Diis gave^muck time^ and the only difficulty was tbe protection 
of the loiterers. The advanced^guard of the Enemy at length came 
up in the evening, and hung upon the rear. And Gen^ial Paget, 
with the reserve, was ordered to take up a position, for the protec- 
tion of the stragglers, some miles from Betanzos, where he remained 
all night. 

It was found preferable that the soldiers should endure the cold 
l[nd rain of a severe night, rather than be exposed to the irresistible 
temptation of the wine-houses in the town. The other divisions of 
the army were quartered in Betanzos. 

So much fatigue had been endured, in the march from Lugo, that 
S5r John Moore halted, on the 10th, to give the toldiers repose. 
He there published a fresh Order, being unwearied in exertions 
to dimniish the irregularities, though he could not entirely restore 
discipline. 



<i 



General Orders. 



i( 



^^ Head 2uarter$y Betanzos j lOth Jan* IS09. 

A GREAT deal of irregularity has arisen from the 
" practice of some Commanding Officers allowing Soldiers, who pre-* 
" tend to be bad marchers, to precede their corps. Men of this 
" description, whom commanding officers may think expedient to 
** send forward, must be placed under an officer, who is held respon- 
** sible for their conduct. 

CMemorandumfor General Officers!) 



a 






To prevent the renewal of the same Scene which the march of 
last night presented, the Commander of the i^orces directs that, 
previously to the march to-morrow morning, the General Qffieers 
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will see their divisions and brigades properly formed ; <)iat they 
wheel them by sections ; and that, during the march, they pay 
constant attention to the preservation of that order/' 



A letter Was received on the 11th of January from Mr. Frere, who 
was endeavouring to be of use. 

Mr. Frere to Sir John Moore. 

" SIR, Seville, Dec. 2Sth^ at night, 1808.*' 

^^ The inclosed intelligence appears to me of such 
i^ importahcfe, that, though I should hope that there could be little 
doubt of your having already received it from other quarters, I 
have thought it right to send oflF a courier with it, with the pro- 
mise of a reward in proportion to his dispatch. 

There is nothing in the state of things here which can make it 
worth while to detain him. I am endeavouring to persuade the 
'^ Go¥emment to take some steps for securing the great towns in 
" this province, instead of relying upon the defence of military posi- 
" tions, with peasants dressed in uniform. There are 10,000 in 
** Despena Penos; of whom 6000 only are armed. You will see that 
" the siege of Barcelona has been raised. The beaten army have, 
*^ however, re-assembled at a very short distance. 

^^ In La Mancha there seems to be a beginning of something like 
enterprize, and a disposition to worry the Enemy as far as is in 
their power. I am not yet able to make any report upon the sub- 
ject of the dispatches of the 10th, from Lord Castlereagh's OflBce. 
^^ Orders are sent, as you desire, to the Juntas of Ciudad Rodrigo, 
^^ Salamanca, snd Zamora, for putting those towns in a state <^ 
** ttoiporary defeat^, and aiming the inhabitants. 
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^^ I have proposed (I hope with your approbation) that the same 
'^ measure should be extended to Toro, and even to Astorga. 

" Believe me, with great truth and respect, 

" Sir, ' 

" Your most obedient hupible servant, 

" J. H. FREkB;' 

Here we perceive Mr. Frere striving, a little too late, to check 
l!ie progress of the Enemy, by fortifying the provincial towns, and 
by raising up the formidable obstacles which he described in such 
energetic terms in his letter from Merida. He expected, I suppose, 
that this plan would now be realized. Salamanca, Zamora, Toro, 
and Astorga, are to be surrounded with bulwarks ; and not to be 
oveircome by the French but at the price of their blood. For 
Mr. Frere had certainly foi^otten he was in Spain in the nineteenth 
century ; and, by a poetical flight, had transported himself to Greece 
during the invasion of Xerxes. When he awakened from this trance, 
he must have been astonished to learn that not one of these towns 
ever made the least shew of resistance, but most servilely opened 
their g^tes, and the inhabitants bowed their heads, at the approach 
of the first French patrole. 

To give a just idea of the real state of the country, we' shall tran- 
scribe a passage of a letter from a very sensible Officer of Engineers, 
who was sent by Sir John Moore to survey the roads in Carabria^ 
and to endeavour to rouse up the people there to make an effort. The 
letter is a Report to the General from the Capital of the district, 
dated La Puebla, Ist January 1809. 

^^ With respect to the defence of this place, which I am instructed 
to promote, I can give your Excellency^ no reason to expect that 
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4^ auyv^ill be maide. " There is no artillery, no gamacm, nor aonqs 
<* for the townsmen. The Spanish soldiers now here, (about 700) 
" are merely on their way to the Marquis de la Romana ; and as to 
^' any neighbouring passes, there are no people whom I can call 
" upon to occupy them, pr should expect to defend them, however 
*^ naturally strong they may be ; for I see no people who are think- 
" ing of the Enemy^s advance with any sentiments beyond passive 
" dishke, and hopes of protection from God and the English Army/' 

This is a natural description of the dispositions of the Spaniardai 
from an observing man. 

On the 11th of January the Army marched from Betanzos, which 
was the last day's journey. There was a bridge at the outside of the 
town, which was attempted to be blown up. The Enemy's cavalry 
tried to interrupt this ; but they were driven back by the 28th re- 
giment • 

Sir John Moore, being anxious to examine the positions near 
Corunna, left the Reserve under General Paget, and proceeded from 
Betanzos with the main body of the Army. He passed every regi- 
ment, and addressed the Commanding Officer of each ; observing to 
them, that there was no particular post for a Commanding Officer, 
who ought to range on the front, flank, and rear of his regiment ; 
that his eye should be every where ; and that all straggling should 
be prevented by the activity of the. Officers. 

This march was conducted with much more regularity than on 
former occasions ; yet eight or nine stragglers were detected, who 
had preceded the column, and had taken possession of a house, and 
the wine contained in it. They were seized;, and brought prisoneil9 
to the General : on which he halted the Army ; and the Command- 
ing Officers of the regiments, and the Captains of the companies, to 
which the prisoners belonged,, were sent for. Their haversacks were 
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searched, ±6 discover if they contained plunder; and he enquii^ed bow 
long the men had been absent from their regiments. 

An Officer replied to Sir John, that one of the prisoners, not being 
able to march with the column, had b^en sent on before, according 
to the General's Orders. 

Sir John answered, ** that when he gave out Orders he considered 
^^ that he addressed them to Military men ; for, were he to write 
«* every detail, no Orderly Book could contain them ; that the man- 
ner of obeying such an Order was, to form up such men as were 
unable to march wkh the regiment, and place them under the 
'^ charge ofanofEcer or a non-commissioned officer; but, undoubtedly, 
they should not have been sent by themselves, to follow their own 
^^ discretion. Sir,'* continued he, " had I found plunder in the pos- 
^^ session of this man, he must have been condemned to death ; and 
^^ you would have been the cause of his guilt/' 

Sir John rode on to Corunna, and viewed all the positions in the 
neighbourhood. The Guards and Greneral Eraser's brigade were 
quartered in the town; Geneiral Hope's division in the suburbs ; and 
General Paget, with the reserve, at El-Burgo, near the bridge of 
the Mero, and in the villages on the St. Jago road. 

This bridge was destroyed ; and it was thought proper to destroy 
another, higher up the river ; but, by an unfortunate accident, the 
superintending Officer of Engineers lost his life by the explosion of 
the mine. 

The Army had now reached the sea-port from which they were 
to embark ; but adverse winds had detained the transports, or the 
whole would have been quickly on board in safety. Only a few ships 
lay in the harbour; in which some «idk men, and some eltragglers^ 
who preceded the Army, calling themselves sick, immediately 
embarked. 
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The British Army thus arrived at Corunna entire and unbroken j 
and, in a military point of view, the operation was successful and 
splendid. Nearly 7^,000 Frenchmen, led by Buonaparte, witli a 
great superiority of cavalry, had endeavoured in vain to surround or 
to rout 26,000 British. Two' hundred and fifty miles of country had 
been travereed ; mountains, defiles, and rivers, had been crossed, in 
daily contact with their Enemy. Though often engaged, even their 
rear-guard was never beaten, nor thrown into confusion; but was 
victorious in every encounter. 

Much baggage undoubtedly was lost, and some three-pounders 
were abandoned ; but nothing was taken by force. What was left 
was owing to the death of waggon-horses and. mules, and not to their 
escort ever being defeated. The courage and menacing attitude 
maintained by the cavalry and reserve were sufficient always to repel 
and overawe the advanced guard of the Enemy ; and at Lugo battle 
was offered by this handful of British to three divisions of 'French, 
commanded by their Marshals. This challenge was declined ; and 
the impression it made enabled the British to terminate their march 
almost undisturbed. 

In fine, neither Napoleon nor the Duke of Dalmatia won a piece 
of artillery, a standard, or a single military trophy, from the British 
Army. 

The greatest danger was still to be incurred : the position at 
Corunna was found to be extremely bad, the transports were not 
arrived, and the Enemy were appearing on the heights. Some ex- 
perienced General Officers, of excellent judgment and distinguished 
valour, were. so impressed with the melancholy aspect of affairs, as 
to consider the state of the Army almost desperate. They 
thought it their duty to represent to the Commander of the Forces 
the little probability there was of being able to resist the attacks 
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c^ an Enemy cannonading and pouring upon them from the hiUs^ 
while they were waiting for shipping. And even should the trans- 
ports aiiiire^ to embark in the face of a superior Enemy could not be 
accomplished without an enormous loss* From these considerations 
they counselled Sir John Moore to send to the Duke of Dalmatia^ 
and propose to enter into terms with him^ to permit the British army 
to embark unmolested. 

Sir John Moore, without a moment's hesitation, rejected this advice. 

It has excited a natural surprize, why the British army did not retire 
upon Ferrol, and endeavour to save, at least, the Spanish Fleet from 
falling into the hands of the French? Unfortunately, there was not 
sufficient mutual cordiality between the two nations to admit of such a 
measure. It was well known that the Spaniards would not admit the 
British within the gates of Ferrol, nor into any other Naval arsenal. 
This put it out of the question. But, had the Spaniards been better 
disposed, the harbour of Ferrol is so winding, and commanded by such 
high grounds, that the transports could never have got out. 

The French were seen next morning (January 12) moving in force 
on the opposite side of the river Mero. They took up a position near 
the village Perillo on the left flank, and occupied the houses along 
the river : while Sir John was incessantly occupied in preparing for 
the defence of his post, and making every arrangement for the em* 
barkation of the troops. The Generals, and every Officer of the 
army, were now in full exertion to restore discipline and regularity to 
the troops, which were receiving such refreshments as could be pro- 
cured in that place, and some repose from their toils. 

On the 13th of January Sir David Baird marched out of Corunna 
virith his division^ to occupy the position on the swelling grounds, 
and to remain out all night. 

Sir John now completed his examination of every plot of ground iu 
the neighbourhood. 
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Had the army consisted pf double its force^ by occupying the range 
of hills situated about four miles firom Corunna, they could have de« 
fended themselves against very superior numbers. But this position 
was found much too extensive ; for the right and left flanks must 
have been exposed to be turned ; and the Enemy could have pene- 
trated to Corunna, especially by the right flank. The possession of 
these high hills was therefore obliged to be given up to the Enemy ; 
and the British were under the necessity of occupying a second range 
of much inferior heights. Disadvantageous as this position was, 
it was preferable to leaving it also to the Enemy, and contracting 
the posts close round the town. For, had that been done, the Enemy 
would have approached so near the shore that every movement would 
have been seen, and the embarkation would have been rendered quite 
impossible. 

Sir John Moore therefore determined, that one division under Ge- 
neral Hope should occupy a hill on the left, which commanded the 
road to Betanzos, but the height of which decreased gradually to- 
wards the village of Elvina, taking a curved direction. Sir David 
Baird's division commenced at this village ; and, bending to the right; 
the whole formed nearly a semicircle. The rifle corps on the right 
of Sir David Baird formed a chain across a valley, and communicated 
with General Eraser s division, which was drawn up near the road to 
Vigo, and about half a mile from Coruiina. The reserve under Major- 
Geiieral Paget occupied a village on the Betanzos road, about half a 
mile in the rear of General Hope. 

Sir John Moore had been on horseback from day-break to make 
every arrangement for battle. He returned about eleven in the fore- 
noon, exhausted with fatigue, and sent for Brigadier-General StuartJ 
and desired him to proceed to England, and explain to Ministers the 
situation of the army. 
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He said, a vessel would convey him, but he was so tired he was in- 
capable of writing ; but that General Stuart, being a competent Judge 
of every thing, required no letter. 

He then rested, and took some refreshment ; and, two hours after- 
wards, the vessel not being quite ready, nor General Stuart gone, he 
called for paper, and wrote off his last dispatch to Government *. 

On the 14th of January the Enemy commenced a cannonade on 
the left, near the road to E;|[-Burgo ; the British Artillery returned 
this fire with great effect, and at last compelled the Enemy to draw 
off their guns. 

There was found on a hill on the outside of the British posts a ma- 
gazine of 4000 barrels of gunpowder, which had been brought from 
England, and was uselessly left in store, while the Spanish armies 
were without ammunition. The General ordered that as many bar- 
rels as possible should be conveyed to Corunna, which, for want of 
carts and mules, was a small portion-, and that the rest should be 
blown up. The explosion was tremendous, and shook Corunna like 
an earthquake. 

In the evening the transports from Vigo hove in sight, which gave 
the troops the agreeable prospect of being again enabled to return to 
their native shore. 

January 16th the Enemy advanced to the height where the maga- 
zine had been blown up, and opposite to the position of the British. 

The rifle corps skirmished with the Enemy's light troops on the 
right. 

In the evening Colonel Mackenzie of the 5th, commanding the ad- 
vanced post on the left, perceived two of the Enemy's cannon not far 
distant. He imagined that by a sudden attack he might surprise 
them. He accordingly rushed forward gallantly with a part of his 

* Vide Appendix, TT. p. S6. 
££ 
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regiments but in crosang a fidtd this enterprising officer was shot, 
and the attack failed. 

In forming the disposition for action, Sir John found that ftosn the 
nature of the ground much artillery could not be employed. He di- 
rected that seven aix-pounders and one howitzer should he {placed 
^long the line ; and four Spanish guns were kept as a reserve, to be 
advanced to any point where they might he udeful. Tlie rest oi the 
artillery were all embarked this day* 

When the out-posts became quiet, d>e General was busily occupied 
with Colonel Murray, Quarter-Master General ; Lieutenant-Colonel 
Anderson ^, of the A^utant-General^s department ; and the Naval 
Officers, in making armngements for the ^nbarkation ; which was 
fixed for the next evening. Bat, both on this day and on the 14di, 
the sick, artillery, dismounted cavalry, and horses were incessantly 
embarking. 

Sir John Moore had this day the pleasure of receiving an€>ther 
letter from Mr. Frere, communicating the efforts he had made io 
check the advance of the French. 



Mr. Frere to Sir John 3foore. 

"^^SIRr Seville, Jm,2nd, 1809. 

^f Upon the receipt of your letter of the 23d, inform- 
" ing me of your march upon Carrion, I wrote to the Duke of Infan- 
" tado, who was at Cuenca .with a force superior to that which the 
** French had left in Madrid, urging him, in the most pressing man- 
" ner, to make a forward movement upon that capital. I left this 
" letter with the Junta, by whom it was agreed that corresponding 

* Brigadier-General Clinton, Adjutant-General, fell sick, and Lieutenant- Colo- 
nel Anderson acted in his sieacl 
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^^ utetracdom^ skeuld be ^tat to* tka DuIca by the Minister of War. 
^^ It was likewise agreed^ that similar orders dbould be forwardodl «k 
^' the same time to the Mai^is of Pitlacios. 

. ^^ I have the hon(>uar to transmit a e^j of them» whidai has beea 
^i since comm^iHcajted to Bie ; andy though I find them by no means. 
^^ so pressing as I could have wished awi expected^ I have still thought 
^^ thay were of duffieient iionportaaee to justify ray forwardiog thdm 
*^ to you. 

* ^^ I have the hoaour to be^ with great truth and respeet^ Sir^ 
^^ Your most obedient humble servant, 

'' J. H. FtLsae:' 

There is no letter of Mr. Frere's undeserving of attention ; this is 
distinguished by urbanity in the expression, and energy in the matter. 

It is here announced, that he has written to the Duke of Infiemtado 
to urge him to march towards Madrid. 

This was unqaeetionably done with the view of relieving the British 
army : for as Sir John Moore by threatening the conmiunications 
of Madrid had drawn upon himself the whole French force ; so Mr. 
Frere, by writing to the Duke of Infantado to threaten Madrid itself, 
might hope to recal part of that force fi:t>m the British army. 

But there was a material difference between the activity of Mr. 
Frere and Buonaparte, in their proceedings. For Buons^arte wa^ 
informed of the advance of the British on the 16th of December : on 
the 18th his troops were in motion, and on the 2nd of January he 
had reached Astorga, with above 65,000 men ; having marched 300 
miles to surround the British. 

Mr. Frere, on the other hand, got the same intelligence something 
sooner ; and on the 2nd of January, when Buonaparte had reached 
his destination, he wrote a letter to the Spanish Gieneral with a view 
to stop him. Mr. Frere's letter had certainly little influence in check- 
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iog the Emperor ; but it mi^t persuade the Secretary of State that 
he had done his utmost 

On the morning of the 16th of January the French posted on the 
hills were apparently quiet ; no firing was heard : and the prepara- 
tions for embarking the army being now completed, the General re- 
solved to accomplish it that night. 

• Orders were given that the transports should receive on board the 
troops of every corps^ as fast as the boats came along side. It was 
intended to sail to Vigo, and there shift the troops into their proper 



This last Order was then issued out. 



^^ General Orders. 



^^ Head Quarters^ Corunna, I6ih Januari/, 1809. 

" The Commander of the Forces directs that Com- 
*♦ manding Officers of Regiments will, as soon as possible after they 
^^ embark,' make themselves acquainted with the i^mes <rf the ships 
^* in which the men of their regiments are embarked, both ack and 
^* convalescent : and that they will make out the most correct states 
" of Aeir respective corps : that they will state the number of sick 
^^ present, also those left at different places : and mention at the back 
*^ of the return where the men returned on command are employed.'* 

About noon the General sent for Colonel Anderson, to communi- 
cate his final instructions respecting the embarkation. He directed 
that he must continue to send sick men, horses, and baggage aboard 
the ships as quickly as possible : but that he wished all the boats to be 
disengaged at four in the afternoon ; for he intended, if the French 
did not move, to begin embarking the reserve at that hour. And 
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that he would go out himn^lf, as soon as it was dark, to send in the 
troops by brigades in the order he wished them to embark. He con* 
tinned transacting business until a little after one o'clock, when his 
horse was brought. He then took leave of Colonel Anderson, say- 
ing, ^^ Remember, I depend upon your paying particular attention 
*^ to every thing that concerns the embarkation ; and let there be as 
^^ little confusion as possible." 

He mounted his horse in good spirits, and set off to visit the out- 
posts, and to explain his design to the Greneral Officers. 

He had not proceeded far on the road towards the position of the 
army, when he received a report firom General Hope, . " that the 
" £nemy's line were getting under arms ;" which was confirmed by 
a deserter who came in at that moment. Sir John expressed the 
highest satisfaction at this intelligence ; and only regretted that there 
would not be day*light enough to profit sufficiently from tiie advan- 
tages he anticipated as certain. 

He struck spurs into his horse, and flew to the field. The ad- 
vanced piquets were already beginning to fire at the Enemy's light 
troops, who were pouring rapidly down the hill on the right wing of 
the British. 

The army was drawn up in the order of battle he had planned three 
days before, and was filled with ardour. The General surveyed them 
witii pleasure ; and examined carefully tiie movements of the French 
columns. In a few minutes he dispatched ahnost all his Staff Officers 
with orders to the Generals at the different points. 

General Fraser, whose brigade was in the rear, ^^as commanded 
to move up, and take his position on the right ; and General Paget 
was ordered to advance with the reserve io support Lord William 
Bentinck. 

The Enemy now commenced a destructive cannonade from eleven 
heavy guns, advantageously planted on the hills. 
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Four stf 6ng columns of Freneh were sms flMlvit^ horn their p^* 
tion. One advanced from si wood, the <)dier skirted its edge ; and 
both were directed towards the right wmg^ wllidi was ^ weakest 
point 

A iMtA column ap^oaehed the centre; and the faarth w&ts ad- 
vancing slowly upon the Mt aloog the road from £l-Burgo. Be- 
sides these, there was a fif^ corps which weumtkeA half w»y down* 
the hill, towards the left. 

It was the opinion of Sir Jolm Moore, that 4h6 preMmie of i^ 
Chief in Command near to the point where the great struggle oecurs, 
is often most useful *. He probably thought it peculiarly i^quimfe 
to ^Uow this rule here, as the position of his right wing was had; 
and if the troops on that point gM^ way^ the rttn of the army was 
ifi^vitable. 

Lord William Bentinck*s brigade, consisting of three inconlpara'' 
ble regiments, the 4th, the 42d, and 5^h, maintained this danger* 
ous post. The Guards were in their rear ; and, to prevent the right 
being turned. Captain Napier was dispatched to desire Grenend Piiget 
to bring up tlie reserve to the right of Lord William Bemtinekr 

Sir David Baird leading on his division had his arm shattered with 
a grape shoi ; and was forced to leave the field. 

The French artillery plunged from the heights, and the two hostile 
lines of infantry mutually advanced, beneath a shower of balls. 

They w^re still separated from each other by stone walls and 
hedges, which intersected the ground : but as they closed it was per^ 
ceived that the French line extended beyond the right flank of the 

* Perhajls Sir John Moora learnt this doctrine from the practice of one of his 
Masters in the art of War, Sir Ralph Abercrombie, under whom he commanded 
the reserve in Egypt ; and though he possessed his full confidence, yet he told the 
author, that in the hottest fire he usually found Sir Ralph at his elbow. 
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Bntiak ; and a body of the Enemy were observed moving up the yal- 
ley to turn k. An order was instantly given, and the half of the 4tU 
Beglioent, which formed this flank^ fell back, refusing their right, 
and making an obtuse angle with the other half. In this position 
they commenced a h^avy flanking fire ; and the General^ watohing the 
manoeuvre, called out to them, " That was exactly what I wanted to 
'' be done/' 

He then rode up to the 50th regiment, commanded by Majoi^s 
Napier and Stanhope 3 who got over an indosure in their front, and 
charged most gallantly. The General, ever an admirer of valour, 
.exclaimed, " Well done the fiftieth! well-done, my Majors* !" They 
drove the Enemy out of the village of Elvina, with great slaughter- 
In this conflict Major Napier, advancing too far, was wounded in 
several places, and taken prisoner ; and Major Stanhope unfortunately 
received a mortal wound. 

Sir John Moore proceeded to the 42d, addressing them in these 
words, ^^ Highlanders, rememb^ Egypt." They rushed on, driving 
.^he "French before them, till they were stopped by a wall. Sir John 
accompanied them in this charge, and told the soldiers that he was 
" well pleased with their conduct.'* 

He sent Captain Hardinge to order up a battalion of Guards to the 
left flank of the Highlanders ; upon which the officer commanding 
■the light company conceived that, as their ammunition was yearly 
iexpenckd, they were to be relieved by the Guards, and began to fall 
•back ; but Sir John, discovering the mistake, said to them, ^^ My 
'^ brave 42d, join your comrades, ammunition is coming, and you have 
<*< your bayonets.'' They instantly obeyed, and a]l moved forward. 

* Sir John used this expression from having recommended them for the military 
rank they belcL The Honourable IMajor Stanhope was second son to Earl Stanhope^ 
and nephew to the late Mr. Pitt. The General entertained a sincere friendship for 
him. 
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Captain Hardinge now returned, to report that the Ghiards were 
advancing. While he was speaking, and pointing out the situation 
of the battalion, a hot fire was kept up, and the Enemy's artillery 
played incessantly on the spot. Sir John Moore was too conspicu- 
ous. A cannon-ball struck his left shoulder, and beat him to the 
ground. 

He raised himself, and sat up with an unaltered countenance, 
looking intently at the Highlanders, who were ^varmly engaged. 
Captain Hardinge threw himself from his horse, and took him by 
the hand ; then, observing his anxiety, he told him the 42d 
were advancing ; upon which his countenance immediately bright- 
ened. 

His friend Colonel Graham now dismounted, to assist him ; and, 
from the composure of his features, entertained hopes that he was 
not even wounded ; but, observing the horrid laceration and eflu- 
sion of blood, he rode oflF for surgeons. 

The General was carried from the field on a blanket, by a serjeant 
of the 42d, and some soldiers. On the way he ordered Captain 
Hardinge to report his wound to Greneral Hope, who assumed the 
command. 

Many of the soldiers knew that their two Chiefs were carried oflF, 
yet they continued the fight undaunted. 

General Paget, conformably to his orders, hastened to the right 
with the reserve. Colonel Beckwith dashed on with the rifle coqis, 
repelling the Enemy, and advancing on their flank. They pene- 
trated so far, as nearly to carry one of their cannon; but were at 
length forced to retire,' before a much superior corps, who were 
moving up the valley. General Paget attacked this corps with the 
52d, and some more of the reserve, and quickly repelled it. He 
pressed on to a great distance, dispersing every thing in his front ; 
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till the Enemy, perceiving their left wing quite exposed, drew it 
elrtirely back. 

The French then advanced upon the centre, where Generals 
Manningham and Leith successfully resisted their onset. The 
ground there being more elevated, and favourable for artillery, the 
guns were of great utility. An effort was likewise made on the left, 
which was very unavailing ; for the position on that side was strong. 
But a corps of French took possession of a village on the road to 
Betanzos, from which they continued to fire. On which Lieut.-Col. 
Nichols boldly attacked the village with some companies of the 14th, 
and beat out the Enemy with loss. 

Light now began to fail, and the French had fallen back on every 
point ; yet the roaring of cannon, and report of musketry, continued 
till dark. 

' The victory was complete, and gained under many disadvantages. 
The British had been much reduced by the multitude of sick, by the 
loss of stragglers, and by those employed in necessary duties j and 
General Craufurd's detachment was now at Vigo; so that not quite 
15,000 men were brought into the field. The French also were 
greatly diminished by the length of the march, the severity of the 
weather, and their losses in the various defeats they had previously 
sustained ; yet, according to the report of the prisoners, their three 
divisions amounted to full 20,000 men, and consisted, in part, of the 
same regiments which had capitulated in Portugal. Besides this* great 
superiority of numbers, their position was far more favourable, and 
their cannon was of much heavier metal ; which, being planted on 
the hills, fired down on the British with great advantage. Yet, by 
the daring courage of the troops, by the skilful disposition of the 
army, and by the manoeuvres during the action, the French were 
entirely discomfited. 

r F 
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The loss of the !l%ritish in killed and wounded was between seven 
and eight hundred men; and General Hope coiyectured that the Ene- 
X9y had lost about double that number ; but Major Napier, when a 
prisoner, learnt from the best-informed Spaniards^ liiat the loss of the 
French was about two thousand men. This was owing to the quick 
firing and steady aim of the British troops ; the French veteran offi- 
cers declaring that they had never been in so hot a fire in their lives. 
Indeed, they were often lavish in their praises of the British in action ; 
but observed, that they were much inferior in marching to their own 
more practised soldiers, and stcaggled from their corps to a degree 
which never occurs in a French army. These defects, together with 
their love of wine, occasioned a most serious loss of men. But, to 
mitigate this censure, it ought to be mentioned, that, in the midst of 
^heir excesses, no such enormities were committed as other armies are 
reproached with. The British soldiers were intemperate, and often 
mischievous, but never cruel. 

The darkness of the night made it impossible to pursue the Enemy ; 
and General Hope, weighing the circumstances under which the 
British Army was placed, and the reinforcements which were at hand^ 
and would soon reach the French, considered that it would be impos* 
sible to retain his position long. A succession of attacks from fresh 
iaroops must ultimately overwhelm the British. He, therefore, judged 
that the only prudent step that could be taken was to proceed to 
^nbark the Army. 

At ten o'clock at night he ordered the troops, by brigades, to 
move bowi the field, and march to Corunna. Strong piquets were 
left to guard the ground, and to give notice if the Enemy ap* 
preached 

M£^or*Generai Beresford commanded the rear-guard, of about 
2000 men, to cover the embarkation. He occupied the lines in firont 
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of tibe town. And Major-General Hill was stationed^ with a corps 
of reserve^ on a promontory behind the town. 

l!)ie boats were all in readiness^ and the previous measures had 
been so well concerted^ that nearly the whole Army were embarked 
during the night 

The piquets were withdrawn before day-light, and immediately 
carried on board the ships also; so that nothing remained ashore 
except the reair-guard. 

Hie French had no disposition to renew the engagement; but; 
when the morning rose^ and they saw that the British were gone^ 
they pushed on their light troops to the heights of St Lucia. 

In the forenoon (January l/th) they got up some cannon to a 
rising ground near the harbour, and fired at the transports. Several 
of the masters were so much frightened, that they cut their cables, 
and four of the ships ran aground. The troops of these ships were 
put on board others, and the stranded ve^ssels were burnt. Hie rest 
of the fleet quitted the harbour. 

At two o'clock General Hill's brigade embarked under the cita- 
del; and during that night, and the following morning, General 
Beresford sent off all the sick and wounded, whose condition ad- 
mitted of their being removed ; and, lastly, the rear-guard got into 
the boats, without the slightest effort being made by the Enemy to 
interrupt it 

The whole of this difficult operation was so well conducted as to 
reflect much credit upon the superintending Officers, both of the 
Navy and Army. 
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' As many persons will receive a melancholy, gratification from read- 
ing the particulars of the last moments of the life of Sir John M oore^ 
such incidents as are authentic shall be communicated. 

The following letter from Captain Hardinge describes his fell: 

" The circumstances which took place immediately after the fetal 
^^ blow which deprived the Army of its gallant Commander, Sir John 
'* Moore, are of too interesting a nature not to be made public, for 
" the admiration of his countrymen. But I trust that the instances 
" of fortitude and heroism of which I was a witness may also have 
^^ another effect^ that of affording some consolation to his relatives 
*^ and friends. 

" With this feeling I have great satisfection in committing to paper^ 
" according to your desire, the following relation. 

" I had been ordered by the Commander in Chief to desire a bat- 
^^ talion of the Guards to advance ; which battalion was at one time 
" intended to have dislodged a corps of the Enemy from a large 
" house and garden on the opposite side of the valley ; and I was 
" pointing out to the General the situation of the battalion, and our 
" horses were touching, at the very moment that a cannon-shot 
*^ from the Enemy's battery carried away his left shoulder and part 
" of the collar-bone, leaving the arm hanging by the flefifh. 

^^ The violence of the stroke threw him off his horse, on his back. 
*' Not a muscle of his face altered, nor did a sigh betray the least 
" sensation of pain. 

'^ I dismounted, and, taking his hand, he pressed mine forcibly, 
'^ casting his eyes very anxiously towards the 42d regiment, which 
^^ was hotly engaged ; and his countenance expressed satisfection 
^^ when I informed him that the regiment was advancing.' 



Digitized by 



Google 



221 

^* As&(is€ed by a soldier of the 42d, he was removed a few yards 

" behind the shelter of a wall. 

" Colonel Graham Balgowan and Captain Woodford about this 

** time came up ; and, perceiving the state of Sir John's wound, in- 

^^ 'stantly rode off for a surgeon. 

" The blood flowed fast ; but the attempt to stop It with my 

*^ sash was useless, from the size of the wound. 

" Sir John assented to being removed in a blanket to the rear,. 
In raising him for that purpose, his sword, hanging on the 
wounded side, touched his arm, and became entangled between 
his legs. I perceived the inconvenience, and was in the act of 
unbuckling it from his waist, when he said, in his usual tone 
and manner, and in a very distinct voice, ^ It is us well as it is. 1 

f^ had rather it should go out of the field with me J 

".Here I feel that it would be improper for my pen to venture 

"to express the admiration with which! am penetrated in thus 

** faithfully recording this instance of the invincible fortitude, and 
military delicacy, of this great man. 

He was borne by six soldiers of the 42d and Guards, my sash 
supporting him in an easy posture. 

Observing the resolution and composure of his features, I caught 
at the hope that I might be mistaken in my fears of the wound 
being mortal; and remarked, that I trusted when the surgeons 
dressed the wound, that he would be spared to us, and recover. — 
He then turned his head round, and, looking steadfastly at the 

^* wound for a few seconds, said, ^ JVb, Hardinge, I feel that to be 
impossible.' 

I wished to accompany him to the rear, when he said, * You need 
not go with me. Report to General Hope that I am wounded^ 

" and carried to the rear J 
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^^ A Serjeant of the 42d, and two spare files, in case of accident, 
^^ were ordered to conduct their brave General to Coranna ; and i 
^* hastened to report to General Hope. 

^^ I have the honour to be, &c. &c. 

" H. Habbinob/' 

The tidings of this disaster were brought to Sir David Baird when 
the surgeons were dressing his shattered, arm. He instantly com* 
manded them to desist, and run to attend on Sir John Moore. When 
they arrived, and ofiered their assistance, he said to them, ^^ You 
^^ can be of no service to me, go to the soldiers^ to whom ycu nyay 
« he useful.'^ 

As the soldiers were carrying him slowly along, he made them 
turn him round frequently, to view the field of battle, and to listen 
to the firing ; and was well pleased when the sound grew fiunter. 

A spring wa^on bearing Colonel Wynch wounded from the 
battle came up. The G>lonel asked, ^^ who was in the blanket V^ 
and being told it was Sir John Moore, he wished him to be placed 
in the waggon. The General asked one <tf the Highlanders, whether 
he thought the waggon or the blanket best; who answered, diat 
the blanket would not shake him so much, as he and the other 
soldiers would keep the step, and carry him easy. Sir John said^ 
^^ I think so too.'' So they proceeded with him to his lodgings 
in Corunna, the soldiers shedding tears as they went. 

In carrying him through the passage of the house he saw his faith- 
ful servant Francois, who was stunned at the spectacle. Sir John 
said to him^ smiling, ^^ My Friend^ this is nothing.^' 
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Colonel Anderson^ for one-and-twenty years the fiiend and com- 
panion in arms of Sir John Moore, wrote, the morning following, 
this account, while the circumstances were fresh in his memory : 

^^ I met the General, in the evening of the 16th, bringing in 
*^ a blanket and sashes. He knew me immediately, though it was 
** almost dark, squeezed me by the hand, and said, * jinderson, 
" don^t leave me! 

" He spoke to the Surgeons on their examining his wound, but 
^^ was in such pain he could say little. 

" After some time, he seemed very anxious to speak to me, 
** and at intervals got out as follows : ^ Andersoriy you know 
*^ that I have always wished to die this way! He then asked,. 
^ Are the French beaten?^ which he repeated to every one he 
knew, as they came in. * / hope the People of England will 
be satisfied! — / hope my Country- will do me justice P—^ 
^ Andersonj — you will see my friends as soon as you can. — Tell 
them — every thing. — Say to my mother! — Here his voice quite 
** failed, and he wa» excessively agitated. — ^ Hope — Hope — / have 
^ much to say ta Aim, — but — cannot get it out — Are Colonel Grd- 
^^ ham — and all myAides-de^Camp well f * (a private sigp was made 
^ by Colonel Anderson not to- inform him that Captain Biirrard^,. 
^ one of his Aides-de-camp, was wounded ia the action.) — V / have 
" made my willy and have remembered my servants. — Colbome has 
^ my will, — und all my papers.^ 

" Major Colbome then came into the room* Hie spoke most 
^ kindly to him, and then said to me, * Anderson, remember you go ^ 

^ Son of Sir Hany Bunrard, a promising young officer, who died two days- 
afterwards of his wound.. 
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*' to and tell him it is my request, and that I eocpect he will give 

'* Major Colhome a Lieutenant-Colonelcy. — He has been long with 
^^ mcy — and I know him most worthy of it' He then asked Major 
^' Colbome, ' if the French were beaten?' And, on being told they 
*' were on every point, he said, ^ It's a great satisfaction for me to 
^' know toe have beaten the French. — Is Paget in the room ?' On 
" my telling him, no; he said, ^Remember me to him. — It's General 
" Paget I mean— he is ajine fellow. — I feel myself so strong — / 
^^ fear I shall be long dying. — It is great uneasiness — It is gi^eat 
" pain. — Every thing Francois says — is right. — I have the gi^eatest 
** confidence in him' 

" He thanked the Surgeons for their trouble. Captains Percy and 
" Stanhope, two of his Aides-de-camp, then came into the room. 
" He spoke kindly to both, and asked Percy *, if all his Aides-de^ 
^' camp were well? 

^^ After some interval he said, ^ Stanhope f — remember me to your 
" sister.' He pressed my hand close to his body, and in a few mi- 
" nutes died without a struggle. 

^* This was every syllable he uttered, as far as I can recollect, 
^^ except asking occasionally to be placed in an easier posture. 

*^ P. Anderson, Lieut-CoL" 

* TThe Honourable Captain Percy, son of Lord Beverley. 

t The Honourable Captain Stanhope, third son to Earl Stanhope, and nephew 
to the late Mr. Pitt. 
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From a sentiment of veneration that haa been felt in ev^ ag^^ 
the corpse of a man who has excited admiration cannot be neglected 
as common clay. This impression 4eads mankind sometimes to treat 
an inanimate body with peculiar respect; and even to bestow upon it 
unfelt honours. 

This was now the subject of deliberation among the military friends 
^f Sir John Moore, who had survived the engagement ; when Co- 
lonel Anderson informed them^ tliat he had heard the General re- 
peatedly declare, ^^ that, if he was killed in battle, he wished to be 
^^ buried where he had &]len !'^ General H<^e and Colonel Graham 
immediately acceded to this suggestion : and it was determined that 
the body should be interred on the rampart of the Citadel of Corunna. 

At twelve o'clock at night the remains of Sir John Moore were 
accordingly carried to the Citadel by Colonel Graham^ Ma^or Col- 
borne, and the Aides-de-Camp, and deposited in Colonel Graham's 
quarters. 

A grave was dug by a party of the 9th Regiment, the Aidea-de- 
Camp attending by turns. No coffin could be procured, and the body 
was never undressed, but wrapt up by the Officers of his Staff in a 
military cloak and blankets. 

Towards eight o'clock in the morning some firing was heard. It 
was then resolved to finish the interment, lest a serious attack should 
be made ; on which the Officers would be ordered away, and not suffered 
to pay the last duties to their GeneraL 

The officers of his family bore the body to the grave j the funeral 
service was read by the Chaplain, and the corpse was covered with 
earth. 
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It is not for a brother to delineate a character where the wannest 
affections were united with such a grandeur of soul as to create a de- 
lusion in his family, and almost to persuade them that his mind, like 
the forms of Grecian sculpture, approached to ideal excellence. 
. Their testimony cannot be received. But the high estimation he 
was held in by the most celebrated Grenerals and Statesmen of the 
period In which he lived, mark him to have been an extraordinary 
man. 

Those who have run their course, but who live in our memorieSi 
shall alone be cited. 

That eminent soldier Sir Charles Stuait first remarked the con- 
spicuous valour and abilities of Lieutenant-Colonel Moore, and pointed 
him out to his Sovereign and his Countiy. 

Sir Ralph Abercrombie next selected him for his friend, and 
wielded him as his sword. 

Then Marquis Cornwallls, when serving In Ireland, conferred upon 
him (though one of his youngest Grenerals) the most important com- 
mand In his army. 

Thus did three of the greatest British Generals of the age intrust 
Sir John Moore to achieve those enterprises which demanded the 
Dfiost daring resolution and consummate military knowledge ; and, by 
an uninterrupted train of success, he surpassed their expectations. 

He never courted Ministers, nor sought for pre-eminence by mean 
solicitations. But when sent for, or employed by them, he behaved 
vnth the deference due to their station, and expressed his opinions 
with the candour that was becoming himself. 

Mr. Pitt was struck with his actions, and solicited his acquaintance. 
The esteem which he had pre-conceived augmented in proportion to 
the intimacy that was formed. He consulted him on Military affairs, 
and on several Important occasions yielded to his judgment. This con- 
fidential intercourse continued till the death of that statesman. Had 
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he livedo and still continued to superintend the Councils of Govern- 
ment, the reasons which drew forth this work never could have 
existed ; for his conduct towards the NaVal and Military Commanders 
of whom he made choice, was always just and, nohle. 

During the short time Mr. Fox wis Minister, he likewise expressed. 
In his energetic manner, the highest consideration for this GreneraL 

When it was in agitation to appoint him Commander in Chief in 
India, Mr. Fox sent for him ; and with characteristic frankness told 
him^ ^^ h^ could not give hi& consent : that it was impossible for him, 
^^ in tlie state in which Europe then was, to send to such a distance 
" a General m whom he had such entire confidence/* 

Mr. Fox did not survive long : but those distinguished Noblemen 
and Commoners who belonged to that administration, or who were 
politically attached to that Minister, have emulously and most elo- 
quently exerted themsolves, that due honours might be paid to the 
memory of the chosen General of Mr. Pitt. 

Such was the impression made on the minds of these consummate 
judges of mankind by Sir John Moore ; who also extorted from the 
French Generals, ever sparing in their commendations of British 
Officers, equal admiration. 

The disappointment he had made them suffer, his masterly move- 
ments during the retreat, and the excellent position taken in front of 
Corunna, were frequent subjects of conversation .with their prisoner 
and guest Mcyor Napier. This Officer was treated with a generosity 
quite unusual during this war : and, as soon as he was cured, he was 
sent to England on his parole, together with the wounded soldiers 
who had been left on the field, and such of the women and children 
as had remained behind. , 

Besides shewing these extraordinary inarks of respect to the British 
army, the Duke of Dalmatia, before he left Corunna, gave orders 
to Mr. Fourcroy, the French Consul, to erect a .commemoratbg 
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stone on the spot where Sir John Moore fell, to testify the high esti- 
mation he was held in by his Enemies. 

The guardian solicitude with which the King watches over the 
honour and interest of his Army, has been conspicuous through the 
whole of his reign. Moore was an Officer whom his Majesty nirficed 
early, and cherished constantly ; and when he was assailed by 
powerful undermining intrigues, ever afforded him his Royal Pro- 
tection. 

The ungenerous persecution continues beyond the Grave : but his 
Sovereign bewails his death with deep sorrow ; defends his f^ame, 
which he valued above life ; and holds him up by proclamation as an 
example to the British army. For as soon as the troops returned 
€pom Spain, the following address was promulgated* 



<( 



General Obi>ers. 



^^ The benefits derived to an army irom the example 
^^ of a distinguished Commander do not terminate at his death ; 
^^ his virtues live in the recollection of his associates, and his fiune 
^^ remadns the strongest incentive to great and glorious actions. 

^^ In this view, the G)mmander in Chief, amidst tiie de^ and unt- 
^^ versal regret which tiie death of lieutenant-General Sir John 
^^ Moore has occasioned, recalls to the troops the MiUtaiy career of 
^^ that illustrious Officer for their instruction and imitation. 

^^ Sir John Mocmtc, from his youth, embraced the profession with 
^^ the feelings and sentiments of a soldior ; he felt, that a perfect 
^^ knowledge, and an exact perfi»:mance of the humble, but important 
^^ duties of a Subaltern Officer are the best foundations for subsequent 
*^ Mifitary &me ; and his ardent mind, while it looked forward to 
^^ those brilliant achievements for which it was formed, applied itself 
^^ tvith energy and exemplary assiduity to the duties of that station* 
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^ In the school of regimental duty, heohtainecliiiat correct know- 
^^ ledge of his profession so essential to the proper direction of the 
^^ gallant spirit of the soldier ; and he was enabled to establish a cha- 
racteristic order and regularity of conduct, because the troops found 
^ in their leader a striking example of the discipiiae which he en- 
" forced on others. 

^^ Having risen to command^ he s^alized his name in the West 
^^ Indies^ m Holland^ and an Egypt ^. The unremitting attention 
^ with which he devoted himself to the duties of every branch <^his 
^^ profession obtained him the confidence of Sir Ralph Ab^cromlne ; 
^ and he became the companion in arms of that illustrious Officer^ 
" 'who fell at the head of his victorious troops, in an action which- 
^ maintained our national superiority over the arms of France. 

^^ Thus Sir John Moore at an early period obtained, with general 
" approbation, that conspicuous station in which he gloriously termi- 
^^ nated his useful and honourable life. 

^^ In a Military character, obtained amidst the dangers of climate, 
*^ the privations incident to service^ and the sufferings of repeated 
^* wounds^, it is difficult to select any one point as a preferable subject 
**'for praise : it exhibits, however, one feature so particularly charac- 
^^ teristic of the man, and sa important to the best interests of the ser- 
vice, that the Comman^r in Chief is pleased to mark it with his 
peculiar approbation. 

The life ci Sir John Moore was spent among the troops. 
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* In enumeratiug the scenes where Sir Joha Moore conspicuously distinguished 
himself, Corsica and Ireland have been forgotten. 

In Corsica he stormed the Convention Fort, and the outworks of Calvi, whicif 
was followed by the conquest of the Island. 

In Ireland he gained the battle o£ Wexford^ which, was the pselude to the 8up<> 
pression of the Rebellion. 
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^^ During the season of repose, his time was devoted to the care 
^^ and instruction of the Officer and Soldier ; in war, he courted ser- 
" vice in every quarter of the globe. Regardless of personal con- 
^^ sideradons, he esteemed that to which his Country called him the 
^^ post of honour ; and by his undaunted spirit, and unconquerable 
^^ perseverance, he pointed the way to victory, 

^^ His Country, the object of his latest solicitude, will rear a Mo- 
^^ nument to his lamented memory ; and the G>mmander in Chief 

feels he is paying the best tribute to his fieune, by thus holding him 

forth as an example to the Army. 

By order of his Royal Hi^mess the Commander in Chiefs 

" Habry Calvsrt, Adj.-Gen. 

^^ Horse Guards, Feb. 1, 1809.*^ 
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London Gazette Extkaokdinary. 



Downing Sfreef, January 24, 1809. 

The Honourable Captain Hope arrived late last night, with a Dis- 
patch from Lieutenant-General Sir David Baird to Lord Vis- 
count Qustlereagh, one of His Majesty's Principal Secretaries 
of State, of which the following is a Copy- 

His Majesti/*$ Ship VUlc de Parisy 
^^ MY LORD, at Sea, January IS, 1809. 

^^ By the much-lamented death of Lieutenant- 
^* General Sir John Moore, who fell in action with the Enemy on 
^* the 16th instant, it has become my duty to acquaint your Lord- 
^^ ship, that the French army attacked the British troops in the posi- 
^* tion they occupied in front of Corunna, at about two o'clock in the 
** afternoon of that day. 

** A severe wound, which compelled me to quit the field a short 
" time previous to the faU of Sir John Moore, obliges me to refer 
" your Lordship for the particulars of the action, which was long 
" and. obstinately contested, to the inclosed report of Lieutenant- 
Greneral Hope, who succeeded to the command of the army, and 
to whose ability and exertions in direction of the ardent zeal and 
unconquerable valour of bis Majesty's troops, is to be attributed, 
". under Providence, the success of the day, which terminated in the 
** complete and entire repulse and defeat of the Enemy at every point 
•* of attack. 
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^^ The Honourable Captain Gordon, my Aide-de-Camp, will liave 
^^ the honour of delivering this dispatch, and will be able to give 
<< your Lordship any further information which may be required. 
" I have the honour to be, &c- 

" D. Baird, Lieut-Gen« 
Right Hon. Lard discount Castlereagh/' 



(C 



.His Majestjfs Ship Aud&ciaus, ^ffCorvmna^ 
^^^^ January 18, 1809. 

" In compfiance with the desire contained in your 
" communication of yesterday, I avail myself of the first moment I 
" have been able* to command, to detail to you the occurrences of the 
^^ action which took place in front of Corunna on the 16th instant. 

** It vrill be in your recollection, l^t about one in the afternoon of 
^* that day the Enemy, who had in the morning received reinforce- 
^^ ments, and who had placed some guns in front of the right and left 
** of his line, was observed to be moving troops towards his left flank, 
" and forming various columns of attack at that extremity of the strong 
'^ and commanding position which on the morning of die 15th he had 
" taken in our immediate frotot. 

^^ This indication of his intention was immediately succeeded by 
^^ die rapid and determined attack which he made upon your division 
" Miiich occupied the right of our position. The events which oc- 
^* curred during that period ^rf the action you are folly acquainted 
^^ with. The first effort of the Enemy was met by the Commander of 
*^ the Forces, and by yotrrself, at the head of the 42nd regiment, and 

the brigade under Major-General Lord William Bentinck. 

The village on yoar right became an object of obstinate contest 
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I lament to say^ that soon after the severe wound which deprived 
the army of your services, Lieutenant-General Sir John Moore, 
who had just directed the most able disposition, fell by a cannon 
shot. The tro<^, though not unacquainted with the irreparable 
loss they had sustained, were not dismayed, but by the most deter- 
mined bravery not only repelled every attempt of the Enemy to gain 
ground, but actually forced him to retire, although he had brought 
up fresh troops in support of those originally engaged. 

The Enemy, finding himself foiled in every attempt to force the 
right of the position, endeavoured by numbers to turn it. A judi- . 
^^ cious and well-timed movement which was made by Ms^or-General 
^' Paget, with the reserve, which corps had moved out of its canton- 
^^ ments to support the right of the army, by a vigorous attack, de« 
^^ feated this intention. The Ms^or-General, having pushed forward 
^^ the 95th (rifle corps) and 1st battalion 52d r^ments, drove the 
^^ Enemy before him ; and in his rapid and judicious advance, threatened 
'^ the left of the Enemy's position. This circumstance, with the 
^^ position of Lieutenant-General Fraser's division, (calculated to 
^^ give still further security to the right of the line) induced the Enemy 
^^ to relax his efforts in that quarter. 

^* They were however more forcibly directed towards the centre, 
^^ where they were again successfully resisted by the brigade under 
^^ Major-General Manningham, forming the left of your division, 
^^ and a part of that under Major-Greneral Leith, forming the right 
" of the division under my orders. Upon the left, the Enemy at firet 
^^ contented himself with an attack upon our piquets, which however 
^* in general maintained their ground. Finding however his efforts 
^^ unavailing on the right and centre, he seemed determined to render 
'^ the attack upon the left more serious, and had succeeded in obtain- 
^^ ing possession of the village through which the great road to Ma- 
drid passes, and which was situated in front of that part of the line. 

H H 
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*^ From this post, however, he was soon expelled, with considerahle 
^^ loss* hy a gallant attack of some ecNUipanies of the 2nd battalicm 
^* 14th reriment, tmder LieutenaHt-Colond Nichoil^s. Befoite five m 
" the evening, we had not only sucoesrfuUy repelled every attadk 
^' made npon the position, but had gained ^^und id almost all points, 
^* and occupied a more forward line than a* the commencemeitt of 
^^ the action, whilst the Enemy confined 'his operations to a cannonade, 
and the fire of his light troops, with a view to draw oflF his other 
corps. At SIX the firing ceased. The diflPerenf brigades were re- 
assembled on the ground they occupied in the morning, and the 
piquets and advanced posts resumed their original stations. 
" Notwithstanding the decided and marked superiority which at 
this moment the gallantry of the troops had given them aver an 
" Enemy, who, from his numbers and the comtnanding advantages of 
" his position, no doubt expected an easy victory, I did not, on re- 
^^ viewing all circumstances, conceive that I elhould be warranted ill 
" departing from what I knew was the fixed and previous determina-* 
" tion of the late Commander of the Forces, to withdraw the army on 
^^ the evening of the 16th, for the purpose of embarkation, the pre- 
" vious arrangements for whichhad already been made by his order, 
** and were in fact far advanced at the commencemeiit of the action. 
" The troops quitted their position about ten at lii^t, vrith a degree 
'* of order that did them credit. The whole of the artillery that re- 
*^ mained unembariced, having been withdrawn, the 'troops followed 
" in the order prescribed, and marched to their respective points of 
" embarkation in the town and neighbourhood of Corunna. The 
" piquets remained at their posts until five on themomingof the l^th, 
*^ when they were also withdrawn with similar orders, and vrithout 
** the Enemy having discovered the movement. 

** By the unremitted exertions of Captains the Honourable H. Cur- 
" zon, Gosselin, Boys, Rainier, Serret, Hawkins, Digby, Garden, 
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^^ and Mackenzie^ of the Royal Navy, who, in pursuance of the or- 
^^ ders of Rear-Admiral de Courcy, were entrusted with the service 
^^ of embarking the army ; and in consequence 6f the arrangements 
^^ made by Commissioner Bowen, Captains Bowen and Shepherd, and 
^^ the other Agents for Transports, the whole of the army Was em- 
^^ barked with an expedition which has seldom been equalled. With 
^^ the exception of the Brigades under Major*Gen»rals HiU and 
^^ Beresford, which were destined to remain ou shore until the move- 
^' ments of tibe Enemy should become manliest, the whole was afloat 
.^^ befwe day-light. 

*^ The brigade of Mcyor-General Beresford, which was alternately 
^' to form our rear-guard, occupied the land front of the town of Co- 
^^ runna ; that under M^^or-General HiU was stationed in reserve on 
^^ the Promontory in rear of the town. 

' ^* The Enemy pushed his light troc^ towards the town soon after 
^^ eight o'clock in the morning of the l/th, and shortly after occupied 
^^ the heights of St Lucia, which command the harbour* Bat, not- 
^^ widistatiding this circumstance, and the manifold defects of the 
^^ place ; there being no apprehension that the rear-guard could be 
^^ forced, and the dispo^tion of die Spaniards appearing to be good, 
^^ the embaikation of Major-General Hill's brigade was commenced 
^^ and completed by three in the afternoon ; Ma|or-General Beresford^ 
^^ with that zeal and abiUty which is so well known to yourself and 
^' the whole army, having fully explained, to the satis&ction of the 
^^ l^panish Governor, the nature of our movement, and having made 
^^ every previous arrangement, withdrew his corps from the land-front 
^^ of the town soon after dark, and was, with all the wounded diat 
^^ had not been previously moved, embarked before one this morning. 

^^ Circumstances forbid us to indulge the hope, that the victory 

^^ with whid[i it has pleased Providence to crown the efforts of the 

>^ army, can he attended with any very brilliant conseqi^ences to Great 
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•^ Britain. It is clouded by the loss of one of her best Soldiers. It 
^^ has been atchieved at the termination of a long and harassing ser- 
** vice. The superior numbers, and advantageous position of the 
'^ Enemy, not less than the actual situation of this army, did not ad- 
" mit of any advantage being reaped from success. It must be how- 
^^ ever to you, to the army, and to our Country, the sweetest reflec- 
" tion, that the lustre of the British arms has been maintained amidst 
^* many disadvantageous circumstances. The army, which had en- 
" tered Spain amidst the fEurest prospects, had no sooner completed 
^^ its junction, than, owing to the multiplied disasters that dispersed 
" the native armies around us, it was left to its own resources. The 
*^ advance of the British corps from the Duero, afforded the best hope 
that the South of Spain might be relieved ; but this generous effort 
to save the unfortunate people also afforded the Enemy the oppor- 
tunity of directing every effort of his numerous troops, and concen- 
trating all his principal resources, for the destruction of the only 
regular force in the North of Spain. , 

" You are well aware with what diligence this system has been 
pursued. 

These circumstances produced the necessity of rapid and harass- 
ing marches, which had diminished the numbers, exhausted the 
strength, and impaired the equipment of the anny. Notwithstand- 
ing all these disadvantages, and those more immediately attached 
to a defensive position, which the imperious necessity of covering 
^* the harbour of Corunna for a time had rendered indispensable to 
" assume, the native and undaunted valour of British troops was 
never more conspicuous, and must have exceeded what even your 
own experience of that invaluable quality, so inherent in them, may 
have taught you to expect. When every one that had an opportu- 
nity seemed to vie in improving it, it is di£Bcult for me, in making 
** this report, to select particular instances for your approbation. 
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*^ The corps chiefly engaged were the brigades tinder Major-Generals 
^^ Lord William Bentinck^ and M anningham and Leith ; and the 
*^ brigade of Guards under Major-General Warde, 

*^ To these officers, and the troops under their immediate orders, 
^* the greatest praise is due, Major-General Hill and Colonel Catlin 
** Crauford, with their brigades on the left of the position, ably sup- 
*^ ported their advanced posts. The brunt of the action fell upon the 
" 4th, 42d, 50th, and 81st regiments, with parts of the brigade of 
" Guards, and the 26th regiment. From Lieutenant-Colonel Mur- 
" ray, Quarter-Master-General, and the Officers of the General 
^^ Staff, I received the most marked assistance. I had reason to re- 
^^ gret, that the illness of Brigadier-General Clinton, Adjutant-Gene- 
^* ral, deprived me of his aid. I was indebted to Brigadier-General 
Slade during the action, for a zealous offer of his personal services, 
although the cavalry were embarked. 

The greater part of the fleet having gone to sea yesterday even- 
ing, the whole being under weigh, and the corps in the embarka- 
tion necessarily much mixed on board, it is impossible at present to 
lay before you a return of our casualties. I hope the loss in num- 
bers is not so considerable as might have been expected. If I wai» 
obliged to form an estimate, I should say, that I believe it did not 
*^ exceed in killed and wounded from seven to eight hundred ; that of 
^' the Enemy must remain unknown, but many circumstances induce 
" me to rate it at nearly double the above number. We have some 
'^ prisoners, but I have not been able to obtain an account of the 
" number ; it is not, however, considerable. Several Officers of 
^^ rank have fallen or been wounded, among whom I am only at pre- 
" sent enabled to state the names of Lieutenant-Colonel Napier, 92d 
" regiment, Majors Napier and Stanhope, 50th regiment, killed ; 
" Lieutenant-Colonel Winch, 4th regiment, Lieutenant-Colonel 
" Maxwell, 26th regiment, Lieutenant-Colonel Fane, 59th regiment, 
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Lieutenant-Colonel Griffith, guards. Majors Miller and Williams, 

81st regiment, wounded. 

To you, who are well acquainted with the excellent qualities of 

Lieutenant-General Sir John Moore, I need not expatiate on the 

loss the army and his Country have sustained by his death. His 

" fall has deprived me of a valuable friend, to whom long experience 

*^ of his worth had sincerely attached me. But it is chiefly on public 

<^ grounds that I must lament the blow. It will be the consolation 

" of every one who loved or respected his manly character, that, after 

*^ conducting the army through an arduous itetreat with consummate 

'^ firmhess, he has terminated a career of distinguished honour by a 

^^ death that has given the Enemy additional reason to respect the 

^ name of a British Soldier. Like the immortal Wolfe, he is 

snatched from his Country at an early period of a life spent in her 

service ; like Wolfe, his last moments were gilded by the prospect 

of success, and cheered by the acclamation of victory ; like Wolfe 

^^ also, his memory will for ever remain sacred in that Country which 

he sincerely loved, and which he had so feithfrdly served. 

^^ It remains for me only to express my hope, that you will speedily 

^^ be restored to the service of your Country, and to lament the un- 

'^ fortunate circumstance that removed you from your station in the 

'' field, and threw the momentary command into far less able hands. 

" I have the honour to be, &c. 

" John Hope, Lieut-Gen. 

^^ To LieutenanUGeneral Sir David JBaird, 
SfCs 8fc. SfcJ' 
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jFVom Lord Castlereagh to Sir John Moore, K^ B. Sgc. Sgc. Sgc. 

SIj( Douming Street, 2^th September, 180S. 

His Majesty having determined to employ a corps of 
his troops^ of not less than 30,000 infantry and 5,000 cavalry, in the 
North of Spain, to co-operate with the Spanish armies in the expulsion of 
the French from that kingdom, has been graciously pleased to entrust to you 
the Command in Chief of this Force. 

The Officer commanding His Majesty's forces in Portugal is directed to 
detach, under your orders, a corps of 20,000 infiantry, together with the 
Eighteenth and King's German Regiment of Light Dragoons, now at Lisbon^ 
and a due proportion of artillery; to be joined by a corps of above 10,000 
men which are now assembling at Falmouth ; the detail of which you will 
receive herewith enclosed. 

The Cavalry will be sent from hence, upon the return of the horse- 
transports from the Tagus, some time since ordered; and it may be expected 
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to arrive before the rest of the corps can be assembled and equipped to take 
the field. 

It has been determined to assemble this force in the North of Spain, as 
the quarter where they can be most speedily brought together, and that to 
which the exertions of the Enemy appear at present to be principally directed. 

As it will require considerable arrangements before a force of this mag- 
nitude can be enabled to take the field, and as it is not deemed advisable 
that it should be partially committed against the Enemy, before the whole 
can be assembled and rendered completely moveable, it has been thought 
prudent to send that part of this army which is to proceed from hence to 
Corunna, rather than to disembark any part of it, in th^ first instance, at 
any position more advanced towards the Enemy. 

It will be for you to consider on what points in Gallicia, or on the bor- 
ders of Leon, the troops can be most advantageously assembled and equipped 
for service, fi-om whence they may move forward as early as circumstances 
shall permit ; and it is left to your judgment to decide whether the whole 
of the infantry and artillery shall be transported from Lisbon by sea to Co- 
runna, or whether a proportion shall be marched through Portugal to that 
destination. 

The Cavalry you will of course direct to move by land; and if the 
horses for the artillery can take the same route, so as to admit of the whole 
of the horse-transports being returned to England, it will tend much to ac- 
celerate the arrival of the cavalry from hence. 

It will be necessary to concert with the Commissary General (Mr. Ers- 
kine), who will be attached to the service of your army, the best means of 
assembling an adequate supply of horses and mules for rendering your army 
moveable. And that this may be effected with more dispatch, it may be 
advisable to draw your supplies from different parts of Spain, and not alto- 
gether to depend upon Gallicia ; which has been considerably drained of its 
resources by the equipment of General Blake's army. 

A Deputy Commissary (Mr. Assiotti) has been dispatched with Colonel 
Hamilton of the Waggon-train into the Asturias, to procure such hordes 
and mules as that Country can furnish ; and he is directed to report the pro* 
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gress of his purchases to you. When you have ascertained the number of 
draft-cattle of difierent descriptions that you will require for rendering your 
ariny moveable (which you will feel it important to restrict within the nar- 
rowest compass, consistent with the efficiency of your corps), you will be 
enabled to r^ulate the purchases made by the several agents ; and should 
you deem it necessary to procure the support^ of His Majesty's Minister 
(Mr. Frere), who is now proceeding to the Central Government, to facilitate 
these purchases, you will address yourself to him on this subject ; or to any 
of His Majesty's Civil or Military agents now employed in the respective 
provinces of Spain. 

I inclose for your information a statement of the various equipments 
which have proceeded with the respective corps now on service in Portugal, 
which, subject to the waste that has since taken place, will enable you to 
judge of the means immediately within your reach, for the equipment of 
your army. 

I also send a similar statement with respect to the corps assembling at Fal- 
mouth, under the orders of Lieutenant-General Sir David Baird ; whatever 
supplies you may wish to receive, not therein included, will be immediately 
forwarded from hence. 

With respect to provisions, the principle upon which I have acted has 
been to send three months' provisions in victuallers with every corps that has 
moved : exclusive of the provisions in their transports, which may be ave- 
raged at about ten weeks' additional consumption. 

This supply, aided by the cattle to be procured for the troops when on 
shore, may be deemed as considerably exceeding a supply for six months ; 
and as provisions for 20,000 men for three months are ordered to be em- 
barked, and constantly kept up as a depot here, there will be no difficulty 
in sending you, at the shortest notice, such supplies as you may think may 
be more conveniently introduced by Sea, and for which you may not think 
it prudent to depend on the resources of the country. A large proportion 
of biscuit has been sent in the victuallers, that you may be relieved from 
the inconvenience of baking when the troops are in motion. 



Digitized by 



Google 



6 APPENDIX. 

With respect to the plan of operations on which it may be most expedient 
to employ your troops, when assembled and ready for service, there will be 
full time before your equipments can be completed for concerting this with 
the Commanders of the Spanish armies. 

I shall lose no time in forwarding to you from hence such information as 
I may have been enabled to collect. And I am to recommend that you will 
take the necessary measures for opening a communication with the Spanish 
authorities for the purpose of framing the plan of the campaign^ on which it 
may be advisable that the respective armies should act in concert* 

His Majesty has been pleased to direct, that the command on which you 
are employed should be considered as a distinct and separate one from that of 
Portugal: but you will continue to communicate with the Officer in the 
Chief Command at Lisbon, and act in concert with him as may be most for 
the advantage of His Majesty's service. 

I have the honour to be. 
Sir, 
Your most obedient humble servant, 

Castlereagh. 
To Lieutenant-General 
Sir John Moore, K. B. 8gc. 8^c. Sgc. 
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B. 



Letter Jram Lord Castlereagh to Lord IVilliam Bentinck. 

MY LOUD^ L<md<m, SOth Sept 1806. 

As the dispatches received from Sir Hew Dalrymple yesterday, 
leave me no room to doubt^ that this letter will find you out at Madrid^ 
I deem it advisable that you should be apprised of the arrangements that 
are in progress for affording military succours to the Spanish nation. 

< Mr. Frere, who proceeds as Minister to the Central Government in a few 
days^ will be directed to make a formal communication on this subject ; but 
you will, in the mean time, make such use of the information I send you, as 
you may think fit, to make the Spaniards feel how eagerly His Majesty 
desires to contribute to their deliverance. 

The amount of force which it is proposed to employ in Spain will fall 
very little short of 40,000 men: it is to consist of 30,000 infantry, rank and 
file ; 5,000 cavalry, and the necessary proportion of foot and horse artillery, 
waggon train, &c. : the whole to be assembled under the orders of Sir John 
Moore, on the hordes of Gallicia and Leon ; from whence they may operate 
in the open country, as soon as the necessary proportion of horses and mules 
can be procured to render them moveable, leaving it to the Spanish armies, 
not having a due proportion of cavalry, to act on their fiianks in^ the moun- 
tains. 

Sir David Baird, with 12,000 men, is ordered to sail for Corunna; — Sir 
John Moore is to move the remainder of the force required to complete 
the 30,000 infantry from Portugal, either by land or sea, as he may find 
most convenient, sending the two regiments of cavalry, under my brother. 
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through the interior ; the rest of the cavalry wUl be sent from hence as 
speedily as circumstances will permit. 

It would have been more satisfactory, had our army been equipped for 
service, to have disembarked at St. Andero, or some other point nearer the 
Enemy ; but, as it is of equal importance to the Spaniards as it is to us, 
that this army should not be partially committed or brought into contact 
with the Enemy, till the means of moving and following up an advantage 
are secured ; and as the navigation on the coast of Asturias becomes ex- 
tremely precarious towards the close of the year, it was the decided opinion 
of all military men, and of none more than the Marquis de la Romana, 
whose sentiments on this subject are stated in the accompanying memo- 
randum, and will be expressed on his arrival in Spain, as fully approving of 
the decision that has been taken to make Corunna our principal dep6t, 
and to operate from thence. To render the Northern provinces tlie more 
secure whilst our army is assembling, aad to co-operate with the other 
Spanish armies in circumscribing the Enem/s positions on the Ebro, the 
Marquis has determined to proceed with his own corps, amounting nearly to 
10,000 men, to St. Andero ; and he proposes, on his arrival there, by the 
incorporation of the armed peasantry of the Asturias and the Montagna, to 
augment their numbers to, at least, 20,000 men ; which, with the Asturian 
army and Blake's, will carry the force in that quarter to 6o or 70,000 men, 
exclusive of the armies operating towards the front or left of the Enemy's 
hne. I am not enabled to send you any precise calculation of the number of 
horses and mules we shall want. The cavalry, artillery, and waggon train 
will be provided from hence ; the stores and baggage of the army, the 
Commissariat, &c. must be equipped in Spain. I have sent a Commissary 
into the Northern provinces to collect what can be had. Sir David Baird is 
directed, on his arrival, to equip his corps, if possible, from the resources of 
Gallicia and the North of Portugal. Sir John Moore, when he has arranged 
the movement of his army from Portugal, will, probably, superintend in 
person the equipment on the spot. I have only, in the mean time, to re- 
quest you will communicate with those in authority, on the best means of 
rendering this important force serviceable as early as possible ; that you will 
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fiimish Sir John Moore with every information and' assistance ; and that 
you will cause orders to be sent into the provinces of Gallicia, and to &ciU<- 
tate the equipment of the army, and ensure them a good reception. 

The Marquis of Romana has written to make his Government perfectly^ 
understand the prindples upon which our decision has been t^ken, and to 
explain to them why they must not expect the British troops to take the 
field in detached corps. 

I have the honour to be^ &c. 

Castlereagh. 
Major General 
Lord fVilliam Bentinck. * 



c 



Letter from Sir John Moore to Lord Castlereagh. 

MY L0RD;» Luh<m, 9th October, 1809. 

I HAD the honour to receive, on the evening of the 6di instant^ 
your Lordship's letter of the 35th September, communicating to me, tliat 
His Majesty had been graciously pleased to entrust to me the Command in 
Chief of a corps of troops, not less than 30,000 infantry and 5,000 cavalry^ 
which His Majesty had determined to employ in the North of Spain. I b^ 
your Lordship will convey to His Majesty the high sense I have of the 
honour conferred upon me ; and that you will assure His Majesty, that I 
have nothing i^ore at heart than the good of the service, that my best ex- 
ertions shall not be wanting to promote its success, and I can only be happy 

b 
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m proportbn as I shall be able to fulfil His Majesty*s vrislies, ajud to justiiy, 
in any degree^ the trust he has been graciously pleased to repose in me. 

I shall take an early o{^rtunity to communicate with your Lordship on 
the various matters contained in yonr last dispatches^ dated the 3Sth and 2ffth 
September. At present I can do little more than to acknowledge their 
receipt, and to state that it is my intention, as it was that of Sir Harry 
Burrard^ to move with the troops from this on. Almeida and Ciudad 
Rodrigo ; this, your Lordship will observe by Lord William Bentinck's 
letter of the 2d October, is recommended by the Spanish Generals ; and 
I think it preferable, for many reasons, to a movement by aea to Corunna, 
which at this season would be tedious and uncertain ; and where tha 
country, already exhausted by General Blake's army, will, perhaps, scarcely 
be able to supply the equipment required, to enable the corps, under Sir 
David Baird, when landed, to move forward. 

The march from this will be by three routes, Coimbra, Guarda, and 
Alcantara ; one regiment will begin its march the day after to-morrow in 
the direction of Coimbra, and all may be forwarded to a short distance, in 
their different routes, in the course of a week or ten days ; but when they 
will be able to proceed further, or to pass the frontier of Portugal, it is 
impossible for me, at this instant, to say ; it depends upon a knowledge of 
country which I am still without, and upon Gommtssariat arrangements yet 
unmade ; but every effort shall be made by me, and those under me, to 
accomplish so desirable an object before the rains set in. I cannot conclude 
wsl^oot mentioning the very great assistance I receive from Sir Harry Bur- 
rard, who acts with a degree of candour, ef which few people tn>ultf be 
capable under such circumstances. He seemis, on this occasion, to put 
faimseif aside, and to give every thing to me, asid to a' service he ^inks the 
most important, with as much liberaKty as if he himself were personally 
concerned in the conduct of it. 

I haw due honour to; be, &o. 

JoiTN MoOR£. 
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D. 



Letter from Sir John Moore to Lord Castlereagh. 

MY LORD^ LisboTh 9th Oct. 1808. 

I AM honoured with your Lordship's letter, private, which ac- 
companied the public dispatch of the S5th September. I am very sensible 
of your Lordship's attention to me on this occasion. I shall avail myself 
of tlie permission you are kind enough to give me to correspond with you 
unofficially, -and shall communicate, without reserve, every thing that can 
give you pleasure, or, in any degree, contribute to promote the public service^ 
The great object at present is to get the troops out of Portugal before the 
rains set in ; but, ftt this ittstant, the army is without equipment of any 
kind, either for the ctrdage of the light baggage of regiments, artill^^ stores^ 
Commi^aarijat stofes, or odier appendages of a& army ; and not a magazine 
k formed in any of the rontes by whieh we are to march. The few days 
whieh Sir Harry Burrard held the eommand only enabled him to ascertain 
his wants, but not to remedy them. I mention this circumstance in the 
irst j^ace, beeauK it is a truth ; and in the next, to prevent your Lordship 
Irooqi being too sanguine, as to the probable period of my reaching the 
North of Spain.. It is my intention t» forward from this to Almeida as 
much ammunition and artillery stores aa I can ; and to form there also a 
depdt of provisioQjs and other stores. Whatever comes with Sir David Baird,, 
and from England, may be landed, or remain on board a ship at Corunna^ 
to foe forwarded frmn thence to such place, in that line, as may hereafter- 
be judged most fit ; hat as yet I have no information from Madrid, but 
what is contained ia Lord William BentincVs letter of the 2d October^ 
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I shall, probably, have an opportunity of writing to you very soon ; but 
I hope your Lordship will have the goodness to excuse me for not entering 
upon further details at present, occupied, as 1 must necessarily be, in entering 
upon a command of such importance, and in the necessary arrangements for 
the march I am about to undertake. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

John Moore. 



E. 



Letter Jroni Sir John Moore to Lord Castlereagh. 

MY LORD, LiMhon, l^th October, 1808. 

Since I had the honour to address your Lordship on the 9th 
instant, I have received your Lordship*s letter, marked private, of the 30th 
September^ inclosing copies of your instructions to Sir David Baird, and of 
your letter to Lord William Bentinck; a statement of transports, and a paper 
of the Marquis of Romana upon the line of march from Corunna into Cas-^ 
tile. I immediately wrote to Sir David Baird, to inform him of my inten- 
tion to march the whole of the troops by land, and to prevent his sending 
round the transports from St. Andero to Corunna ; but, had I wished to send 
any part of the army by sea, I could have done it without the aid of these 
transports, as there still remains here, after the embarkation of the French^ 
tonnage for 12,000 men. I have received Letters within these two da}rs 
from Lord William Bentinck, from Madrid, of the 8th instant, in which he 
mentioned that the Spanish Government had been thrown into a considerable 
degree of alarm, in consequence of a letter intercepted from the Government 
of Bayonne to Marshal Jourdan^ informing him, that, between the l^th of 
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October and l6th November, 66,000 infantry, and from 5 to 7,000 cavalry 
would enter Spain. Lord William seems to consider this alarm, upon the 
whole, as salutary, although he gives credit to the contents of the letter ; 
as the former supineness of the Central Council, its confidence and indiffer- 
ence to the existing danger, had been succeeded by a state of great activity. 
The troops from Madrid had been ordei-ed to advance by double marches. 
General Castanos was sent to the army ; and a determination was come to 
to appoint Mr. Morla of Cadiz, Minister for the War department, a man 
from whose ability and energy of character much benefit was to be expected. 
A letter was also written to Mr. Stuart, by Count Florida Branca, to press 
the immediate junction of the British force. The letters which I wrote^ 
both to Lord William and Mr. Stuart, on the 10th, would inform them of 
the succours coming from England, and the measures I wa& taking to accet 
lerate the march of the troops. 

It is impossible to be more anxious than I am to get forward ; but it is 
needless to take forward troops without the means to enable them to act ; 
and however light the equipment I have fixed, yet the diflicuhy of pro^ 
curing it is very considerable; add to this, a Commissariat extremely 
zealous, but quite new and inexperienced in the important duties whicli it 
now fells to tiieir lot to execute. I am, however, sufficiaitly aWare of the 
importance of even the name of a British army in Spain, and I am hunyin^ 
as much as possible. The greatest part of the troops are in motion ; in the 
course of this week all will, I hope, be dear of Lisbon. As soon as they! 
are placed on their different routes, and I have cbncluded the aningements 
here, I shall leave the conduct of the marches to the Cxeherals conducting^ 
the difierent columns, and shall proceed myself direct to Almeida, to deter* 
mine their further movement. 

I have received no report yet of the arrival of Sir David Baird. I expecif 

it daily, and have already sent two Staff Ofiicers to join hini. ; 

I have the honour to be, &c. *> 

JohnMoor£.(> 
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Letter from Sir John Moore to Lord Castlereagh. 

MY LORD^ Lish(m, ISth October, 180S. 

I WISH I could announce to your Lordship % greater prpgoesa, 
and that this letter bad been addressed from any where but from Lisboow 
All I can assure you of is, that I am labouring in my vocation, wA if eaeh 
day does not produce all the eilect I could wish, or which, perhaps, I have 
a right to expect ; yet there is no day which has not prodi;ieed wm^y and we 
are accordiii^y getting on. In nrae ctf the departments is ^ere any want 
of zeal ; but in some of the important ones there is m«ch want of eicp^ience« 
**♦♦♦* This remark applies particularly to the C<im- 
missariat, few of whose members have ever seen an army in the fidbl. The 
short maritime expeditions in which th^ have been empfeyed, reqxiire but 
middling talents, and give them but little or no experience of the operations 
th^ are now called upon te perform, I have no compliatnt to make* Mr^ 
Erskine is a dever man, of strict int^ri^ ; but still his habits have not 
been mch of late, as to prepare Him for a ntuation, to fill which so much 
ability and energy should be united. Mr. Erskine's character for integrity 
and honour may be of much use at the head of the department. * * 

I have only touched upon this subject in my official letter; but I take the 
liber^ you have given me to address you privately, to impress it seriously 
upon your Lordship's attention, as one of the greatest importance. The 
department itself must not be looked to; in it, I am persuaded, proper 
Oflicers will not be found ; but men of business and of resource are to be 
found in London ; and it is such men only who are fit for the higher branches 
of the Commissariat. 



Digitized by 



Google 



APPESFDIX. 1^ 

I have no hope of getting f(»'ward at present with more than the light 
baggi^of the troops^ the aaamunition immediately necessary for the service 
of the artillery, and a very scanty supply of medicines. The depdt which 
I wish to establish at Almeida^ I cannot wait for; but I hope the expe- 
rience which is acquired in setting the troops in motion, will enable tlie Com- 
missariat, when we are gone, to forward what is wanted for Almeida. 

The Officers proposed to be sent from Madrid and the Spanish army, 
are not yet arrived ; but, upon the information I have, I shall proceed, and 
am retarded only by my own arrangement. Money and shoes are the two 
articles we shall be principally in want of; and with respect to shoes, what- 
ever quantities are sent, I should wish they were carefully inspected, as in 
general they are very bad. B. Gen. Sontag came here some time ago 
from Oporto. He shewed me your Lordship's instructions, to be employed 
in the South f)f Spain; but the Spantards have* expressed a dislike to have 
foreigners sent amongst them, though they are pleased to see any English- 
men. I should, therefore, upon this ground, have thought it proper to stop 
General Sontag ; but it appears to me no longer necessary to employ Officers 
in ihe distant provinces^ since the Central Government is formed at Madrid; 
withr which I shall be henceforward in direct comwiunication. I have, there^ 
fore, also put an end to Major Cox's mission at Seville, and have ordered' 
him to Ktnm to his regiment at Gibraltar ; and I believe it will be equally 
neceBsarysoon to odl in the otfher Officers employed in iJiifi manner ^tfr 
iiiediffisrMt Spanish allies. lunderstsmd that Colonel Doyle received at 
fir*, from some <rf the provincial Governments, the rank of B; Generally 
and he hasr itow got, from General Blake, that of MarshaF de Camp, of 
Major General.' It strike me as an impropriety in British Officers to tate 
rank in a foreign service without the King's permission; and dangerous in' 
another view, as the hope of such promotion may tempt them to ft)rget the 
interest of the service for which they were sent, and their duty as British ' 
Officers. At any rate, I see no good puqK>se it can answer ; and when the 
armies join it may be troublesome. 

I have the honour to be, &c. ' 

John Moore. 
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P. S. I propose to employ B. General Sonto^ in taking chafge of the 
sick left at Lisbon, and in forararding them to the army when recovered ; 
and in assisting in forwarding the difFerent articles for the use of the army, 
and the depdt at Almeida. 



G. 



Letter from Sir John Moore to Lord Ca$tlereagh, 



MY LORD, Liihon, 5i7th Octobers 180S, 

Every thing is now clear of Lisbon, except two r^ments 
which march to-morrow and the day following ; and I shall mysdf leave it 
in a couple of hours. 

I am under the necessity of sending General Hope with the artillery^ 
cavalry, and a corps of infantry, in all about 6,000 men, by the great road 
leading from Badajos to Madrid ; as every information agreed, that no other 
"Waa fit for the artillery, or could be recommended for the cavalry, This is 
a great roujo^, apd will separate the corps, for a time, from the rest of the 
army ; but there is no help for it ; the road turns to the left a short distance 
from Madrid, and leads upon Espinar, from whence it can be directed on 
Valladolid and Burgos, or whatever other place may be judged hereafter best 
for the assembling of the army. 

Sir David Baird arrived at Corunna on the 13th instioit ; but as it had 
not been previously notified to the Provincial Junta, he was not permitted 
to land his troops until an answer was received frpm Madrid. I have not 
heard from Sir David since that answer was returned ; but I conclude that 
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he landed on the Slat. I have written to him to march upon Astorga n» 
soon as his corps is equipped, WiA the infentry which marched from this 
direct upon Almeida and Ciudad Rodrigo, I sbaH not advance hejroncf 
Salamanca; until the corps under Baird and Hope approach Astorga and 
Espinar, b^t shalLcoIIect them in Almeida, Ciudad Rodrigo, and Salamanca. 
This, at least, is my intention at present ; and I shall consider myself fortu- 
nate if they reach those places before the first rains, which, in general, last 
six or eight days, and fall so heavy, that, during their continuance, the 
troops must halt 

I have directed Sir David Baird to form a small dep6t of provisions and 
ammunition at Astorga. I am endeavouring to form one at Almeida ; but 
the difficulty of carriage through Portugal is such, that it is extremely 
doubtful whether it will be formed in time to be of much use. As we ad- 
vance, Coninna must be the place from whence our supplies from England 
are drawn; Liabcm and Portugal become then of no use to us. I have, 
however, under present circumstances, and until the army is united, thought 
it right to request Sir Charles Cotton not to send home the transports ; and 
to this he has consented, unless he should be otherwise directed from 
E^i^and. Some ordnance and other ships should, at any rate, be left, at 
Lisbon, for the conveyance of such stores and provisions as may be wanted, 
to Corunna. 

Colonel Lopez, the Officer sent to me from Madrid, was with me two 
diys ; he is now gone to aid General Hope's march. He is very confident 
we shall not want supplies ; and it is upon this general assurance of the 
Spanish Government that I am leading the army into Spain without aiiy 
established magazines. In this situation nothing is more essentially requi- 
^te than money ; and, unfortunately, we have been able to procure here 
very little. Sir David Baird has come without any, and his troops paid only 
totheS4th September; and from this we could only send him ^.8,Q00. 
Mr. Elfskine has, I believe, written upon this subject, and I should hope 
that a supply was now on its passage. It is my intention, as soon as I have 
made the necessary arrangements for the troops at Almeida and Rodrigo, 
&c. to go for a few days to Madrid. No Commander in Chief is yet named ; 

c 
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and I fear the oonftequences, should the TVench, reinforced^ be able to act 
offensively, and the different Spanish armies continue to be directed bjr 
ft Council residing at Madrid. 

I have the honour to be^ &c. 

John Moore. 



H. 



Resolution of a Council of fVar of Spanish Generals. 

7\ide2a, hthNw. 1806. 

Attention being had to the actual state of penury and want, 
which the Army of the Centre, destitute of the most necessary mewis, is 
sttflfering^ considering also that their effective force is much less than had 
been supposed, it is agreed that, in the present moment, it cannot be of as- 
sistance to the Army of the Left, notwithstanding the conviction of the ur- 
gency of such assistance. But it is agreed that the Estremadura troops, 
which ought to arrive at Burgos on the 6th or 7th of the present month, 
should pass towards Ona and Frias to support the right of General Blake ; 
and that then the army of the Centre, leaving a flying corps of observation 
on the right bank of the Ebro toward^ Calaorra, should unite itself to the 
army of Arragon, for the purpose of acting offensively, as circumstances 
may require ; this being the best means of remedying the actual state of 
weakness, and of accomplishing that system of movements which the com- 
parative state of ours and of the Enemy's force requires. 
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To H. E. Charles Stuart. 

SIR, 

The Supreme Central Junta is assured that nothing is more 
necessary in the actual state of affairs than to unite against the common 
Enemy the greatest military force possible, to dislodge him without the least 
delay from the Spanish territory, and that it is expedient that the British 
auxiliary troops unite, with the greatest expedition, with the Spanish army, 
in order to co-operate with it ; and anxious that the British troops should 
march with the celerity that circumstances and the interests of the two 
governments require, I am directed by the Supreme Junta to acquaint your 
Excellency with its wishes, so that the march and union of the English 
troops with our armies may be accelerated, as highly favourable to the com- 
mon cause we defend; requesting your Excellency to take the necessary 
steps to effectuate this, the Supreme, Junta is ready to contribute most pow- 
erfully on its part to remove every obstacle, and render ev^ assistance pos- 
sible, and is persuaded that Y. £• on your part will effectually labour for the 
same purpose. 

I have the honour, &c« 
6 Nw. Arw^uet. PfiDRO CftVAJiLOS. 



MUY SENIOR MIO, 

La Suprema Junta Central reconoce que en la situacion actual 
nada es tan necessario como reunir contra el Enemigo comun la mayor fii- 
erza armada posibile, p* desalojarle sin perder momento del territorio 
Espanol, y que comviene que las tropas Britanicas auxiliares se reunan a la 
mayor brebedad al Exercito Nacional con quien havran de obrar de concierto ; 
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y descarido que las tropas Britanicas marchen con la oeleridad que exigen las 
circumstancias y los interezes de ambos Goviemos^ tengo orden de S. M. la 
Suprema Junta de manifestar a V. S* sus deseos de que accelere la marcha 
y reunion de las tropas Inglesas con nuestros exercitos^ como sumamente 
conducente al bien de la cauza que defendemos ; convidando a V. S. k tomar 
de comun acuerdo las providencias correspondientes al efecto, p* la Suprema 
Junta esta pronta contribuir poderosamente por su parte k la remocion de 
todo embarazo^ y a &cilitar todos los auxilios oportunos que esten en su ar-« 
bitrio, al paso que se lisongea de que V. S. p'su parte contribuiraeficazmente 
al mismo intento. Tengo el honor de ofreoer a V. S. mis deseos de compla- 
eerie y servirle. Dios gue a V. S. m* a*. Aranjuez 6 de Noviembre de 
1808. B. L. M. de V. S. auSeg<>, &c, 

Pedro Csvallos. 
5^ Stuart. 



Letter from Viscount Castlereagh to Lieutenant-Oeneral 
Sir John Moore. 

int.. Downing Sireti, 14 1^. 1806. 

Wrra the exception of the four regiments of cavalry and two 
troops of horse artillery, which are under orders to embark upon the 
return of the horse transports from Corunna, your army, consisting of 
the numbers stated in the margin *, will, I trust, by the time this dispatch 
shall reach you, have assembled on such points of the Spanish fronti^sr as 
have been concerted with the Spanish Government, and be preparing to 
advance. 

» SteiaBQVtagaL83,745.~Bron» Eo^aad 14,561.r-42avalry« &c. to go 8,7Ga— Totef, 4l,O60L 
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. In entering upon sendee in Spain fou will keep in mind that the British 
army is sent by His Majesty as an auxiliary force, to support the Spanish 
Nation against the attempts of Buonaparte to effect their subjugation. 

You will use your utmost exertions to assist the Spanish armies in sub- 
duing and expelling the Enemy from the Peninsula; and in the conduct of 
your command you will conform to the regulations hereafter stated with 
respect to the question of militaiy rank^ i»id your intercourse with the Go* 
vemment of Spain. 

In framing these Instructions it is necessary distinctly to proride, first, for 
the case of the Spanish Government having entrusted the command of their 
armies to a Generalissimo^ or Commander in Chief ; and secondly, for the^ 
case wiiich has hitherto existed, of distinct armies, each commanded by its 
own General. 

Should the Spanish Government appoint a Commander in Chief of alt 
their armies (the necessity of whidi appointment every day's experience ap- . 
pears to demonstrate) you wiU oonsider yourself as placed under the orders 
of that officer. 

If the aunies of Spain shoiidd remain as they have hitherto done, under 
their respective chiefs, the co-operation of the British army must, in that 
case^ remain to be settled as a matter 6f omcert by you with the commanders 
of the respective armies of Spain^ in connection with whom you may be 
carrying on operationB. 

When the officers of the British and Spanish armies meet in service, they 
must take rank according to the dalfees of their respective commissions, with- 
out reference to the powers from whom those commissions are derived, pro- 
vided such commissions are at fMresent acknowledged by the Supreme Go- 
vernment of Spain. 

Tou are to consider tfaa^ the British force under your command is intended 
to act as a field army, to be kept together as far as the circumstances of the 
war will permit ; and liiat all orders from the Commander in Chief, pro^. 
ceeding either directly or through his stafi^ are to be given to the British 
army thsough you as its immediate Commander ; that it is not to be sepa- 
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rated into detachments, nor any detachment to be made (rom ^t but with 
your entire concurrence, and by your express order. It is not to be em- 
ployed in garrisons, whereby a material diminution would be made of its 
efiective strength in the field, nor to be occupied in sieges without your par- 
ticular consent. 

Whenever you shall have occasion to make any communication to the 
Spanish Government, you are to correspond with it through the Minister at 
Madrid, and all communications from the Spanish Government are to be 1 

made to you through the same channel ; and although communications 
either from the Spanish Government or the British Minister are not to be 
considiered by you as in the nature of orders, you will nevertheless receive 
such requisitions or representations upon all occasions with the utmost 
deference and attention ; and in case you shall feel it your duty to dissent 
from them, you will take care to represent in the fullest manner your reasons 
for so doing, as well to the British Minister, for the information of the 
Spanish Government, as to the Government at home. 

You are also to keep up a constant and intimate correspondence with the 
British Minister, and to co-operate in the most cordial manner with him in 
carrying on the public service. 

Should any difierence of opinion arise on important military subjects be- 
tween you and the Spanish Commander in Chief, you are to consider it your 
duty to pay obedience in the first instance to the orders you may receive ; 
but you will, if you shall think it necessary, make a representation there- 
upon, through the British Minister, to the Supreme Government of Spain^ 
as also to me for His Majesty's information. 

As it is of peculiar importance, at the present moment, that His Majesty*s 
Government should receive early, regular, and detailed reports of your pro- 
ceedings, I am to desire that you will make it a rule to address a dispatch 
to me at least once in every week, or as much oftener as any occurrence of 
sufficient importance may arise, always being careful to send duplicates of 
the preceding dispateh by the subsequent conveyance. 

It will be most grateful to His Majesty to find that the intercourse 
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between the British army and the Spaniards has been invariably distinguished 
by marks of reciprocal confidence and kindness. His Majesiy cannot doubt 
that the most exemplary discipline will be observed ; and His Majesty com- 
mands me particularly to enjoin^ that the utmost respect and deference 
should be shewn by his troops upon all occasions towards the manners and 
customs of the Spanish Nation. His Majesty trusts that the example and 
influence of the ofiicers will be directed to inspire this sentiment throughout 
every branch of the army* 

I have the honour to be^ &c» 

CAfftLSKEAOB* 

7b Lieut.-O^nerat Sir John Moore, K. B. ^c. ^€. S^. 



Letter Jrom Sir John Moore to Lord CcutkreagL 

MY L0RD> Sdkmiimca, Uih No9. 1808. 

I HAD the honour upon the 17th instant to receive your Lord* 
ship^s dispatches of the Sd, conveyed to me by a Ring*s Messenger. 

My Letter from Lisbon of the S7th October would apprize your Lordship, 
that having concluded every arrangement there^ I was about to follow the 
troops then already upon their march into Spain* As I travelled vrith my 
own horses^ and was necessarily detained by business^ at diflferent places 
upon the road> I did not reach Salamanca until the 13th* On the day fol- 
lowing the regiments began to arrive^ and continued daily to come in by 
corps in succession. The tluree divisions of infantry, which marched under 
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Lieut.-Gen. Fraser, Major-Generals Paget and Beresford^ aie now all heve; 
together with one brigade qf artillery^ which^ with mfinite difficulty:^ fol- 
lowed the road by Abrantes and Castle Branco. One brigade of in&ntiy, 
which leUt Lisbon last, is still absent. It is employed in the escort of the ^ 
ordnance, and the other stores which are forwarding for the service of the 
Army. 

The troops have performed their march well^ in q>fte of very bad 
weather, and the worst roads I ever saw. Their appearance^ now is as good, 
and their fitness for service much better, than when they left Lisbon. 
Their conduct upon the march, and since their arrival here, has been 
exemplary. All tl^is does then b^notu^ and marks slrangly the care and 
attention of the Generals and Officers who conducted the marches, and who 
are in the immediate command of the troops. 

Lieut-General Hope, with the corps which marched from Badajos, in 
!the direction of Madrid, will arrive; with the head of that division, at 
Arevalo, on the 35th ; where I have ordered it to halt, and to close up. 
The first of the troops under Sir David Baird, from Corunna, reached As- 
torga on the 13th; and the whole, including the 7th, loth, and 15th 
dragoons, will be assembled there about the fifth of December ; before which 
time General Hope's corps will also be collected at Arevalo. 

If we are not interrupted, the junction of the Army vrill be efiected early 
in the ne]tt month. But the French, after beating the army of Estrema- 
dura, are advanced to Burgos. Gen. Blake's army in Biscay has been 
defeated, dispersed, and its officers and soldiers are flying in every direc- 
tion ; and the armies of Castanos and FaLafox, on the Ebio and Alagon, are 
at too greal; a distance to render me the smallest assistance. Under si^ch 
cin^nnxstances the junction of this Army becomes exceedingly precarious, 
and requires to be condacted with much etreumspection. Should the 
French advance i^n us before it is e&cted. Sir David Baird must retire 
qpon Conmna^ and I shall be forced to &11 back upon Pbrti^al, or to join 
General Hope, and retire upon Mactid* 

The information which your Lordship must already be in possession o# 
renders itftperhaps^ less necessary for mie to dwell upon the state of afl^ira 
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in Spain^ so different from that which was to be expected from the reports 
of the officers employed at the head quarters of the different Spanish 
armies. They seem all of them to have been most miserably deceived; 
for until lately^ and sinoe the arrival of Mr. Stuart and Lord William Ben- 
tinck at Madrid, and of Colonel Graham at the Central Army, no just re- 
presentation seems ever to have been transmitted. Had the real strength and 
a>mpositk>n of the Spanish armies been known, the defenceless state of the 
country, and the character of the Central Government, I conceive that 
Cadiz, not Corunna, would have been chosen for the disembarkation of the 
troops from England; and Seville or Cordova, not Salamanca, would have 
been selected for the proper place for the assembling of this Army.' 

The Spanish Government do not seem ever to have contemplated the pos* 
sibility of a second attack, and are certainly quite unprepared to meet that 
which is now made upon them. Their armies are inferior even in number 
Ao the French. That which Blake commanded, including Romana*8 corpse 
did not exceed 37,000. A great proportion of these were peasantiy. The 
annies of Castanos and Palafox united do not now exceed 40,000, and 
are not,, I suspect, of a better description ; and until lately th^ were mudi 
weaker. 

r 

In the provinces no armed force whatever exists, either for immediate pro* 
tection, or to reinforce the armies. The French cavalry from Burgos, in 
small detachments, are over-running the province of Leon, raising contribu- 
tions, to which the inhabitants submit without the least resistance. The 
enthusiasm, of which we heard so much, no where appears ; whatever good- 
will there is (and I believe amongst the lower order there is a great deal) is 
taken no advantage of. 

I am at this moment in no communication with any of the Generals com- 
manding the Spanish armies. I am ignorant of their plans, or of those of 
the Government. General Castanos, with whom, after repeated application, 
I was desired to communicate, for the purpose of combining the operations 
of the British Army, was deprived of his command at the momeikt*! had 
begun my correspondence with him. The Marquis of Romana, who is 
appointed his successor, isstiUatSantander. Whatever weight the Jlarquil 

d 
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may have, when He assumes the command, General Gattsnos had veiy little; 
the Generals intrigued against him, and Civil Commissaries sent by the 
Supreme Junta, without any plan c^ their own, served no other purpose but 
to excite dissension, and to controul his actions. In this state of things it 
is difficult for me to form any plan for myself, beyond the assembling of the 
Army. I duiU then be in a state to undertake somediing; and if the 
Spaniards, roused by their misfortunes, assemble round us, and become once 
more ^ithusiastic and determined, there may still be hopes of retelling the 
French. It is my wish to lay before your Loiddhip, for the infi:>rmation of 
Govemment, things exactly as they are : it answens no good purpose to 
represent them otiiaimse, for it is thus ilhat we must meet them. I fed no 
despcmdency in myself, nor do I wish to excite aay in others, but our situa- 
tion is likely soon to become sn arduous one. 

Reverses must be expected — and, though I am confident this Army will 
always do its daty^ yet ultimate success will ds^iend more upon the Spaniards 
themselves, and their endiusiastic dsvotion to their cause, than on the etforts 
of the British ; who, withoutsuch sod, are not sufficiently numerous to xesiat 
the armies which will be immediatdy cfiposed to them. 

I have the honour^ &c. 

JohhMoqu* 



M. 



Letter frmn Sir John Moore to Lord CmsHereagk. 

MY U>IUD, SajUamami,.Nmf. U, 1808. 

I HAVE been so natuch occupied with the business of the Army» 
that I have trusted, to Mr. Frere, Mr. Stuart, and Lord William Bentinck, ta 
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dcmvey to your Iiordship a just representation of the state^ civil and military, 
of this Country. This army is certainly tbo mtidh adventured^ and risks to be 
brought into action before it is united^ and before its stores, ammunition, 
ftc. are brought forwkrd to eifable it to act. I nerer understood the meaning 
of the l^anish Generals, in separating theii^ anwies, beyond communication, 
on each flank of the French ; but I gave them credit that their plans were 
Calculated upon their strength, and framed upon a knowledge of country, and 
other circumstances of winch 1 was ignorant ; and as they proposed Burgos, 
I certainly thought I was perfectly safe in assembling liie army at Salamanca: 
but if I had had sooner a conception of the weakness of the Spanish armies^ 
the defenceless state of the country, the apparent apathy of the people, amd 
^be selfish imbeciRty of the Government, I should certainly have been in no 
baste to enter Spain, or to have approached the scene of action^ until the 
army was united, and every preparatory arrangement made for its advance. 
After I was here, and the troops were landed at Corunna, it was too late to 
retire ; though I fear it may prove the wisest thing I could have done ; for I 
see nothing that has a chance of resisting the force that is now brought against 
this country. There seems neither to be an army, generals, nor a government. 
I cannot calculate the power of a whole people determined and enthusiastic, 
if persons are brought forward with ability to direct it; but at present nothing 
of this kind appears, and yet I see no other chance Spain has of resistance. 
We are here by ourselves, left to manage the best way we can, without com- 
munication with any other army ; no knowledge of the strength or position 
of the Enemy, but what we can pick up in a countiy where we are strangers, 
and in complete ignorance of the plans or wishes of the Spanish Government. 
Indeed, as iar as I can learn, the Junta, alarmed at their situation, which they 
might have foreseen and obviated, are incapable of forming any plan, or of 
coming to any fixed determination. I have of course communicated my 
sentiments to Mr. Frere, and in a late letter have plainly told him, that the 
ruin of the Spanish cause seemed to me so inevitable, that it would very soon 
become my duty to consider alone the safety of the British army, and with- 
draw it from a contest which risked its destruction, without the prospect of 
doing the least good. In the mean time, I am in constant communication 
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with Sir David Baird >md General Hope. Every thing is forwarding ttoiat 
Corunna and Lisbon that we can want, as £Eist as the natural difficulties o£ 
the countries through which they pass^ and the scanty means of conveyance 
they afford, will allow.. Every* effort shall be exerted on my part^ and that 
of the officers with me> to unite the army. But your Lordship nsust be 
prepared to hear l^at we have failed; for situated as we are, success cannot 
be commanded by smy effi>rts we can make^ if the Enemy are prepared to 
oppose us. I am without a shilling of money to pay the army their subsis- 
tence, and I am in daily apprehension that, from the want of it, our supplies 
will be stopped. The 500,000 dollars your Lordship mentions. Sir David 
Baird considered as sent to him ; he detained them, ai^d has nearly expended 
them. The money which it is possible to procure at. Madrid and in other towns 
of Spain is quite trifling, and it is impossible to describe the embarrassment we 
are thrown into from the want of this essential article; nothing but abundance 
of money, and prompt payments,, will compensate, whea we begin to move^. 
for the want of experience and ability of our Commissariat. Mr. Erskine t& 
still at Lisbon^ confined to his bed with the gout, lliere must be a change 
in the head of this department : your Lordship seems to have misunderstood; 
me ; assistants can easily be procured every where^ but it is a man of ability to^ 
direct, that is wanted. And believe me^ mj Lord^ that it is essentially neces- 
sary to find one if this ariny is kept together, even if,, to do it, you deviate from, 
the common line, and place a maaas the head> who has never before been-, 
in the department; but I beg to be understood^ that,, unless the change is 
essentially for the better, it will do more harm than good.- The changes 
which have already taken place have only tended to puzzle us the more,- for 
Mr. Kennedy is a very respectable man, and is at least as good as any of his. 
colleagues in the department. I have transmitted to Mr. Erskine copies of 
Mr. Harrison's and Mr. Burgman's letters,, which accompanied your dis- 
patches ; but I doubt if moni^ to any considerable amount oan be procured 
in any part of Spain; and your Lordship must be prepared to supply it from 
England. Provisions can be of no use to us, unless we were acting upon the 
eoast ; it would be impossible, when at a distance, to have them conveyed to 
us^ or to find the means of their accompanying the movement of the troops* 
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It b my iatentioii to make the troops find their own meat, and to call upon 
the Commiasary for breads wine, and forage only. This would be attended 
with many good efiects, besides easing the Commissariat. The troops would 
be satisfied with leas meat, and would gradually learn to live upon what the 
country produced in greatest abundance ; but to adopt this plan, I must be 
certain of money to pay them, which at present I am not. With respect to 
the officers employed with the armies, I cannot help thinking, though pro-' 
bably not intentionally^ that they have done harm, as the intelligence they 
have conveyed has tended to deceive; for nothing can dififer more from the 
leal state of Spain, the strength, condition, and composition of itis armies^ 
than all the representations I have ever read^ which they had sent. 

Major-Genend Leith is an old acquaintance of nunc, and he perfectly de- 
serves die charwter you give of him % although from letters I have seen from 
him, 1 think he has in some instances mistaken the purposes of his mission. 
At present he can be of little use with a dispersed army; and as from the Ge- 
neral Officers who left us, we are in want of Officers to command the brigades^ 
I trust you will approve of my having ordered him to join Sir David Baird ; he 
will leave one of the officers attached to him to carry on the correspondence. 



[This passage contains observations o» Me alilities of several individuals, 
Spanish and British, very important Jbr Ministers, but not proper for 
the pubHe ei/e^ # # # # # 

« « * * * * 

The British officers employed with the Spanish armies should confine 
themselves to their duty to transmit feithfiil statements of all that passes, 
but should keep aloof from all cabals or intrigues. I have no uneasiness 
about the relative nrtk I should hold when serving with the Spanish Ge- 
nerals, though perhaps it will be right for the British Government to stipuliate 
something upon this headw My situation at the head of so large a British 
force will always give me sufficient influence. The .tone of my letter to 
General Castanos was conciliatory, and. tending to convey that I considered 
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htm as chief of the Spanish anny^ the per8<« whose wishes I desired to fol<- 
low^ and begged him to communicate them to me. I shall adopt the same 
style in my correspondence with the Marquis of Romana. I perfectly fed 
the power I have^ as commanding sn auxiliary fcH'ce^ to dqpart from any phot 
I disapprove ; but this need not be produoed uidess required : it is natmvt 
tfiat the Commander of the Spani^ army should be ccmsidaed as ^e Com- 
mander of the whole. What I have stated in my official dispatch of the 
ccmduct of the troops^ is not more than they deserve: nothing can exceed 
their behaviour ; it ia the surprize and admiration of the Spaniards. * 

^ ' ^ * At Almeida was the enly exception. * * 

«** * * m *♦• 

One of the soldiers who was sentenced ta be hanged by a Court Martial^ I 
wdered to be executed; and I spoke my mind pretty^ freely to both the offi- 
eers and soldiers as I passed Almeida. I hope this will have a good efiect; 
and that when ihey join the army^ they wilt behave better. Brigadier-Genend 
Charles Stuart is with General Hope. I forwarded his letter to him ; and I 
hear good accounts both of him and of the Cavalry. 

I have the honour to be^ fcc. 

John Moorg. 



N. 



Letter from &> John Msare to L&rd Castlereagh. 

MT LORD^ SGlmmanca, 25 Nw. 1906. 

In answer to your Lordship's Letter^ inclosing the Copy of a 
Warrant for the assembling a Court of Enquiry to investigate the circum- 
stances under which the late Convention in Portugal was concluded ; I have 
only to say^ that I hope^ in the middle of such operations as I am at present 
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engi^ed m^ I shall not be desired to send home the Ac^ufant and Qaarter* 
Master Generals of the Army; Ihe two Ofitcers upon whom hinges the whole 
business of the Army. It is hidrdly neoessary for me to dwell upon such a 
subject; the Members themselves must be sufficiently acquainted with the 
inocNivenience which must attend such a measui*e to ine; and the injury 
which it wiU occasion to the service. I trust that the Court and Parties will 
either dispense with the evid^ice of these officers^ or that they will send out 
the questions which they wish to be answered ; when thejr can be taken upon 
oath here^ before the Deputy Ju(%e Advocate of the army. 

Indeed^ from the nature of the evidenee which Brigadier-General Clinton 
and Colonel Murray can give^ I should tlimk ihk method might be adopted 
with equal advantage to ail the parties ; but at any rate^ if this cannot be^ I 
hope the Enquiry will be put (^umtil quieter times. 

I Ymre the honour to be^ &c. 

JoHv Moore. 



Letter from Sir John Moore to Lord Castlereagh. 

MY LORD^ Salamanca, 26 Nov. 1808. 

I HAD the honour to receive your Lordship's letter, men- 
tioning, that it had been determined to send Sir JohnCraddock to command 
in Portugal, inconsequence of Sir Hany Burrard's recall ; but that his supe* 
rior rank was not to interfere with my command of the army in the field, in 
the event of the British army felling back on Portugal. Sir Harry Burrard sent 
an order to Maj.-Gen. Mackenzie, now with Sir David Baird, but who be- 
longs to the staff of Portugal, to go to Lisbon to take the command upon his 
departure; but, as the commotions which your Lordship mentions are long 
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since quelled^ and as Portugal is perfectly tranquil, I have talcen upon me 
to detain Maj.-Gen. Mackenzie with Sir David Baird^ who is much in want 
of General Officers^ until the arrival of General Leithj for whom I have sent 
to St. Andero^ 

I am not prepared at ttiis moment to answer minutely your Lordship's 
question respecting the defence of Portugal ; but I can say generally, that 
the frontier of Portugal is not defensible against a superior force. It is an 
open frontier, all equally rugged, but all equally to be penetrated. If the 
French succeed in Spain, it will be vain to attempt to resist them in Portu- 
gal. The Portuguese are without a military force ; and, from the experi- 
ence of their conduct under Sir Arthur Wellesley, no dependence is to be 
placed on any aid they can give. The British must in that event, I con- 
ceive, immediately take steps to evacuate the country. Lisbon is the only 
port, and therefore the only place from whence the army, with its stores, can 
embark. Elvas and Almeida are the only fortresses on the frontier. The 
first is, I am told, a respectable work. Almeida is defective ; and could 
not hold out beyond ten days against a regular attack. I have ordered a 
depdt of provisions, for a short consumption, to be formed there, in case 
this army should be obliged to fidl back. Perhaps the same should be done 
at Elvas. In this case we might check the progress of the Enemy, whilst 
the stores were embarking, and arrangements were made for taking off the 
Army. Beyond this the defence of Lisbon, or of Portugal, should not be 
thought of. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

JoQK Moore. 
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Letter from Sir John Moore to Lord Castlereagh. 

MY LORD^ Salamanca, 26 Nov. 1^08. 

It was my intention to have detained the Messenger until I 
should have received from Madrid Mr. Frere's dispatches ; but I have re- 
ceived no answer from him to the letters I wrote to him on the 19th, two 
days after the arrival of this messenger from England. I am averse to detain 
him longer, thinking the matter cojitained in my letters of the 24th suffi- 
ciently important not to be longer detained. I was the more surprized at 
not receiving any from Mr. Frere, as he should be able to judge, from the 
state of the Junta, and of the public mind there, what efforts are likely to be 
made to oppose the French ; and this is material to determine me whether 
to fall back on Portugal or Madrid, in case such measures are necessary. If 
I am obliged to iall back before my junction with Sir David Baird, it will, I 
think, be on Portugal. After the junction I am inctined to prefer Madrid; 
unless I plainly see that the game is up, and resistance on the part of Spain> 
vain. If we remain in Spain, too many cavalry cannot be sent, as the French, 
cavalry are numerous, and the Spaniards have few or none. Yesterday I 
received a letter from General Leith, from Leon ; where he had arrived with 
the Marquis of Romana. 

I am in hopes of seeing the Marquis of Romana as he passes to Madrid ; 
and think it most important that I should. General Blake is at no great 
distance from Leon ; but I believe alone, without any part of his force, which, 
is completely dispersed. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

John Moore*. 
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Q. 

From Mr. Frere to His Excellency Mr. De Garajf. 



SIR, ^ Aranjuez, 23 Nov. 1808. 

I HAVE thought proper to address your Excellency, as a Mem- 
ber and Secretary of the Supreme Central Junta, a representation which 
appears to me too important not to be communicated to that Assembly 
through a person distinguished by their confidence, and by the important 
office he holds. 

I have received letters from Sir John Moore, which render it necessary for 
me to recapitulate the complaints which he has addressed to me, and which 
he regrets he is not able to make in person at Aranjuez. 

He complains, in the first place, of the state of ignorance he is left in 
respecting the number and position of the Enemy's forces ; and even of the 
plans and operations of the campaign, to such a degree (he writes) that, 
when the very unmilitary evacuation of Valladolid by General Pignatelli took 
place, that Officer did not think it his duty to inform him of it. 

The particulars of the march, and of the effective strength of the army 
of Estremadura, were likewise for a long time unknown to him. The retreat 
of General Blake, and his subsequent retreat to Reynosa, he was also left 
ignorant of, until he learnt these events from Madrid. He continues in 
these words, " I am in no communication with any of the Spanish armies, 
" nor am I made acquainted with the plans either of the Government, or of 
*' the Generals. Castanos, with whom I was put in correspondence, is dis- 
^^ missed from his command, at the moment I expected to hear from him ; 
^' and Romana, with whom I suppose I now ought to correspond, is absent. 
'* In the mean time the French, whose numbers I cannot Team, are only 
'^ four days' march distant from my army, which is only assembling. No 
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^^ channel of information has heen opened for me^ and I have not been long 
^^ enough in the country to procure one for myself. I give you this in* 
^^ formation^ and I wish I could go myself to Aranjuez or Madrid, to make 
^^ a representation of it ; for, in truth, if things remain in this situation^ the 
^^ ruin of the Spanish cause, and the defeat of their armies, is inevitaUe ; 
*^ and it will become my duty only to consider the safety of the British 
*^ Army, and to take measures to withdraw it from a situation where, without 
" the possibility. of being useful, it is exposed to certain defeat.-' 

In answer to those observations respecting General Castanos and the 
Marquis of Romana,. your Excellency informed me, to my great surprise, 
that orders had been sent, ten days before, to the Marquis of Romana to 
come and take the commsmd of the Army of the Centre ; and to leave that 
of the North, and of the Asturias, under the command of General Blake. 

It seems to me that a secret known to two-and-thirty persons (the number 
of the Junta) might have been trusted to the Minister of His Britannic 
Majesty, without any great additional risk of its being divulged ; although 
there had been no question of a &ct so interesting, that (jlie knowledge of it 
was necessary for a correspondence, upon which might depend the safety of 
the English army. 

It appeared to me that your Excellency was not insensible to. the justice 
of this reflection ; to which I might have added, that the news of the entry 
of the French into Valladolid had been concealed from me ; aad, when I 
enquired if there was any foundatioa for the rumour which mentioned it, I 
was answered, that no official news had arrived that day, except a report 
respecting the moving some pieces of artillery, I believe, to Segovia. It was 
impossible for me to think, after such aa answer, that audientic accounts, 
had actually brought certain information of the event respecting which I 
was demanding an explanation; and that the &ct was dissembled by an 
equivocation founded upon the aoa-arrival of the official dispatches from the 
Commandant. 

The news of the defeat of General Blake, a piece of news which might, 
have occasioned the total loss of the two divisions under General Moore and 
Sir David Baird, was undoubtedly communicated to me ; but not until the 
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evening of the day which followed the arriyal of the courier. I am far from 
feeling myself the slightest ill-humour towards persons extremely respectable, 
and who, both in their answers and in their silence^ only follow the system 
which has been traced out to them ; but it is my duty to expostulate strongly 
against the continuation of a system which, without ensuring secrecy towards 
the Enemy, establishes distrust and mystery, instead of that confidence which 
should be the foundation of the united plans, on which the fate of the war 
must depend. 

I have learned with much pleasure the news of recalling the disorganizing 
Commission which had beeii sent to the Army of the Centre ; as well as that 
of nominating Mr. de Morla, with fall powers to confer and conclude with 
our Officers, Upon all business respecting an efiective system of co-operation ; 
and I hope that these powers will be further enlarged, both as to execution 
and deliberation. 

The Courier which was sent to the Marquis of Romana will have un- 
doubtedly carried an order to communicate freely with General Sir John 
Moore. 

I cannot finish without thanking your Excellency for the attention wiili 
which, at a first conference, you listened to the particulars of a representation 
tu> ^Ltnemdy disagreeable. 

I b^, &c. &c. 

J. H. FREas. 
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R. 

Letter from Sir John Moore to Lord Casttereagh. 

MY LORD, Salamanca, %9 Abo. 1608. 

I RBcsivxD yesterday evening a letter from Mr. Stoart, 
iaolosmg one fibm Lieut.-CoL Doyle, from Aranjuez, announcing the total 
defeat of tbe army of Castanos and Palafox. My junction with Sir David 
Baird, which was always extremely doubtful, although I was determined to 
try it, is become, I conceive, quite impracticable ; but if this army could 
be united, after the specimens we have had of the very little resistance oflfered 
by the Spaniards, what chance has this army alone of resisting the formidable 
numbers which will be immediately brought against it? I conceive the 
British troops were sent in aid of the Spanish armies ; but not singly to 
resist France, if the Spaniards made no efforts. By persevering longer I 
^ should certainly sacrifice the Army, without benefiting Spain. I have, 
therefore, determined to retire. I have ordered Sir David Baird to fall back 
on Corunna, and General Hope to endeavour, by forced marches, to join me 
at this place. I have already given your Lordship my opinion, that Portugal 
cannot be defended against a superior Enemy ; but the Spaniards may still 
give the French some occupation ; and the difficulties of the country, the 
swelling of the rivers, &c. may prevent the French from pushing us much, 
and enable me to stand for a time. This time can only be well employed in 
withdrawing the army, which can do no good here ; but which, if the 
Spaniards rouse, and get an able man at their head, are able to collect, and 
to make battle from the South. If landed at Cadiz we may still be useful. 
I have desired Sir David, therefore, to repair, when embarked, to the Tagus j 
and I should hope that your Lordship will immediately order a sufficient 
number of transports from England to receive the Army. When I left 
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Lisbon there was tonnage there for 13,000 men. It is by landing in the 

South of Spain, that now we can be of any use. The Spaniards have failed 

not so much from any fault or weakness in the people, as from the want of 

energy and ability in the government. If this be overset, and men of greater 

talent get to the head, there may still be a chance ; and, by throwing in arms 

and ammunition, and finally with this army, their affairs may be retrieved. 

It is, however, impossible, after what we have seen, to be very sanguine on 

this subject. 

• I shall probably have an opportunity of writing to you again very soon; 

but I was anxious not to detain Mr. Vaughan, who carries this, and who 

brought me Mr. Stuart's letter from Madrid. I shall anxiously wait for your 

Lordship's answer, and hope to find that the decision I have made meets 

the approbation of his Majesty's Government. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

John Moobjs. 

P. S. I shall write to the General commanding in Portugal to embark 

immediately the stores of the Army ; and to send provisions to Abrantes 

and Oporto for this Army. He will provision Elvas, and make dispositions 

to aid us in covering Lisbon. 



Ex^mo S*>^ 
Con esta fha digo lo que sigue al S^' Ministro de S. M. B. en Espan'a. 

Deseando la Junta Suprema Gobemativa del Reyno fixar de 
una vez su concepto acerca de las operaciones del Exercito auxiliar Yngles, y 
que la continuacion de planes decididos proporcione las ventajas que devemos 
esperar de las frierzas Espan olas auxiliadas de las Britanicas, ha juzgado 
conveniente comisionar sujetos q« al caracter, conocim**^, y experiencia military 
reuniesen las demas qualidades que se necesitan para encargo tan importante. 
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Las personas q^ por todas estas consideraciones ha juzgado mas aproposito son 
D^ Bentura Escalante^ Capitan General de los Real' Extos y del Reyno de 
Granada, Preside de Aquella Junta^ y el Brigadier ]> Agustin Bueno^ los 
quales saldrdn immediatamente para Salamanca a tratar con los S. S. Generals 
del Exto Yngles^ y convinar con ellos quantas medidas^ planes^ e ideas sean 
oportunas, decidan sobre las operacion* militares y demas puntx>s q^ ocurran 
y convenga arreglar ; afin de q® las tropas de S. M. B. obren de concierto coa 
las nuestras^ y accelerando sus movimientos convinados^ se eviten dilacioi^ 
tan contrarias a la noble empresa importante a ambas Naciones, cuyos lazes 
de amistad y de alianza van a estrechar mas y mas riesgos comunes^ y una 
gloria en q^ ntra generosa auxiliar tendrd la may' pte. 

Y lo traslado a V. E. para su gobiemo y q® le conste la autorizacion de q*^ 
van revestidos el Gerf Escalante y el Brigadier Bueno. 

Dios gue« a V. E. m» a'. R* Palacio de Aranjuez, 2S deNovembre de 1808. 

Martin de Gaeat. 
S"^ Gen^ en Xefe de las tropas de S. M. B. en Espana. 



T. 

Letter from Sir John Moore to Lord Castlereagh. 

MV LORD^ Salamanca, Dec. S, 1808. 

I HAD the honour to address your Lordship on the 29th of November, 
and to inform you with the determination 1 had come to, in consequence 
of the defeat of the army of General Castanos ; and General Hope, with the 
division he commands, marched to Avila to avoid the superior cavalry of the 
Enemy in the plain, and reached Alba de Tormes, foiur leagues from this. 
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yesterday ; his junction is thus secured^ and I am now preparing to fell back 
on Ciudad Rodrigo. The Enemy has directed his whole force towards Madrid^ 
which will probably give me time to reach Portugal unmolested. Buonaparte 
is at Aranda de Duero ; reinforcements join him daily. The French attacked 
and carried the pass of Somma Sierra on th^ 27th, which opens to them that 
of the Guardarama ; and they are in possession of S^ovia. The few Spanish 
corps opposed to them are composed of fugitives collected from the beat^i 
.armies, and they offer no resistance. I have had no communication with 
Madrid since the 30di of November ; the inhabitants had taken up arms^ 
were barricading the streets^ and expressed a determination to die rather than 
submit ; no such spirit has yet been manifested by any other force in Spain. 
How long the populace of a large town are likely to persevere in such a reso- 
lution^ or how long they will be able to withstand the formidable attack made 
against them^ I caiinot say. Your Lordship may believe that it was not with- 
out much reflection and extreme reluctance that I determined to withdraw 
the army from Spain^ and to abandon the cause, for the success of which the 
Government are so much interested, and the public mind so highly exalted. 
My letters to your Lordship, of the 25^1 and 26th November, containing a just 
representation of the state of affairs in this country, would tend to shew how 
much the Government and the people of England had been deceived, and 
would prepare your Lordship for the reverses which have since taken place. 
As long as there remained an army, and any hope of resistance on the part of 
the Spaniards, I was determined to persevere, at all risks, in the junction of 
the army, and then if General Castanos had received a check, or been forced 
to retreat, it was my intention, if nothing better offered, to march japon 
Madrid, from whence, getting behind the Tagus^ we should have given the 
Spaniards an opportunity of rallying around us, and have shared their fortunes. 
This intention I mentioned to your Lordship in my letter of the 26th, and I 
imparted it as a question to Mr. Frere for his opinion. But the sudden defeat 
of General Castanos' army, so complete, and yet accomplished after so little 
resistance, shewed with what little ardour the Spaniards are inspired in their 
country's cause — it left nothing either to aid me, or to prevent the farther 
progress of the Enemy. The British army was at that moment on its march 
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to collect at this place and Astorga. General Hope with the head of his 
division was at Villa Castin ; and from the collected manner in which it was 
necessary to march, he could not have joined me sooner than he has done ; 
Sir David Baird^s corps could not be collected at Astorga before the 4th of 
this month : it was thus impossible for this army to have been united before 
the 14th, or 13th ; and still later before it could be ready to undertake an 
offensive movement. ' This time was more than sufficient to enable the 
Enemy to finish the destruction of what little Spanish force remained, and to 
turn the greatest part of his army against the British, which when united 
does not exceed 26,000 men, but which probably he would be able to attack 
whilst detached and separated. I had the most perfect conviction, from ex- 
perience, of the want of energy and ability in the Spanish Government, and 
of the apathy of the people, and of the unprepared state of the country, and 
that upon the defeat of the armies no aid was to be expected from any other 
quarter. I considered the British army as standing alone, that its union could 
not be attempted without great hazard, and, if effected, that it could not 
withstand the great force that would be brought against it. It was vain, I 
thought, that under such circumstances it could retrieve the Spanish cause r 
and thou^ I knew the army would cheerfully attempt whatever I ordered, I 
thought my duty called upon me not to expose it to a contest in which its 
. best efforts could not promise to be successfiil. It may fairly be said that 
the British army never reached Spain : it cannot in the true sense be called an 
army until it is united and prepared to act ; the Spanish forces were defeated^* 
and their cause lost, before the British so constituted could come to dieir 
assistance. I feel the weight of the responsibility fallen to me ; I had nothing^ 
but difficulties to choose ; whether I have chosen the least, and that which 
will be the least disapproved by His Majesty and my Country, I cannot 
determine : my wish has been, to decide right : I reflected well upon the 
different duties I had to discharge; and, if I have decided wrong, it can only 
be because I am not gifted with that judgment which was imputed to me when 
I was entrusted with this important command. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

John Mooeb. 
f 
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From the London Newspapers, Dec. igth, 1808. 

«^ PARIS. 

Thirteenth Bulletin of the Army in Spain. 

Saint Martin, near Madrid, Dec. 7. 
** On the 29th ult. the head-quarters of the Emperor were 
removed to the village of Bonquillas. On the 30th, at break of day, the Duke 
of Belluno presented himself at the foot of the Soma Sierra. A division of 
13,000 men of the Spanish army of reserve defended the pass^e of the 
mountains. The Enemy thought themselves unattackable in that position. 
They were entrenched in the narrow passage called Puerto with 16 pieces 
of cannon. The 9th light infimtry marched upon the right, the 96th upon 
the causeway, and the 24th followed by the side of the heights, on the left.. 
General Senarmont, with six pieces of artillery, advanced by the causeway ; 
the action commenced by the firing of musketry and cannon. A chai^ 
made by General Montbrun, at the head of the Polish light horse, decided 
the affair ; it was a most brilliant one, and this regiment covered itself with 
glory, and proved it was worthy to form a part of the Imperial Guard. 
Cannons, flags, muskets, soldiers, all were taken, or cut to pieces. Eight 
Polish light horse were killed upon this causeway, and 16 have been 
wounded ; among the latter is Captain Dzievanoski, who was dangerously 
wounded, and is almost without hopes of recovery. Major Segur, Marshal 
of the Emperor's Household, charged among the Polish troops, and received 
many wounds^ one of which is very severe. Sixteen pieces of cannon^ tea 
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flags, thirty covered chests, 200 waggons laden with all kinds bTTSa'gjjagc, 
and the military chests of the regiiiients, are fruits of this brilliant aft«.ii>. 
Among the prisoners, who are numerous, are all the Colonels, or Lieute- 
nant-Colonels, of the corps of the Spanish divisions. All the soldiers would 
have been taken if they had not thrown away their arms and dispersed in 
the mountains. On the Ist of December the head-quarters of the Emperor 
were at St. Augustin, and on the 2d the Duke of Istria with cavalry com- 
manded the heights of Madrid. The infantry would not arrivei)efore the 
3d. The intelligence which we hitherto received led us to think that this 
town is sufiering under all kinds of disorders^ and that the doors are barri- 
caded. The weather is very fine/' 

MonUewr, Dec. l3iA» 

<' PAMS, Dec. 13th. 

Camp oe Madnd, Dee. 4th. 

^^ The town of Madrid has capitulated ; our troops entered it 

toKlay at noon.** 

Mimiieur, Dec. Uih. 



Prom the London Newspapers, December ag, l8o8. 

FOURTESNTH BULLETIN OF THE ArMY IN SPAIN. 

Madrid, Bth Dec. 
The 2d at noon his Majesty arrived in person on the heights 
which impend over Madrid ; on which were already placed the divisions of 
Dragoons of Generals La Tour^ Maubourg, and LaHoussaye^ and the Imperial 
Horse-Ouards. The anniversary of the Coronation^ that epoch which hat 
signalised so many days for ever fcHttunate for FVance^ awakened in all hearts 
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tJlS IT^*^ agreeable recollections^ and inspired all the troops with an enthusiasm 
^}i/ch manifested itself in a thousand exclamations. The weather was beauti- 
ful, and like that enjoyed in France in the finest days in the month of May. 
The Marshal Duke of Istria sent to summon the Town, where a military 
Junta was formed, under the presidency of the Marquis Castelar ; who had 
under his orders General Morla, Captain-General of Andalusia, and Inspector- 
General of Artillery. The Town contained a number of armed peasants, 
assembled from all quarters, 6000 troops of the line, and 100 pieces of can- 
non. Sixty thousand men were in arms ; their cries were heard on every 
side ; the bells of 200 churches rang altogether ; and every thing presented 
the appearance of disorder and madness. The General of the troops of the 
line appeared at the advanced posts, to answer the summons of the Duke of 
Istria. He was accompanied by thirty men of the people, whose dress, 
looks, and ferocious language, recalled the recollection of the assassins of 
September. When the Spanish General was asked whether he meant to 
expose women, children, and old men, to the horrors of an assault, he ma- 
nifested secretly the grief with which he was penetrated ; he made known, 
by signs, that he, as well as all the honest men of Madrid, groaned under 
oppression; and, when he raised his voice, his words were dictated by the 
wretches who watched over him. No doubt could be entertained of the 
excess to which the tyranny of the multitude was carried, when they saw 
him minute-down all his words, and cause the record to be verified by the 
assassins who surrounded him. The Aide-de-camp of the Duke of Istria, 
who had been sent into the town, was seized by men of the. lowest class of 
the people, and was about to be massacred, when the troops of the line, 
indignant at the outrage, took him under their protection, and caused him 
to be restored to his General. A butcher's boy from Estremadura, who 
commanded one of the gates, had the audacity to. require that the Duke of 
Istria should go himself into the town with his eyes blindfolded. General 
Montbrun rejected this presumptuous demand with indignation. He was 
immediately surrounded, and efiected his escape only by drawing his 
avrord. He narrowly espaped falling a victim to the imprudence of having 
forgot that he had not to make war witli civilized enemies. A little time 
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after, some deserters from the Walloon Guards came to the camp. Their 
depositions convinced us that the people of property, and honest men, were 
without influence ; and it was to be concluded that concihation was altogether 
impossible. 

The Marquis of Perales, a respectable man, who had hitherto appeared 
to enjoy the confidence of the people, had been on the day bdbre this ac- 
cused of putting sand in the cartridges. He was immediately strangled. It 
was determined that all the cartridges should be re-made. 3 or 4000 monks 
were employed upon this work at the Retiro. All the palaces and houses 
were ordered to be open, to furnish provisions at discretion. The French 
infantry was still three leagues from Madrid. The Emperor employed the 
evening in reconnoitring the town, and deciding a plan of attack, consistent 
with the consideration due to the great number of honest people always to be 
found in a great capital. 

To take Madrid by assault might be a military operation of little difficulty ; 
but to engage that great city to surrender, by employing alternately force 
and persuasion, and by rescuing the people of property, and real good men, 
from the oppression under which they groaned — this was what was really 
difficult. All the exertions of the Emperor, during these two days, had no 
other end. They have been crowned with the greatest success. 

At seven o*clock the division Lassisse of the corps of the Duke of Belluno 
arrived. The Moon shone with a brightness that seemed to prolong the day. 
The Emperor ordered the General of Brigade, Maison, to take possession of 
the Suburbs ; and chained* the General of Brigade, Lauriston, to support 
lum in the enterprize with four pieces of artillery belonging to the Guards. 

The sharp-shooters of the l6th regiment took possession of some build- 
ings, and in particular of the grand cemetery. At the first fire the Enemy 
shewed as much cowardice as he did of arrogance all the day. The Duke of 
Belluno em{dx>yed all the night in placing his artillery in posts marked out 
for the attack. At midnight the Prince of Neufchatel sent to Madrid a 
Spanish Lieutenant-Colonel of Artillery, who had been taken at Somosierra, 
and who saw with afifrigfat the obstinacy of his fellow-citizens. He took 
t^harge of the annexed letter. No. l. On the third, at nine in the morning,, 
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the same flag of truce returned to the Head-quarters with the letter, No. 2, 
But the General of Brigade Senarmont, an officer of great merit, had already 
placed 30 pieces of artillery, and had commenced^ very smart fire; which 
made a breach in the walls of the Retiro. The sharp-shooters of the division 
of Villatte having passed the breach, their battalion followed them ; and in 
less than a quarter of an hour 1000 men who defended the Retiro were 
knocked on the head. The Palace of tlie Retiro, the important posts of the 
Observatory, of the Porcelain Manufactory, of the Grand Barrack, the Hotel 
of Medina Cell, and all the outlets which had been fortified, were taken by 
our troops. On another side 20 pieces of cannon of the Guards, accompa- 
nied by light troops, threw shells, and attracted the attention of the Enemy 
by a false attack. 

It would have been a difficulty to form a conception of the disorder that 
reigned in Madrid, if a greater number of prisoners arriving in succession 
had not given an account of the frightful scenes, of every description, of 
which that capital presented the spectacle. They have intersected the streets, 
erected parapets on the houses ; barricades of bales of wool, and of cotton, 
had been formed; and the windows had been stopped with mattresses. 
Those of the inhabitants who despaired of a successful resistance were flying 
into the fields ; others, who had preserved some share of reason, and who 
preferred appearing in the midst of their property before a generous enemy, 
to abandoning it to the pillage of their fellow-citizens, demanded that they 
should not expose themselves to an assault. Those who were strangers to 
the town, or who had nothing to lose, were for a defience to the last ex- 
tremity, accused the troops of the line of treason, and obliged them to con- 
tinue their fire. 

The enemy had more than 100 pieces of cannon pointed ; a more consi- 
derable number of two and three pounders had been dug up, taken out of 
cellars, and tied upon carts, a grotesque train, and sufficient in itself to prove 
the madness of a people abandoned to itself. But all means of defence were 
become useless. The possessors of Retiro are always Masters of Madrid. 
The Emperor took all possible care to prevent the troops going from house 
to house. The City was ruined if many troops had been employed. Only 
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some companies of sharp*shooters advanced^ and the Emperor constantly 
refused to send any to sustain them. At eleven o'clock the Prince of Neuf- 
chatel wrote the annexed letter (No. 3). His Majesty^ at the same time, 
ordered the fire to cease on all points. 

At five o*clock General Morla^ one of the Members of the Military Junta, 
and Don Bernardo Yriarte, sent from the town, repaired to the tent of his 
Serene Highness the Major-General. They informed him that the most 
intelligent persons were of opinion, that the town was destitute of resources, 
and that the continuation of the defence would be the height of madness ; 
but that the lowest classes of the people, and the crowd of men, strangers to 
Madrid, wished to defend themselves, and thought they could do it with 
effect. They required the day of the 4th to make the people listen to reason. 
The Prince Major-General presented them to his Majesty the Emperor and 
King, who addressed them thus : ^^ You make use of the name of the People 
'^ to no purpose ; if you cannot restore tranquillity, and appease their minds, 
^^ it is because you have yourselves excited them — you have led them astray 
" by propagating falsehoods. Assemble the Clergy, the Heads of Convents, 
'* the Alcades, the men of property and influence, and let the town capitu- 
^^ late by six o'clock in the morning, or it shall cease to exist. I will not, 
". nor ought I to withdraw my troops. You have massacred the unfortunate 
^* French prisoners who had fallen into your hands. Only a few days ago 
^^ you suffered two persons in the suite of the Russian Ambassador to be 
*^ dragged along and murdered in the public streets, because they were 
*^ Frenchmen born. The incapacity and cowardice of a General had put 
*^ into your power troops who capitulated on the field of battle ; and the 
'^ capitulation has been violated. You, Mr. Morla, what sort of a letter did 
" you write to that General ? It well became you, Sir, to talk of pillage ; 
" you who, on entering Roussillon, carried off all the women, and distri- 
** buted them as booty among your soldiers ! Besides, what right had you to. 
" hold such language ? — the capitulation precluded you from it. See what 
" has been the conduct of the Enghsh, who are far from piquing themselves 
" on being rigid observers of the Law of Nations. They have complained 
" of the Convention of Portugal ; but they have carried it into efifect. To 
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" violate military treaties, is to renounce all civilization ; it is placing Generals 
" on a footing with the Bedouins of the desert. How dare you then pre- 
" sume to solicit a capitulation, you who violated that of Baylen ? See how 
" injustice and bad faith always recoil upon the guilty, and operate to their 
" prejudice. I had a fleet at Cadiz : it was in alliance with Spain ; yet you 
" directed against it the mortars of the town, where you commanded. I 
^' had a Spanish army in my ranks: I would have preferred seeing it embark 
^* on board the English ships, and being obliged to precipitate it from the 
" rocks of Espinosa, than to disarm it ; I preferred having 7000 more ene- 
^' mies to fight, rather than to be deficient in honour and good faith. Return 
*^ to Madrid : I give you till six o'clock to-morrow morning. Return at that 
*^ hour, if you have to inform me only that they have surrendered ; if not, 
" you and your troops shall be all put to the sword.*' 

On the 4th, at six in the morning, General Morla and General Don 
Fernando de Vera, Governor of the Town, presented themselves at the 
tent of the Prince Major-General. The discourses of the Emperor, repeated 
in the midst of the persons of distinction, llie certainty that he commanded 
in person, the losses sustained during the foregoing day, had carried terror 
and repentance into all minds. During the night the most mutinous with- 
drew themselves from the danger by flight, and a part of the troops was 
disbanded. At ten o'clock General Belliard took the command of Madrid ; 
all the posts were put into the hands of the French, and a general pardon 
was proclaimed, fee.** 



Digitized by 



Google 



APPENDIX. 49 



U. 



Ea?^ Sir Moor GTral del Exercito de S. M. B. 
Ex"^o Sen or. 

MuY Self or nu^tro y de nuestro mayor aprecio. La Junta 
Militar y Politica, fonnada de todos las autoridades, reunidas en notnbre 
del Rey que Dios guarde parfi atender a la defensa de esta Corte que se halla 
amenazada por los £nemigos ; ti^oe el honor de hacer presente a V. E. con la 
debida exa^titud el estado de las <co8as ; y Ise reducey a que el Kxercito del 
Centro que mandaba el General I> Fran«*^ Xabier Castaif os^ y qiie sera cottWo 
de b^ipte y cincoripil hombres^ se.Viene replegandb a^tdda priesahacia Madrid 
para reunirse con su guarnicion ; y que el de Somasierra, en numero de unos 
diez mil hombres^ viene tambien almismo iefecto a esta. villa, donde se reu- 
niran hasta quaranta mil ; ciiyo numero y fuerza hace que no deba temerse 
el Exercito de los'Enemigos qu<; se ha presentado. En estas circumstancias, 
y temiendo la Junta que vengan mas fuerzas Francesas a unirse con las 
actuales, espera que V. E. si no tiene Enemigos a la vista puede replegarse para 
unirse con nuestro Exercito, o tomar direccion a caer sobre las espaldas del 
Enomigo ; y creheria agrabar el notorio oelo de V. E. por la causa justa y su 
singular actividad se dudava de modo alguno que la rapides de sus movimientos 
sera qual conviene al interes de su nacion y la nuestra. Con este motivo ofrece 
la Junta a V. E. su consideracion y respetos. 

Dios gue a V. E. m* a*. Madrid, 2 de Diciembre de 1808. 

El Principe de Castelfranco, 
Thomas Morla. 

p. S. La Junta se persuade que V. E; se h4bra reunido ya al Exercito que 
mcmdaha.D" Joaquin. Blaky estaba poco hace en Leon. 
Eo(f^. S^. Moor G>al del Exercito de S. M. B. 

S 
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W. 



A Su Ejfl el General en Xefe de las Tropas de S. M. B. 5^ Mocyre. 

KXC"<> SENOR^ 

La Junta de Gobierno de Toledo desea salvar la Patria^ reune 
el £x^ disperso^ y toma las medidas y a estd ora da abiso al S' Eredia q^ 
tiene esta Cap^ endonde hallara los soconros q^ pueda h^ morir^ eomunica 
igaales partes k Aranjuez y demas puntos de reunion q^ ha Uegado i n*tra 
noticia lo q« se participa V. £• p* q^ midiendo sus operaciones contras medi- 
das tenga la satisfaccion al mismo tiempo deq*^ la tenanos y tendremos en 
morir a su lado p^ la Patria. 
Dkw guf a v. £. m^ a". Toledo 5 de D*bre de 1 8083 a la ima dela man'ana. 
Exe«> S', 
Amtonio Perez del Castillo. Ramon Mareca. 
Pedro Biosca. Martin cella Cerda. 

Manuel de Medina t CAMmow 



Letter from Sir John Moore to Lord Castlereagh. 

MY LORD, Sdtanumca, Bth Dee. 1808. 

Since I had the honour to address my dispatch to you tfais 
HMMming^ I find considerable hopes are entertained from the enthusiastic 
onanner in which the people of Madrid relist the French. I own I cannot 
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derive much hope from the resistance of one town against forces so formidable, 
unless the spark catches, and the flame becomes pretty general ; and here 
the people remain as tranquil as if they were in profound peace. 

I have however in consequence of the general opinion, which is also Mr. 
Frere*s, ordered Sir David Baird to suspend his march, and shall continue at 
this place until I see farther, and shall be guided by circumstances. Unless 
the spirit becomes general, Madrid must soon fall. At all events, if I marched 
into Portugal, it would be with a view to return the moment a fiivourable 
opportunity offered. But I shall not go towards Madrid until I know with 
more certainty the force of the Enemy, and see something to convince me 
that more confidence can be placed in the steadiness of the Spaniards. 

I had the honour to receive yesterday your Lordship*s dispatches of die 15th 

November, by Mr. Windham 1 St Guards. 

I have the honour to be, &c, 

John Moor£. 



Du Marquis de la Ramana it S. E. Mr. Le GSn. Sir John Moore, 
Com. Gdn. de V Armie Anghise en Espagne. 

Leon, le 30 Novembre, 1808. 
Je viens de recevoir la lettre de votre Excellence en date 
du 28, par laqudle je suis inform^ de la position que V. E. occupe, tandis 
que je suis ici k r^organiser cette arm^ du Gen. Blake, dont la fuite et la 
dispersion ne peut 6tre attribuee h autre chose qtf au d^faut de subsistance. 
La perte dans toutes les attaques, depuis le 6 ou 7 de Nov** jusqu' au 11, 
ne devant monter qu' k miite cinq cents hommes entre morts et blesses et 
prisonniers. J'-esp^e que dans pea nous serons en ^tat de faire quelque 
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mouvement ; et je n* attends que les souliers pour les faire marcher^ car 
lis 80ut dans un ^tat de nudit^ le plus parfait qu* on puisse imaginer^ mais 
leur esprit n' est pas abbatu^ et en les nourrissant bien ils iront leur train. 

Je me flatte que votre correspondence sera suivie et fr^quente : en atten- 
dant j'ai r honneur de vous feire passer une lettre qu' unPaysan a intercept^ 
k un aide-de-camp d' un G^vt qui est a Carrion. Si la nouvelle est vraie, il 
faut prendre ses precautions pour faire notre jonction^ ou la faire au plijus-tot. 
C est ce doQt je ne laisserai pas de vous avertir. 

Je desire aussi que V. E. m' ^mve en Fran9ois ; non que je n' entende pas 
parfaitement F^riture Angloise^ mais parcequ' ordinairement on ^rit si vite 
que les mots m' ^hi^pent. 

£n attendant j'ai T honneur de vous saluer cordialement^ Mr. LeG^n^; 
et je vous prie de croire aux sentimens de vraie amiti^ avec lesquels 
J*ai r honneur d* 6tre vdtre 

tr^s humble et parfait Serviteur^ 

Le M"* D£ LA ROMANA. 



(Translatum.J 
From the Marquis of Romana to Sir John Moore. 

Leon, 36ih Ncvemher, 1808. 

I HAVE just received your £xcellenc3r's letter of the 28th 
instant, by w^hich 1 am informed of the position which you occupy ; while I 
am reorganizing the army of General Blake, the flight and dispersion of 
which can only be attributed to their want of subsistence. The loss in killed, 
wounded, and prisoners, in all the attacks, from the 6th or 7th of November 
to the 11th, only amounted to fifteen hundred men. I hope we shall soon 
be in a condition to make some movement. I wait for nothing but shoes to 
begin my march ; for my troops are in the most complete state of nakednesa 
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that is imaginable^ but their spirits are not depressed ; and^ by nourishing 
them well, they will do their duty. 

I flatter myself that our correspondence will be close and regular. In the 
mean time, I inclose an intercepted letter to an Aide de Camp of one of the 
Enemy's Generals at Carrion. If the news contained is true,! we ought to 
take precautions to secure our junction, or to effect it as soon as possible. It 
is important to give you this information. 

I request likewise that your Excellency will write to me in French ; for, 
although I understand English writing, yet people often write so quick, that 
the words are difficult to be read. 

In the mean time, I have the honour to assure you. General, that I enter* 
tain for you sentiments of the most cordial friendship. 

&c. &c. &c. 

TfineMARauisoF RoAfANA. 



Z- 



The numbers of effective fighting men in an army difier much 
from the total numbers of the various corps, owing to sickness, absentees, 
and various contingencies. The following is a correct extract from the 
Adjutant-General's Reports. 
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Effective Soldiers who marched from Portugal under the Qmmand of 

Sir John Moore. 



Descriptioaof 
Troopc. 


R^ments. 


Officer! Commandiiig. 


Nmnben. 
Rank&Ftle 


Total. 


Artaieiy - - 


Royal Artillery ... 


Colonel Hardinge- . - 


686 


686 


Cavalry - - - 


18th Light Dragoons . 


Lieut Col. Jones ... 


565 


\ 




3rd Ditto, or King'sGer- ■) 
man Legion . . j 


M^orBuipiredel- - - 


347 


V 912 


Infentiy - . 


2nd Regiment ... 


lieut Col. ht)nmonger - 


616 






3rd Ditto .... 


Ueut. Col. Blunt • - - 


815 






4th Ditto - - . - 


Lieut CoLWynch - - 


754 






5th Ditto .... 


lieut CoL Mackenzie • 


833 ' 






6th Ditto . . . - 


Major Gordon- . . ^ 


783 






9th Ditto - . . - 


Ueut. Col. Cameron - - 


607 






20th Ditto • . . . 


Lieut Col. Rose - - - 


499 






28th Ditto . - . .^ 


Lieut Col. Belson - - 


750 






32nd Ditto . . . . 


Lieut CoL Hynde- - . 


756 






S6th Ditto .... 


Ueut Col. Bxime- - - 


736 






38th Ditto . . - - 


Ueut CoL Greville . . 


823 






42nd Ditto - . - - 


Ueut CoL Stirling - . 


880 






43rd Ditto .... 


Lieut CoL Hull . - . 


411 






50th Ditto - - . . 


Major Napier .... 


794 


> 16,933 




52nd Ditto (Ist battalion) ' 


Ueut CoL Barclay - . 


828 






52nd Ditto (2nd diUo) 


Ueut CoL Ross . • . 


381 






71st Ditto .... 


Ueut CoL Pick - . . 


724 






79th Ditto .... 


LieutCoL Cameron . - 


838 






91st Ditto .... 
92nd Ditto - . - - 


Major Douglas - , . 
LieutCoL Napier - - 


698 
900 


- 




95th Ditto .... 


UeutCoLBeckwith- . 


467 






95th Ditto .' . . . 


Major Travers- ... 


321 






StaflF Corps 


Captain Leicester ... 


61 






King's German Legion 










1st light BattaUon - . 


Ueut CoL Leonhart - . 


803 






2nd Ditto 


Ueut CoL Halket- . . 


855* 






18,531 


N. B. The 3rd Rfiffiment 815 strong, who were left on the fronU 
of Portugal to keep up the communication, should be deducted, 


ers 




815 




The 82nd Regiment, commanded by M^jor Williams, and one compa 


my 




of the 3rd joined at Sahagun, forming together about 700, are 
he added --------•.-•...„ 


to 






• 700 

115 


— 115 




Portugal 




From 


18,416 
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The Numbers of the Effective Soldiers that marched from Coruntia under 

Sir David Baird. 



Description of 
Troops. 


R6^iai6iits. 


Officers Commanding. 


Numbers. 
Rank & File 


Total. 


Artilleiy - - 


Horse Artillery - .- - 
Royal Artillery ... 


Captain Downman - - 
Captun Eveleigh - • - 


177 
434 . 


y 611 


Cavalry. . - 


7th Hussars - - - . 

10th Ditto 

15th Ditto 


Lieut CoL Vivian - - 
Lieut CoL Ixsigh - - - 
Ueut CoL Grant * * - 


497 
514 

527 


I 1,53a 


Infiuitry » * 


Ist Foot Guards (1st bat) 
Ditto (3rd battalion) - 
IstRegt (3rd battalion) 
14th Ditto (2nd battalion) 

23rd Ditto 

26th Ditto - - * . . 

43rd Ditto 

51st Ditto 

r6th Ditto 

95th Ditto (detachments) 

1 


Uent. CoL Cocks - - . 
Ueut Col. Wheatley - - 
Major MuIIers . - - 
Ueut CoL Nichols - - 
UeutCoLWyatt- - - 
Ueut CoL Maxwell - - 
Ueut. CoL Giffibrd • - 
Lieut CoL Darling - - 
Lieut CoL Symes- - - 
Ueut CoL Wade . • - 


1300 
1027 
597 
550 
496 
745 
817 
516 
654 
699 


> 7,401 




9,550 



From Corunna 
From Pdrtugal 



• - 9,550 
- - 18,416 



Army 27,966; 
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Letter from Sir John Moore to Lord Castlereagh. 

MY LORD^ Salamcmca, 8 Dec. 1808. 

In a short letter which aceompanied my dispatch of the 5th 
inst. I mentioned that the resistance offeried by the people of Madrid had 
arrested the operations of the fVench^ and gave a hope that the affairs of this 
country might still be recovered, desperate as they are ; yet if the example 
cf the Capital is foUowjed, and enthusiasm becomes general, France will be 
forced to divide her, armies, and will be no longer so formidable. The diffi- 
culty of obtaining information is very great-; I have none certain with respect 
to Madrid, only I believe it still holds out. I have ordered Sir David Baird, 
who was retreating, to march back. I shall continue the arrangements I 
have ordered, in. Portugal, in case I should be obliged to fall back, but I am 
preparing to march to Zamora and Toro, to join Baird, whom I have 
ordered to advance to Benavente ; when we are joined, and if the Marquis de 
la Romana with the troops he is collecting at Leon are ready, I shall move 
towards Burgos, and the communications of the French. Your Lordship 
may depend upon it, that I never shall abandon the cause as long as it holds 
out a chance of succeeding ; but you must be sensible that the ground may 
be in an instant cut from under me : Madrid may fall, and I be left to con- 
tend with very superior numbers indeed. I hope a better spirit exists in 
the Southern Provinces ; here no one stirs, and yet they are well inclined. 
An expression in a letter intercepted, from a French officer commanding at 
Vittoria to the Chief of the Staff with the Army, paints the poople in this 
part exactly : 
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** L'esprit public est toujours mauvais^ toujours de rincr^ulit^ sur nos 
** avantages^ quant k la tranquillity du pays, elle est parfaite *•** 

I have made no remark on the subject of your Lordship's dispatch of the 
25th November, respecting my rank with the Spanish Generals : the Govern- 
ment has not as yet named any one to the Chief Command of their armies, 
every thing on that head is as loose as ever. You perceive by the manner I 
have already expressed myself in former letters, that I have no wish to be 
tenacious on this subject ; but I confiss I have heard of none of their Ge- 
nerals yet, under whom it would be safe to place the command of the British 
troops. 1 shall certainly always be inclined to pay great deference to the 
wishes, of whatever General commands any Spanish army with which I am 
acting; yet, until some one appears very diflferent from any we have heard 
of hitherto, it cannot be desirable that he should know he had a right to 
command me ; and I cannot help beseeching you to consider this subject 
once more before you finally fix it. 

As I am sending a courier to Sir David Baird, I have written this on die 
chance of an opportunity offering to forward it ; and in this manner I shall 
endeavour to keep you in the current of affairs here. I have sent Colonel 
Graham to Madrid to send me information of what is passing there. Lord 
Paget with the cavalry arrives at Zamora to-morrow, and next day I propose 
moving a corps with myself to Toro. 

I know not if your Lordship has heard lately from General Charles Stuart ; 
he is in our front, and very well. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

John Moore. 

P. S. Tlie Junta are gone to Badajos ; not a very good example for the 
people. 



* The disposition of the puUk mind is aiwaja bad; our successes are never believed, but 
the country remains eompletdy tianquiL 
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BB. 



Letter from Sir Jokn Moore to Lord Castlereagh. 

MY LORD, Salamanca, 10 Dec. 1808: 

Colonel Graham, whom I had sent to Madrid, returned to me 
last night. He could only get as far as Talavera de la Reina, where he found 
two members of the Supreme Junta, who informed him that Madrid had 
capitulated on the 3d. . The Duke of Castelfranco and Mr. Morla, who were 
at the head of the Junta established at Madrid, are accused by tlie people of 
betraying them. Castellar, the Captain-General, and all the military officers 
of rank, refused to ratify the Treaty, and left the town with l6 pieces of 
cannon. The people refuse to give up their arms, but the French have the 
gates, the Retiro, and Prado. Saragossa still holds out, and it is said that 
on the 1st they repulsed the French, who had made a general attack. It is 
said that attempts are making to assemble a great force in the South ; I dare 
say the force will be assembled, but the efforts it will make when assembled 
I must think are very doubtful. I cannot believe that real enthusiasm is 
spread over any considerable portion of Spain. Had the people of Madrid 
been really determined, I do not see how Mr. de Morla and the Duke of 
Castelfranco could have given up the town. They accuse their leaders to 
cover their own want of spirit : this was the case with General St. Juan, who 
commanded when the pass of Somasierra was forced. It is thought his 
troops misbehaved ; they have since accused him of treachery, and have mur- 
dered him. I certainly think the cause desperate, because I see no deter- 
mined spirit any where, unless it be at Saragossa. There is however a chance ; 
and whilst there is that, I think myself bound to run all risks to support it.. 
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I am now difierently situated from what I was when Castanos was defeated : 
I have been joined by General Hope, the artillery, and all the cavalry (Lord 
Paget with 3 Regiments is at Toro) ; and my junction with Sir David Baird 
is secure, though I have not heard from him since I ordered him to return to 
Astorga. Madrid, though it has capitulated, must still engage a considerable 
part of the Enemy's force. San^ossa is also a considerable diversion ; and 
the collections forming in the South cannot be neglected ; all his force cannot 
thus be directed against me. The corps collecting under the Marquis of 
La Romana at Leon is, I am told by Sir David Baird, very bad. I shall, 
however, connect myself with it; and I mean to move to Valladolid^ where I 
shall order Baird to join me ; and to which neighbourhood I hope also that 
La Romana will advance. 

This movement I shall begin to-morrow, by sending two corps to join Lord 
Paget at Toro ; Generals Hope and Frazer^ from Alva de Tonnes and this 
place, shall move on Tordesillas. I hope on the 14th to be at Valladolid. 
My communication when there will become uncertain with Almeida and 
Portugal, from whence all my stores are not yet forwarded, but I must take 
my chance : I shall be in Fortune's way ; if she smiles, we may do some 
good ; if not, we shall still, I hope, have the merit of having done all we 
could. The army, for its number, is excellent ; and is, I am confident, quite 
determined to do its duty. I have had a letter from Sir John Craddock, from 
Corunna ; he was proceeding to Lisbon ; he has landed part of the money 
from the Lavinia there, and will land the rest at Oporto or Lisbon. I have 
begged of him to bring the two regiments from Gibraltar to the Tagus. 

I understand that Mr. Murray is intended to relieve Mr. Erskine, and to 
supersede Mr. Kennedy. The latter has acted as Chief Commissary with 
this army since it reached Spain (Mr. Erskine is still at Lisbon), and has cer- 
tainly acquired a degree of experience which is extremely useful : it is quite 
cruel for him to be thus superseded by an officer not previously of higher 
rank than himself, and who probably has much less experience, and not more 
ability : at any rate, a new man at the head of the department would be 
very prejudicial at this moment ; Kennedy could not be expected to act under 
him. I have therefore begged Sir John Craddock to keep Mr. Murray at 
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Lisbon ; and I hope^ uakss Mr. Murray's talents are known fo be very 
superior, that he may not be permitted to supersede Mr. Kennedy with this 
army^ who without money, and under many disadvantages, has hitherto 
sullied us wdl^. I should hope that the rest of the cavalry your Lordship 
has mentioned, will be sent without delay. 

The horses and harness of the waggon train will be useful, but their wag- 
gons are heavy and bad ; those we g^ in the coiimtry are more convenient, 
I should therefore propose to leave the waggons at home, and send the rest 
of that establishment only. 

Until affidrs in Spain bear a more promising aspect, I should think your 
Lordship will approve of keeping at Corunna and Lisbon a sufficient quantity 
of transpprts for the re-embarkation of the army ; and I think many reasons 
unite to make i^ desirabte for us to be in possessuxi of Cadiz. I mean to 
mention this to Mr. Frere. When it is agreed to, the two regiments from 
^]iibraltars as the most ready, could take possession, and garrison it. 

I have the honour ta be, &c. 

John Moore. 



CC. 

Letter from Sir JbAn Moore to Lord Castlerec^ 

MY LORD^ Salamanca^ 1^ December, I90S. 

I LEAVE this place to-morrow ; and I shall be at Valladolid 
on the l6th, with the troops I brought with me from Lisbon, with the addi- 
tion of three regiments of cavalry from England, amounting to 15OG. I have 
tfot heard from the Marquis of Romana^ and must give up the co-operation 
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of his cm'ps for the present. Sir David Baird's will not be at Artorga for 
some day« ; hM fae will advance to Benavetrte vrben ready ; md, as he wiS 
be in my rear, he can more up, or I can foil bade upon him ; but I do not 
tiiink it advisable longer to dday moving forward. I shall threaten the 
Ft^iich commonications^ and create A diversion^ if the Spaniards can avail 
themselvea of it ; hot the French have in the Nordi of Spain from 9q to 
^^000 men, and more ana expected. Yonr Lordship ihay, therefore, judge 
what will be our situation if t&e Spaniards do not display a determinati(Mi 
very different from any they have shewn hitherto. I have written to Sir John 
Craddock to keep whatever transports are not required for the embarkation 
of the tro(^ in Portugal, ready to send to Vigo, if required. If I am 
forced to retreat, it will probably be on the GaUcias. The road is good, and 
the country capable of being defended. In this case we shall want flour, 
as the country prodncea only cattle m any aAmndanoe. Whaterter ships are 
sent from England, for tlie purpose of withdrawing llie Army, should cedl 
at Corunna for orders, and then rendezvous at Vigo. It is to Corunna also 
that money, and every suppljic, should be forwarded* The oommunieatioti 
from Lisbon and Oporto, through Portugal, is so veiy bad, that nothing 
can be forwarded in time ; and, aa I consider myself now united with 
Baird's corps, I shall certainly of the two, whether for retreat or communi- 
cation, prefer Galicia to Portugal. 

I fear that Mr. Frere is infinitely more sanguine upon the subject of Spain 
than I am. This is to be regretted, as it renders it more embarrassing for 
you to come to a. decision upon the measure to be pursued^ I have seen no 
ability With the Spanish Government, but much the reverse : none has been 
displayed by their officers in the command of the armies ; no one officer 
has yet a chief direction of the military branch ; the armies have shewn no 
resolution, the people no enthusiasm, nor no daring spirit ; and that which 
has not been shewn hitherto, I know not why it should be expected to be 
displayed hereafter. I feel as if the British was the only efficient force in 
Spain. Your Lordship will consider with what view it was originally sent ; 
whether in aid of an enthusiastic brave people, capable of fighting their own 
battles, or to contend alone with France, and retrieve the afiairs of a beaten 
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disorganized nation. "We have had now «ome proof of the efforts of which 
Spain is capable ; and we can judge by the resistance they have made, whether 
they have fought with that spirit and obstinacy of a people ardent for the 
independence of their country. It is certainly right for your Lordship to 
consider well these matters, that you may be able to estimate justly the aid 
which is to be expected in this struggle from the Spanish nation, and decide 
to what amount the British Army should be reinforced, or, if not reinforced^ 
what measures it should follow. The French force in Spain may fiurly be 
set down at 8o,000 men *, .besides what is in Catalonia; the British at 27 
or 28,000, including the regiments coming from Portugal. The French 
expect considerable reinforcements. The armies which the Spaniards had 
formed have been beaten and dispersed, and are i^n collecting. This, my 
Lord, is, I believe, the true statement; and I leave your Lordship to dirow 
into the scale what portion of enthusiasm, resolution, arid abili^, you think 
we have a right to expect from the specimen already given. 

As this letter is private, I have written it with a fr'eedom which otherwise 
I should not have used. It is my wish to give you every material upon 
which to found a just opinion; for certainly the situation of this Army is 
too critical to be long n^lected ; and unless a spirit is displayed by the 
Spaniards, of which we see no indication, it is impossible but thc^ must be 
subdued. 

I hftve the honour to be, &c 

John Moors. 

* Sir J. Moore*s intelligenoe, particularly that obtained through the Spanish Ckyvenunent^ 
was always imperfect^ and often fiike. 
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AviENDO apurado todos los medios^ y reflexiones politicas 
ttilitares^ y convenientes p* q* V. Ex* desistiera del projecto de retirar sus 
tropas k Ciudad Rodrigo^ y aun a Portugal^ y las de Astorga k Galicia^ dici- 
endo V. Ex* de q® el Marques de la Romana solo havia podido juntar cinco 
mil hombres^ determine salir de Salamanca ayer manana^ p* ir k encontrar 
la Junta Suprema de Goviemo^ considerando concluida mi comision^ y oy me 
ha alcanzado un Posta con una carta del Marques de la Romana^ cuya copia 
remito a V. Ex* p' si puede hacerle mas fuerza q« mis reflexiones, y variar 
«u plan, q*^ si 11^ k verificarse, y no condesciende V. Ex* aq« se reuna todo 
su Exercito con el de Astorga, y el del Marques de la Romana en Zamora, 
ii otro punto, q^ pueda imponer k los Enemigos, es inevitable la destruccion 
de Espana, y quiza V. Ex* mismo se verd obligado k embarcarse p* Yngla- 
terra, y si V. Ex* condecendiese en la reunion espresada, seria mui dable de 
,q^ los Enemigos desistieran de atacar Madrid, y retrocedieran, loq^ daria 
tiempo, aq^ se reuniera el Exercito del Centro, y tomar otras dispociones 
conducentes. Sp"* a V. Ex* se sirva dar una contestacion alq« le entregue 
esta, p^ q* me la embie por un expo, y si V. Ex* tuviese la bondad de escri- 
vir al Marques de la Rdmana su ultima determinacion en vista de la adjunta, 
seria mui conveniente. 

Dios gue k V. Ex* m« a*. La Calzada de Ban'os 7 de Diciembre de 1808. 

ExT Sen or, 

Ventura Escalante. 
Ex^ S'^ Gtnf More. 
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From Sir John Moore to his Excellency the Marquis la Romana. 



1AY LORD MARauiS^ Saiommta, 8 Dea MMl 

I TAKE the opportunity of miting to jrou through 
r&ie means of an Officer, whom I am going to dispatch to Sir D. Baird. I 
have not yet received any certain information respecting Madrid ; but I 
have reason to believe the people still hold out. A letter from the JNntta 
of Toledo informs me, that it is their intention to assemble there a body of 
troops ; and that the people are determined to die sword in hand; 

General Castanos has received orders to retire upon CaroUna, on the other 
side of the Sierra Morena. 

The people in this part of Spain are too lethaigic ; they say ihicy hate no 
arms ; they stand in need of a head, to excite them, to unite them, and to 
command' them. I propose, on the 10th inst. to make a movement upon 
Zamora and Toro, that I may be nearer General Baird and you. When I 
am informed what progress you have made in the organization of your Army, 
we shall be able to concert measures together ; and I shall anxiously wait 
the reply to the letter which I had the honour to address to you on the 6th. 

Two General Officers were here a few days ago, sent by the Supreme 
Junta. They did not appear to me to have either the authorities or the 
information necessary for concerting any operation. I thought I could 
explain myself more satisfactorily to you. General, and I refiised to enter 
upon any discussion with them. They were the Generals Escalante and 
B. General Bueno. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

John Moore. 
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FF. 



From the Marquis of Romana to Sir John Moore. 

SIR> Head Quarters, Leon, lUh Dec. 1808. 

Your Excellency's two letters of the fith and 8th inst. have 
explained to me the cause of the retrograde movements which you had di« 
rected of the divisions of the army under your Excellency's command ; 
which I think very just and well-founded. 

I shall not venture to reply to the subjects of your two letters till I can do 
it by means of an Officer^ whom I will dispatch to-morrow to meet you at 
Zamora. In the mean while I shall prepare to efl^t the much-wished-for 
junction with Y. E. 

I have the honour to renew to Y. E» 
&c. &c. &c. 

The Marauis of Romaka. 



G a 



To the Marshal Duke of Dalmatian commanding the ad Corps of the Armg 
at Saldana. The Vice Constable Major General. 

MARSHAL PUKE OF DALMATIA^ Chamattin, Dee. 10^ 1808. 

I READ to the Emperor your letter of the fourth of De- 
cember, which was brought by one of your officers* His Majesty approves 
of all you have done. The 8th Regiment of Dragoons, the 23d of Chasseurs, 
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the Regiment of Colonel Tascher, and the Hanoverian Regiment, form two- 
brigades, commanded by the Generals Belle and Franceschi. These two* 
brigades are under your orders, and you can manoeuvre them as you think 
proper. The Emperor is of opinion, that, with the division Merle, and the 
Division Mouton^ together with the four regiments of cavalry, nothing can 
resist you. 

What are you to do ? Take possession of Leon, drive back the enemy 
into Galicia, make yourself master of Benavente and Zamora. You can 
have no English in your front, for some of their regiments came to the 
Escurial and Salamanca, and every thing evinces that they are in full retreat. 
Our advanced guard is this day at Talavera de la Reyna, upon the road to 
Badajos> which it will Yeach soon. You clearly perceive that this move- 
ment must compel the English to hasten immediately to Lisbon, if they are 
not gone there already. The moment, Mp-rshal, you are sure that the Eng- 
lish have retreated, of which there is every presumption, move forward with 
rapidity. There are no Spaniards who can resist your two divisions. Order 
shoes and great-coats to be made at Leon, St. Andero, and Palencia. His 
Majesty grants every demand for improving your equipment. You may 
also require mules for your artillery, and horses to remount your cavalry ;. 
but let it all be done according to the regular forms of administration. 

It is possible that, as soon as the Dragoons of General Millar shall arrive 
in Spain, the Emperor will send them to you ; but this cannot happen these 
fifteen days. At the distance you are. Marshal Duke, you must direct your- 
self, and look upon all I write as only general instructions. His Majesty 
imagines that you will take every measure to reduce the country between 
the Duero, Galicia, and the Asturias ; always preserving most attentively 
St. Andero. The ^th corps, commanded by the Marshal Duke of Trevise, has 
received an order to direct its march to Saragossa*. The 8tii corps, under 
the Duke of Abrantes, whose 1st division arrived at Vittoria on the 12th, 
will probably receive orders to unite at Burgos. Gun-boats and arn}ed 
vessels of every kind have orders to sail to St. Andero. Load them witu^ 
confiscated English merchandize, cotton, wool, artillery, and send all to 
France. 
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In shorty hold Valladolid and Zamora in subjection. Valladoiid is a good 
town^ which has behaved well. It is thought to be very important to occupy 
Zamora. To conclude, the Emperor thinks that you can do what you please, 
as soon as the English retire to Lisbon. 

Five divisions of Castanos* best troops have been routed, with even less 
difficulty than you found in beating the Andalusian * army at Burgos. The 
wreck of Castanos' army is pursued by Marshal Bessieres ; who has cut them 
off from the road to Estremadura, and is pursuing them towards Valentia, 
seversd marches beyond the Tagus. The Emperor's head-quarters are at 
Chamartin, a little country seat a league and a half from Madrid. His 
Majesty enjoys an excellent state of health. 

The City of Madrid is quite tranquil ; the shops are all open, the public 
amusements are resumed, and there is not the least appearance of the first 
proposals having been strengthened by 4000 cannon-balls. 

The Prince of Neufchatel, 
Major-General. 

I will send you to-morrow a Proclamation, and some decrees of the 
Emperor ; in which you will recognise the style of him who was born to 
command the world. 



HH. 

The Marquis of Romana to Sir John Moore. 

SIR^ Leon, Dec. lAih, 1808. 

From the forward movements which the army under Y. E.'s 
command is making, I am induced to dispatch my aide-de-camp, Mr. 
CNiell, with this letter, which will inform you of the destination of 

* Mistaken for the Estremaduran anny. 
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my army^ and of my designs. I have now 20 thousand men present under 
arms^ whom I ha^e begun to clothe and to organise ; but much is still wanting 
to complete the work, and there are stBl iit least two-fhirds who are m want 
of clothing from head to foot.. 

Almost the whole army are without havre-sacks, cartouche-boxes, and 

shoes ; and, notwithstanding all the exertions I have made to that effecty 

I 1 have not been able to succeed, the country offering so few resources. I 

I expect all these articles from day to day, but the distance which they are 

from this retards the execution of my orders. If the Provinces were a little 
I more zealous, I doubt not but the army would l^ this time be fit taaet in 

j concert with that of your Excellency. So much for the situation of my 

troops : I will now eommttuicate to Y. £. my plans. If the £n«ny were 
i not in front of me, I shoi^ not a moment doubt the possibility of uniting 

my forces with your Excellency's, and of concerting a decisive attack upcMk 
the tro<^ who now surround Madrid ; but, according to the best information, 
there is a division, from about 8 to 10 thousand men, which extends from 
Sahagun to Almanza ; and whose object, as far as I can Judge> is to check my 
army, and to keep open the communication with the Mountains of Santan- 
der. Its position is along the little river of Cea, and it occupies the villages 
of Sahagun, which strengthen its left ; its principal corps is at Saldana, and 
its advanced posts at Cea and Almanza. From this last place they push 
their reconnoitring parties- as ^r as Pedrosa, at the entrance of Valdeburon ;: 
and they expect to harass my left. As long as this corps remains in this 
position, I cannot abandon mine ; both because I cannot expose nor abandon 
this country, from whence I draw large supplies of provisions ; nor can I 
leave the Enemy a free passage to the Asturias, who would instantly take 
possession of this country, and threaten the passage into Galicia. As soon 
as I am able to manoeuvre, I intend to push forward the corps which is in: 
my front ; and at the same time Sir David Baird can shew the heads of 
columns in advancing from Benavente upon the road to Palencia. This 
combined movement will oblige this division of the Enemy to &U back upoa 
Reynosa, or even upon Burgos. If we were once clear of this pwrty, I do 
not think it would be difficult for your Excellency to join us, as well ^as Sir 
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David Baird. I should very moch wish to have an interview with Y. £. 
we might then smooth vMoy chfiicukies. If I can effect it without com* 
mitting any error here^ I shaH repair as soon as possible, to TordesiHas^ and 
r shall not fiiil to give you timely notice of it. 

I have the honour to be^ 

&c» &c. &c. &Cr 

The Marquis of Romana. 



II. 
ASu Eofi S^ Frere. 

MuY S*» MID, Desde su Quartel Gerf en Leon dice el Marques 
de la Romana k la Junta Suprema Gobemativa del Reino con f ^ de 2 del 
corriente q^ havia 8 dias estaba tratando con el Gen^ Ingles Sir D. Baird^ q^ 
manda las tropas de su nacion en Astorga, pant que con ellas y dofe 6 catorce 
mil hombres escogidos del £x^ de su cargo pasardn ^ Zamora & reunirse 
eon el G^ Sir John Moore p' la ruta q^ le havia indicado, con el fin de hacer 
un movimiento sobre los Enemigos hacid. el. punto q* sea mas conveniente : 
pero quando se lisonjeaba de la conformidad del G^ Baird^ le havia respon- 
dido q® tcftia orden positiva de pasar por tierra 6 por mar k reunirse por 
Portugal con el G^ Moore. Que havia repetido ^us instancias k los dos Ge- 
nerales^ y en el dia anterior Fe havia eontestado definitivamente el Gen* Baird 
q® retiraba su artilleria p^ embarcaria en la Coruifa^ y el con sus tropas pen- 
saba dirigirse a Portugal por la costa de Galicia^ 6 por la provincia de Tras 
los Montes sobre Almeida. Que le escribia de acuerdo con el G^ Belarde^ 
q^ havia Uegado ?queUa noehe k Leon^ mauifestandoje la constemacion en q^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



70 APPENDIX. 

iba k poner aquel pais con sii retirada, la imposibilidad de marchar el Mar* 
ques solo sin ninguna cavalleria acia Zamora, los males k q® quedaba expuesta 
aquella provincia, y el riesgo q*' amenazaba al Reino de -Galicia. 

La Junta Suprema ha sabido con la mayor sorpresa y dolor esta resolucion 
de los Gen^« Ingleses, laqual si lizard i verificarse proporcionaria grandes 
ventajas a las armas Francesas, y acarreria k las Espaifolas las mas terribles 
consequencias. Los generosos y prontbs socorros q*^ nos fecilit6 la Inglaterra, 
y las tropas con q® nos auxiliaba, aumentaron el entusiasmo de nuestros 
Pueblos, y alentaron la justa esperanza de q« esta reunion aseguraria el feliz 
exito de la empreza. Por lo mismo el desaliento y constemacion q« produ- 
cird ahora el ver q® el Ex*<^ Britanico^ sin obrar ni reunirse, ^e retira a los 
Puertos excitardn sentimientos y causardn efectos contrarios k la buena causa. 
Se debilitardn el entusiasmo y ardor q« hasta ahora ha sostenido la confianza 
en la uniformidad de ideas y en las cg)eraciones del Ex*** Ingles unido con 
nuestras tropas^ 

Ademas de los irreparables pei^uicios q* sentiriamos nosotros, el Portugal 
quedaria expuesto k verse segunda vez sugeto a los Franceses, q® entonces 
desconcertaban completamente quantos planes y medidas pudieron salvar 
estos dos reinos aliados de la Inglaterra, la qual por ultimo resultado no habria 
facilitado socorros ni tropas sino para hacernos contar su ayuda efectiva, y 
retirarla en el momento mas critico y interesante. En efecto acaso el Ene- 
migo nunca ha estado mas cerca de se ruina (si los Exercitos Ingleses y 
Espaifoles saben obrar con oportunidad y energia) q® ^n el momento en q* 
debilitado con lo q^ le han costado sus ultimos esfuerzos, podemos aprovechar 
la ventaja de ver su exercito dividido en cubrir una linea tan extendida. 

Todas estas consideraciones y las funestas consequencias q® politicamente 
acarreria el retirarse las tropas Inglesas no pueden ocultarse k la penetracion 
de V. E. y de los S. S. Generales de S. M. B. q* con la reunion contribuian 
k la libertad de Portugal y la nuestra, y concluyendo asi la generosa obra k 
q® los destin6 la amiga de la Esparfa immortalizaban su nombre y el servicio 
q« hacian k todo el continente. 

Aunq« nuestras tropas han tenido revezes, no hay fundamento p* desmayar, 
antes bien el estado de los cosas ofrece en el numero de tropas q® formardn 
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Ingleses y Espanolas^ en el entusiasmo y coniianza q^ producira la union 
unos recursos casi indefectibles q® deven asegurarnos el vencimiento. 

£n efecto el M. de la Roinana buscard al G^ Sir J. Moore^ se le reunira 
desde luego con catorce mil hombres escogidos de su Ex*<> y con las activas y 
energicas providencias q® la Junta Suprema ha dictado^ dentro de un mes 
aumentard su gente con treinta mil conscriptos de los Reinos de Leon, 
Galicia^ y Asturias. S. M. como V. E, sabe ha resuelto que pase ^ conferen- 
ciar con Sir J» Moore uno de sus vocales que estd pronto ^ marchar^ y ^ 
quien acompan ard como V. £. ha ofrecido^ y contribuird p^ su parte al objeto- 
el S' Stuart. 

Tambien espera q^ V. E. movido de tan fiiertes consideraciones^se esfuerze- 
en persuadir al G^ en Gefe de las tropas Ingleses q^ el entusiasmo de los 
I'ueblos^ su consuelo^ la libertad de la Nacion, la seguridad del Portugal, 
los intereses de la Inglaterra^ y los de la Europa. entera dependen de qf se 
verifique al momento la reunion^ y concertados los planes se obce del modo 
q^ se jusgue conveniente ; pues de otra forma ni se consigue el objeto de la 
venida^ ni de ella habra resultado otra vehtaja que la de malograr la mejor 
ocasion de destruir al Enemigo eterno de la quietud del Continente^ aban- 
donando ^ su.suerte k la EspaiTa y al Portugal en el momento en q^ mas ne* 
cesitaban los auxilios de su aliado. 

La Junta Suprema confia en la adesion q^ V. E. la ha manifestado, y en el 
vivo interes q® toma por nuestra causa^ q* contribuird con todo su influxo y 
representacion. k q® no se malogre tan grande empresa : todo lo qual ponga 
en consideracioa de V, E. de orden de S. M. 

Martin de Garay*. 

Truxillo, 8 Dec. IBOS. 
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KK. 



Letter Jr&m Sir Join Moore to Lord CasHereagJu ' 

MY LORD, Taro, IQ Die. lOOB. 

I HAD the tuHumr to receive your Lordship's letter of the 
3d Dec. with enclosures, forwarded to me by a King's Messenger, viiio 
reached me on the night of the 13th, at Alaejos, the head quarters of the 
Army, after its first march from Salamanca. I was to have proceeded, on 
the 15th, to Valiadolid ; which place I should have reached the next day, 
when I received the letter of which I send your Lordship a copy. It is 
from Berthier, Prince c^ Neufchatel, to Marshal Soult, Duke of Dalmatia. 
The officer vdio was charged vnth it was murdered by some peasants, near 
Valdestillos, between Segovia and Valiadolid ; who brought the letter to 
our advanced posts, to B. General Stewart. I was determined by tiie infor- 
mation it contained to prefer the speedy union of the Army to eveiy other 
object; and therefore, instead of Valiadolid, I marched to diis place. I had 
already directed Sir David Baird to push on his corps, by brigades, to Bena- 
vente. The first arrived there yesterday, and the brigade of Guards will 
reach it this day. I shall march from this to-morrow, to some villages 
within two or three leagues of Benavente. I shall there be so close as to 
be able to protect Sir David's junction, and make it perfectly secure. It 
will be the 20th before all his corps are up. If then Marshal Soult is so 
good as to approach us, we shall be much obliged to him ; but, if not, we 
shall march towards him. It will be very agreeable to give a wipe to such a 
corps ; although, with respect to the cause generally, it will probably have 
no effect, Spain being in the state described in Berthier's letter. She has 
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. made no efforts for herself; our's come too late, and cannot at any rate be 
sufficient. The French seem to have been ill informed of our movements : 
they are, however, soon acquainted with them, as our advanced posts have 
met ; and Gen. Charles Stuart, with a detachment of the l8th Dragoons, on 
the night of the I2th, surprised a detachment of their cavalry and infantry 
in the village of Rueda, killed and took prisoners the greatest part of them. 
The afl&ir was trifling, but was managed by the B. General with much 

. address, and was executed with spirit by the officers and men. It was a de* 
tachment from Valladolid, where Gen. Franceschi commanded, with 3 or 400 
cavalry. He had no knowledge of our being so near, and would not believe 
one of the men, who escaped from the village in the dark, and carried to him 
the report of the surprise, and defeat, of the detachment. Whether, when 
Buonaparte liears that we have not retired to Lisbon, he will give to the 
corps on their march to Badajos a different direction, I cannot say ; but 
whilst I march towards Soult I must take care not too much to uncover 
Astorga, and the passes into Galicia ; from whence in future I must draw all 
my stores, and through which ultimately, if pressed, I alone can retreat. 
Should, therefore, on my approach, Soult retire towards Burgos to join Junot^ 
who is on his march to that place with the 8th corps, I shall of course be 
forced to desist, and to r&tum to this neighbourhood. In short, unless some 
great efforts, of which there is now but little probability, are made by the 
Spaniards, it is evident how the business must terminate. For, even if I beat 
Soult, unless the victory has the effect to rouse the Spaniards, and to give 
their leaders ability, it will be attended with no other advantage than the 
character it will attach to the British arms. I have apprised Sir John Crad- 
dock of Buonaparte's march to Badajos ; which has since been confirmed to 
me, by a man who left Talavera, after his advanced guard had entered it. 
I have told him, that, in case of retreat, mine will be through Galicia; and 
I have begged him, after selecting the quantity of tonnage necessary for the 
embarkation of the troops in Portugal, to send the rest to Vigo, to wait my 
orders. The Lieutenant-General will communicate to your Lordship the 
quantity of tonnage he sends to Vigo, when you will be able to judge the 
quantity necessary to be sent there from England, should the re-embarkation 

k 
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of this Army become necessary. Your Lordship must see the probability of 
such an event ; and will^ I fancy^ think it right to have the means upon die 
spot. Should this Army retire into Galicia, and remain in it any time, I 
understand from Sir David Baird that we shall want flour ; which I shoidd 
hope you will send from England. With respect to the ]H-opriety of sending 
reinforcements, I must leave your Lordship to determine. If at this moment 
I had 7 or 8000 cavalry, I should certainly do much. If we retire into the 
Galicias, they would be an encumbrance. And, to enable us to keep our 
ground in Spain, the reinforcements cf both cavalry, infantry, and artillery^ 
must be considerable indeed. I shall endeavour to give your Lordship from 
time to time every information, and must then leave you to fcnrm your deter- 
mination. It is a sulg'ect upon which you can form as good a judgment as 
the best military man. I shall ever be of opinion, that unless Spain hersdf 
makes greater efforts, and displajrs more ardour and energy in her own cauae^ 
the efforts of England can be of no avail. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

John Moore. 

P. S. I received a letter on the 13th from the Marquis of Romana, in 
which he says he will send an Officer to me, as he does not choose to trust to 
paper, by a Messenger, the subject he has to communicate. This officer 
has not yet come. The Marquis is still at Leon, he says, with 20,000 men, 
3000 of whom have no arms ; but, from Sir David Baird's account, th^ are 
in no state to be much depended upon ; and he seems also to doubt their 
number. The fugitives from that and other armies are spread over the whole 
country. They have in general their arms, and will be troublesome subjects 
to the French ; and we may expect to hear of continual insurrections in 
diflferent parts of Spain> of massacres, &c. But there must be a great 
change in the conduct and character of this countiy before the people are 
brought to assemble in armies^ and to act upon system. 

J. M. 
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LL. 



F^om the Marquis of Romana to Sir John Moore. 

^Iji^ Leon, Dec. 19th, ISOS. 

I HASTEN to reply to your Excellency's letter of yesterday, 
dated irom Castronuero, to explain to you, that although I thought of mak- 
ing a retreat, it was only in consequence of the information which I received 
from Sir David Baird ; and that, otherwise, it wfas far from my intention. I 
haye placed my culvanced posts so as to, be able to retreat in good order ; and 
if Marshal Soult*g corps should not receive more considerable reinforcements, 
I have nothing to fear from my position, which is but temporary, and solely 
to reorganise the army. I should wish to co-operate with Y. E. in the 
movement you are about to make upon Sahagun ; and I shall only wait to 
learn when Y. E. proposes putting it into execution — to begin my march. 
I shall order a body of light troops to go round by the Mountains of Leon 
to Guardo, whilst the principal part of my troops will march upon Almanza; 
and from thence, coasting the river Cea, I shall move upon Saldana, where 
Marshal Soult^s corps is eiqpected to be; unless, as is reported, he should 
have changed his position vnthin these two days. The accounts say, that he 
left only I500 men at Saldana ; and that he has filed off the rest towards 
Guardo, ckawing nearer to the Mountains of Santander, which border upon 
Leon and the Asturias. After all, there is no great reliance to be placed 
upon the nepcrts of the peasants, who are not very accurate in their bbser- 
vfttioas^ a^d are, besides, confounded by the coiitinual marches and coim-* 
ter-mirclies of the Enemy. 

I have:the honour td acquaint Y. E. that the bridge and entrance of Saha- ' 
gmi imbarncasdoed witK^arts. - ' * 
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If your Excellency has formed any other plans, I hope I shall be made 
acqaainted with them, in the persuasion that I have no other wish than to 
act in concert with Y. E. in every thing, and to aid you, to my utmost, in all 
your operations. I think that, for the present, there should be no thoughts 
of a retreat; but that we should feel the pulse of the Enemy, and oblige 
them to retire from the Capital. If Y. E. thinks it advisable, we might 
•have an interview at Benavente ; and it would perhaps be easier then to con- 
cert a plan of operations. 

I have this evening received letters from the Junta, dated from Merida, iii 
Estremadura, on the 13th ; in which they announce to me that the people at 
Madrid still hold out, that the French have been repulsed and beaten on their 
way to Saragossa, and that affairs are going on well in Catalonia. 
I beg Y. E. to accept tlie homage, 
&c. &c. &c. 

MARaUISOF ROMANA. 



MM. 



Fhm the Duke del Infantado to H. E. J. H. Frere. 

SIR, Cuenca, Dec. ISth, 1808. 

I THINK it my duty to announce to you, as our very good 
and faithful Ally, that, having been sent to this Army of the Centre, to 
endeavour to hasten its arrival to the Capital, in order, if possible, to save it ;, 
but not having been able to succeed in my design, and preparing in conse- 
quence to join the Supreme Junta, I have found myself obliged by the 
Generals, and forced by circumstances, to take the command of the Army, 
tin I receive the decision of the Junta. It was unfortunately the spirit of 
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insurrection and discontent among the soldiery which placed me at the post 
I now occupy; and it is certainly a very disagreeable situation, to have to 
correct inveterate evils, and to set out with the measures necessary to re- 
establish that order and discipline which have been totally neglected. 

I cannot describe to you the state in which I found this body of famished 
troops — ^without shoes, most of them without uniforms, wanting ammunition, 
having lost the greatest part of their baggage, reduced to about 9 thousand 
infantry and two of cavalry, and, to crown all, having totally lost all confi* 
dence in their commanders. From these circumstances I thought it right to 
follow the plan adopted by my predecessor, of coming to this mountainous 
country for a few days, in order to reorganise a little the troops ; to give an 
opportunity to some stragglers and recruits to join me, to give shoes and 
repose to the men and horses, and then to set forward upon some new ope- 
rations. But it is very important for their su^ccess, that these should be in 
concert with those of the other armies, especially of the English ; and it 
would be, consequently, indispensably necessary, that we should be 
made acquainted with each other's plans. Colonel Whittingham is ill 
at this moment; I therefore wish that H. E. General Moore, the Com- 
mander-in-Chief, should send me an experienced and confidential officer, 
who can give me an account of the plan adopted by the General for this 
campaign, and inform him of what we shall have agreed upon together, rela- 
tive to the part which this division of the Army can take in its execution. 
I shall be delighted if the choice should fall upon Colonel Graham, whom I 
had the honour of knowing at Mr. Stuarf s. 

I know not. Sir, when this letter will reach you, for I am still ignorant 
where the Junta has stopped, or established itself; and I believe that you are 
with it. My letter will not be less the testimony of my sincei^est afifectioi^ 
than of the high consideration 

With which I have the honour,. 
&c. &c. &c. 

The Duke t)EL Inkantado* 
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NN. 
The Marquis of Romana to Sir John Moore. 

SIR, Leon, Dec. 21, 1806. 

I HAi> the honour to write to you on the 19th, in reply to the 
letter which Y. E. remitted to me through my aide-de-camp, Mr. O'NielU 
and, not having had any accounts since, I think it right to state, that I am 
desirous to co-operate in the attack which, it seems, it is Y. E/s intention 
to make upon Saldana, that the success may be complete. The Enemy, 
when they shall have assembled all the forces which they have scattered about 
at all points in the surrounding parts, will have at the utmost, according to 
the best accounts I can obtain, from about 8 to 9 thousand infantry, and a 
thousand cavalry, with from 8 to 10 pieces of artillery. It would be of 
great importance to surround this corps, and to destroy it, before its junc- 
tion with any other which Napoleon might send to reinforce it. If Y. £• 
determines upon this enterprise, I will make a movement with from 9 to 10 
thousand men, of those which are best clothed and armed, all the rest being 
nearly naked, and very ill equipped. 

If Y. E. gives me a speedy reply, I will set out to-morrow ; but I have 
the honour to observe to you, that, as soon as the blow shall have beeq .struck, 
I must return to my winter-quarters, for want of clothing and equipments for 
my troops. However, it will be time enough to talk of this at oiur interview^ 
as well as to concert the plan of operations which we are to follow. 

I am persuaded that the Enemy is not strong, and that all the disasters we 
have witnessed are owing to the want of union in the operations of our armies. 
I have been informed by an Officer of Engineers, whom the Junta of Zamora 
have sent back to me from having some slight suspicions of his conduct, that 
the army of Palafox has received no check, as the Enemy give out ; but that 
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he has been obliged to fiadl back upon Saragossa^ on account of Castanos* 
army having quitted Logrono^ which he should not have abandoned. He 
gives very circumstantial details of the French army at Madrid, of the Em- 
peror, of Junof s division, and, in short, of particulars which I think it very 
necessary to acquaint Y. E. with, and from which it appears to me that we 
must indispensably have an interview. 

I have the honour, 

&c. &c. 

Marouis of Romana. 



00. 

Firom the Marquis of Romana to Sir John Moore. 

SIR, Lean, 23d Dec. 180B. 

A coNnDENTiAL pcrsou whom I had placed on the river 
Duero has written to me, on the l8th instant, that he is assured that the 
Enemy^s troops posted at the Escurial are moving in this direction. 

He adds, that if the person who gave him this intelligence should not 

arrive the same day, he would go himself to Villacastin, twelve leagues from 

Madrid, to watch the two roads ; the one of which leads to Zamora, and the 

other to Segovia. 

I hasten to give this information to your Excellency, that you may judge 

^ what measures are requisite to be taken. 

I have the honour^ &e. 

The Marouis of Romana. 
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PP. 

From the Marquis ofRomana to Sir John Moore. 

MantiUa, ^dDec. 
SIR 

^ three o*clock in the evening. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you of my arrival here with the 
troops which I intend to employ as auxiliaries to your movement. 

I have only been able to lead out 7000 infentry, 120 cavalry, and eight 
pieces of artillery. The troops are cantoned in the space of a league and 
a quarter round this town. The advanced posts are towards Saldana, ex- 
cept one corps, which 1 have sent to Villarmimio, three leagues distant 
from Cea. 

I shall wait for your answer, and shall not begin to march until your 
Excellency shall have communicated to me your plan and intentions. 

I request a positive answer, to enieible me to send orders at an early hour 
to the troops. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

The Margluis of Romana. 



QQ. 

Letter from Sir John Moore to Lord Castlereagh. 

MY hOKDf Benavente, S8 Dec. 1808. 

Since I had the honour to address you upon the l6th from 
Toro, the army has been almost, constantly marching through snow, and 
with cold that has been very intense. The weather within these few days 
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has turned to rain^ which is much more uncomfortable than the cold^ and 
has rendered the roads almost impassable. On the 21st the army reached 
Sahagun ; it was necessary to halt there, in order to refresh the men, '^nd on 
account of provisions. The information I received was, that Marshal Soult 
was at Saldana with about 16^000 men, with posts along the river from 
Guarda to Carrion. 

The army was ordered to march in two columns at eight o'clock on the 
night of the 23d to force the bridge at Carrion, and from thence proceed to 
Saldana. At six o'clock that evening I received information that considerable 
reinforcements had arrived at Carrion from Palencia; and a letter from 
the Marquis de la Romana informed me, that the French were advancing from 
Madrid, either to Valladolid or Salamanca. It was evident that it was too 
late to prosecute the attempt upon Soult ; that I must be satisfied with the 
diversion I had occasioned ; and that I had no time to lose to secure my 
retreat. The next morning General Hope with his own division and that 
of Lieutenant-General Fraser, marched to Mayorga. I sent Sir David Baird 
with his division to pass the river at Valencia ; and I followed General Hope 
on the 25th with the reserve, and the light brigades, by, Mayorga, Valderos, 
to Benavente ; the cavalry, under Lord Paget, followed the reserve on the 
26th; both the latter corps entered this place yesterday. We continue our 
march on Astorga : Generals Hope and Fraser are already gone on. Sir 
David Baird proceeds to-morrow from Valencia ; and I shall leave this with 
the reserve at the same time. Lord Paget will remain with the cavalry, to 
give us notice of the approach of the Enemy. Hitherto their infantry have 
not come up, but they are near, and the cavalry is round us in great num- 
bers ; they are checked by our cavalry, which have obtained by their spirit 
and enterprize an ascendancy over that of the French which nothing but 
great superiority of numbers on their part will get the better of. 

The diversion made by our march on Sahagun, though at a great risk to 
ourselves, has been complete; it remains to be seen what advantage the 
Spaniards in the South will be able to take of it. But the march of the 
French on Badajos was stopped when its advanced guard had reached Talavefa 
de la Reina; and every thing disposable is now turned in this direction. The 

1 
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stored I had collected here are moving hack to Astorga^ and those at Astoi^ga 
to Villafranca. The roads are very had, and the means of carriage scanty. 
If I am pressed I must lose some of them ; and I may be forced to fight a 
battle. ITiis, however, I shall endeavour to avoid; for, certainly, in the 
present state of things, it is more Buonaparte*s game tlian mine. It is said 
that he comes himself with 10,000 of his guards. The force moving against 
us cannot be less than 50,000 men : we shall, when at Astorga, be about 
27,000. The Marquis la Romana came forward to Mansilla witli 6,000 to co- 
operate with me in the attack on Sotilt : I therefore conclude that he cannot 
have above 8,000 fit for action. The country about Astorga offers no advan- 
tage to an inferior army ; I shall, therefore, not stop there longer than to 
secure the stores, and shall retreat to Villafranca, where, I understand, there 
is a position. But, if the French pursue, I must hasten to the coast; for 
there is a road to Orense which leads more direct to Vigo, and which, of course,, 
renders the position at Villafranca of no avail. Some time ago the Marquis 
la Romana intimated his intention of retirmg into the Galicias by Astorga 
and Villafranca. I endeavoured to dissuade him from it ; pointing out to 
him that it was the only communication we had for our retreat or supplies, 
and begged that it might be left open to us. He stopped his retreat for the 
moment, but I much fear he will now prosecute it ; in which case I know 
not how it will be possible for us to pass. 

'I had the honour to receive your Lordship*s dispatches of the 10th by 
Captain Hardirige, yesterday morning. I shall be guided by circumstances ; 
and shall not, you may rest assured, retreat an inch beyond what I am com- 
pelled to do. But I fear, if once I am forced into the Mountains, that the 
want of the means of subsistence will make it necessary to proceed down to 
the coast, to be provisioned from the ships. I need hardly add, the neces- 
sity of sending immediately the means of transport to re-embark the army, 
at Vigo or Corunna. 

The only part of the army which has hitherto been engaged with the 
Enemy has been the cavalry ; and it is impossible for me to say too much in 
their praise. I mentioned to your Lordship, in my letter of the Iffth, the 
success Brigadier-General Stuart had met with, in defeating a detachment of 
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cavalry at Rueda ; since that, few days have passed without his taking or 
killing different parties of the French, generally superior in force to those 
which attacked them. On the march to Sahagun Lord Paget had information 
of six or seven hundred cavalry being in that town. He marched on the 
night of the 20th from some villages where he was posted in front of the 
army at Mayorga, with the lOth and 15th Hussars. The 10th marched 
straight to the town, whilst Lord Paget with the 15th endeavoured to turn it. 
Unfortunately, he fell in with a patrole, one of whom escaped and gave the 
alarm ; by this means the French had time to form on the outside of the 
tpwp, before Lord P^t got round. He immediately charged them ; beat 
them, and took from 140 to I50prisoners, amongst whom were two lieutenant- 
colonels ^nd eleven officers ; with the loss on our part of six or eight men, 
1^, perhaps, twenty wounded. There have been taken by the cavalry from 
400 to poo French, besides a considerable number killed ; this since we 
began our march from 8alamanca. On his march from Sahagun on the 26th 
Lord Paget with two squadrons of the 10th attacked a detachment of cavalry 
at Mayoi^, killed twenty, and took above one hundred prisoners. Our 
cavalry is vexy superior in quality to $iny the French have ; and the right 
spirit has been infused into them by the example and instruction of their tw9 
Readers, I/>rd Paget and Brigadier43eneral Stuart. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

John Moore. 



A II. 

Sir John Moqre to Lord Castlereagh 

MX 1.0&P^ Benavente, 28 Dec. 1808. 

J HAVE the honour to enclose spw^ letters contaijied in a bag 

lately intercepted, the.oouner murdered, going from France to Buonaparte. 

Thosfe I e^clpse were aU that J thought in the least interesting. Tliat from 

Cbasopigni you will think particularly so. 

I have the honour, &c. 

John Moore. 
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Sir John Moore to Lord Castlereagh. 

MY LORD5 Astorga, Slst Dec. 1806. 

I ARRIVED here yesterday ; where, contrary to his promise, 
and to my expectation, I found the Marquis la Romana, with a great part 
of his troops. Nobody can describe his troops to be worse than he does ; 
and he complains as much as we do of the indifference of the inhabitants^ 
and of his disappointment at their want of enthusiasm. He said to me, in 
direct terms, that, had he known how things were, he neither would have 
accepted the command, nor have returned to Spain. With all this, however, 
he talks of attacks and movements which are quite absurd, and then returns 
to the helpless state of his army and of the country. 

He could not be persuaded to destroy the. bridge at Mansilla. He posted 
some troops at it, who were forced and taken prisoners by the French, on 
their march from Mayorga. With respect to me, my Lord, and the British 
troops, it has come to that point which I have long foreseen. Abandoned 
from the beginning by every thing Spanish, we were equal to nothing by 
ourselves. From a desire to do what I could, I made the movement against 
Soult. As a diversion it has answered completely ; but, as there is nothing 
to take advantage of it, I have risked the loss of the Army for no purpose. 
I have no option now but to fall down to the coast as fast as I am able. I 
found no provision here : the little which had been collected has been con- 
sumed by Sir David's corps in their passage ; and there is not two days' bread 
to carry the Army to Villafranca. I have been forced to push on the troops 
by <livisions, without stopping. General Fraser, vrith his division, will be 
at Villafranca this day, and will proceed on to Lugo. General Hope, witli 
his division, stopped yesterday two leagues from this, and proceeds this 
morning, followed by Sir David Baird. The two flank brigades go by the 
road to Ponferada. I shall follow^ with the reserve and cavalry, to Villa- 
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franca^ either this night or to-morrow morning, according as I hear the 
approach of the French. There is no means of carriage : the people run 
away^ the villages are deserted ; and I have been obliged to destroy great 
part of the ammunition and military stores. For the same reason 1 am 
obliged to leave the sick. In shorty my sole object is to save the Army. 
We must all make forced marches to the coast, from the scarcity of provisions, 
and to be before the Enemy ; who, by roads upon our flanks, may otherwise 
intercept us; but, after a time, the same difficulty which afiects us must 
affect him ; therefore, the rear once passed Villafranca, I do not expect ta 
be molested. 

I hope to find on the coast transports for the embarkation of the troops* 
If not, I hope to be able to take up some position, which I can maintain 
until they arrive. 

It is not probable that we can be followed by the numbers which are now 
marching against us. And, once collected upon the coast, we shall certainly 
not allow ourselves to be molested by any thing like equal numbers. It is 
only whilst retreating that we are vulnerable. I have heard of some dis- 
patches from your Lordship to me, entrusted to Lieut.-Col. Chabot ; but he 
has been sent into Portugal, and I have not received them. 

The morning I marched from Benevante, some squadrons of Buonaparte's 
Guards passed the river at a ford above the bridge. They are attacked by 
B. General Stewart, at the head of the piquets of the l8th, and 3d German 
Light Dragoons, and driven across the Ford. Their Colonel^ a Generat of 
Division, Lefebre, was taken, together with about 70 officers and men. 
The affair was well contested. The numbers with which Gen. Stewart 
attacked were inferior to. the French.. It is the corps of the greatest character 
in their army ; hut the superiority of the British was, I am told, very con- 
spicuous. I enclose, for your Lordship's satisfaction, Lord Paget' s report of 
it This army, there cannot be a doubt, would have distinguished itself, 
had the Spaniardts been able to offer any resistance ; but, from the beginning, 
it was placed in situations in which, without the possibility of doing any 
good, it was itself constantly risked — and now it is good fortune alone that 
can save it. It is impossible to deny that its discipline has been affected hjr 
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the late movements. The shoes and necessaries are destro3red ; andj for some 
time after it reaches the coast^ the men will be in the worst state. 

I send the French General Lefebre to Corunna, to be forwarded to Eng- 
land. He is a young man ; and^ I should suppose^ from the station he held, 
a personal favourite of Buonaparte. 

I Iiave the honour to be^ &c. 

John Mooee. 



TT. 

Letter from Sir John Moore to Lord Castlereagh *. 

MY LOR£>9 Corunna, 13 January, 1809. 

Situated as this army is at jn^sent^ it is impossible for me 
to detail to your Lordship the events which have taken place^ since I had the 
honour to address you from Astorga on the 31st December. I have therefore 
determined to send to England Brigadier4jreneral Charles Stewart^ as the 
Officer best qualified to give you every information you can want, both with 
respect to our actual situation^ and the events which have led to it. Froia 
his connection with your Lordship^ and with His Majesty*s Ministers^ what- 
ever he relates is most likely to be believed. He is a man in whose honour 
I have the most perfect reliance ; he is incapable of stating any thing but the 

* In this dispatch there are several omissions^ owing to the following circumstance : 
In the month of March last, the Secretary of State for the War Depaitment sent for t!ie 
Author^ and informed hlm> that it was the intentioii of Administsntion to aceede to lajring thia 
letter before Iteliament ^ whkh^ however, being a private letter, and not wcitten in the umal 
manner of official dispatches, it was thought proper to omit some passages which his Lordship 
would point out. The Author replied, that he could not presume to object to any omissions 
which did not afiect his brother's reputation. After this conversation it was judged improper 
to fill up the blanks. One passage at the beginning, however, it was considered, nugbt be 
restored, where mention is made of the Hottonrable ft^adier-Genetifl Stewart, iirother to Lord 
Castlereagh. 
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truth, and it is the truth which at all times I wish to convey to your Lord- 
ship, and to the King's government 

Your Lordship knows that had I followed my own opinion as a military 
man, I should have retired with the army from Salamanca. The Spanish 
armies were then beaten ; there was no Spanish force to which we could 
unite ; and » * ♦ * # # 

«»# # #** « « 

I was satisfied that no efforts would be made to aid us, or favour the cause in 
which they were engaged. I was sensible, however, that the apathy and 
indifference of the Spaniards would never have been believed ; that, had the 
British been withdrawn, the loss of the cause would have been imputed to 
their retreat ; and it was necessary to risk this army to convince the people 
of England, as well as the rest of Europe, that the Spaniards had neither the 
power, nor the inclination, to make any efforts for themselves. 

It was for this reason that I marched to Sahagun. As a diversion it suc- 
ceeded : I brought the whole disposable force of the French against this 
army, and it has been allowed to follow it, without a single movement beiifg 
made * * * * # # # 

* ♦ * to favour its retreat. 

* * ♦ * * The people of the Gallicias, 
fliough armed, made no attempt to stop the passage of the French through 
their mountains. They abandoned their dwellings at our approach, drove 
away their carts, oxen, and every thing that could be of the smallest aid to 
the army. The consequence has been, that our sick have been left behind ; 
and when our horses and mules failed, which on such marches, and through 
such a country, was the case to a great extent, baggage, ammunition, stores, 
and even money, were necessarily destroyed or abandoned.. 

I am sorry to say that the army, whose conduS I had such reason/to extol 
^n its march through Portugal, and on its arrival in Spain, has t6tally 
changed its character since it began to retreat. * * * 

#«# # * m m *: 

* * * m # 4k « «. 
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I can say nothing in its iavour^ but that when there was a prospect of fighting 
the Enemy, the men were then orderly, and seemed pleased, and determined 
to do their duty. In front of Villafranca the French came up with the re- 
serve, with which I was covering the retreat of the army. They attacked it 
at Calcabalos. I retired, covered by the 95th regiment, and marched that 
sight to Herrerias, and thence to Nogales and Lugo ; where I had ordered 
the different divisions which preceded to halt and collect. At Lugo the 
French again came up with me ; they attacked our advanced posts on the 
6th and 7th, and were repulsed in both attempts with little loss on our side. 

I heard from the prisoners taken, that three divisions of the French army 
commanded by Marshal Soult were come up : I therefore expected to be 
attacked on the morning of the 8th. It was my wish to come to that issue ; 
I had perfect confidence in the valour of the troops, and it was only by 
crippling the Enemy that we could hope either to retreat or to embark un- 
molested. I made every preparation to receive the attack ; and drew out the 
army in the morning to offer battle. This was not Marshal Soult's object : 
he either did not think himself sufficiently strong, or he wished to play a 
surer game by attacking us on our march, or during our embarkation. The 
country was intersected, and his position too strong for me to attack with an 
inferior force. The want of provisions would not enable me to wait longer. 
I marched that night ; and in two forced marches, bivouacing for six or eight 
hours in the rain, I reached Betanzos on the lOth instant. * * 

*« * *# # * « 

##* # #* * # 

*4|t# # • * # # 

*#* * « * « # 

At Lugo I was sensible of the impossibility of reaching Vigo, which was at 
too great a distance, and offered no advantages to embark in the face of an 
Enemy. My intention then was to have retreated to the peninsula of Betan- 
zos ; where I hoped to find a position to cover the embarkation of the army 
in Ares or Rodes Bays : but having sent an officer to reconnoitre it, by his 
report I was determined to prefer diis place. I gave notice to the Admiral of 
my intention, and begged that the transports might be brought to Coninna. 
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Had I found them here on my arrival on the 11th instant^ the embarkation 
would easily have been effected ; for I had gained several marches on the 
French, They have now come up with us ; the transports are not arrived. 
My position in front of this place is a very bad one ; and this place^ if I am 
forced to retire into it, is commanded within musket shot ; and the harbour 
will be so commanded by cannon on the coast tliat no ship will be able to lay 
in it. In short, my Lord, General Stewart will inform you how critical our 
situation is. It has been recommended to ^le, to make a proposal to the 
Enemy to induce him to allow us to embark quietly ; in which case, he gets 
us out of the country soon, and this place with its stores, &c. complete ; that^ 
otherwise, we have it in our power to make a long defence, which must en- 
sure the destruction of the town. I am averse to make any such proposal ; 
and am exceedingly doubtftil if it would be attended with any good effect : 
but, whatever I resolve on this head, I hope your Lordship will rest assured, 
that I shall accept no terms that are in the least dishonourable to the Army, 
or to the Country. I find I have been led into greater length and more de- 
tail than I thought I should have had time for : I have written under inter- 
ruptions, and with my mind much occupied with other matter. My letter 
written so carelessly can only be considered as private ; when I have more 
leisure I shall write more correctly,. In the mean time I rely on General 
Stewart for giving your Lordship the information and detail which I have 
omitted! I should regret his absence, for his services have been very distin- 
guished : but the state of his eyes makes it impossible for him to serve, and 
this country is not one in which Cavalry can be of much use. 

If I succeed in embarking the Army, I shall send it to England — it is 
quite unfit for further service until it has been refitted, which can best be 
done there. ###### 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

John Moore. 



THE END. 
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JOHN NICHOLS and SON, Prinlen, 
Red Ldoii Passage, Fleet Street, London* 
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